CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr P Taylor
Councillors:	Cllr D Faulkner; Cllr T Millard; Cllr N Bentley; Cllr P Stanton; Cllr N Partridge; 
Cllr J Hislop; Cllr A Thomson; Cllr N Stallard
Clerk: 		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Gittins


Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council held at the 
Parish Hall on Tuesday 17th January  2023

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies & public participation  	632
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:30pm.  Three members of the public attended the Meeting.  Notice was sent that Cllr Gittins would be attending, but would arrive a little late.
The Chairman reminded those present of standing orders regarding the public session ie 15 minutes in length and only 5 minutes per person.  Responses need not be given at the meeting, a written response could be made post meeting.  Discussion need not be generated by points raised. All questions to go through the Chairman.  No debates will be entered into relating to any agenda items. 
A member of the public mentioned the recent work to the surface of the car park. He suggested that the youth club would do a better job. He further provided photos of the car park trees suggesting that contrary to the Parish Councillors’ opinion they do need attention. One is overhanging the car park, the other is overgrown and touching another tree.  The Chairman requested emailed copies of  the photos to circulate to Councillors.
The resident raised the Red Shed junction. He has contacted the owner of the land opposite who has indicated willingness to sell a strip of land opposite the junction in order to improve visibility.
He further indicated that gulley pots still have not been emptied despite Shropshire Council saying that they have been. There are about 9 in total which are still blocked. 
A second resident raised concerns about the Haywood Lane road resurfacing and the Red Barns junction.  The Chairman responded that the resurfacing is a Highways matter and not within the Parish Council’s remit. He further confirmed that Cllr Rob Gittins has taken up the poor quality resurfacing/line marking and the hazardous junction with Shropshire Council’s Highways Department. He further stated that whilst the Parish Council will take matters up that are not the responsibility of the Parish Council to put them forward for attention these matters are ultimately within Shropshire Council’s jurisdiction.  Cllr Gittins represents the public as their Unitary Councillor.  Cllr Faulkner reminded the Meeting that Cllr Gittins had given an update at the last Meeting about the road and the junction which had been minuted.  
A third resident commented upon the poor road surface between Little Soudley and the Goldstone Road. The Highways Department is aware. He asked for Parish Council support.  Cllr Taylor recommended the ‘Fix my street’ app for reporting issues.  Member of public confirmed that his local company had been in discussion with Highways and are looking at sponsoring changes at Red Barns junction. 
	
2	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in 	accordance with the Code of Conduct Members are reminded to declare any gifts and/or hospitality. (LGA 	1972 s94)
None received. 
	
3	Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  14th December 2022  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Cllr Bentley requested a correction to the Minutes. Under section 8.1 Cllr Bentley stated that he will 
											633
be replacing Cllr Stanton not Cllr Stallard. With this amendment Cllr Taylor proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed. Resolved. 

4	Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Taylor highlighted matters arising from the last Minutes which he would raise under the appropriate headings included in this agenda.

5	Unitary Councillor’s report	 
(Cllr Gittins arrived at 8pm.)  Cllr Gittins reported that, despite having a £50m shortfall, Shropshire Council has produced and agreed a balanced budget stating that the £50m gap has been closed. The Council has been looking at a different way of working – a transformation programme to capitalise costs.  Some highways works were subcontracted out to Kier. All reactive work will be done in house going forward – previously it was costing c£230 to fill potholes –  it will now cost c£60 per pothole and the quality of fix is anticipated to be far better. Referring to children in residential care he stated that currently foster carers in Shropshire are paid least of all carers in the country.  The Council is looking to pay more money for foster care in order to reduce child care costs overall. It is likely that Shropshire Council will now only deliver on its statutory duties.  Cllr Bentley queried how the Council will be bringing the services in house. Cllr Gittins explained about moving the source from the contractor back in house.  With reference to the Haywood lane resurfacing failure, Cllr Gittins confirmed that the repairs are in hand – the problem stems from the patchwork under the surface dressing failing. The schedule is under review hopefully with the renewing and relining work being done in April. Cllr Faulkner thanked Cllr Gittins with his help resolving an issue for a resident recently. 

