July update from Anne Small -

County Councillor for the Meon Valley

Anne.small@hants.gov.uk

County Councillor Grant Scheme

The County Councillor Grant Scheme opened on 1% July 2026. It gives me an annual
budget of £5,000 to allocate to local projects, initiatives, or organisations across the
division. I’'ll share more details next month once the scheme is live. If you have a project
in mind which requires between £100 & £1,000, please do get in touch.

Summer Camps (HAF)

Families across Hampshire can now book free holiday activity sessions as the Holiday
Activities and Food (HAF) programme returns for summer 2026.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20260623HAFsummer

Skills Boot Camps

Skills Bootcamps help Hampshire residents and local employers grow by developing
valuable, sector specific skills that meet real workforce needs. Designed in partnership
with employers, they support both personal career development and business growth,
offering a clear path into new roles or progression opportunities.

Unemployed learners are guaranteed a job interview on completion.

Open to Hampshire residents aged 19+, courses can run from 2 to 16 weeks and are
designed to be flexible to suit a range of circumstances. Opportunities may be available
for those who are employed, self-employed, unemployed, considering a career change,
or returning to work.

You’ll also receive personalised support throughout your journey, including CV
guidance, mentoring, coaching and pastoral support, helping you move forward with
confidence

The website will be moving from the Hampshire County Council Website in early July to
a new home:

https://www.prosperityhampshire.org.uk/skills-bootcamps

My County Council Responsibilities

| have been appointed to the following Hampshire County Council committees and
panels:


https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20260623HAFsummer
https://www.prosperityhampshire.org.uk/skills-bootcamps

- Children & Young People Select Committee

- Regulatory Committee (planning, rights of way, common land and environmental
licensing) as a deputy.

- Corporate services as a deputy
-Hamble Board as a deputy.

Hampshire County Council Leadership.

The councilis being run by the Conservatives with support from Reform.

Local Government Reorganisation

HCC Cabinet has made the decision to pursue the next steps in a judicial review of the
government's decision on Local government reorganisation. The indication from the
legal advice received by the NFDC, suggests a very weak legal argument for this. The
review is estimated to cost HCC a minimum of £500k.

The executive at HCC have refused to publish the advice they have received.

Since Keir Starmer’s resignation: The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government has said it “remains committed” to the timeline for local government
reorganisation.

Composition of Hampshire County Council

The number of councillors representing each party at County Council:
27 Conservative Councillors

26 Liberal Democrats

20 Reform

1 Labour

1 Green

3 Independent & others

As always, if there are any issues that the Parish Council would like me to investigate or
pursue with HCC, please let me know.



