
Rhodesia Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st July 2026 
Present:

Councillor L Deamer (Chair)
Councillors S Fielding, M Macefield, S Marks, D Pickersgill and D Pressley, 
In attendance M Welch (Clerk) 
There were 2 members of the public present.
An email had been received from a resident regarding the allotments he attended and introduced himself to councillors.
Residents again raised concerns about the large vehicles on Steetley Lane and the signs which are inadequate, this had been reported at the last meeting and information is being collated by councillors.  It was reported that passing bays had been conditioned and must be put in beforehand.
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor M Herbert.
2. Declaration of Interests and to identify any agenda items from which the press and public should be excluded due to the confidential nature of the business.
Item 9 was identified as an item from which the public should be excluded.

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd June
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd June 2026, copies of which had been previously circulated to members were confirmed as a true record and signed.

[bookmark: _Hlk144354306]4. Matters arising 
a) Councillor Responsibilities
Councillors discussed the suggested roles and it was resolved councillors take the responsibilities listed below:-
Governance and Council Operations - Councillor Deamer
Community & Resident Engagement – Councillor Marks
Communications Lead – Councillors Deamer and Herbert
Health, Safety & Environment – Councillor Fielding
Planning and Development – Councillor Herbert

b) Village Hall - Sub-committee report, storage
The Chairman had circulated the report which was discussed and councillors unanimously agreed to accept the suggestions.

c) Community Developments sub-committee
The Chairman had circulated the report which was discussed and councillors unanimously agreed to accept the suggestions.

d) Allotments
Councillors agreed we need to identify the land owners initially.

e) Speeding traffic
The Chairman has done some research which she will circulate to councillors and she proposed a sub-committee meet.  Resolved – Councillors D Pickersgill, L Deamer, S Marks and M Macefield meet to discuss this further.


f) Training courses
Details have been circulated to councillors who were unable to attend on these dates.

g) Lengthsman Scheme
The application has been submitted as agreed at the last meeting.

h) Food Hub – tray collection
Councillor S Marks had asked the driver to take the trays he was unable to on that occasion she will chase this up.

5. New Business
a) Action Tracker
The Chairman has designed an Action Tracker which she offered to maintain, all councillors are happy to use this.

b)  Noticeboard
The clerk reported that new keys have arrived, one was given to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman who also took the spare 2 keys for councillors.

c)  Social Media
Councillor Herbert has done a lot of work on the policy, councillors agreed that Councillors Deamer and Herbert should lead on social media.

d)  Fencing and overgrown tree and hedge
Councillor Marks reported again on the overgrown hedge.  Resolved Councillor Marks is to contact Jo White to ask for help with this as enforcement as a notice was put up and not followed through and the clerk was asked to write to Councillor Bingham.

e) Community Policing Team Report
Nothing had been heard.

f) Steve Wainright - Bassetlaw District Council Flood Resilience Officer Report
Steve Wainright from Bassetlaw introduced himself and explained how he is trying to encourage parishes to have a flood action plan.  Areas of concern were discussed and it was suggested councillors could arrange to meet with Steve and go and have a look at the areas of concern.

g) Community Engagement Forum – Bassetlaw District Council Planning Team 
The team want to do a forum they will print leaflets and arrange a meeting here.  Resolved – Councillors agreed the Chairman should contact Ryan to go ahead with this.

6. Planning
a) Comments
ES-4644 Development of a Plastic Chemical Recycling Facility and Energy Recovery Facility with Integrated      Materials Recovery Area, along with Associated Development Including Car Parking, Boundary Treatment and Fencing, Hard and Soft Landscaping and Ecological Enhancement – Draft comments had been circulated and councillors unanimously agreed they should be submitted stating:-
Rhodesia Parish Council submits this further objection to planning application ES/4644 following review of the additional information and supporting documentation submitted by Envale in response to Nottinghamshire County Council’s Regulation 25 request.

Having considered the updated material, the Parish Council maintains its strong objection to the proposed Plastic Chemical Recycling and Energy Recovery Facility at the former Nottinghamshire Recycling Site and remains firmly of the view that the proposal is unacceptable in planning, environmental and community terms.

Our concerns are not diminished by the additional information submitted and, in several areas, the updated documentation reinforces concerns previously raised by residents, consultees and campaign groups.

