
[image: image1.png]< W
TEMPLE EWELL



TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: TempleEwellPC@Outlook.com           Website: templeewellpc.world
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 27 June 2023, commencing at 7.15pm
2324/030. Present: Cllrs. G Mousley, Mrs L End, Ms R Horton, S Davies, Mrs A Newington, Mrs K Price, 
C Lynch, Dr M Parks. In attendance: Clerk 
2324/031. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. D Prescott & Mrs K Marsh.
2324/032. Declarations of Interest. None
2324/033. Approval of Minutes in relation to the Meeting held 23 May 2023.
The minutes were adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Ms Horton and seconded by Cllr. Davies.
2324/034. Business deferred from previous meeting – TE Newsletter request for £200 Grant.

Councillors debated this request with concerns expressed regarding its retrospective nature and a need to better understand the current financial situation of the Newsletter. Given the underspend against budget for the 2023 Summer Event (Coronation Street Party) and the fact that this request relates to a special, colour Coronation edition of the Newsletter it was agreed by 6 votes to 2 to authorise the Grant request, subject to a meeting between Chairman/Clerk and the Newsletter officials to review their financial position. 
2324/035. Chairman’s Announcements. None.

2324/036 Presentation & Questionnaire session with Anita Sedgewick, Place Projects & Development Officer at Dover District Council.
This session was the last of many involving town & parish councils and sought ideas for improving the culture for Dover, in particular the town centre, and possible events and development that could assist. Councillors provided feedback and suggestions and reminded the presenter of the value of the River Dour and the many picturesque footpath walks in the Temple Ewell area. The Strategy document is due to be published towards the end of 2023. 
2324/037. District Councillor’s Reports. None received.
2324/038. County Councillor’s Report. No Report.
2324/039. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – There are currently 3 vacant plots and no waiting list. Following a recent review by the committee, two plot holders have been issued with letters requesting that their plots are properly maintained.
Clerk to ensure that the vacant plots are advertised via noticeboards and TE Newsletter.

Events – Clerk advised that there is to be a national celebration of the 80th anniversary of D-Day on Thursday 6 June 2024 which will involve the lighting of beacons across the country.
Finance – No Report. 
Social Media – Cllr. Mrs Marsh asked that any Councillors who have not provided “head & shoulders” photographs for use on our Social Media sites and are willing to do so, send them to her as soon as possible.
Planning – There were no applications reviewed between full Parish Council meetings.
2324/040. Reports from the Clerk.

a) Post Office re-instatement. The Post Office Retail Network Provision Team have advised that due to the absence of funding, the potential applicant for a Post Office in Temple Ewell will not be proceeding. The Post Office have now reviewed the need for a branch in the area and are currently no longer looking to open a replacement branch. This is a consequence of the challenging retail environment due to the economic climate, and a reduction in Government funding.
b) Highways Improvement Plan. A meeting took place with KCC on 5 June at which it was confirmed that the additional section of double yellow lines on London Road opposite Watersend had been approved, and that the 20mph roundels on Lower Road/High Street would be re-marked. The request for 20mph signage attached to lamp posts was refused due to a legal restriction.
Discussions also took place regarding possible traffic calming measures on London Road which KCC are currently looking into. Clerk to chase a response from KCC Highways. 

c) KCC Mobile Library location. Correspondence has been received from Andrew Parks confirming that the landowner of Lorna’s at 2 High Street (his father, Roy Parks) has stated that under no circumstances can the KCC Mobile Library park on the forecourt. Given the lack of suitable alternative parking areas, the library will continue to park at the bottom of Templeside.
d) Letter from a Parishioner regarding validity of uncontested election. The letter quoted a definition taken from the Oxford English Dictionary; a response has been sent advising that the Elections are governed by the rules set by the Electoral Commission, and that these had been fully complied with.
e) KALC Dover Area Meeting 7 June 2023. The meeting discussed the potential closure/reduction in hours of Household Waste Recycling Centres across the County and has requested data from KCC on site usage and fly-tipping within the district. Concern was also expressed at a recent statement from David Brazier, Cabinet Member for Highways & Transport at KCC stating that “it was not the position of KCC to suggest alterations or to attempt to change the mindset of a developer and cannot take account of assumptions or opinions of the local community.” KALC is to challenge this apparent change of planning policy without consultation.
f) Policing update. PC James Chenery has been appointed Ward Beat Officer and will cover Temple Ewell and 7 other Parishes as well as retaining responsibility for policing Dover Town Centre. He hopes to hold a surgery within Temple Ewell in the near future. April crime data revealed 4 acts of Violence/Sexual offences and one of Anti-Social behaviour within the parish. 
g) King George V Playing Field. A quote had been received for the repair of 2 pieces of equipment and replacement/refurbishment of safety matting totalling £8245. A further quote is awaited. Clerk to contact local Councillors to see if any funding is available. Amey Group have confirmed that they will commence work on the footpath installation on 21 July; estimated costs £2300 plus VAT.
2324/041. Planning Applications and Decisions. 
Applications reviewed: 

23/00714 - amendments to road layout and landscaping, The Railway Bell, London Road. No objection.

23/00698 – erection of a self-contained annexe, 12 Church Hill, Temple Ewell. Objection to be raised citing lack of off-road parking, proximity to a Conservation Area and use of inappropriate materials (PVC Roof). If approved a clause should be invoked requiring this building to be permanently linked to 12 Church Hill and never to be sold-off or rented as a separate entity.
Decisions noted:

23/00436 – Two storey side extension to 43 Target Firs, Temple Ewell. Application approved by DDC.
2324/042. Approval of Payments and Bank Reconciliation for May 2023. Approval proposed by Cllr. Mrs End and seconded by Cllr. Mrs Newington. Unanimously approved.

2324/043. Any other business.

a) It was agreed that Councillors Mrs End & Mrs Newington together with the Clerk would arrange a date to review and decide upon the Allotment prize winners for 2023.
b) There have been recent issues at King George V Playing Field in relation to dogs and electric cycles/scooters. The Parish Council re-affirmed the exclusion of dogs and also electric cycles/scooters which represent an enhanced risk of accidents and injury to children. Clerk to arrange temporary signage pending provision of permanent signs and to advise the Headteacher at Temple Ewell Primary School and the Newsletter of this ban.

c) Garden waste continues to be illegally dumped adjoining the footpath at the back of Templeside/Downhill Close. Clerk to ensure that an article appears in the Newsletter.

d) Cllr. Price requested that the remaining small gifts from the 2022 Christmas Lights Event be donated as prizes for the Temple Ewell Primary School Sports Day/Fete. Unanimously agreed.

e) The “Lower Road” sign at the junction with Alkham Road has again been obscured by vegetation from an adjoining property. Clerk to contact homeowner to request that the vegetation is cut back.  

PAGE  
2
Version 1.0