6	Housekeeping 
a)	Allotments – (Small holdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss 23,26,42)
The Clerk confirmed receipt of the allotment rent payment. The PCC will invoice the Parish Council in future (November) for allotment rent payments and will provide a receipt.  Payment of the allotment rent to the PCC is proposed under Finance. 
b)	Social Media – update from Cllr Taylor re PC’s Facebook page; 
Cllr Taylor reported that people are continuing to use the facility and asked that everyone encourages people to advertise. Cllr Partridge stated that he feels that the Facebook page is pointless and that no one knows about it.  He indicated that he thinks wider coverage is necessary and the Parish Council should expand its online presence via Instagram etc.  Cllr Taylor reminded Councillors that they had allocated a small budget for it. Cllr Partridge stated no expense is necessary but he would be able to assist if required.
c)	Defibrillators – to discuss concerns/locations/requirements 
Cllr Bentley reported that he has booked an additional training session for 7th March 2023.  He will contact those people who previously expressed interest in attending. 
The Clerk returned the new defibrillator which has had the software updated.  This will be swapped with the unit currently at the Red Lion.
Action: Cllr Taylor to change the units.
d)	Strategic Objectives Plan – update/review 
Solar panel report – Cllr Partridge queried what funding is available to purchase solar panels for the Hall as the minimum quote is £10k and commented that there would be no point in pursuing quotes without available funding. Cllr Stanton responded that the Hall has some funds to put towards the cost and there may be grant funding opportunities.  A battery generator would increase the price by £20K+.  It was suggested that someone needs to work out the potential savings/benefit to the Hall.  Cllr Taylor suggested linking up with the hall and finding out the information.  Potential costs may end the investigation.  The Hall would be funding the expense, not the Parish Council. Cllr Taylor 
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suggested costs are sought from a supplier for provision to the Hall for consideration. 
											
e)	Allotment privacy policy; Model publication scheme; Complaints procedure; Model policy for dealing with the press; Code of conduct; Business continuity risk assessment – for review and adoption
Councillors confirmed that they had reviewed the policies. They were proposed for adoption by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed.  Councillors adopted the Shropshire Council Code of Conduct. 

f)	CCTV – to enable Cllrs to raise any matters/concerns – No matters were raised.

g)	To consider a proposal for a ‘meet your Councillors’ event
The Councillors discussed holding an informal ‘meet your councilllors’ event.  This would give an opportunity to explain the role and responsibilities of Parish Councils. Cllr Bentley proposed holding an event nearer the summer, seconded by Cllr Partridge, all agreed. Action: Cllr Bentley to take forward.

7	Parish Matters 
a)	To acknowledge & receive written reports from Reps: 
i) 	Cheswardine School – supplied via email by Cllr Bentley
ii) 	Parish Hall report – supplied via email by Cllr Stanton 
iii) 	Bus service
Cllr Stanton provided an emailed updated and confirmed that the last 30 services had cost £5.70 per trip 
b)	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any issues (LGA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301)
The Council had previously received a report that the street light opposite the Church has been flashing on and off. Cllr Stanton reported he had checked it and it was working as it should be. Cllr Stallard reported that he had seen it flashing off and on. Action: Cllr Stanton to monitor.  
The Clerk conveyed a request to have a shield replaced on one of the heritage lights by Ellam Piece. Cllr Stanton to check the light. 

c)	Playing fields /Playground – to enable Councillors to discuss concerns/works ongoing:
Cllr Faulkner gave a report on his National Lottery grant funding research.  Grants are applied for online. Applications must meet certain criteria and can be for amounts between £3-10k.  They must be applied for within 90 days of registering. He stated that the Parish Council would need to a) decide to apply, and b) canvas the users of the playground.
It was suggested that the Council could use social media to gauge opinion and ask the school children. The Council will need to establish by what method the responses will come back.  
The Parish Council must first determine what equipment is wanted then apply. Councillors discussed how best to reach people and how best to ask the questions
Cllr Millard is currently getting in quotes from x3 companies. The Clerk stated that discounts of between 5-10% are available via Fields In Trust membership with some companies.  
As grant funding may rely on public consultation the Parish Council will need to establish costs before funding can be applied for.  Cllr Millard confirmed that the basket swing may need some repairs under the warranty which he is progressing. 
Action: to take forward to the next meeting.

d) 	Inspections	
Regular inspections are undertaken by Councillors in addition to the annual inspection.


ii) 	Additional land registration update 					635
Cllr Taylor has been chasing the Solicitor for an update but has received no response. 
Action: The Clerk was asked to write for an update.

e)	Grounds maintenance – to report any concerns/issues;
 Car park maintenance update
The Chairman confirmed that the car park surface has been scraped.  Another surface scrape may be needed in better weather. 
Councillors discussed the trees around the car park. Cllr Millard informed the Councillors that the trees in question were either planted to commemorate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee or had been planted in memorial.  He stated that as such they should be trimmed only, not removed. Cllr Taylor to circulate the photos provided by the member of the public.  

