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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th June 2024 
held in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, J Smith, S Gill, 1 member of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4682.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4683.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4684.    To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th May 2024 & amend amendment of Meeting held on
	9th April 2024.  The Minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record after the removal of the word 
	‘not’ before ‘be possible’ in Minute number 4646.f.  The original wording was correct.

4685.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
	a)  Swan update.  The Swan is still under threat of closure.  The Chairman had spoken with the Landlord’s 
	partner.  There is some interest from a possible purchaser.
	b)  Sports Club Lease update.  Three Councillors had attended the Sports Club AGM and Cllr. Venning 
	gave a report noting that a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer have yet to be appointed.  Councillors
	expressed their concern that the Lease renewal is still awaiting agreement by the Sports Club.  It was 
	agreed to keep monitoring the situation.
c)  s106 update.  The Clerk reported that she was waiting for confirmation from Annie Brown, the ABC Open Spaces & Landscape Officer for the date of a site meeting on Poplar Farm Field.  It is hoped that it will be 13th or 14th June. 

At this point a member of public joined the meeting which was then adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes. The meeting then restarted.

d)  Update on possible transfer to PC of land belonging to ABC at Poplar Farm Field.  Cllr Smith informed the meeting that he had enlisted the help of Borough Councillor Johnny Shilton and had also written recently to the ABC Chief Executive on another matter but had included a reminder regarding our hopes for this piece of land.
e)  Cemetery Planning Application update.  Cllr Smith reported that we are still waiting for further information regarding the requirement for net diversity gain information.
f)  Cemetery direction sign.  The Clerk had gained permission for this to be attached to the PROW post and had sourced a possible sign.  Councillors agreed to purchase one, 145 x 400mm at a cost of £14.99 plus £2.99 delivery.  

4686.	Planning Application: (previously notified to Councillors)
a)   PA/2024/0994  35 Forge Meads – Single storey rear extension and changes to fenestration.  Cllrs agreed to support this application.

4687.	To agree amended policy for dealing with press/media.  Cllr Venning had drafted an additional 
	sentence to the existing policy indicating that there was a separate Social Media Policy.  This had been 
	forwarded to Councillors for their consideration.  After a full discussion it was agreed that Councillors 
	should look at this more fully and give their views on it at the next meeting.
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4688.	Internal Auditor’s Report.  This had been prepared by David Chesson and forwarded to Councillors.
	Mr Chesson had concluded his report by recommending that the Cemetery Fees be reviewed.  Agreed
	to add this to the agenda for the next meeting.  Mr Chesson was thanked for carrying out the Audit.
4689.	Annual Return:
	a)  Resolve to approve the Annual Governance Statement (previously forwarded to Councillors).  The 
	Clerk went through this item by item.  It was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith that these be approved.  All agreed.
	b)  This statement was signed and dated by the Chairman and the Clerk.
	c)  Consider the Accounting Statements (previously forward to Councillors).  The Clerk explained that the figures were taken from the end of year figures, however Cllr Smith queried the amount of the income figure.
	d)  It was proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Sykes that these be approved.  All agreed.
	e)  The Accounting Statements were signed by the Chairman having already been signed by the Clerk.

4690.	Correspondence:
	a)  KCC PROW & Access, Definitive Map Officer – Proposed diversion of Public Footpath AT80 (part) and AT81 (part).  This takes the footpath away from Rugden and Rugden Barn.  The questionnaire was completed by agreeing that this is advantageous to all concerned.
	b)  KCC Road Safety & Active Travel Group – Detailed design for the speed reduction scheme in Peening Quarter for approval and notice of payment of final invoice of £3,581.62.  Councillors agreed the design.  Once approved the invoice will be issued.

4691.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Chairman reported on the recent meeting held with the Caretaker.  The Clerk and Caretaker had attended Warehorne’s Annual Parish Meeting.  The Clerk thanked them for their donation to the Scheme.
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  The Lloyds Bank Statement has yet to be received so a full Bank reconciliation had not been possible, but the payroll had been run early so the direct debit should be on the May statement and the figures given should be correct.
ii)  Agree Caretaker Scheme’s budget.  The Caretaker’s salary would be held in closed session, so this item was adjourned until after this had taken place.  Following this the budget was discussed.  It was noted that there hasn’t been an increase in income from ABC since the scheme started.  It was agreed to request a meeting with the officer now overseeing the scheme, pointing this out.  It is hoped to follow this with a request for an increase.  Taking into account the salary decision made earlier the budget was agreed.
c)   Planning Decisions:
· PA/2023/0586  Land south of Wittersham Road – Appeal against ABC’s decision to refuse.  Appeal allowed.
· PA/2024/0675  Kingsgate House – Single storey rear and front extensions following removal of existing balcony and changes to fenestration.  Granted.
	d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report. 
e)  Highways – Residents hedges are growing out onto the footway.  The Clerk to report to landowner or Highways.
f)  Public Rights of Way – The hedges each side of the path on AT79 into the field need cutting back.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4692.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  9th July 2024 at 7pm.

4693.	Items for Information:
The Clerk reminded Councillors to let her know when they would be away. 

Page 917
4694.	To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.  Proposed by Cllr 
	Mash and seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.
	Caretaker’s salary.  After a full discussion an increase was agreed.
	
	The meeting closed at 20.54hrs. 

Appendix
Mr Willcocks brought the meeting’s attention to the problem with parking along Poplar Road when the Sports Club holds a football tournament.  The road gets blocks making travelling along it in a car very difficult.  The Clerk will contact the Secretary of the Football Club asking that no waiting signs be put up and drivers encouraged to use the Village Hall Car Park.  He also brought the meeting’s attention to the dangerous way the youngsters are riding their bikes along Poplar Road.  The Clerk will inform PC Laker.  Cllr Venning asked that PC Laker be invited to attend our next meeting.
	
