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                     MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 2 June 2025 
 
Present:      Cllr R Munday (RM, Chair), Cllr W Odling (WO, Vice-Chair), Cllr S Cotterill (SC) 

         Cllr H Liechti, Cllr R Earp (RC),  
             

In attendance:  Ms W Turkington, Clerk   
    One member of the public 
 
1.  Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence had been received from TVBC Cllr P Lashbrook 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest. All Parish Councillors present confirmed that no 
changes were required to the Register of Interest forms. 
 

3. Public Participation 
 

A member of the public advised that in respect of the playing field, the chicken wire that 
covers the surrounding footpath had ‘bunched up’ and could cause someone to trip up.  
A separate concern raised by the same member of the public was raised in respect of 
proposed Orchard Homes (OH) development and whether OH had fully engaged with the 
local community. Please refer to Planning pt.7 in the Minutes 
 

4. Minutes 
 

Resolved.  
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting and Annual Parish Assembly held on 12 
May 2025 were confirmed as correct record sand signed by the Chair. Proposed Cllr RE, 
seconded Cllr HL. All in favour. 
It was noted that in respect of the Annual Parish Assembly, in which a member of the public 
had asked for a meeting with TVBC Cllrs Bundy and Lodge, TVBC Cllr P Lashbrook had 
kindly arranged a meeting for late in June. 
 

Matters arising from the Action List on the Minutes of 3 February 2025  
These are dealt with in the relevant sections below. 
 

5. Confirmation of Councillors’ responsibilities 
 

Cllr RM (Chair) confirmed that the Councillors had each agreed to their areas of 
responsibility. Cllr RM: Planning, newsletter; Cllr WO: Planning, Play Area; Cllr SC: Green 
spaces; Cllr HL: Flooding, Environment; Cllr RE: Roads. Footpaths, Speed Signs, 
Defibrillators 
 

5.1 Flooding and Biodiversity.  
 

Cllr HL has kindly agreed to take over reporting on Flooding and Biodiversity. Cllr RM 
advised that there had been no change since last month and that weed cutback in the brook 
was usually undertaken in August, but this is dependent on the weather. The stream would 
be monitored. 
 

5.2.  Roads and Footpaths 
 

Cllr RE had kindly agreed to take over reporting on Roads and Footpaths. Cllr RM will 
contact HCC Cllr C Donnelly in respect of cutting back the vegetation growing along the slip 
road onto the A303. 
Speed Awareness  
Please see Item 12, Proposed Projects. 
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5.3 Green Spaces 
 

Village Green 
 

Cllr SC raised concerns over four sycamore trees which are growing at an angle over Village 
Street along the boundary wall of the village green. Cllr SC suggested contacting a tree 
surgeon to ask for advice.  
 

Cllr SC advised that there is a dead branch from another sycamore tree, which is ‘resting’ 
across a power line along Village Street and needs cutting off as it presents a potential 
danger. The council agreed to have the branch removed and the Clerk to contact a tree 
surgeon to undertake the work at the earliest opportunity. 
 

There was general concern about the need for the grass to be cut more effectively on the 
village green and the grass to be cut properly before the village fete this year. Clerk to 
contact Lengthsman. 
 

Cllr SC and Cllr WO were concerned about the use of pesticides on weeds in the village, 
particularly along the stream bank. Cllr WO advised that environmental reports had stated 
that insect life had been and continues to be adversely and severely impacted by the use of 
pesticides. A parishioner undertakes weed control, using chemical preparations which are 
sold throughout the country.  
 

5.4 Play Areas safety checks.  
 

Cllr WO reported that RoSPA had undertaken the required annual inspection of the above in 
May and had given a good report with ‘green’ recommendations to ensure basic actions 
were undertaken. The report is available from the Clerk. 
In respect of levelling the ground for the safety matting and to put topsoil down to cover 
some exposed concrete, Cllr WO had been in touch with the Chair of the PTA of Kimpton 
Primary School to ask for volunteers to help with the above. To date, he had not had a reply. 
Cllr RM had sent Cllr WO details of a maintenance company and Cllr WO confirmed he 
would contact them to advise on the above. 
 