8	Highways/Environmental Health matters
a)	Highways – to enable Councillors to raise any local concerns/road closures: 
i)	Request for road sign	- take off as a running agenda item	
ii)	Road conditions – Councillors were reminded to use Fix My Street to report or to advise Cllr Gittins of any issues. 
iii) 	Speed concerns	: 
Signs – take froward to the red barns discussion 
Councillors were reminded that a meeting had taken place on site with Cllr Taylor and Cllr Gittins with a Shropshire Council cabinet member. Shropshire Council’s Highways Department is of the opinion that the red shed needs to be removed to improve visibility. To date three Road Traffic Engineers and two Highways Technicians have looked at it and it has been reported to the Director of Place and the Head of Highways.  Shropshire Council is fully aware of dangers of the junction however the Department is data driven and there is no history of serious RTAs at this junction. However, there are monthly accident/deaths on the A41 and Shropshire Council places resources in high risk areas.  		
iv)	Red barns junction: 
Motion proposal for consideration from Cllr P Taylor: 
1 That CPC write an “open letter” to the Chief Executive of SC summarising its concerns and the lack of action taken by SC to date 
2 That CPC publicise this letter within the Parish
3 That Parishioners contacting CPC and who are unhappy with any aspect of these matters should be redirected to the locally elected Unitary Councillor for action by him and Shropshire Council

Cllr Taylor circulated a motion and supporting information to Councillors prior to the Meeting.  Cheswardine has no statutory duty to maintain highways, this is Shropshire Council’s responsibility.  Cllr Gittins is the elected Unitary Cllr representing Cheswardine.  Cllr Taylor stated that he believes that the issue of speeding and the danger of the junction have been well documented and raised with Shropshire Council on multiple occasions over the last few years.  It is his view is that Cheswardine Parish Council should now step away and that parishioners should be redirected to Cllr Gittins and Shropshire Council directly. The Parish Council should not be approached for solutions as it is not within its remit.  It was reported that the owner of red barn has been contacted and approached about the removal of the sheds.  The Parish Council has undertaken a lot of leg work to seek a solution for the junction but has no legal responsibility to even report the issue of the junction. 
Cllr Partridge has forwarded an offer from the owner of the land opposite the junction to sell a strip of land to widen it to aid visibility.  Cllr Taylor invited views from the Councillors. 
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Cllr Taylor put forward the motion as per the agenda, seconded by Cllr Millard. Those in favour 7.  Two Councillors abstained. Motion carried. 
  
b)	A41 Safety campaign – update	
Cllr Gittins reported no update. Average speed cameras to be supplied by the Police & Crime Commissioner. 

9	Correspondence
To confirm receipt of correspondence circulated by email to inc SALC/NALC bulletins;  
Letter of thanks from Cheswardine Bowling Club was read out; 
Platinum Jubilee Village Halls Fund – passed to the Hall 
 SC Public Consultation: Unsafe Walking Routes – for schools
Parish Council to register for the WARP IT scheme, as proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed.

