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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th December 2016 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, G Parkin, P Venning, D Green, Community Warden Joss Vos, PCSO Dan Smith, 7 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
The Chairman opened the meeting by making everyone aware that this meeting and all future meetings will be recorded as agreed at the meeing held on 8th November 2016
3464.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor M Burgess..  
3465.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; Cllrs Smith & Venning declared an interest in agenda item 11.  Minute No. 3475.


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session. See appendix at the end of the Minutes.
3466.
To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2016: Confirmed and signed as a correct record after Minute No.3456. b) added at Minute No. 3438.

3467.
Matters Arising: 


1)  Village Green Signage update: Clerk reported that KCC had replied stating that they didn't see a problem with siting it as suggested, I am just waiting for ABC to respond.  Clerk to chase.


2)  KCC Highways & Transportation Survey:  Completed by Clerk. Thanks received from KCC appreciating the comments although they were negative.


3)  Community Litter Pick Up:  Cllr Green informed the meeting that 11th March had been arranged to carry this out with a second one on 9th September and that an article will be placed in the February edition of the Outlook on Oxney & flyers at the Community Market asking for volunteers.  The Community Warden had offered to help organise it. 


3468. 
Planning Applications (previously circulated to Councillors)

16/01658/AS  Maynes Farmhouse, Wittersham Road – Single storey extension to rear & first floor extension to side over existing new first floor side window.  Cllrs agreed to support this application.


16/01660/AS  Land adjoining The Beeches, Blackwall Road – After a full discussion it was agreed to support this application but to ask that the surface water drainage and disposal of foul sewage questions on the application form be answered before permission is granted. 


16/01721/AS  Lordings, Peening Quarter Road – Removal of condition 2 on planning permission reference 07/01532/AS to allow the converted oasthouse to be used as a separate residential unit in its own right.  After a short discussion when concern had been expresed that the condition had been put in place for a reason, it was agreed to support the application.

3469.  To consider and agree draft Policy & Procedure for Co-opting Councillors to fill vacancies.   This had been circulated beforehand. After a couple of changes to the wording in the draft it was agreed.                                                                                                                                                   
3470.  To consider and agree Expenses Policy.  This had been circulated beforehand.  After a couple of words were removed the draft was agreed. 
3471.
To consider positions to place Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs).  Clerk reported that it would seem that some funding is available from Mike Hill, our KCC Councillor.  Clerk to liaise with our PCSO as to the best places to position them.
3472.
To consider budget & precept proposals for 2017/18.  Figures had been circulated to Cllrs for their consideration.  After a full discussion when the figures where explained it was agreed that 
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Clerk produce new figures with a 6% increase and an 8% increase in the precept for final decision and ratification at the next meeting.  
3473.
To consider participating in the KCC Volunteer Support Warden Scheme again.  Cllrs were aware that despite holding meetings last year to encourage volunteers to take part in the pilot scheme we had been unable to find anyone.  After a full discussion it was agreed to still support this scheme in principle but it would be difficult to find someone at this time of the year.  Cllr Green suggested that it was something that could be considered for our Annual Parish Meeting.
3474.
To discuss and agree the future of the Notice Board outside the Village Hall.  This notice board is old and the glass has been broken twice in recent months so hasn't been replaced.  Agreed that Clerk should carry on putting laminated notices on the board and to purchase a new one in the new financial year at an approximate cost of £1400.
3475.
To consider and if agreed, endorse the Council's position on the Sports & Social Club and its future.  The paper that the Chairman had produced was discussed after which it was withdrawn by the Chairman.
3476.
To authorise payments:


To reimburse the Clerk for the purchase of the recording equipment at a cost of £99.99 which included VAT.  Authorised.
3477.
Correspondence: None

 
For noting:  None


Previously Circulated: a) Clerks and Councils Direct   


Previously Circulated by email:

b)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Notice of 93rd Annual Meeting 14/12/16     c)  KALC – Bulletin on national developments & meetings 11th November     d)  ABC – Ashford development update     e)  Kent Police Weekly report 11/11/16     f)  ABC – Ground water Management & Flood Protection Task Group     g)  Public Sector Executive Online – DCLG accused of 'alarming' lack of understanding of Council funding pressures.     h)  KCC – Friends agains Scams – free scams awareness sessions     i)  KALC – Parish News Nov.16.     j)  Southern Water – Launch of 2016/17 Interim Report & Discover Water Scheme     k)  ABC – Briefing note for Parishes No. 29     l)  ABC – Housing News Online Winter 16/17     m)  ABC – Transforming health & social care in Kent & Medway     n)  Kent Community Messaging.     


