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Flying the Flag

Whilst neither Warnford nor West Meon Churches have flagpoles, recent events have made
me think about the flag most flown over churches in England, the flag of St George, and how
it sends different messages to different people in different places. Then I began to think about
the signals we send as churches and as communities in all the things that we do. Inspired by
an article by a bishop, I use the flag as a tool to explore this.

Confrontational protests seem to grab the headlines and fuel a media frenzy all too often.
Some of the protesters have carried the Union Flag and some the Flag of St George to signal
racial intolerance and a hostile, exclusionary nationalism. That has raised an important question
for churches: can we still use the flag of St George as a symbol to express a Christian presence,
love of place, service, and welcome?

Recent debate in Southampton, following the conviction of Vickrum Digwa for the murder
of Henry Nowak, together with comments from Anglican bishops, are of interest here.

The Bishop of Southampton condemned the murder, but she also called for a prayerful and
peaceful response. The bishops leading on Racial Justice condemned both the killing and the
falsehoods that surrounded it. They urged compassion, rejected violence, and asked for prayer
for Henry’s family and friends. Their words help set the tone for this discussion.

Amidst the debate is the flag of St George. For some, it can represent service, community,
and a generous patriotism. For others, it has become tied to exclusion and hostility. Churches
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VILLAGE HALL

Book a Charming & Versatile Hall For
Your Next Event

A flexible space perfect for
meetings, conferences, lectures, clubs &
societies and social events.

Great facilities, convenient location and on-
site parking

For Booking Enquiries please contact
Amie Boyes
07887 946169
hello@warnfordvillagehall.org

For more information visit our website
www.warnfordvillagehall.org
Warnford Village Hall - Registered Charity Number 1078228
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AN ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY RESOURCE.
IDEAL FOR ALL MEETINGS, CLASSES,
SOCIETY EVENTS AND PARTIES.
LARGE AMD SMALL HALLS. HIFI. AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT
AND FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN.
YEMUE OF THE MOMTHLY COMMUNITY CINEMA,

ALLINFORMATION AT:
HHHHESTHEONYILLAGEHALL ORG.UK
OR CALL CAROUINE BUTCHER: 07770440561

West Meon Village Shop
& Cuppacheeno Café

SHOP:
» Wide range of everyday
essentials

« Daily delivery of fresh fruit
and veg

« Artisan bread and pastries

« Gifts, cards and more

* Dry-cleaning service

* Pop-up Post Office on
Tuesday and Thursday
mornings

CAFE:

« Breakfast, lunch, coffee
and cake

* Bike- and dog-friendly
« Sunny courtyard garden

Shop open:
Mon to Sat 7.30 am to 5pm
Sun 7.30 am to 1pm

Café open:
9am to 3pm
every day

Find us on:
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High Slreét, West Meon. Tel: 01730 82931

WESTMEONPHYSIO

Mollie McClelland Morris

For injury, iliness

and surgery recovery,
or pain and stiffness
that holds you back:

“Having experienced Mollie's professionally:
structured approach to.,physiotherapy,

| would recommend with confidence
adopting this exceptional practice to
resolve physical difficulties.” Barry Collins

07545590117 Yyoga@molliemorris.com




therefore need to be clear about the meaning they attach to it and decide how to communicate
that.

The Rt Revd Martyn Snow, the Bishop of Leicester, suggested that congregations should
ask what kind of community they want to be and what kind of patriotism they wish to show.
Any use of the flag, he argues, should be honest about its contested history, clear in intention,
and rooted in Christian faith.

He still encouraged churches to fly the flag on St George’s Day, but only as part of a deeper
reflection on what healthy patriotism looks like. He identifies three marks of healthy patriotism:
honesty, belonging without exclusion, and a commitment to the common good.

Honesty means not telling a flattering story
about the past. Christian worship teaches us
this balance: we confess wrong, give thanks
for good, and pray for a better future. Love of
country, like love of self, must be truthful if it
is to be healthy.

True belonging does not depend on drawing
hard lines between “us” and “them”. A parish
church exists for everyone in its community.
We should keep asking who feels at home, who

does not, and whether our words and actions genuinely communicate welcome.

And, patriotism must look outward. Christian mission is never self-contained; it serves
God by serving neighbours, community, and the wider world and so should our patriotism.
As Bishop Snow wrote last St George’s Day, the Christian tradition already contains rich
resources for this kind of patriotism in its ordinary worship. Christian faith can free us from
nostalgia for a golden age that never truly existed. Scripture, worship, and a calendar of saints
give us a deeper memory: one that honours the past without being trapped by it, and that calls
us towards the fulfilment of God’s promises. In that light, we can love our nation while still
seeking a wider good for all people.

To be candid, the Church has not always met this standard. Faith has too often been used
to serve power rather than God, but that should lead us to humility, not retreat. A flag on
its own cannot carry this message, but our words and actions can. When we choose to fly
it, we must show that love of place is held with gratitude and humility, that it welcomes the
stranger, and that the cross at its centre speaks not of superiority but of sacrifice, compassion,
and redemption. Above all, we must make clear what kind of community, and what kind of
patriotism, the Church stands for.

Those of us who profess any sort of faith, should always be mindful of the signals we send
to others when we do even the things that we may take for granted.

How can we unite as a community comprising all faiths and none, around the things that
we hold dear, and which can be employed to serve everyone here and others beyond, for the
greater good of humanity?