10	Finance
a)	Cash book, bank reconciliation and budget analysis for information
Councillors confirmed receipt of the banking reports and statements. Cllr Taylor signed the reconciliation as accurate.  
b)	Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication
Cllr Taylor proposed approving all payments, seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed.
c)	North Salop Wheelers – Presentation of breakdown of monies due – received.
d)	Budget – to formally approve the 2023-24 budget 
Cllr Taylor ran through his draft budget outlining anticipated general operational costs. He stated that it was difficult to anticipate what the year end balance will be.  The Parish Council should be between £7-9k under budget. 
Councillors discussed the proposed budget, with Cllr Taylor stating that as yet energy costs are unknown as Shropshire Council has not been able to give figures to date.  
Cllr Taylor confirmed that there are unknowns about the budget for example, fixed equipment  purchases will not be made using the precept money.  The Council won’t have spent the allocated £4k for playground or £1500 for another defibrillator.  No money has been spent on social media. Cllr Taylor anticipates c20k will be left in reserve.  The precept should comfortably cover all operational costs.  Cllr Taylor gave an overview of local council tax bills over the last 11 years stating that there has been an increase of just 7 % over that period. 
Councillors discussed current financial costs and implications of current crisis. Councillors agreed that they would return a precept request giving a 0% increase to a Band D property.  
Cllr Taylor proposed accepting the budget on the basis of applying for a precept of £23191- fixed equipment purchases will be made from reserves of £6000, seconded by Cllr Bentley, all agreed
e)	Precept – to formally approve the 2023-24 Precept request
Cllr Taylor proposed applying for a precept of £23191, seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed. 
The Clerk was asked to start looking at alternative insurance quotes. The insurance cover runs to 30th May 2023.  

f)	Bus finance 
Covered under previous item.  

g)	Playground equipment quote for consideration
To take forward to February. 
											

637
h)	To approve the allotment rent payment
Proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Bentley, all agreed.				
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/10/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£359.97
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/22
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	£101.80
	101412
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/11/22
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£32.28
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	08/12/22
	SALC
	Training
	£250.00
	101413
	

	31/12/22
	PG Skips
	Skip hire/removal
	£26.81
	101414
	Litter Act 1983 s5

	170/1/12
	Cheswardine PCC
	Allotment Rent
	£400.00
	101415
	Smallholdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss23,26 & 42

	01/01/22
	Groundforce
	Grounds Maintenance
	£166.50
	101416
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	12/01/23
	NIH PC
	Printer ink contribution
	£tba
	101417
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/01/23
	P Stanton (re-issue)
	Jubilee Expenses
	£135.59
	101418
	LGA 1972 s111

	14/12/22
	N Salop Wheelers
	Bus service 
	£tbc
	101419
	Transport Act 1985 106A)


	05/01/23
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£126.24
	DD
	PCA 1957 2;HA 1980 s301

	Date
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	07/1/23
	Allotment Society
	Rent
	£400.00
	
	Smallholdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss23,26 & 42



	
11	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
a	Applications – None received
b	Decisions  
22/04614/FUL  (validated: 18/10/2022)
Address:  Roman Valley, Ellerton, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8AW
Proposal:  Single storey rear extension to bungalow and garage, and the erection of an external covered decking area
Decision:  Grant Permission
22/04542/FUL  (validated: 18/10/2022)
Address:  The Old Barn, Marsh Lane, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SF
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town And Country Planning Act 1990 for the change of use of land from agricultural to caravan and camping use for a maximum of 5 caravans/motorhomes at any one time, erection of toilet and shower block, addition of ground level solar panels, formation of vehicular access and hedge planting (part retrospective)
Decision:  Grant Permission

12	Items for February’s Meeting Agenda
Coronation 
Beacon – Budget update/insurance

The Clerk and the public left the meeting at 21:22pm. Cllr Gittins remained.  



Chairman:	Cllr P TaylorCHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr D Faulkner; Cllr T Millard; Cllr N Bentley; Cllr P Stanton; Cllr N Partridge; 
Cllr J Hislop; Cllr A Thomson; Cllr N Stallard
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Gittins
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The Clerk left the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 17/01/23 at 21:22pm.  Cllr A Thomson took the minutes for this section of the Meeting (who was therefore ineligible to vote on any motion).
13 Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to report/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters
No matters were raised.
b) Personnel committee report
i) An appraisal was carried out on 16th January.
ii) Confirmation of Contract of Employment. It was proposed that the Personnel Committee and the Clerk could sign up the two existing old documents together with the “Confirmation of Contract of Employment and Job Description 9/1/23” as established during the appraisal meeting (16/01/2023). Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all eligible voters agreed. 
iii) Following discussion of the Clerk’s additional wage payment request the Personnel Committee recommended not supporting this claim. Cllr Stanton proposed seconded by Cllr Hislop, all eligible voters agreed.
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:40 pm.