Rhodesia Parish Council fully supports the evidence and concerns submitted by Shireoaks and Rhodesia Against Plastic Pyrolysis (SRAPP) and asks that these submissions continue to be given substantial weight in the determination of the application.

The central issue remains unchanged: the surrounding area has evolved significantly and is no longer characterised as an isolated industrial location. Shireoaks, Rhodesia and Gateford have experienced considerable residential growth and now form established communities with family housing, schools, recreational facilities and valued public amenities. The site sits in close proximity to residential neighbourhoods and the Chesterfield Canal corridor, which continues to grow in importance as a leisure, heritage and environmental asset.

Despite the additional information provided, the proposal would still introduce a substantial industrial waste treatment and energy recovery operation into an area increasingly defined by residential and recreational uses. In our view, this remains fundamentally incompatible with the existing character of the area and conflicts with the objectives of the Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Waste Local Plan, which requires waste infrastructure to be appropriately located and to avoid unacceptable environmental and amenity impacts.

The Parish Council remains concerned that the application continues to conflict with wider planning principles and policies. While the site may retain an employment allocation, such designation cannot override the requirement for compatibility with neighbouring land uses and protection of residential amenity. The proposal appears inconsistent with the principles underpinning the “agent of change” approach and with transport and amenity policies intended to safeguard established communities from inappropriate industrial impacts.

Furthermore, concerns remain regarding whether sufficient evidence has been provided to demonstrate the necessity of the development in this location, the certainty and sustainability of feedstock sourcing, and whether the proposal aligns with broader waste hierarchy and recycling objectives.

A particular concern remains the proximity of the development to residential properties and educational settings. The proposed facility, including its emission stacks and associated industrial infrastructure, would be located only a short distance from homes and areas regularly used by local families and visitors. Regardless of the additional technical information submitted, residents continue to raise legitimate concerns regarding air quality, emissions, odour, noise, visual intrusion and cumulative health and wellbeing impacts.

The Parish Council also notes that recognised industry guidance has previously highlighted the importance of maintaining appropriate separation distances between energy recovery infrastructure and residential areas. The relationship between this proposal and nearby communities continues to raise serious concerns regarding suitability of location.

Transport impacts also remain unresolved. The proposal would continue to rely upon access arrangements shared with an already heavily used public recycling facility on Shireoaks Road. Additional HGV movements have the potential to increase congestion, worsen local air quality and create additional road safety concerns for residents, pedestrians and those accessing surrounding amenities.

The Parish Council remains concerned that the cumulative impact of the scale, operational intensity and industrial nature of the development has not been satisfactorily addressed within the updated documentation. Given the site’s historical operational issues and local environmental sensitivities, questions remain regarding long-term operational resilience and community confidence.

In summary, Rhodesia Parish Council considers that the additional information submitted under Regulation 25 does not overcome the fundamental objections previously raised. This remains the wrong development in the wrong location.

For the reasons set out above, Rhodesia Parish Council respectfully requests that Nottinghamshire County Council refuses planning permission for application ES/4644.

b) Decisions
There were no decisions on the website.

7. Finance
a) Balance – Unity Account £ 22281.05.

b) Payments - the following payments were agreed, Salaries and pension, Keys £21.54, Fireguard £183.07, Canal Trust £60 M Welch homeworking £26 and expenses £ 44.45.

c) Banking – signatories
The clerk brought new forms to the meeting to be signed.

d) Insurance.
This is due for renewal in August, the pictures of the flood store have been submitted so that cover can be checked and included.  Councillors agreed this should be renewed on receipt to ensure continuous cover.

e) Fireworks
A request for a donation has been circulated.  Resolved – Councillors agreed to make a donation of £500 to the fireworks.

f)  First Responders Appeal
A request for a donation has been circulated.  Resolved – Councillors agreed to make a donation of £50 as previously.

g) Lotteries Licence
This is due in August and costs £20, councillors unanimously agreed to renew this.

8.  County and District Councillors 
Councillor Pressley reported that the work on the play area has not been done yet and he will keep the council informed on it.  Bikes have still been going into the back of the Old Bowling Green, one was caught and the bike confiscated.

9. Staffing Committee Report
This was discussed in detail with councillors who unanimously agreed with the suggestions.  Resolved – the clerk was asked to write and invite the caretaker to a meeting at 7pm on Wednesday 15th July.

10. Correspondence
Correspondence has been circulated.

11. Date of next meeting
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at 7pm

The meeting closed at 8.57p.m.