With thanks to, and recognition of, Bishop Martyn Snow for his thought-provoking article
in the Church Times (23rd April 2026).

Fr Tony
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Our Services:
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Employment

Family

Midhurst
01730 816711

Petersf:eld

THE

COUNTRY
HOUSE

COMPANY

Sales | Lettings | Management

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in West Meon & Warnford

www.countryhousecompany.co.uk

01730771222 B A
\chs B
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CHIMNEY

SWETETP

Brush ‘n’ Vac, insured up to £5 million
All types of fires & appliances cleaned
Accredited certificate issued
after every sweep

www.oliverschimneysweep.co.uk
info@oliverschimneysweep.co.uk
0800 0133323 « 07889 488010
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QUALIFIED
CHIMNEY SWEEP

(burnfright)
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R. G GRAY

& SON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Four Continuous Generations

TELEPHONE:

07901 671972

Whinburgh, Portsmouth Road, Old Netley
Southampton, Hampshire SO31 8ET




Annual Gallops Closure Notice

The Gallops will be closed from Monday 6th July to Friday 10¢h July inclusive. The Gallops
will reopen on Saturday 11th July.

Although Footpath 8 (FP8 in map below) is currently difficult to access due to overgrowth,
walkers are welcome to continue using the grass margin that runs parallel to Footpath 8 up the
hill to join the bridleway at the top of the Gallops. This permissive route will remain available
during the closure period.

Signs have already been erected around the Gallops to advise walkers of the temporary
closure and available route. Please refer to the accompanying plan, which shows the walking
route available during the closure period and the current line of Footpath 8.

Please note that the land off the footpath beyond Floud Lane towards Warnford does not
form part of the Gallops permissive route. We would kindly ask walkers to remain on the
designated routes, as the surrounding land is privately owned, the surrounding buffer strips
form part of an environmental scheme, and the area is signposted accordingly.

We are due to meet with Hampshire County Council’s Rights of Way Team in the coming
weeks to discuss the clearance and future management of Footpath 8. Further updates will be
provided once those discussions have taken place.

We enjoy seeing
people walking the

xﬂ*"h% Gallops and appreciate
ﬁ&' the care and respect
5" ' shown by those who
o7 use them. For the
_@-’:f avoidance of any doubt,
4

7 once Footpath 8 has
-\59- been re-established,
walkers will continue to
be welcome to use the
Gallops by permission,
as they do currently,
subject to normal
land management
requirements and
occasional temporary
closures.

Thank you for
your cooperation and

Map Legend:

wooey = Closed

Recreation ground

= ngn

understanding.

For any questions
please email: graham.
silk@hotmail.com

Graham Silk
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G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS
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safe

REGISTER

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

01329 834600 enquiries@g-rixon-ltd.co.uk

www. g-rixon-ltd. co.uk

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty light
fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such as complete
rewires and replacement bathrooms. We are disabled
adaptation specialists and install level access showers
and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire S032 3PQ

SELBORNE GUITARS

Guitar setup, maintenance and repair
www,selborneguitars.co.uk
Email: support@selborneguitars.co.uk
WhatsApp: 07484 631092

[ Conputer Problem Solved
(

T

-; =
For a friendly, no obligation quote call:

Chris Guénier

01489 890738 or 07962 641796
http://www.cps-Itd.org.uk

We aim to efficiently /\
solve your home and
Business computer needs.

-7

j

info@computerproblemssolved.co.uk

)

Architectural Interior Design,
Remodelling & Refurbishment

Contact Stephen Dick on
07976 723 425 or

h einteriore

com

RESIDENCE

INTERIOR DESIGN

The Old Stables, West Meon
www.residenceinteriordesign.com

ADRIAN HOARE
TREE SURGEON

07825 730687
www.aphtreecare.co.uk
info@aphtreecare.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Hedge Maintenance
Site Clearance
Fencing

Hampshire - Surrey - West Sussex

B “‘@2
"DROXFORD ANTIQUES

Still buying & selling antiques of all descriptions.
Sourcing service, valuations & probates.
Repairs & restorations carried out in our own workshop.
2 o
Curtain Making
Beautiful hand sewn curtains, blinds, &
upholstery made especially for you.
The Old Bakery, High Street, Droxford SO32 3PA
Telephone: 01489 878800 + Mobile: 07973 551519
mary or mark@droxfordantiques.co.uk
(‘all in or contact us for free, professional & confidential advice .

STUDIO 6

High quality colour print at competitive prices
Professional graphic design * Business & private stationery
Leaflets & flyers * Posters, banners & signage

Y detiver % Hhe FYlfeor lalley!

PLEASE CONTACT US VIA PHONE OR E-MAIL

01329 832933 - print@studio-6.co.uk

Gemma Holistics

in Warnford

Complementary Therapies for Mind, Body & Soul
Reflexology - Reiki
Indian Head Massage
The therapies work alongside medical treatments
gemma@gemmabholistics.co.uk

07749 425 999
www.gemmabholistics.co.uk
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Warnford Walk for Funds

On Saturday 9th of May Warnford
Parochial Church Council hosted a May
Walk fundraising event in Warnford Park. g
Despite a rather gloomy forecast we had a
beautiful sunny afternoon and some amazing
feedback from our visitors who very much
enjoyed themselves. The event could not
have happened without the very generous
help of many people: the car parking team, §
the welcoming team outside the church, the
members of the Warnford Park fishing club
who stewarded the walk and told visitors about
the wildlife in the river and lake, the team |
in the church offering tea and cakes, many .
members of the community who baked cakes,
and Pat Matthews who played the organ all
afternoon. Thank you sincerely to everyone.

