CLEE ST. MARGARET PARISH COUNCIL

From the Clerk, Clee St. Margaret Parish Council, Old Post office, Clee St. Margaret, Craven Arms, SY7 9DT

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2014


This report will be summarized at the Annual Parish meeting on Monday 12th May 2014. Please come to this meeting if you can. I would like to draw your attention particularly to the following: -

1.	There has been progress on the provision of Fast Broadband in Shropshire, as you will be aware if you have received an email from the Council. If not, this means that you are one of the few people for whom we do not have a contact email address. In this case please email us at clee.org.uk@gmail.com, so that we can keep you updated with developments.

In brief, the story so far is that the Stoke exchange is being upgraded to fibre at the current time and those with 01584 823 numbers will soon be able to test whether they can receive fast broadband. It is anticipated that there will be very little improvement for most people in the village (and nothing in prospect yet for those on the Ditton Exchange with 01746 712 numbers). The Parish Council is working with Shropshire Council and BT to see if we can improve matters via a community project, which might involve us spending £30,000 of community funds. If you have an interest in this subject, or views about spending Parish funds on it, please come to the meeting!

2.	The Parish Council is setting up a Hill Management Forum. The purpose of this body is to allow those with an interest in the Common (graziers, commoners, walkers, owners) to provide ideas and creative input into the management of the Common. The Forum will have two official Commoners’ Association representatives (elected at their AGM), two official Parish Council representatives, and five further members from the Parish to be elected at the Annual Parish Meeting by secret ballot. Some nominations have already been received, and we would welcome further volunteers either in advance or at the meeting.

3.	 We are aware that the Common is rather messy at present. At the meeting we will discuss measures that we can take to improve matters for walkers, particularly at the Yeld Gate.

4.	The Council has received reports of dogs being permitted to roam unsupervised in public areas outside their owners’ gardens on roads, footpaths and car parks. This causes distress to others, particularly when it results in un-cleared dog-mess. If this is relevant to you, please take note.

THE PARISH COUNCIL

During 2013/14 the members of the Council were:-

Mr. Mike Hardingham (Chairman)   Mrs. Nesta Heighway (Vice Chairman)
Mr. John Heighway		Mr. David Palmer		Mr. Robert Hughes
Mrs. Vicky Matthews		Mr. Ro Reed (part year)	Mr. David Boxold (part year)

Councillors Reed and Boxold stepped down from the Council due to being unable to devote sufficient time and Robert Hughes was co-opted. One further Councillor is in process of being co-opted at the time of writing.

Mrs. Joan Palmer is Clerk and responsible Financial Officer. Official communications to the Council, or request for items to be discussed by the Council, should be made to the Clerk by email or post. Members of the Parish are always welcome to contact Councillors if they wish to have matters raised in the Council on their behalf. The Parish Council meets at least six times a year, and all members of the Parish are legally entitled (and welcome) to attend to observe our proceedings. Minutes are posted on the main notice board in the centre of the village and are published on the Community Website (www.clee.org.uk)


FINANCE

The main figures from the Annual Accounts 2013-14 are: -

Income 2013/14:			£10,811
Expenditure 2013/14:			£14,101
Balance at the bank at 31st March’14: £123,463 (£100,000 is held in 3 year bonds)

It is not normal policy for our expenditure to exceed our income. This year we had unforeseen legal expenditure of around £5,000 in relation to a dispute over access rights to Thornwell. The dispute has been settled and we expect to be reimbursed for this expenditure within three years.

Our draft budget for the 2014/15 year assumes overall income of £11,088 and expenditure of £9,570. We are unlikely to ask for a Parish Precept (the local component of council tax) in the foreseeable future.

Please note that all Parish funds are held with Lloyds TSB. I would like to offer my thanks to Dr. John Bell for acting, once again, as our Internal Auditor.


OTHER PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS – main points

Legal Issues.	 A dispute arose over claims of an historic right of way over the Common to Thornwell. We now have an agreed settlement and will issue an easement (in return for financial compensation) in due course.

Bracken.	 The Parish Council have continued the recent policy of bracken-crushing and will continue to do so in 2014, together with some limited spraying.

Planning. 	The Council has a policy of consulting nearby residents when it is asked to comment on planning applications. In fact, there were no planning applications in the Parish over the last year other than a minor issue over the trimming of a yew tree.

Rights of Way. 	For the record: we last renewed our Statutory Declaration in relation to the Rights of Way across the Common in late 2005, and we will need to do it again in late 2015.

Mike Hardingham, Chairman, April 2014
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Clerk : Mrs. Joan Palmer, Old Post Office, Clee St. Margaret, Craven Arms, Shropshire SY7 9DT
Tel: 01584 823 421 email: joan.palmer4@btinternet.com
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