Minutes of the Tarrant Hinton Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.00pm on Monday 9th January 2017

Present: M Nathan, H.Fildes, A Reynolds, C Hannam, D Watt, County Councillor Croney and six members of the public.

Apologies:  Cllr Skipwith, Iona Forge, Steve Quay, Mrs. Foley, Mr & Mrs Hinchcliffe, Mr & Mrs Erridge, Mr Ellis, Mrs R Fildes
	
Minutes: 
Minutes of the meeting of 13th September 2016 were approved and signed.

Matters Arising:
Councillor Croney confirmed that the relocation of Waste Facilities in Blandford was still under consideration.

1/1/17 Finance:
At 09/01/2017 the balance at the bank was £431.51. Since the last meeting £250 (the second half of the precept) was received 01/10/2016.
£480 paid to Dorset Highways for the Speed and Traffic Survey on the A 354 in September.

2/1/17 Precept:
After some discussion, the following was agreed:
	a) The Precept for 2017/18 would be set at £690 to cover normal expenses and restore reserves to previous levels. 
	b) The Parish Council comprises volunteers who do not claim any expenses, with the result that the Precept is one of the lowest in North Dorset.
	c) The Parish Council is concerned that the creation of a Unitary Council including NDDC could result in Parish Councils needing to consider how best to maintain their influence and to finance additional work and costs that may result from the Reorganisation.
	As the new structures and responsibilities appear, it may to necessary to employ professional staff and or link up with local small parishes. The Parish Council will attempt to estimate how these possible changes could affect the level of Precept required and how any transition to a much higher level would be accommodated.

2/1/2017 Planning:
The following planning application had received since the last meeting:	
a) BT application to remove 64 phone boxes in North Dorset, including the one on the A 354 adjacent to the layby. Annual use - one call.
The Council did not object to the application.
b) Ashtree House –extension – 2/2016/1242 Approved 14/10/2016
	 
3/1/17 Council Reorganisation
	Councillor Croney confirmed the severe financial pressures driving to need for change in the structure and operation of Local Government in Dorset. She then set out the proposed structure and the administrative steps required for its legal implementation:
	a) Two Unitary Councils will be based upon the following local authority boundaries:
Unitary A: Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole plus services currently provided by DCC in this area
Unitary B: East Dorset, North Dorset, Purbeck, West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland plus any services provided by DCC in this area.

Subject to approval by District Overview and Scrutiny Committees, proposals will be submitted to the Secretary of State in February 2017.
Following a series of Parliamentary procedures and reviews, it is hoped to have Parliamentary approval by the summer of 2017.

The transfer of staff, property and other assets, rights and liabilities from the principal authorities to the new Unitary Authorities will be considered by an implementation body set up under the Structural Changes Order for each Unitary Authority. The implementation bodies would be made up of representatives from each of the relevant councils and would continue in place until the new Unitary Authorities are in place, in May 2019. There will, inevitably, be significant costs incurred by the reorganisation. It is hoped that some of these costs will be met by specific Government grant, but the Dorset Councils have a plan to meet the transitional costs, approximately £2.5m, from the resources of existing councils over the next two years.

In response to specific questions Cllr Croney confirmed: 

	a) Nordon would be sold, but conditions have yet to be agreed
b) Durweston Village Hall would be use for local planning meetings and hopefully for other specifically local matters such as the GDSF wash up meeting.
c) A “Hub” office would be established in Blandford Town Centre. Location and function are yet to be agreed
d) The concept of “Area Boards” established in Wiltshire, and how they engage with Community Groups and Parish Councils, will be discussed at a Divisional Meeting on 25 January. Parish Representatives are invited.
 




4/1/2017 Traffic Survey:
	The Chairman reported on the Traffic and Speed survey commissioned by the Parish Council and carried out by DCC Highways in September. The results showed an average speed of 49.7mph Eastbound and 44.7mph Westbound. The Chairman agreed to seek more information on times and numbers of vehicles exceed the 50mph limit.
The possibility of replacing the existing 50pmph roundels with larger ones on a rectangular yellow background incorporating “Tarrant Hinton” would be investigated.
A list of minor improvements had been agreed with Corrine Holbrook, our new Communities Highway Officer. These included new bollards indicating the entrance to the valley road, replacement of a 30mph repeater sign (yet to be installed), clearing the ditches on either side of the A354 and resurfacing and renewing double white lines on a stretch of the A354.

5/1/2017 Home Watch:
	a) No new scams to report         
	b) The Police and Crime Commissioner has asked if residents would support £3.80 per year added to the Council Tax to support policing inn our area. The Parish Council has not been asked definitively to add this to the precept, but it is something to consider for the future if residents would support such an increase.

6/1/2017 Village Hall:
	Regular hirings and the occasional event provided sufficient funds to maintain and improve the Hall. 
	Consideration is being given to installing sound boards to improve the acoustics.

7/1/2017 No 20 Bus:
	Cllr Croney agreed to contact Amanda Evans, Dorset Travel Community Engagement Officer and arrange for her to contact Richard Foley by phone, as email contact had proved unsatisfactory.
	Cllr Croney understood that no decision had been taken concerning the continuation of the No 20 once the one year trial finishes in April.

8/1/2017 Date of Next Meeting: 
	Tarrant Hinton Village Hall, Date to be agreed.


H.Fildes
Clerk
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