The May Spring walk in the park was
started in 2025 to raise funds for both Warnford church and to donate to a local charity. The
PCC decided to donate this year to the Rosemary Foundation (https://rosemary-foundation.
org.uk/) which is a local charity dedicated to providing end-of-life care and support for patients
and their families in Hampshire. We first donated to the foundation at the Spring Walk in
2025 and have repeated the gifting this year. The net sum raised after costs was £1,931.24 — the
PCC will donate £1,000 to the Rosemary Foundation with the balance going to the church.
The representatives from the Rosemary Foundation who attended the event raised a further
£189.53 on the day.

With grateful thanks from the Warnford PCC to everyone who bought tickets to attend
the event and to all the magnificent helpers who made it possible. Andrew Sellick

Warnford PCC

I, Gerry Corden, wish to retire as the Secretary of the Warnford Parochial Church Council
(PCC) and I am seeking someone to take over. Membership of the PCC is not necessary and
the role is not onerous: there are only 5 meetings in a year. It involves writing the Agenda for

each meeting, attending it, and then writing up its Minutes.

I have done it for about 25 years and, as I'm 94, I feel it is time to hand over. I would be
happy and willing to help the new incumbent to get started, at least.

Please reply by e-mail to me: gacorden@btopenworld.com Gerry Corden

CM Sports

Junior Tennis Coaching at West Meon and Warnford Tennis Club Monday August 17th-
Wednesday 19th. For children year 2 to year 7. Times from 8.30am-3pm. £23 per day. To
book email cmsports.ipalbookings.com Jane Waller
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Professional Foot Care, Right in Your
Community
Gentle, respectful treatment for:
+ Diabetic foot health checks
* Corns, calluses and hard skin
* Fungal nails and athlete’s foot
* Nail trimming and ingrown toenails
+ Verrucas (children and adults)
* Foot pain, bunions and plantar fasciitis
» Recovery after injury or surgery
* Routine foot maintenance to stay
comfortable
Supporting your mobility, comfort and
independence — one step at a time.
Appointments held locally in village halls.

No long NHS waits. No need to travel to town.

DBS checked « Qualified Foot Health
Practitioner
and Injury Rehab Specialist
Joanna DipFH BSc (Hons)

& 01420 343 130

Joanna@BalancedBodiesSport.com
The Foot Health Clinic by Balanced Bodies
Bringing expert care to the heart of your
community.

Contact us for a free market appraisal

SALES, LETTINGS AND
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

and for landlord and tenant advice

01730 262 600

bemwilsonhill.co.uk

-.MEON VALLEY
* LANDSCAPES

Patios « Paving * Pathways
Walls & Brickwork « Fencing
Driveways ¢ Drainage
Hedge Cutting & much more

We bring a personal touch to each project, ensuring that our
values of reliability, expertise and attention to detail shine
through in every aspect of our work.

Free no obligation quotations
Tel: 07765 486984 / 01730 823316
danny@meonvalleylandscapes.co.uk
www.meonvalleylandscapes.co.uk

Babls frem o

EAST MEON ARTS

=

Amici!

With Mark Willzama (tenor) and Pat Glmn (luote)

Music far viols, lute and voice
from the 16th and 17th centuries

Saturday 11th July
t.00pm (duration 1 hour)
All Saimts’ Church, East Meon
mmm;mwmhpmmm

OF &l tha dosai
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WARNFORD VILLAGE FETE

Saturday 29" August 2026
at1pm

Warnford Playground

Entry is FREE OF CHARGE
Contributions would be appreciated for the following
stalls: -

Books Bottles Plants Toys

Tombola Cakes & Preserves Bric-a-Brac

Please contact Amie Boyes at
amieboyes@icloud.com for details

Thank You!

Yy vv'Vvy wv

Warnford Pop-Up Pub — Friday 14th August 6-9pm

There are few things better than a get-together at the end of the week: a drink in hand,
familiar faces, new conversations, and that relaxed Friday-evening feeling that villages do so well!

So, for one evening only, what we hope will be the first of many, Warnford Village Hall will
be opening its doors as the Warnford Pop-Up Pub on Friday 14th August, from 6pm to 9pm.

The idea is very simple: a relaxed, friendly evening for neighbours and friends from Warnford,
West Meon and the surrounding area to come together. There will be good-value drinks
including non-alcoholic drinks, a warm welcome, and plenty of time to chat, catch up, and
enjoy a relaxed evening in good company.

Whether you live just down the road, already know the hall well, or simply fancy a friendly
evening out, do come along. You do not need to book, dress up, bring a team, join a committee,
or demonstrate any advanced pub-going qualifications. Just turn up!.