o)  RotherDistrict Council Development & Site Allocations (DaSA) Local Plan – Options & Preferred Options Consultation     p)  KALC – Bulletin on national developments & meetings 2/12/16.
3478.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker – Alf will be emptying the bins on Boxing Day.


b)  Finance -   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement – Agreed.

           c)  Planning:


     Decisions received: 


     16/01036/AS  Kingsgate House, Kingsgate Lane – Replacement detached poolhouse and


                            replacement swimming pool.    Withdrawn by Applicant.

     16/00947/AS Tyle House Farm, Stocks Road – Erection of 3 no. detached two storey

                                        dwellings with new access.       Refused.

     16/01025/AS  Stafford Farm, Moons Green – Outline planning permission with all matters


                             reserved for a new dwelling to replace an existing outbuilding in use for 


                             agriculture and the keeping of horses         Granted.

                             At this point the Chairman thanked Mrs Lewis for the help she had been able to give to the Gleesons.  Thanks were also given to Cllr. Green for speaking at the Planning Meeting.  

d)  Highways – Clerk reported that the footway on the Swan Corner has been marked for repair.  


To note that water is running across the road on the Pear Tree bend.

e)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report.


f)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report.
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3479.
Reports from representatives on outside bodies:


Village Hall Management Committee.  Cllr Parkin had attended the AGM and reported that Nigel Thom had resigned as Chairman.
3480.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.    

3481.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  10th January 2017 at 7.30pm.
3482.
Items for information: 


a) KALC – Minutes of the last meeting have been forwarded to Cllrs.


b) KALC AGM – Notes will be forwarded to Cllrs.


c) The Chairman informed the meeting that Nicholas Hurst had asked for a meeting with him.


d) Cllr Venning reported that Action with Communities in Rural Kent had successfully applied for funding for the coffee caravan project.  It is a focal point for people who can't get into town for libraries.

3483.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.


Proposed Cemetery Extension.  Proposed by Cllr Venning, seconded by Cllr Green amd carried unanimously.

The meeting closed at 22.30 hrs.
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
1. Community Warden, Jo Voss, gave a short report.  She had been carrying out community engagement in the village and had been made aware of the recent thefts.  She is talking to the school about having a safety talk with the children in the new year.  She has been involved in the local dementia awareness initiative and will be happy to help with the litter pick.

2. PCSO, Dan Smith, gave a report.  He covers a large area but likes to be proactive by holding surgeries in mobile police stations.  He will be carrying out speed checks.  They have been given new fablets so more time can be spent in the villages.  He drives a van so can park up and still be seen.  His surgeries will be advertised on our website.  His email address is 56800@kent.pnn.police.uk
3. Planning Applications – Just one neighbour attended, in support of the Maynes Farmhouse application.

4. Mrs Miriam Lewis updated the meeting on agenda item 4.  Leandar architecture had produced a beautiful sign however ABC needs to be chased.  Mick Burgess may also be able to help.

5. Mrs Miriam Lewis spoke on agenda item 11 saying that she found it amazing that she had not been able to have sight of the draft paper before the meeting, prepared by the Chairman. The Chairman explained and the Clerk had already explained that the item to be discussed wasn't as she had read it and that it would become clear when it was discussed by Councillors.  Mrs Lewis formally asked for the paper under EIR but the Chairman explained that it doesn't fall under the EIR.  Mrs Lewis continued to ask why the Parish Council felt it should discuss the Sports & Social Club when it has no legal entity.  Mrs Lewis's last question was to ask Councillors if they remembered Minute no. 3314 f) of 8th March 2016 when the Chairman reported that he had received correspondence from Mr John Mallet expressing his concern that he had heard that the Sports Club was talking about having a social club to get more money in and he had said that it isn't a Parish Council matter.  Mrs Lewis asked that it be noted that an answer had not been given.



6.         Mrs Mary Walton had also asked to see the paper before the meeting started.  She explained that her Grandmother had left the land to the Sports Club for sport only and did we think that the Charitable Trust came under our consideration.  It does not at the present time.  In which case she felt that the Parish Council was right in saying that it had no position on the present activities at the Sports Club.
