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The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday, October 23rd, 2025 starting at 7.00pm.  

Those present:-  Cllrs Susan Duffy, Shane Mills, Gordon Mowatt (Chair), Diana Preston, Philip Webber and Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).

The following matters were discussed.


MINUTES

1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Parr (EDDC).  No declarations of interests for items in this meeting were made.

2. The minutes of the meeting held on September 11th, 2025 were accepted by the Council and duly signed by the Chair.  Proposed PW Seconded DP.

3. Matters arising from the previous minutes. E mail addresses – a Council e mail address has now been adopted by the members. 
New Councillors – the Clerk reported on the success of the mailshot to the parish residents. Two applications were received.  
Noticeboards – Cllr Mowatt has placed the noticeboard by the New Road junction.  He and the Clerk viewed the Telephone Exchange site in Hayne Lane.  Due to the time that has passed the Clerk has again contacted BT to confirm permission.

4. Co-option of new Councillors.  The Chair was very pleased to welcome Susan Duffy and Shane Mills as co-opted members to the Council.  All the members introduced themselves.  The co-option was unanimously agreed – proposed DP seconded PW.

5. Reports from Village Hall – several village events are planned here over the coming weeks; 
Church – the Rev Stuart Huntley has recently been installed as the new Vicar for St Cuthberts, Widworthy: 
CLT – It is likely that the CLT will be dissolved shortly as it has been agreed that there is no prospect of finding any suitable sites for affordable housing in the local area.

6. Public Forum – None present.

7. Highway Matters.  A35 updates – No update from National Highways.  Clerk to chase route manager and MP.  
Threeways water leak – this has been referred within DCC.  Clerk to chase. Footway adjacent to Schoolhouses – the Clerk is arranging for a local company to clear this.

8. Planning Applications & updates.  25/2079/CPE - Forge House Wilmington EX14 9JR.  Certificate of existing lawful use for the digging of a trench. The Council did not feel that they could make a comment with the information provided, as some seemed insufficient and contradictory.  Proposed PW Seconded SD.
Entrance on A35 – This is still awaiting a decision by the Planning Inspectorate in Bristol.

9. Finance – Payments to be made C Miltenburg £1009.92 salary & expenses; Geoxphere Ltd £60.00 subscription; C Miltenburg £510.00 computer purchase. Payments received - none.  Proposed DP Seconded SM.
The bank statements were available for viewing.  

10. Emergency Planning /Community Participation. Emergency plan – Cllr Mills has agreed to take the lead in formulating the parish emergency plan. 

11. Internal audit report actions. Update – the Standing Orders etc are in process of being updated to the latest edition.

12. Correspondence received.  None.

13. Items for future discussion and consideration. The budget for f/yr 25/26 will be discussed at the next meeting.

Date, place & time of next meeting:-
Thursday, December 4th, 2025 at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm
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The meeting ended at 9.00pm
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