All proceeds from the evening will go towards supporting Warnford Village Hall, helping to
keep this much-loved community building available for everyone. On behalf of the Warnford
Village Hall Committee Stuart Forsyth
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Forestry and Arboriculture Ltd

Crown rednction/reshaping * Thinning/Deadwooding * Skilled tree removal * Fencing
Plantation maiatenance * Headges * Tree planting * Woodland management * Stump grinding

Professional qualifications * Insured in all aspects of forestry and tree surgery

For a personal and caring service contact Joe Gordon g > 24 hour emergency call-out
tel 023 9263 2418 * mob 07712 808081
www.treedocjoe.couk

Free quotations

All aspects of West Meon Sports Club Pavilion

interior decorating Hiring Charge £12 per hour
J as well as Price includes lighting, heating and hot water. Fully equipped
- . ice includes lighting, heati water. Fully equi
Tiling - Plastering kitchen. 50 place settings.
SJM Decorati ng Tables, BBQ, heating chafers, china, cutlery & glassware available
for hire for home and village events.
Call Steve Mitten on Large tent for hire: 8m x 4m steel ridge frame (2m eaves)
07818 061650 For further details for hiring and bookings please contact
] ] Mary Edwards 01730 829689 or email:
Stevemitten69@gmail.com maryandrory@btinternet.com

Petersfield
Framing
Studios

Bespoke picture framing service.
All types of work undertaken.

Large choice of materials. 5N
Tel. 01730 269926. TELEPHONE: 01730 859764 » MOBILE: 07881 276754
WIWW .IJEt'E rSfIEMﬁ'E I'I"Iil'lg -CD- Uk Email; mdoiinatid -+oolngLo s, @ wnrs P - Moot ngL o0 s wies - on

=7, Local Treasures /— Meon Springs Self Stnrage\
where experience matters
Trusted, vetted, friendly help

e e S e i Dry, secure and accessible Self Storage

22 Companionship/home help just 5 minutes from West Meon.

%® Gardeners - regular & ad hoc

# Handymen - alL DIY big and small To reserve a unit or find out more, visit

¥ Decorating, ironing, pet care...... www.meonspr i NEs.com
Contact Lou Bushell orcall
0333 577 3301
hellolou@localtreasures.me \ ul?su 823245 ‘/
www.localtreasures.me
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WARNFORD
VILLAGE HALL

Warnford

Pop-Up Pub

A relaxed evening for neighbours
and friends to get together

| O Fun, sociable and convivial, with ;
| =9 good-value drinks, and all funds raised i;;‘
helping to support Warnford Village Hall,

"\"‘-1 f r ‘ '_..

|
| _
c;; &me alp far a drink, a c:fmf and il

; w oA g grear village afnwspf’wra

Date: Fnduy Mﬁ: August
Tlme 6 E‘pm
Vcnuf: Warnfnrd ‘I."lllagc Hall

Deta:]s Everyone welcome

f
" ﬁi ............... T ; "FI%L .' . .',.I-I ;
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Services in the Upper Meon Parishes
July & August

Sunday, 28th June - 4th after Trinity
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
10.30am Benefice Eucharist at Langrish Celebrating St Peter & St Paul
6pm Evensong at West Meon
Wednesday, 1st July
9am Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon
Sunday, 5th July — 5th after Trinity
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
9am Mattins (BCP) at Warnford
10.30am Benefice Eucharist at East Meon
Tuesday, 7th July
6pm Compline at Langrish
Wednesday, 8th July
9am Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon
Sunday, 12th July — 6th after Trinity
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
9am Service of the Word at Langrish
10.30am Benefice Eucharist at West Meon
Wednesday, 15th July
9am Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon
Sunday, 19th July —7th after Trinity
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
9am Holy Communion (BCP) at Warnford
10.30am Service of the Word at East Meon
Wednesday, 22nd July — St Mary Magdalene
9am Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon
Saturday, 25th July — St James the Apostle
4.30pm A short pilgrimage from Warnford Church to West Meon
6pm A simple outdoor Holy Communion at West Meon
Sunday, 26th July — 8th after Trinity
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
10.30am Benefice Eucharist at Langrish
10.30am Service of the Word at West Meon
Wednesday, 29th July — Mary, Martha and Lazarus
9am Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon
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Saturday, 1st August
6pm Roman Catholic Mass at West Meon
Sunday, 2nd August — 9th after Trinity
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
9am Mattins (BCP) at Warnford
10.30am Benefice Eucharist at East Meon
Tuesday, 4th August
6pm Compline at Langrish
Wednesday, 5th August
9am Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon
Monday, 6th August — The Transfiguration
6am Meditative Eucharist at West Meon
Sunday, 9h August — 10th after Trinity
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
9am Service of the Word at Langrish
10.30am Benefice Eucharist at West Meon
Wednesday, 12th August
9am Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon
Saturday, 15th August
6pm Roman Catholic Mass for Our Lady at Warnford
Sunday, 16th August —11th after Trinity/ Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon (11th after Trinity)
9am Holy Communion (BCP) Patronal Festival at Warnford - Feast of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
10.30am Service of the Word at East Meon
Wednesday, 19th August — St Mary Magdalene
9am Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon
Saturday, 22nd August
6pm Roman Catholic Mass at Langrish
Sunday, 23rd August — 12th after Trinity
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
10.30am Benefice Eucharist at Langrish
10.30am Service of the Word at West Meon
Wednesday, 26th August
9am Morning Prayer at Langrish and West Meon
Sunday, 30th August — 13th after Trinity
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at East Meon
10.30am Outdoor Garden Service in a garden to be confirmed
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Meon Valley Bus - Wednesdays Soberton to Petersfield
Including all request stops on A32 Droxford- West Meon
www.meonvalleybus.co.uk

