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The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Fletching Parish Council held at Fletching Village Hall on Monday 8th May 2017 at 7pm.


	Item
	Description
	Responsible

	23. 
	Members Present: Cllr P. Roundell (Chairman), Cllr B. Dickens, Cllr S. Sainsbury, Cllr N. Collum, Cllr C. Rothery, Cllr D. Kerwood, Cllr S. Bone (late arrival)
Also present: Liz Bennett (Clerk) County Councillor Roy Galley, 6 members of the public.

	

	24. 
	Election of Chairman.
Cllr Peter Roundell was elected as Chairman and signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

	

	25. 
	Election of Vice Chairman.
Cllr Barry Dickens was elected as Vice Chairman and signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

	

	26. 
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllr S. Bone who will be arriving late to the meeting. Cllr I. Setford is unwell.

	

	27. 
	Declarations of interest
No declarations were made.

	

	28. 
	Questions from the public.
The Parish Council was asked to support an application to Wealden District Council to make the Rose and Crown an asset of community value. This item was not received in time for inclusion on the agenda of this meeting.  It was agreed that since this is quite urgent and it will be the renewal of a lapsed application, the Clerk will put the process in motion and it can be formally agreed at the next meeting.  An extraordinary meeting will be held if necessary.

(Cllr S. Bone arrived)

	

Clerk

	29. 
	Report of County Councillor.
County Councillor, Roy Galley explained that he was re-elected at the County elections and the Conservative party now form a majority at East Sussex County Council.  Due to the general election in June officers remain in purdah.

Cllr Rothery asked if Cllr Galley was aware that Fletching Primary School were having to lay off two teachers due to funding issues. The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting for Cllr Galley. Cllr Roundell and Cllr Bone at the school to discuss the problems that they are facing.

	R. Galley





Clerk

	30. 
	Minutes of the meetings held on 3rd April 2017
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2017 as a true record and they were signed by the Chairman.

	

	31. 
	Planning applications.
WD/2017/0606/F Flitteridge Farm, Daleham Lane, Fletching. Remove three buildings and erect three detached dwellings and car ports.

[bookmark: _Hlk482098807]The planning consultant for the application was present at the meeting and was invited to answer some questions.  After some discussion, it was resolved to object to the planning application on the following grounds:
· The Parish Council understands that the application is for three new large residents and is not being made under Class MB Q Permitted Development, (although much mention of endeavouring to meet those conditions is made in the Design Statement and in many respects are not met anyway e.g. not built on the same footprint, footprint of buildings larger than would be permitted as is height and therefore size of buildings), and therefore the application should be considered as three new large builds, whereas the Parish Council would like to see smaller affordable homes.
· Bearing in mind the new builds, the Parish Council would question whether further damage would be done to the Ashdown Forest by resultant additional traffic movements across the Forest and is concerned that the traffic report indicates that the current daily traffic movements from that site are 41; 28 for the small industrial unit, 3 for the caravans and 10 for the dirty water movements.  The 28 movements for the small industrial unit seems very high. The report states that the total movements will reduce from 41 to 18. However, under the terms of the application the 10 dirty water movements will continue, so the new movements should be at least 28 and not 18 as stated because 8 movements for 3 new dwellings must be too low. 
· The highways report states that there is a regular bus route through Splaynes Green.  This is a weekly, not daily bus service.
· The 3 barns are to be replaced with 3 new dwellings. Flitteridge Farm has planning permission for a large new grain store and a silage clamp.  It seems the farm buildings are effectively being moved from their current location to an area a small distance away from the current farm in the middle of a field and instead 3 buildings are being built in the area of the original farm buildings.
· The conclusion to the report states that the reason for the planning is to “enhance the setting of the area”.  The dirty waste water lagoon is currently out of the planning area, although the plans have the lagoon being filled in and so it should be part of the site area. The Parish Council is concerned about contamination in the lagoon. Concerns have been expressed before to Wealden’s Enforcement officers, and the Planning Agent reported that this lagoon has not had any environmental survey done for the purposes of this application. Being so close to the gardens of the new builds, this should be undertaken.
· The Parish Council is concerned about the number of apparent mobile homes present on the site, and whilst it appreciates that there is an understanding to remove these, the Parish Council believe these mobile homes could breach current planning conditions, and should the development not go ahead, enforcement should remove these.

	

	32. 
	Planning decisions.
The following decisions were noted:
WD/2017/0167/F Sand school for personal use.  The Old Dairy, Sliders Lane. Approved.
WD/2017/0376/F and WD/2017/0377/LB
Single-storey extension with basement to create kitchen, living and bedroom accommodation with single-storey entrance link to original cottage. Minor alterations to existing cottage to replace modern staircase and provide a first floor bathroom. Relocation of oil tank. Bull cottage, ketches lane, Sheffield Park.  Approved.
WD/2017/0476/FR Retrospective change of use of agricultural land to garden. North Lodge, Bell Lane, Fletching. Approved.
WD/2017/0503/F Alterations and additions to existing bungalow to create a two storey dwelling. Little Ferrers, Batts Bridge Road, Piltdown. Approved.
WD/2017/0568/LB Replace existing drive with tarmacadam base covered with 6mm golden gravel surface dressing. Fermoys, High Street, Fletching. Approved.
WD/2017/0431/F Two storey side extension, increase in roof height and new glazed lobby. Wilmshurst, Fletching. Approved.
WD/2017/0473/LDE Residential occupation in breach of agricultural occupancy condition. Dormers, Sharpsbridge Lane, Piltdown.  WDC have issued the application. Approved.
 
