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Minutes of the Meeting held at Earls Barton Youth Club, Harrowick Lane on Monday 12 May 2014

Present: Cllrs M Cahill, I Abbott, K Abbott, G Blackwell, J Bond, B Chapman, R Gough, M Higham, P Morrall, R Page, M Perkins, C Wells.

073/14 Election of Chair
Cllr Cahill was proposed by Cllr Morrall and seconded by Cllr Page.  There being no further proposal, Cllr Cahill was elected as Chair and duly signed the Acceptance of Office.

074/14 Election of Vice Chair
Cllr Morrall was proposed by Cllr Bond and seconded by Cllr Higham.  There being no further proposal, Cllr Morrall was elected as Vice Chair.

075/14 Election of Committees
Cllr Chapman was added to the Events Committee.  Cllr Cahill was removed from the Youth Affairs Committee and was replaced by Cllr Chapman.  It was agreed that Cllr Bond become the Chair of the Youth Affairs Committee.  The Finance and Projects Committee became the Finance Committee.  Apart from the changes listed, it was proposed that all other committee members remain the same.  This was approved unanimously.

076/14 Review of Policies
It was resolved to approve the following policies: Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Cemetery Rules and Regulations, Complaints Procedure, Equal Opportunities & Racial Harrassment, General Statement of Safetym Model Publication Scheme, Social Media and Data Protection.  The Archiving Policy was deferred for approval at a future meeting.

077/14 Public Speaking Time
A member of the public addressed the Parish Council regarding the highway mowing in the village.

078/14 Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and approved from Cllr R Paintin.

079/14 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest
Cllr Abbott declared a personal interest in planning application WP/13/0677.  Cllr Blackwell declared a personal interest in planning application WP/14/00257/OUT and any discussion relating to David Wilson Homes.

080/14 Minutes of the Meeting of 14 April 2014
It was resolved to adopt the minutes as a correct record.

081/14 Accounts
It was resolved to pay the following accounts:
3786	Borough Council of Wellingborough – Park Street Car Park Rates			£    906.68
3787	Borough Council of Wellingborough – Cemetery Rates				£    612.30
3788	Country Garden & Ground Care – Replace Lost Chq no 3761				£    620.00
3789	Country Garden & Ground Care – Replace Lost Chq no 3762				£    190.00
3790	James Wilson Associates – N/Plan Consultant					£  1524.43
3791	Viking – Stationery								£    198.90
3792 	T A Greenham – VAS Maintenance							£      65.00
3793	Park Landscapes – Pioneer/Grange Grounds Maintenance				£    499.20
3794	Royal Mail – Freepost for N/Plan Consultation					£      12.11
3795	A Rozzier – The Webservices Co – N/Plan Website					£    450.00
3796	EB Methodist Church – Hire of Hall for N/Plan Drop-in Session				£      40.00
3797	N Freeman – Country Gardens & Ground Care – Cemetery Maintenance		£    380.00
3798	N Freeman – Country Gardens & Ground Care – Highway Maintenance			£    325.00
3799	Clerk – Salary/Expenses								£  1225.69
3800	Senior Youth Club Leader – Salary							£    168.86
3801	Senior Youth Club Assistant Leader – Salary						£    101.64
3802	Inland Revenue – Tax/NI								£    347.38
Payment Received – ½ yr Precept from BCW - 						£54499.00
Payment Received – Grant from BCW towards downgrading Clay Lane				£    500.00

082/14 Finance & Projects
(a) Audit 2013/14 – The Clerk presented the end of year accounts.  Each point on Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement 2013/14 of the audit return was read out to the members for consideration.  It was unanimously agreed that points 1-8 be approved as “yes” with point 9 being approved as “not applicable”.  The Internal Auditors report was presented to the members.  It was unanimously agreed to approve the end of year accounts and forward to the External Auditor for consideration.
(b) Treeworks 2014/15 – the responses to the tender invitation for carrying out treework in 2014/15 were considered.  Following discussion it was resolved to award the contract to Thompson Tree Services.

083/14 Police/Community Safety
(a) Crime Figures and Report – No representative from Northants Police was in attendance.  The Clerk advised that 25 crimes were reported in April 2014.  A report from PCSO Paul Hurst was read out to the members.  It was agreed that the Clerk write to the Safer Community Team and ask that police surgeries in Earls Barton are better advertised.