info@meonvalleybus.co.uk 0930 Soberton Village Hall
0934 Brockbridge (The Hurdles)
Timetable from November 2025 0939 Droxford Square
0946 Meonstoke Pound Cottages
Mondays West Meon to Fareham 0951 Corhampton
0930 West Meon Thomas Lord PH 0954 Warnford George and Falcon
0933 Warnford Village Hall 0957 West Meon Thomas Lord
0938 Exton The Shoe PH 1013 Petersfield Station Drop off only *
0940 Meonstoke PO & Stores 1017 Petersfield Square
0944 Meonstoke Pound Cottages 1022 Petersfield Tesco
0951 Droxford Square Return:
0955 Brockbridge The Hurdles 1225 Petersfield Tesco
1000 Soberton Village Hall 1230 Petersfield Square
1003 Webbs Green War Memorial
1006 Soberton Heath Chapel Road pond Fridays Soberton to Winchester
1008 Soberton Heath Bold Forester PH 0930 Soberton Village Hall
1010 Newtown Rookesbury Hall 0934 Brockbridge The Hurdles
1015 Hundred Acres 0939 Droxford Square
1027 Fareham Library 0945 Meonstoke Pound Cottages
1032 Fareham Station Drop off only * 0949 Meonstoke PO & Stores
1039 Fareham Sainsbury’s 0951 Exton The Shoe PH
Return: 0956 Warnford Village Hall
1230 Fareham Sainsbury’s 1016 Winchester Broadway
1235 Fareham Library 1023 Winchester Station Drop off only *
1030 River Park Leisure Centre
Return
1225 River Park Leisure Centre
* Station stops only on request 1230 Winchester Broadway

No service on other days or public holidays. £6 return,£3 single any journey. Bus passes accepted.
Under 16 half fare. Under 5 free. Dogs allowed subject to driver discretion.
Timings are strict, bus will not wait after scheduled time.

Meon Valley Community Bus Association A volunteer service. Reg charity 1168058
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Dreamcatchers and Warriors

Summer term is a notoriously busy time of year in primary
schools and West Meon is no exception. With the warmer weather,
we have more opportunities to use the outdoor spaces including
the Nature Station. Recently Hedgehogs & Hoglets class spent an
afternoon making shelters and dreamcatchers. Our new pull-along fg
carts have made taking equipment up to the Nature Station much o
easier — thank you FOWMS. ;

With statutory tests completed, KS2 children in Foxes and §#
Owls are immersed in preparation for their their end of year
production. We have had a number of ‘Stay & Play’ sessions for
our newest members who will be joining us in September and our
year 6 leavers transistioning to TPS will be visiting their new setting on the 15¢h July.

Our KS2 rounders team had a super after school session with Four Marks school, many
thanks to all the parents and staff supporting this inter-school event. Our two main sporting
events are in July with West Meon School’s Sports Day on Thursday 2nd and the community
sporting event on Thursday 9th. West Meon & Warnford Sports Club are running the event
on the 9th July which is an opportunity for the children at West Meon to try a number of
different sports during the afternoon. Parents and members of the ommunity are invited to

join us to help and/or enjoy some tea and cake.

After the excitement of SATs tests, our valiant year sixes had a week of adventures which
included a trip to London and the famous London Eye. They had a day at the Andrew Simpson
Water Centre with an opportunity to take part in paddle boarding. The children very much
enjoyed the variety the daily outings offered.

During this term we have had a number of visitors to the school.
Iron Age Matt joined Foxes class to explore the Iron Age more
thoroughly. Their well organised day included warrior training,
making their own shields and grinding wheat with mill stone.
Friends of West Meon School (FOWMS) sponsored a science day
with Science Boffins. The children had a great time watching and
taking part in experiments. Hedgehogs are currently planning a
beach visit linked to their ocean topic. At the end of June, Foxes
& Owls will be taking part in the Hampshire Music Primary
Prom. We are excited to be part of this event this year and the
children have been rehearsing two songs that they will be joining
the orchestra to perform on the day.

Friends of West Meon School (FOWMYS) held a successful
Bingo evening in May, the money raised will be used to replace and renew playground activities.
They have also supported the West Meon Village fete manning the jam jar and games stalls.
This hard working group of people will be at the Fawley Farm Feeds in July.

West Meon Primary is lucky in it’s setting and to be so well supported by the community
in which it resides. I wish staff, parents and the West Meon community a super summer break.

Julie Slamaker, Headteacher
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West Meon Village Fete 2026

Thank you to everyone who contributed to a brilliant fete again this year!

The sun shone, the stalls were full of goodies, the games were exciting, the beer and Pimm’s
flowed, the dogs were woofing and the hot dogs and cream teas were enjoyed - all to the
wonderful sound of jazz!

Thank you especially to the unsung heroes behind the scenes — Mac & his team, Hugh
& his pickup, those involved setting up & taking down the site, the parking attendants, the
ladies washing up the tea things, Rachell and the shop staff — we couldn’ do it without you!

Thank you too to the generous use of your garden, Catherine and Rupert. We also couldn’t
provide such a fabulous afternoon without many months of planning and organising — so a
special thank you to Jerry, Nina, Serena and Emma!

I have been involved with the fete since 2018 and have led the organising for the last few
years. It’s time for others to take over! Please come forward to make this popular event happen
again...

Nina has handled all the money this year and early signs are that we've broken a record
and raised upwards of £6500. There is a meeting scheduled in July with the various village
organisations to decide how the proceeds will be divided.

