


WROXETER & UPPINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
on the 11th March at 7:30pm
Visitor Centre, Wroxeter Vineyard
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Present:   Councillors B Nelson, Mrs J Davies, Mr P Davies, Mr M Millington, Mr K Rowlands, 
                  I Sherwood, Mrs V Amos 
 
In attendance:   Councillor C Wild (Shropshire Council), Mr A Gough (Clerk) and 1 member of      the public.
     
1. PUBLIC SESSION
      No Public Session 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
            No Apologies

1. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS & DISPENSATION 	REQUESTS
	No Declarations

1. MINUTES 
       	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 8th January 2024.

1. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES 
4. Digital Switchover – It was agreed that this item would be carried over to the Annual Parish Meeting in May. The aim would be to try and encourage those who may be adversely affected by the switchover to attend.  

4. Uppington Play Area – This will be an item on the agenda at the next Parish Council meeting in May. 

4. Vehicle Activated Signs – At a meeting in 2023 in Leighton two proposals were put forward regarding road signage on the Ironbridge Road. Firstly, that advisory road signs showing 40mph would be installed and that VAs would be installed and would be activated at 40mph. The VAs have been installed by Howarth as part of the redevelopment of the power station site in Ironbridge and have now been configured to activate at 40mph. Unfortunately, the advisory signs were not in the budget, so these have not been installed. At a meeting of the Parish Council in April 2023 it was agreed that the Council allocate some of the Neighbourhood Funding it has to support the installation of the VAs. This funding is no longer required so the Council could consider funding the advisory signs instead. Cllr. Wild agreed to find out from Shropshire Council what the cost of the advisory signs would be. It is hoped that a meeting can take place over the next month with representatives from Shropshire Council Highways and the Parish Council to discuss the siting of any fixed advisory signs. It was RESOLVED that once the discussions with Shropshire Council have taken place and a price is known for the advisory signs that this would be an item on the agenda at the next Parish Council meeting in May.     

1. REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR 
            Cllr Wild highlighted the issue of the road outside the Horseshoes pub and the fact that the potholes were affecting the pub’s business and deterring customers. The issue has been reported on Fix My Street and hopefully will be dealt with quickly. 
  
1. POLICY REVIEW
The Risk Assessment 2024-25 had been circulated prior to the meeting and contained a number of changes in respect of banking and the Covid restrictions that the Council had been operating under in previous years. It was RESOLVED to accept the changes highlighted in the document and this will now be updated and presented at the next Parish Council meeting in May. Councillors were also asked to review the policies on the Councils website and highlight any amendments prior to the meeting in May. These documents are the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Asset Register, and the Freedom of Information Publication Scheme 

1. FINANCIAL MATTERS

7.  It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments made between meetings:

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	P23-2023/24
	A Gough
	Salary – February 
	£223.52

	P24-2023/24
	SALC
	Chairperson Training
	£85.00


                  
                   b)  To approve invoices for payment by online banking:
                         It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments to be made by online banking:

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	P25-2023/24
	A Gough
	Salary - March
	£223.52

	P26-2023/24
	A Gough 
	Expenses – Feb. – March 
	£26.12


            
1. PLANNING MATTERS 
a) Planning Reference: 24/00640/FUL Old Vicarage, Uppington, Telford, Shropshire, TF6 5HN. It was RESOLVED to make no observations on this application. 
b) Planning Reference: 24/00779/FUL Charlton Hill Manor, Wroxeter, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY5 6PS. It was RESOLVED to make no observations on this application.
			
1. CORRESPONDENCE
                  The Parish Council had received an invitation to attend an Affordable Warmth & Energy Efficiency Retrofit Event at Shirehall, on Monday 25th March. The aim of the event is to give an update on what funding is available to residents to improve energy efficiency in their homes to make them warmer and safer. Councillor Sherwood agreed to attend the event on behalf of the Parish Council.  

1. PARISH MATTERS
      The Chairman had been contacted by the Churchwarden St Mary’s Eaton Constantine regarding St. Andrews Church at Wroxeter asking about a contribution to help with the maintenance of the church. Councillors discussed the request but felt the situation at St. Andrews was different to the church at Uppington, which is still used as a place of worship and which the Council gives a small donation, whereas St. Andrews is no longer used for services. Also, St Andrew's is supported by three other organisations: the CCT, Shropshire Council and the Diocese. Concern was also raised regarding the erection of a sign at St. Andrews which seems to be more of a directive rather than welcoming people to St. Andrews and Wroxeter. 

       It was also pointed out that the Councils budget has been set for 2024-25 so it would be difficult for the Council to allocate funding at this stage in the financial year.

       It was RESOLVED that the Chairman would write to the Churchwarden and say that the Council would not support an application for funding. 

1.  ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT MEETING
It was proposed that the date of the next meeting in May be moved back to the 20th May. This will be the Annual Parish Meeting and the next meeting of the Parish Council. The Annual Parish Meeting will start at 7.30pm immediately followed by the Parish Council meeting. It was RESOLVED that the date be moved.        

Date of Next Meeting: Monday 20th May     

The meeting was declared closed at 20:25


Signed (Chairman):……………………………………………………	Date:……………