084/14 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Gough reported that the Regulation 14 consultation with the residents and other stakeholders has now ended and a meeting will be held with BCW officers to consider any possible changes required to the Plan prior to submitting it to BCW for the Regulation 16 consultation.  Locality are also carrying out a health check on the draft plan.  

085/14 Rubbish Bin Collections in Earls Barton
It was reported that a number of streets have experienced problems with their bins not being emptied, most recently over the Easter weekend.  Following discussion, it was agreed that this was an issue that needs to be dealt with in partnership with Norse and the residents, and the Clerk will arrange a site meeting to discuss options.

086/14 Community Payback 
Following discussion, it was agreed that the repainting of the railing in the village centre be put forward for consideration as a project for the Community Payback team.

087/14 Earls Barton War Memorial Project Group
All members of the Parish Council were invited to the launch of the WW1 commemorative book “Barton Boys – Lost But Not Forgotten” on Saturday 17 May.  A meeting will be held in May between members of  EBPC, the War Memorial Project Group and Community to discuss a possible event in August.

088/14 Clerk/Registrar Salary Review
Deferred until June’s meeting.

089/14 Highways & Maintenance
(a) Highway Mowing – complaints received regarding the recent mowing of the highway verges was discussed.  It was noted that the contractors reduced their bill by half for the cut in April that was not to a sufficient standard.  It was also noted that the contractors have reported an increased in instances of dog fouling and littering on the verges, with glasses and bottles becoming a particular problem.  It was also noted that the growing season has been difficult so far this year, which also further complicates the matter.  It was agreed that the Clerk take pictures of areas of concern and send them to the contractor, along with a request for a meeting to discuss ongoing issues.

090/14 NCALC/ACRE/SLCC Correspondence
(a) Northamptonshire Larger Councils Partnership – 22 May 2014 – Clerk to attend.
(b) Wind and Solar Farm – updated guidance to be retained by the Clerk.

091/14 BCW Correspondence
(a) Invitation to Annual Meeting of the Council – Cllrs Blackwell, Gough and Morrall attending.
(b) Cllr Bell updated the Parish Council on his role as County Councillor.  Items of note include the intention to bring back the Women’s Tour cycling to the County next year, the Northants Library Service being nominated for a national award and NCC agreeing to fund the bridge over the railway to enable Wellingborough North to be brought forward.

092/14 Other Correspondence
(a) Thank you letter for grant – Earls Barton Youth Club
(b) Thank you letter for grant – EB Museum Trust
(c) Exercise Class in Recreation Field – it was noted that the “mummy and buggy” exercise class has now commenced.
(d) All Saints Church – plans for a wildlife area in the churchyard were noted.  Cllr Morrall advised that work would begin shortly on repairing the church wall.

093/14 Planning 
(a) Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting – it was resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held 30 April 2014. 
(b) Redrow Appeal – APP/H2835/A/14/2213617 – it has been confirmed that the public enquiry will take place in Wellingborough from 12-14 August.  It was noted that Cllr Gough has submitted a request to the Planning Minister Nick Boles MP to call in this appeal.
(c) Planning Applications Received:
WP/13/0677 – the building of a new store and workshop at the rear of the existing premises.   The new building to consist of a portal framed shed with plastic coated metal cladding & roofing materials – A E Services Ltd, 38 Main Rd – Mr A Ellington, A E Services Ltd
WP/14/00265/FUL – single storey extension to rear of property & front porch – 64 Dowthorpe Hill – Mr T Rees.
WP/14/00266/FUL – erection of single storey extension – 6 Milbury – Mr & Mrs Halsall
outline application to demolish some of the existing buildings & for residential development with 
No comment was required on the applications received.

094/14 Sports & Leisure Development 
(a) Update – it was reported that the Section 106 negotiations were now complete and BCW had decided to move forward in approving the S106.  Negotiations between the solicitors regarding the landowner agreement are continuing.  DWH have indicated that they will be submitted the reserved matters applications for the residential aspect of the development and the Sports Fields separately.
(b) Existing and Future Governance of Earls Barton Sports Club – defer to June’s meeting.
(c) Licence Renewal of Pioneer Sports Field – this is currently being reviewed by Wilson Browne Solicitors.  It was agreed that the Chair sign the renewal once the report is received, so long as it does not highlight any areas of concern.

Date of Next Meeting
Monday 9 June 2014 – 7.15pm

It should be noted that these minutes are subject to the approval of Earls Barton Parish Council

Rosemary Smart – Clerk to the Council
01604 812850	theclerk@earlsbarton.gov.uk 	www.earlsbarton.gov.uk
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