5.5 Clerks Report 
 

The Clerk had sent the Parish Councillors copies of the Standing Orders, Financial 
Regulations and Code of Conduct documents. There had been no amendments. These had 
been reviewed and the Council confirmed adoption of said documents. 
 

6. County and Borough Councillors’ Reports 
 

There were no reports this month. TVBC Cllr P Lashbrook had sent his apologies. 
 

7. Planning 
 

(i) Planning Applications – Decisions 
 

APP/C1760/W/24/3352327 - Land adjacent to Stanbury Close – Housing development 
 

Cllr WO advised that outline planning permission had been given. He cited the section 106 
planning agreement that has been completed treating the site as an rural exception 
providing affordable homes, that specifies housing types and elevations and noted that the 
Planning Inspector had given weight to the Hampshire Homes Hub housing needs survey for 
villages in the area but not the recent Thruxton Housing Needs Survey collected by the 
Parish. No timescale had been given but affordable housing had been stipulated under 
section 106.  
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In response to a question Cllr WO observed that financing for the affordable nature of the 
required scheme is influenced by the price paid for the land and the willingness of a Housing 
Association/ RSL to invest. The tenure and housing design/ mix are fixed in the S106 but 
that does not prevent TVBC agreeing amendments that the developer may propose in the 
future. A member of the public felt that some clarification is due from the Planning Inspector 
and will write to the Parish Council for it to consider an appropriate follow up. Cllr WO also 
agreed to contact Orchard Homes to seek clarification on the future Housing Association or 
other RSL that will be the ultimate owner/ landlord of the homes. 
 
25/00547/FULLN – Land East of Thruxton Down – change of use to office and storage 
space  Planning permission had been given, subject to conditions and notes. 
 

(ii) Planning Applications 
 
25/01099/FULLN – Bray Cottage, Village Street – removal of fence and erection of 
garden shed  The Parish Council had no objections 
 

24/01288/FULLN – Land at Laines Farm, Cholderton Lane – installation of a solar farm, 
including battery storage and associated development 
Cllr WO advised that permission in principle had been given by the Planning Dept, subject to 
conditions (archaeology, biodiversity, construction access etc) on 14 May. 
 

8. Finance 
 

i) The Parish Council noted and agreed the bank balances at 26/05/2025 
 

ii) The payments and expense were approved 
 

iii) The following were discussed and agreed  
 

- Annual accounts for the year ended 31 March 2025  
- Audit return for accounts discussed and agreed 

- Bank Mandate – removal of Cllr P Christie and addition of Cllr RM (Chair) 
- Office equipment – confirmation that the laptop for Clerk had been purchased 

and noted in the Minutes of November 2024 meeting 

- Parish Council Insurance – to renew with Ecclesiastical Insurance 

- Financial Risk Assessment – undertaken, agreed, and signed by Chair 
- Clerk’s contract and salary – discussed and agreed  

 

To be discussed and finalised at next meeting 
 

- Speed cameras maintenance contract – to be discussed at next meeting 

- Asset Register 2025 – to be finalised at next meeting 

- Re-investment of reserves held in United Trust Bank (UTB) 
      The UTB Fixed One Year Bond matures on 9 July 2025 and Cllr RM  
      advised that he had undertaken research into other providers that     
      might offer a more flexible investment vehicle for parish funds, such as  
      building societies. Cllr RM will circulate details to Parish Councillors for the    
      next meeting.  

 

Fete Funds  
 
The Internal Auditor had advised that the current arrangement of holding the fete funds and 
how they were partially distributed, is in direct breach of Parish Law. The Clerk had 
contacted HALC, the representative body for Parish Councils and they had stated two 
options: 
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i) the fete committee should set up their own bank account, or 
 
ii) the Parish Council could set up a sub-committee (it can be called the Fete Committee), 
with no requirement for a member of the Parish Council on the fete committee. HALC can 
provide a template for Terms of Reference, which need to be agreed.  Cllr SC advised that 
she is already on the fete committee.  
The Clerk will send the Terms of Reference to Cllr SC to discuss at the Fete Committee 
meeting on 23 June. This needs to be confirmed at the next Parish Council meeting.  
 