Susan Berry

Church August Teas

We will be serving teas at our church each Sunday in August 3-5pm. Put the dates in your
diary! If you wish to help out with baking and/or serving teas and homemade cakes etc please
contact Susan on 07941 096308.

Susan Berry

Books Wanted
All donations for the Warnford fete book stall on 29th August gratefully accepted.

A donations box can be found in West Meon Shop.

Thank you!

Marja Wilton
Touchet Trust

The Touchet Trust is a Charity founded by Mary Touchet for the Educational pursuits
of young people who live in West Meon and Warnford. The Trust will also consider grant
applications for educational purposes from adults, who live in the parish and Warnford. The
Trust will consider all applications regardless of household income.

The trust may be able to assist with a grant towards your educational expenses (including
travel) for full-time Sixth form or full time University and can be applied for from July.
Applications will be considered at the beginning of the academic year with confirmation of
a place.

General applications e.g dance/sport/music/school trips are awarded on an annual basis
during the calendar year.

A uniform grant for children moving from primary to secondary.

To receive an application form you can email:-clerk.wmtouchet@gmail.com.

Jane Waller
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ﬁ?‘ The Alresford

Accountants

BUT,

] it Ao

Full range of Accountancy, Taxation &
Payroll services tailored to suit your
needs

e Licensed to provide non-contentious
Probate services by the ICAEW

® Inheritance Tax Planning

e Tax Return & CGT Residential Return
help

e Farming and Equine Specialists

e Small business consultancy & business
start up

e Auditing services available through
Butler & Co Audit Limited

Please contact us:
T: 01962 735544
E: infobutler@butler-co.co.uk
Butler & Co Alresford Limited,
The Old Stables, Sutton Manor Farm, Bishop’s
Sutton, Alresford, SO24 0AA
www.butler-co.co.uk

WATER SOFTENERS

AMSLTD ————

Water softener repairs (all makes)
No call-out charge
Can fully recondition with a guarantee
New softeners supplied and installed
10 years guarantee

E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk
Tel: 01256 768171 « Mob: 07836 247694

Levdene Tree Care

All aspects of Tree UWark Undertaken

Tree Removal | Reductions | Stump Grinding
Hedgecutting | Planting

07443 583 653

alexwilll2@icloud.com

CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

We can help youwith awide range of legal services including
Residential Conveyancing, Probate and Wills,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Commercial Property

RED LION STREET (Off High Street)
BISHOP’S WALTHAM TEL: 01489 896141
info@chamberiainsfaw.co.uk

CHIANEY
SWEEP

& Professional & comprehensive service

+ Stringent dust control methods observed
4 Nomess guarantee

# Nest guards & weather cowls fitted

# Shaft inspection & airflow testing

* Multi-fuel (MF) appliances repaired

# MF stove accessories fabricated

+ Callstakenseven days aweek

01962 734029 (Home)
or 07721 458067 (Mobile)

DON'T BE STUNG BY WASPS OR PRICES!!

VA

LN
{‘ **  WASP NEST DEALT WITH
\ Discount rate for 2 or more nests

Discount rate for 0APs

Call: APO“O PEST CONTROL

in this area

01420 489144 / 07703 515567

We also deal with fleas, mice, moles, rats, cockroaches,
rabbits, pigeens, fox and deer control ete

RICHARD

~STEEL=

& PARTHERS

THE FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Incorporating Nigel Chamberlain & Partners
BISHOPS WALTHAM
ALRESFORD (01489) 892640 WINCHESTER
(01962) 798789 (01962) 862333
Available 24 hours

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
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MEON COMMUNITY CONNECT

-“'-» Hopefully by the time of reading a number of our members and also
— non-members will have enjoyed a day at West Dean Gardens earlier in
" June. Watch this space for a review of the day. Our calendar of events for
~  the coming months is as follows:
20th July 2.30pm Afternoon Tea and talk
An English Tearoom presents an afternoon tea along with the history, traditions and some
modern thinking on the subject. To be held in West Meon Village Hall. Tickets £12.50
member/£15.00 non member.
18th September 6pm - 8pm FREE Members’ Social Event
A chance for members to meet with each other and with the MCC committee in West Meon
Village Hall. An opportunity to get to know other members better, renew memberships and
discuss ideas with the committee whilst enjoying free drinks and nibbles.
17th October 7pm — Autumn Supper
After the success of last year’s Harvest Supper we are hosting another evening supper event
in West Meon Village Hall. Dinner, entertainment details and ticket prices to follow. Watch
this space! Check out our website www.meoncommunityconnect.co.uk for more information

and to book tickets. All the above events require tickets bought in advance. We will shortly be
working on next year’s calendar of events and hope to release a programme soon so you can
pop important dates in your diaries. If you have ideas on what events you would like to see

please do get in touch via email: meoncommunityconnect@gmail.com

Emma Barry

Rainfall Report for June 2026

May ended with 31.3mms (1.2”) and it has been a wet and variable start to June and by
the middle of the month we have had 84.6mms (3.33”), and more on the first day than in the
whole of May, 32mm, so a catch up!

In fact, so far this month it has rained on all but 3 days and those were the last three days.
It was much needed, I have to say, the gardens were parched. I have no doubt that reservoirs
were getting low, too. A Meon depth gauge near Wickham is reading 1.2 today and read 2.7
two months ago, it is dropping quickly and there is now little low through West Meon. More
recent cooler days and nights are quite a relief after the baking sun of May. No doubt with
Wimbledon coming up and all the other sporting activities it will continue to be wet!

