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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th March 2023 in the Village Hall Club Room following the Annual Parish Meeting
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), P Venning, S Mash, A  Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, S Collins, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 4 members of the public and the Clerk, Mrs Y Osborne
4470.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs L Brown, reason accepted.
4471.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr Collins, agenda item 5. b & c, Minute no. 4474 b & c.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

The meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4472.	To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th February 2023.  Agreed and signed as a correct record.

4473.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
	a)  ACRK update – The Chairman reported that the winding up was continuing, and the efforts were ongoing towards a suitable replacement organisation.
	b) Coronation Celebrations – The Clerk confirmed that green metal Coronation badges with Wittersham CEP School on them would be ordered once numbers were received to be given to all the schoolchildren.   She would prepare a leaflet giving the details of all the activities happening within the village over the Coronation weekend to be distributed to all the houses.
	c)  Bus Shelter – The Chairman is due to have a meeting with Greg Penoyre to talk about the structure.   Cllr Sykes asked that we move forward quickly on this.
	d)  Highways Improvement Plan -  Will be sent to KCC shortly.  

4474.	Planning Applications (previously forwarded to Councillors)
	PA/2023/0261 Henley Cottage, 25 The Street – Demolition of the conservatory/sunroom.  Extension to Dwelling with flat roof to existing garage/studio and associated works. Councillors had listened to comments made during the Public Session and after a short discussion it was agreed to Support this application.
	PA/2023/0275  Listed Building Consent, Old Queens, 41 The Street – Part conversion of garage (retrospective). 
	PA/2023/0312   Listed Building Consent, Old Queens, 41 The Street – various internal and external alterations (retrospective).  Councillors considered this and the application above it together.  It was regretted that they were both retrospective.  After a full discussion it was agreed to point out to the Planning Officer that there was an interlocking flying freehold with the listed dwelling next door.
	PA/2023/0334   Anchor Barn, Peening Quarter Road – Proposed Garden Building.  After a short discussion it was agreed to Support this application but to request a condition that it does not become a separate dwelling.

4475. 	The Swan - ACV  The Chairman explained that it had been registered by CAMRA for 5 years but that had expired and when the PC applied for it to be renewed it was refused by ABC stating that a new application had to be made due to change of ownership.  After a full discussion it was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Collins and agreed by all that the Chairman and Cllr Collins talk to the new Landlord with a view to registering The Swan as an Asset of Community Value again.
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4476.	Consider agreeing a budget for any request for funding towards the Coronation Celebrations.  The Chairman explained that any official request for funding may not be agreed in time before it was needed.  A budget of £1000 was agreed with requests being made to the Clerk.  The prize money (£175) for the Best Decorated House Competition would be on top of this.

4477. 	Quote for work on Cemetery Trees as per the Report.  The quote from Kent and Sussex Tree Services Ltd (previously Greenleaf Tree Care) for £1650 was agreed.  This was to fell multiple diseased ash trees along the fence line with the PROW, deadwood 3 lime trees and remove 4 dead sycamore trees adjacent to the orchard as recommended by the Tree Report.  This work needed to be done on safety reasons.  It was proposed by Cllr Lloyd-Smith and seconded by Cllr S Mash and agreed by all to accept a single quote from a local contractor who had performed well in the past, had equipment to avoid intrusion onto neighbouring land and could carry out the work promptly..

4478.	Correspondence:
a)  Email from Judy Darkins – Would we like to a stall/table at the Coronation celebrations on the Sports Field?  It was agreed that this would be a good idea.  It could be a joint PC/Village Hall one.
b)   Request from the Air Ambulance for a donation of £300.  It was agreed to donate £200.
c)   Kent Men of the Trees – Kent Plan Tree.  Requesting sites to plant trees.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith offered a site.

4479.    Payments for Authorisation:  Clerk’s expenses 1st January to 14th March 2023  £100.74  Agreed.

4480.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Nothing to report.
b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statement & Caretaker’s Monthly Transaction Statement.  Noted.
c)  Planning:
  Decisions received:
· PA/2022/3048 – Anchor Barn, Peening Quarter Road – Removal of condition 5 (rooflights) of planning permission PA/2022/2530.  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces – Clerk reported that the ABC play park on Poplar Farm Field had been refurbished by ABC.  Thanks and a request from Karen Rivers and Sarah Middleton that the funds they had raised for a new park be transferred to the School Pool Fund.  After a short discussion it was agreed to reply by reminding them that we still have plans to have a better play area but it is in their remit as to what they do with the money.
e)  Highways – Potholes reported but not being filled and blocked storm gullies reported but not being emptied.  It had already been agreed during the Annual Parish Meeting that details of the pot holes on the Swan corner be sent to County Councillor Mike Hill for him to take it further with Highways.
f)  Public Rights of Way – Still wet and muddy.
g) Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4481.    Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
KALC meeting held on 1st March.  The Chairman gave a brief report on the meeting noting that the new Chief Inspector had attended, and concerns had since been passed on to Damian Green MP on the Government’s Levelling Up Bill re Street Votes.

4482.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  11th April 7.30pm in the Village Hall Club Room.
4468.	Items for Information:
1.  The Clerk reminded Councillors that she had election nomination papers should anyone require them and that they had to handed in in person to ABC by 4pm on 4th April
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2.   Cllr Collins informed the meeting that it is hoped that the ISDN in the Hall would be changed to Broadband and that perhaps the subscription could be shared between the Village Hall and the Parish Council.
3.   The Chairman informed the meeting that the Stepping Stones Nursery was closing and that notice has been given to parents.
4.   The Chairman reported that the new Solar Together auction for domestic & small business solar power was opening on March 20th.


	The meeting closed at 22.17hrs

Appendix
Jane Neame made the general comment that she believed the Village does need more houses otherwise it will stagnate.
Planning Application PA/2023/0261 Henley Cottage, 25 The Street.  The Applicants were able to give further information and a neighbour and Councillors were able to ask questions. 
