
Cerne Valley Parish Council
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting
Date: Thursday 12th February 2026
Time: 7.00pm
Venue: Cerne Abbas Village Hall

Present
Fred Horsington (Chair), Jacqui Bolt (Vice-Chair), Karen Burghart, Mike Keating, Linda Prowse, Steve Beresford, Helen Brown, Yasmeen Moore (Clerk)

In attendance
Members of the public – 6
National Trust representatives - 2
Dorset Council representative, Jill Haynes. Left meeting following Dorset Council Report

1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Caroline Paul and Paul Ralph.
Council accepted apologies for all named councillors except Caroline Paul as it was noted that attendance at Parish meetings had not taken place since June 2025.


2. Declarations of Pecuniary and Other Interests
· Fred Horsington declared an interest in the allotment field and Planning application PCLP 2026/00495
 No other declarations were made.

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting (12 January 2026)
The minutes were approved as a correct record.
The Chair signed the minutes during the meeting.

4. Matters Arising
4.1 Red Lines Outside the School
Ongoing discussions with Highways. It was proposed that the Parish Council support the painting of lines, but a request be made as to whether these lines could be painted in reflective white instead.
JB Proposed, SB seconded. All agreed
JB to contact Dorset Council re decision and request. 

4.2 Dog Fouling
Persistent problem despite leaflet drops and notices taking place in the past.
It was proposed that the following actions take place: 
· Re‑laminate and re‑display existing posters
· Contact dog warden about clearer signage to bins to indicate that they can be used for dog waste
LP Proposed, KB seconded. All agreed
KB agreed to carry out these actions. 


5. Update from the Chair

Nothing to report this month

6. Public Discussion Period
A resident raised concerns about:
· Pumping operations following heavy rainfall
· Sewage entering the river
· Wessex Water’s filtration claims 
· Long‑term inadequacy of the sewer network
· Impact on planning decisions
Council noted these issues would be relevant to later agenda items on flooding and planning.
Public session closed.

7. Dorset Council Report
Cllr Jill Hayes delivered a detailed report including:
7.1 Budget
· 5.7% increase agreed
· £25.9m additional funding required
· Council now expected to raise 92% of its budget from council tax (previously 83%)
· Business rates reset to 2013 levels, creating future funding gaps
· Budget described as “very risky” with £29m savings required in‑year
7.2 Flooding & Section 19 Investigation
A Dorset‑wide Section 19 investigation will be undertaken to determine:
· Responsibilities of Wessex Water, Dorset Council, Environment Agency
· Failures in drainage, sewer capacity, and highway flooding
7.3 Housing Allocation / Tier 3 Concerns
Cllr Helen Brown expressed concern that:
· Parish Council views are not sufficiently considered
· Cernes Abbas should not be on the Tier 3 development list
· Flooding and groundwater issues make development unsuitable
Cllr Karen Burghart also raised concerns about:
· Misattribution of flooding to development at Giants Close
· Incorrect rainfall data used in planning
· Wessex Water’s refusal to upgrade drainage

8. Committee Reports
8a Allotments
· Polytunnel frame replacement ordered.
· Clearance work underway at lower allotments.
· Old polytunnel to be reskinned.
8b Burial Ground
· Mapping work ongoing; burial space becoming limited.
· Tree works scheduled for 24 February.
· Sunken plot backfilled and debris removed.
8c Car Park & Picnic Area
· Inspection report noted algae on equipment.
· National Trust / Encompass Care grant: Council accepted donation of an octagonal accessible picnic table.
8d Children’s Play Park
· Inspection report received; gate requires attention.
· Committee meeting to be held in March.
· It was proposed that 3 times a year inspection should continue with Elite Playground Inspections.
MK proposed. LP seconded. All in favour
Clerk to renew annual contract with Elite Playground
8e Footpaths and Environment
· Numerous potholes reported.
· Discussion on food vans and signage clutter is ongoing with Dorset Council.
· Discussion on painting new square bollards white. MK agreed to investigate painting a bollard as a trial. 
8f Planning

· P/TRT/2026/00618 -  T1 Eucalyptus -Fell. Information only
· P/FUL/2026/00415 -  Extension of Burial Ground. CVPC application
· P/CLP/2026/00495 -  Change of use of agricultural building to flexible commercial use. FH left the room as this point. Council agreed to support this application.
· P/TRC/2026/00265 -  G1 Sycamore x 8 – Fell. FH returned to the room at this point. Council supported.

9. Finance
Payments for Authorisation:
· Playground inspection
· Allotment woodchip
· Burial ground extension planning works
All approved unanimously and signed by Chair.
Bank reconciliation noted and signed by Chair.

10. Agreement of Co-option Policy 

The Clerk presented a draft co-option policy
FH proposed that this policy was adopted
JB seconded
All in agreement. 
Clerk to place Co-option policy on website.

11. Co‑option Policy & Co‑option
Members considered a co-option application from Wendy Coward.
Vote was taken
Co-option for Wendy Coward was not supported

12. Open Gardens – Allotments Participation
Council discussed proposal to include allotments in Open Gardens for the 50th anniversary.
Concerns raised over insurance, risk assessments and dogs on the plots.
KB to consult plot holders and report back on whether a proposal will be put forward to include allotments in the Open Gardens event.

13. Flood Wardens Report
Key issues:
Continued pumping direct from the sewers into the Chalk Stream
Groundwater infiltration into sewers
Damage to chalk stream
Need for assessment of sewer capacity and infiltration points
Need for natural flood management options
Request for Wessex Water to attend March meeting
Dorset Council designating Cerne Abbas as a Housing Development Area
It was proposed that a Flooding Working Group, led by Cllr Helen Brown should be established to consider flooding issues and to oppose the designation of Cerne Abbas as a Housing Development Area (Tier 3) in the emerging Dorset Council Local Plan 
FH Proposed. LP seconded. All in favour
HB to set up working group and report back to Council on the membership and terms of reference for this group. 


14. National Trust Update
Representatives from the National Trust introduced themselves and outlined:
· Acquisition of Giant’s Hill, North Mead and associated land
· Long‑term plans for nature recovery, grazing, and public access
· Community engagement events planned
· Willingness to work with Parish Council and local residents
KB proposed that LP be appointed as a liaison with National Trust. FH seconded.  All in favour.

15. Future Housing development
This item is linked to the flood wardens report and was discussed under this item on the agenda.

16. Emergency Flood Plan
Council agreed:
· To link the Emergency Plan with the Parish Council website
· To display the flood plan on the village noticeboards
· Flood Wardens may delegate responsibilities via the Clerk when absent

17. Next steps re prescriptive path objection
No change since last meeting reported.
Council reaffirmed that any meetings that take place on this matter must involve the original working committee.
Awaiting further information before next steps.

18. Meeting Dates
· Burial Ground and F&E Committee dates to be arranged.
· Next Parish Council Meeting: Thursday 12th March at 7pm at Cerne Abbas Village Hall.

The Chair thanked all attendees and closed the meeting at 8.53pm.
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