Peter and Stephen Short

Petersfield Youth Theatre

Our Summer Holiday Activity offers a week full of fun and creative activities for children
currently aged 5 to School Year 8.Those taking part will have the opportunity to rotate through
4 workshops each day, including theatre games, improvisation, singing, dancing, storytelling,
craft and making music. It is a perfect way to spend a week of the Summer Holidays!

Monday 17th — Friday 21st August 10am-3pm. Open to aged 5 — current school year 8.
All details on our website www.pyt.org.uk

Charlotte Godfrey
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Garden Club News

Our Annual Summer Show will be held on Saturday 8th August in Warnford Village Hall.
You will probably have already been preparing for the show and we're looking forward to
seeing all your exhibits!

Schedules and entry forms will be available in Corhampton and West Meon village shops
from 20th July. These will also be available to download and print out from the Garden Club
website:https://edwin234.wixsite.com/wwwgardencountryside/upcomingevents. Completed
entry forms should be left at West Meon Village Shop by 4.30pm on Wednesday 5th August.
On Saturday, doors will be open for exhibitors at 8.30am and exhibits must be in place ready
for judging by 10.30am.

It's a fun day and entering your produce, whether flowers, fruit, vegetables, photography,
cookery or crafts, is really worth the effort. As last year, we will welcome “audience participation”
where all attendees will be encouraged to vote for their favourite entries in the crafts, photography
and fun sections. There are lots of cups to be won, great camaraderie to be had and, who
knows, you could be a winner! Classes are open to non-members and doors will be open to
the public from 2.15pm.

If you have any questions regarding the fruit & veg classes, please contact Carol Rowlatt on
01730 829034 or 07736 690797.

For any other enquiries about the show, please contact Clare Swinstead on 01730 829059.

Edwin Grimshaw

WESSEX SCULPTORS

Our studio doors open in
August as part of Hampshire
Open Studios and feature an
eclectic mix of indoor &
outdoor sculpture for sale.

Exhibition opening times:

August
22,23,28,29,30,31:;
1lam - Spm

The Black Barn
Brookwood,
Bramdean
Hampshire S024 0LO

www.wessansculptors.co.uk
wiww. hampshireopenstudios.org.uk
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West Meon Parish Council

Let’s Keep Our Village Accessible

A friendly reminder to help keep our village safe and accessible for everyone, especially
those with limited mobility.

Please leave the disabled parking bay free (opposite village shop) for blue badge holders.

If you have a hedge bordering a pavement or junction that may impair visibility, it would
be greatly appreciated if you could check it’s not overhanging - even small obstructions can be
tricky for everyone but especially those with mobility scooters, pushchairs and young children
trying to cross the roads.

Parish Councillors Wanted

Could you help make a difference in West Meon?

West Meon Parish Council is looking for new councillors to help represent the community
and support local projects and village life.

You don’t need any special qualifications, just an interest in the village, a willingness to listen
to residents, and a desire to get involved.

The Council meets once a month, and training and support are available.

If you would like to find out more, please contact: clerk@westmeon-pc.gov.uk

2026/27 small grant schemes for charities and voluntary organisations
Winchester City Council has recently opened new small grant schemes for community and
voluntary organisations, across the district.

District Small Grants Scheme

Grants of up to £700 available for community groups and charities https://www.winchester.
gov.uk/grants-for-not-for-profit-organisations/small-grant-scheme

If you're part of, or know of, a community group that could make use of a one-off grant to
support community activities or sustainability initiatives, be sure to check out these funding
opportunities! Please get in touch if you need further information on grants@winchester.gov.uk

Warnford Parish Meeting

Information relating to Warnford Parish Meeting can be found on its website which also
details local facilities and services, village news and events. Please sign up for ‘alerts’ so you will
be informed of forthcoming events, planning applications in the area etc.

Warnford Parish Meeting has an email distribution list so that emails can go to parishioners
(eg. relating to Parish Meetings, details of planning applications etc.) If you would like to be
added to the list, please email the Clerk.
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Warnford, West Meon, Winchester,
Hampshire and Parliamentary
Contacts

West Meon Parish Council
Bernice Gibson-Ost, Clerk to WMPC, clerk@westmeon-pe.gov.uk
Hannah Davies, Chair WMPC
Virginia Burke, Vice Chair WMPC
Graham Silk, WMPC
Tim Main, WMPC
Stephen Hickmore, WMPC
Sue Fowler, WMPC
Amanda Grifhith WMPC

Parish website www.westmeon-pc.gov.uk

Warnford Parish Meeting

Chair: Toby Drought, warnfordchair@gmail.com 07788 715707
Clerk: Lucy Hutchinson, warnfordclerk@gmail.com 07717 296610
Parish website www.warnfordparish.gov.uk

Winchester City Councillors

David Ablitt david.ablitt@winld.org.uk
Jerry Pett, jpett@winchester.gov.uk 01489 877633

Hampshire County Councillor
Anne Small anne.small@hants.gov.uk 07889 960698

Member of Parliament for Winchester
Dr Danny Chambers, danny.chambers.mp@parliament.uk 01962 868586
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RENDERING

