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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 8TH  MAY, 2007, AT 8.00 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

PRESENT: 
Councillors Mrs. J. Whittle in the Chair, Ms. P. Hutchings (Vice-Chair), 

Mrs D. Goodman, Mrs. D. Peace and Mr. E. Roberts.

Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. G. Chancellor (past Chairman) and Mrs. H. Betts (Past Vice-Chairman).

654) DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:

All Councillors signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
655) ELECTION OF A CHAIRMAN:

The election of Cllr. Whittle was proposed by Cllr. Hutchings and seconded by Cllr. Goodman and as there were no other nominations Cllr. Whittle was duly elected as Chairman.

656) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

There were no apologies for absence.

657) DECLARATION OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
658) ELECTION OF A VICE CHAIRMAN:

The election of by Cllr. Hutchings was proposed by Cllr. Peace and seconded by Cllr. Goodman and as there were no other nominations Cllr. Hutchings was duly elected as Vice Chairman.

659) APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES:

The following appointments were agreed:

a) SALC




Cllr. Roberts & Cllr. Goodman


b) Wrekin Area Committee.

Cllr. Peace & Cllr. Whittle
c) Wrekin Sports Advisory Council
Cllr. Goodman
d) Candles Liaison Committee.

All Councillors
e) Village Hall and Playing Field
 Committee.



Cllr. Hutchings
f) Link to Neighbourhood Watch.

Cllr. Goodman
g) Telford and Wrekin Rights of 
Way Project.



Mrs. S. Hutchison & Cllr. Goodman
h) Transport Users Group.


Cllr. Peace

i) St. Lawrence Church Yard 

Development Group.


Cllr. Roberts

j) Newsletter



Cllr. Whittle & Cllr. Goodman

660) REVIEW OF INSURANCE POLICY:

The Insurance Policy with Zurich Municipal was reviewed and it was resolved to accept the quotation and pay the renewal premium of £547.37

661) REVIEW OF ANNUAL PAYMENTS:
The following payments were reviewed and agreed:

a) SALC Affiliation Fee 2007/08

£124.04
b) Local Council Review.


Awaiting invoice
c) Shropshire Playing Fields.

Awaiting invoice
d) Wrekin Sports Advisory Council.
Awaiting invoice
e) CPRE.




£27.00

f) Rights of Way Project.


To remain under review

g) Use of Village Hall.


£200 made available to cover hall hire

h) Councillors’ Allowance


Councillors unanimously agreed not to claim

· their allowance.

i) Chairman’s Fund



It was agreed to set aside £100 to be used as

·  appropriate.

662) ALLOCATION OF CONSULATION REPONSIBILITIES:

It was agreed that Councillors should take special responsibility regarding consultation documents, and appropriate actions, as follows:

a) Crime and Police.


Cllr. Roberts

b) General Planning Consultations.
Cllr. Roberts and Cllr. Peace

c) Environment.



Cllr. Hutchings

d) Health & Social Services.

Cllr. Peace

e) Housing.




Cllr. Peace

f) Transport.



Cllr. Goodman

g) Regional Assembly.


Cllr. Whittle

h) Snow Warden



Cllr. Roberts

663) DONATIONS:

It was agreed that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 & 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

1. County Air Ambulance





£100

2. Severn Hospice






£100

3. East Shropshire Talking Newspaper



£100

4. Wellington & District Cottage Hospital Care Centre Trust
£20

664) TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 2ND APRIL 2007.
The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April 2007 were confirmed as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

665) CLERK’S REPORT:
Highways.

The Clerk reported that he was still trying to get the gulleys emptied.

The Clerk reported that he had asked T&W to look into the state of the surface of Witchwell Lane with a view to it being made safe enough for the use of wheelchairs.

It was agreed that a T&W Highways Engineer should be invited to the next meeting to discuss the following:

· 20 mph speed limit along Wellington Road.

· Options and costing relating to a suitable gateway feature on Wellington Road.

· The restriction of HGV’s on the road from The Forest Glen into the village.

Smalleyhill and Candles Sites.