9.  Grant Policy 
The Grant Policy had been prepared and agreed in May 2024 and was reviewed and agreed 
by the Parish Council for 2025. 
 

10.  Grants – Thruxton Memorial Hall 
A grant application had been received from Mrs G Odling, Chair of Thruxton Memorial Hall, 
in respect of funding towards the refurbishment of the kitchen and storage room. A 
discussion took place about the considerable amount of work required and it was agreed by 
the Parish Council that the Hall is a vital resource for the community, providing a venue for a 
wide variety of clubs and events. The Council agreed to provide some funding towards the 
refurbishment and a grant application for £5000 from Thruxton Memorial Hall was approved. 
 

11.  SSEN Invitation to apply for share of Community Fund 
This would be put forward as an item for discussion at the next meeting. 
 

12. Proposed Projects for the current year 
 

Accessibility to Village Green 
Cllr WO advised this could be undertaken through Section 171, i.e. to use approved 
drawings and a named contractor. Cllr WO has acquired a quote for providing a ‘like for like’ 
gate and fence and to include the map board for £1650. It was noted that the Jubilee Fund 
Committee had offered funds towards a new gate meaning a more elaborate gate befitting 
the surrounding may be possible. The Parish Council agreed to contribute the cost of like for 
like replacement as above towards the scheme as a community project. 
 

It was agreed that Cllr WO would write an article for the Thruxton Times newsletter inviting 
designs.  
 

 Speed Awareness – 20 mph through the village proposal 
Cllr RM advised that this would be a very large project in terms of the work involved as a 
public Referendum would need to be prepared, sent out and collated. It would require the 
assistance of residents as volunteers. Cllr WO agreed to write an article for the Thruxton 
Times newsletter. 
 

Cllr SC advised that there is an ongoing project to find out who owns the small piece of land, 
Lambourne Green. The Clerk reported that she had been in touch with the Land Registry, 
which advised that a SIM application could be made to find out details, it would £8 to do so. 
 

Cllr SC highlighted the Community Speed Watch and the need or otherwise for speed ‘gun’ 
to be purchased. This to be discussed further at next meeting. 
 

13. Attendance at events None reported 
 

14.  Community Thanks None reported 
 
15.  Date of Next Meeting – Monday, 7th July, 7.30pm, Thruxton Memorial Hall 
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 Actions to be taken in respect of items discussed during meeting. 
 

 

Item No. 
 

 

Cllr/Clerk 
 

                      Action/s Agreed 

 

5.1 
 

 
Cllr HL 

 

Flooding & Biodiversity:   
To monitor village stream ref watercress growth 
 

 
5.2 

 

 

Cllr RM 

Roads and footpaths:  
To follow up with HCC CD about the need to cut back the 
vegetation growing along the slip road onto the A303 
 

 

 
5.3 

 
 

 

 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

 

Village Green 
To contact tree surgeon to remove the dead branch 
overhanging Village Street asap 
To confirm grass cut dates for Village Green 
 

 

5.4 
 

 

 
Cllr WO 
 
Cllr PC 
 
 

 

Play Areas safety checks: 
To follow up with Chair of PTA in respect of volunteers to 
help with the play area work identified 
To follow up with maintenance company contact provided 
by Cllr RM 

 

 
7 

 

 

 
Cllr WO 
 
 

 

Planning:   
To write to/contact Orchard Homes. 

 

 
8 

 

 

 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
Cllr RM 

 

Finance:  
Fete – to send HALC Terms of Reference template and 
further details to Cllr RM and Cllr SC for fete committee 
To provide final Asset Register for approval 
To circulate details of alternative savings providers for the 
Parish reserve funds. 
 

 

11 

 

 
Cllr RM 

 

SSEN Invitation to apply for share of Community Fund 
To follow up and report on at next meeting  
 

 

12 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Cllr WO 
 
 
 

 

Proposed Projects for current year: 
Village Green access for disabled residents 
 

To write an article for the Thruxton Times asking for 
design submissions for a new entrance to the Green and 
20mph speed limit. 
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