VEHCLE TESTR|
STarem

aylors Garage

Lime Render . Droxford
Specialist in render painting Hampshire SO32 3QL
Lime Brick Pointing Tel: 01489 877433
Skim Plastering CAR and MOTORCYCLE MOTs
Cement Rendering Service and repair to cars light commercials and horse trailers
Call O’Brian on Gompettv ot on e betiries snd bt
o 7 9 7 o 4 1 7 5 5 2 Collection & delivery or loan car avail subject to

PRESTIGE

PLUMBERS Repair * Maintain * Preserve * Made to order
No job too small
Terry Hack - local, friendly and expert plumber -
with 38 years experience and covering Painting * Sheds
Warnford, West Meon and surrounding areas Doors * Gates
No job too small - Senior citizen discount - .
Call 01730 606510 Sliding sash windows
r“’m:‘.’f Property Maintenance |
STaxp 1H DS
”"‘lfl)\“; .
g Tel: 01329 826862 / Mobile 07910 039572
Celebrating
e
10

SDSROOFING A miedcomany

SERVICESLTD

Lead Work * Tiling » Shingles » Slates » High Performance Torch on Felt Systems
Green Roofs » Single Ply Membranes » New Builds = Repairs

& www.sdsroofingservices.co.uk %, 01489 788 577 = info@sdsroofingservices.co.uk
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Curtis Museum: Jane Austen and Dolls’ House trails
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am-4.30pm 01420 82802 www.hampshireculture.org.uk/
curtis-museum.We have plenty going on during the:

Festival of Archaeology 18th July-1st August

The Time Detective Agency Fact Trail

Step into the shoes of a Time Detective and uncover the clues hidden in the past! Join us at
the Curtis Museum for an exciting, interactive family event where young explorers and grown
ups work together to solve historical mysteries through play, puzzles and discovery. Packed with
creative activities and archaceological challenges, The Time Detective Agency invites families to
investigate, build and dig their way through history. What's in store?

3D Pot Puzzles

Become a finds specialist and reconstruct broken pots using three dimensional puzzles,
just like real archaeologists do in the lab. All materials provided. Explore real archacological
techniques in a fun, creative way. Create your own layered stratigraphy jar to take home.Perfect
for curious minds, young explorers, and budding archaeologists!

Thursday Craft Club — Soap Knapping 23rd July. Step back into the Stone Age this
Thursday at Craft Club and discover how early humans shaped tools from flint and stone! Using
bars of soap instead of sharp flint, children can safely try their hand at “knapping” - carefully
carving and shaping their own prehistoric-style tool to take home.

This hands-on activity explores one of the oldest skills in human history and is inspired by real
Stone Age artefacts in the Curtis Museum collection. Perfect for curious young archaeologists,
crafty makers, and anyone who enjoys getting creative with history.

What to expect: :

. Learn how prehistoric people made

tools and weapons }
. Create your own soap “stone tool” v’
to take home

. A fun, hands-on introduction to
archaeology and ancient craftsmanship
. All materials provided

. Craft Club costs £2 per child, and
your 5th craft is free.

Thursday Craft Club — Stratigraphy Jars. 30th July. Become an archaeologist for the
day and discover how layers of soil can reveal clues about the past! At this week’s Craft Club,
children will create their own colourful “stratigraphy jar” using different layers of sand, solil,
and materials to explore how archaeologists read the ground like a history book.

Inspired by real archaeological digs, this hands-on activity introduces the fascinating idea
of stratigraphy - the study of layers that helps archaeologists understand what happened long
ago and when.

There will also be Dig Pits for children to explore, and a Fossil Handling Box - an opportunity
to handle replica fossils and learn about real ones.

Jill Line
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20th July 2.30pm
An English Tearoom Afternoon Tea and
talk, West Meon Village Hall

Saturday 8th August 2.15pm

Warnford, West Meon & Woodlands
Garden & Countryside Club Annual
Summer Show, Warnford Village Hall

Friday 14th August 6-9pm
Warnford Pop-Up Pub, Warnford Village
Hall

Saturday29th August from 1pm
Warnford Village Fete, Warnford Village
Playground

Thursday10th-Sunday13th September

West Meon Music Festival, various venues

Care Group Co-ordinator
Ann Noble 07463 191 673

Parish Directory

Rector:
Fr. Tony Forrest, The Vicarage, Church
Street, East Meon 642 115 (usual working
Sun to Wed)
Vel'ger for West Meon:

Michael Johnson 829 105

Churchwarden for Warnford:
Andrew Sellick 07973 344 906
Stephen Short 829 261

Vetger for Warnford:

Peter Short 829 285

July/August Farmers’ Markets
Sat 4th  10-3 Southsea Food Festival

Sun 5th  10-1 Romsey, 10-2 Petersfield

Sat 11th 10-2 Alton

Sun 12th 9-2 Winchester,
10-2 Whiteley

Sat 18th 9-1 Emsworth

Sun 19th 10-2 Alresford

Sat 25th 10-2 Ringwood

Sun 26th 9-2 Winchester

August

Sunday 2nd 10-1 Romsey,

10-2 Petersfield

Sat 8th 10-2 Alton

Sun 9th 9-2 Winchester,

10-2 Whiteley

Sat 15th 9-1 Emsworth

Sun 16th 10-2 Alresford

Sat 29th 10-2 Ringwood

Sun 30th 9-2 Winchester

(The Parish News is published by the )
Parochial Church Councils of West
Meon & Warnford and delivered free
to every home in the parishes.
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