A letter from Iain Wheeler (Scientific Officer – Contaminated Land) has stated, 

“The Environmental Health Service has carried out gas monitoring in all properties that took up our written invitation.  These investigations, through Part IIa of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, have not identified any likelihood of “significant possibility of significant harm” being caused at Smalleyhill.  Further rounds of gas monitoring will be carried out by us in the near future, and Veolia will submit a site report to the Environmental Health Department on an annual basis.

The Environmental Agency was also consulted on the report, particularly regards to leachate. The EA have confirmed that they do not have any issues or concerns with the levels and concentrates of leachate that are being produced on Smalleyhill.”

In the light of the above it was felt that there was little more to be gained from pursuing the possible link between Stoneyhill and Smalleyhill so far as unauthorised tipping in the 1970’s was concerned.

The date of the next Candles consultation meeting will be 12th September 2007.  It was agreed to appoint a Chairman to the Candles Liaison Committee from the Parish Council at the next Parish Council meeting.

SALC

The New Councillor Training Workshop sessions would be attended by Councillors as follows:

19th June at Meeting Point House Telford: 
Cllrs. Goodman & Peace.

25th June at Shirehall, Shrewsbury:

Cllrs. Hutchings, Whittle and Roberts.

All Councillors agreed to attend the Parish Planning course on 11th June at Shirehall, Shrewsbury.

It was agreed to pay the course fee of £60 for each course.

It was agreed that the Parish Council meeting to be held on 11th June be cancelled so that Councillors could attend the Parish Planning course and that the meeting now be held on Tuesday 12th June.

NEW LITTER/DOG BINS:

It was agreed not to purchase new bins.

666) PLANNING:

To consider planning application AR/W2007/0473/(Full Planning)

Applicant: AJP Design

Proposal: Erection of dormer window to first flor of existing dwelling.

Site Address: 4, Arleston Hill, Wellington

It was agreed that the Parish Council had no objections to this planning application unless there are objections from neighbouring properties.

667) BOROUGH LIAISON:
There were no items for discussion

668) ANNUAL OPEN MEETING:

1. It was agreed that the Highways Officer should address the concerns regarding roadside parking at the foot of the Wrekin when he meets the Parish Council.

2. It was agreed that Highways Officer should address the concerns regarding the proposed number of traffic lights between Horsehay and Junction 7 (M54) and the fact that motorists may well use the roads through the village as an alternative route.

3. The Parish Council agreed to underwrite the summer play scheme.

4. The concern over speeding cars has already been addressed in item 665.

669) INDIVIDUAL UPDATES:

There were no items for discussion

670) FINANCE:

Bank Mandate:

It was agreed that the signatures of two Councillors , from the three authorised to sign, be placed on cheques.

Bank Balances:

Bank Balances on 31ST March 2007 stand at: 

Community Account 10584258 - £710.63 with one cheque for £92.07 to be cleared giving a balance of £618.56.

On 2nd April 50% of the Precept, £5,000 was credited to the account. 

Deposit Account 80850985 - £7,471.90

Payments:

It was agreed to pay the following accounts in accordance with the budget:

Zurich Municipal Insurance 
Annual Insurance Policy


£547.37

Npower



Energy Consumption


£6.41

Npower



Energy Consumption


£85.00

Npower



Energy Consumption


£12.56

CPRE




Annual Subscription



£27.00

T&W




Annual Postage Charge


£10.82

John F. Marcham


Clerk’s salary




£122.40

Customs & Revenue


Tax on clerk’s salary



£34.52

SALC




Affiliation Fee 2007/08


£124.04

K. Smith Contracting

April grass cutting



£188.00

SALC 




Training Course



£60.00

Accounts relating to the Benchwalks:

Caroline Glanville


Illustrations




£750.00

Larry Jones



Oak/Sweet Chestnut for benches

£2600.00

Prestige Print



1000 Benchwalk Leaflets


£100.00

Brooks Design


Design, Artwork, proofs


£293.75

671) DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be Tuesday 12th June commencing at 8.00 unless a T&W HIghways Officer can attend at 7.30 pm.