	

	33. 
	Budget vs actual for year ending 31/3/17.
The position against the budget was circulated prior to the meeting and was noted by the council.  The Clerk was asked to clarify the amount paid for removal of moles and the subscriptions in the year.

	

Clerk

	34. 
	General Power of Competence.
It was confirmed that the Parish Council still qualifies for the General Power of Competence because it meets the criteria that the Clerk must hold the Certificate in Local Council Administration including the module on the General Power of Competence and more than two thirds of the Council must be elected.

	

	35. 
	Documents, policies and procedures.
The Clerk had previously circulated the following documents, policies and procedures and these were accepted without amendment:
·  FPC Code of Conduct May 2016.doc
· FPC Complaints Procedure May 2016.doc
· FPC Filming & Recording of Meetings Policy March 2015.doc
· FPC Financial Regulations May 2016.doc
· FPC Standing Orders March 2015.doc
· FPC Freedom of Information Policy May 2016.doc
· FPC Freedom of Information Publication Scheme May 2016.doc
· FPC Press & Media Policy May 2016.doc
· FPC Casual Vacancy & Co-Option Procedure.doc
· The Risk Assessment document

It was agreed that the Standing Orders should be reviewed in detail and a working party was appointed to do this.  The members are Cllr P. Roundell, Cllr B. Dickens, Cllr S. Sainsbury plus the Clerk.

	

	36. 
	Councillor responsibilities and appointments to outside bodies.
The existing list of responsibilities was agreed with the following changes:
· The Health and Community Services portfolio will become Community Services and Cllr B. Dickens will become the lead Member along with Cllr D. Kerwood and Cllr T. Elbrick.
· Cllr B. Dickens will be added to the list of members responsible for Community Safety.
· The pre-school no longer exists and will be removed from the list of responsibilities.

The Clerk will circulate the amended list.
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	37. 
	Meeting attendance records for year ended March 31st 2017.
The attendance record was circulated prior to the meeting and was noted.

	

	38. 
	Parish council insurance.
The insurance renewal documents were circulated prior to the meeting.  The Parish Council is in a 3 year agreement with the insurance company that ends next year.  The Council was satisfied that the insurance policy meets their insurance needs.

	

	39. 
	Dates of future meetings.
The future meeting dates were noted:
	Full Council Meetings 7pm in Fletching Village Hall
	Planning Meetings (if required) 8pm Fletching Village Hall

	Monday 5th June 2017
	Thursday 22nd June 2017

	Monday 3rd July 2017
	Thursday 20th July 2017

	Monday 7th August 2017
	Thursday 24th August 2017

	Monday 4th September 2017
	Thursday 21st September 2017

	Monday 2nd October 2017 in
FLETCHING PARISH CHURCH
	Thursday 19th October 2017

	Monday 6th November 2017
	Thursday 23rd November 2017

	Monday 4th December 2017 in
FLETCHING PARISH CHURCH
	Thursday 21st December 2017




	

	40. 
	Project updates.
· Community Resilience plan.
Cllr Rothery reported that this work is ongoing and that progress will be reported in a couple of months.
· Speed limit reductions on Shortbridge Lane and Golf Club Lane
The Chairman reported that this work is ongoing and that a meeting is to be held with the relevant ESCC officers.
· Fingerpost replacement
The Clerk reported that the fingerpost was due to be replaced this week.  She will chase the contractor.
	


Clerk


	41. 
	Dog bin at the Recreation Ground.
The Clerk reported that the new bin at the recreation ground would cost £500 to install plus £240 each year for emptying.  After some discussion it was resolved to proceed with the installation.

	


Clerk

	42. 
	To receive reports from meetings and training attended.
Cllr Dickens reported on the success of the visit of the Flying Scotsman to the Bluebell Railway.  The Clerk was asked to write a letter of thanks to the Bluebell Railway for such a well run event.

To agree attendance at training/events.
It was agreed that Cllr Sainsbury and Cllr Bone will attend the ESALC conference in October.

	


Clerk

	43. 
	Payments and note bank reconciliation.
The bank reconciliation was noted.  It was resolved that the following payments should be made:
	Elizabeth Bennett
	477.99

	East Sussex Pension Fund
	171.37

	Simon Goacher, payroll services
	227.55

	Nice n Tidy, strim and cut grass x2
	650.00

	Global Tree Care
	330.00

	Elizabeth Bennett, expenses
	43.97

	Nice n Tidy 
	650.00




	

	44. 
	Burial Ground deeds of grant.
The Clerk reported on burials and deeds at the burial ground which were noted.

	

	45. 
	Information for noting or including on a future agenda
The Clerk was asked to add the following items to the next agenda:
· The listing of the Rose and Crown as an asset of community value.
· The street cleaning and weed killing schedule.

	

	46. 
	Close of meeting

	

	47. 
	Date of next meetings.
The next full council meeting will be held at 7pm on 5th June 2017.
A meeting will also be held if required to considered planning applications on 25th May 2017 at 8pm.
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