LINSLADE BOWLS CLUB
COMPETITION RULES
General Rules - All Competitions
1. A competitor shall be a playing member of the Club and only members who have paid their annual subscription shall be eligible for any competition.
2. All competitions shall be played in accordance with the laws of the game, as prescribed by Bowls England.
3. All members entering competitions are undertaking an obligation to observe and comply with the competition scheduled dates and finals dates. Should a competitor be unavailable on finals days due to illness, or any other unforeseen circumstance, the Competitions Committee will make a decision as to how the situation can be resolved amicably for all parties concerned.
4. The Competitions Committee shall make the draw for the competitions.
5. Any individual competition will only be run if there are enough players to ensure that at least one round is played before the Finals. If there are not enough entrants for a competition, that individual competition will not be run that season.
6. The competitions finals shall be played on the allocated days shown in the fixture list. All finalists will play on the day allocated by the Competitions Committee, having regard to any individual being in multi final games. 
7. The Competitions Committee will identify the markers and umpire for the Finals.
8. Preferred dress for the initial rounds is Greys/club shirt, with the Finals to be played in Whites/club shirt.
9. Rinks shall be drawn for all stages of the competition. On a match day, no competitor shall play on the selected rink before the match.
10. In the event of a dispute on the green during a match, a Club Official or other Club member may be called upon to act as an Umpire.
11. Inclement weather: If a match cannot start or has to be abandoned due to bad weather (not just a break to allow the weather to improve) then:
a. If at least 12 ends have been completed, the score stands and the match is complete.
b. If 7 to 11 ends have been completed, the match continues from that point at a rearranged date. On resumption on another day trial ends may be played.
c. If less than 7 ends have been completed, the match restarts from 0 on a rearranged date.
12. The competition fixture list will state the date by which each round must be completed; this date is also the start date for the next round.
13. The first-named player/team in each round shall be the challenger and will be responsible for the match arrangements. In a singles match, the challenger is also responsible for providing the marker.
14. Within 48 hours of the start date, the challenger must offer their opponent three dates (not in the same week), one of which should be a Saturday or Sunday, on which to play the match. 
15. The opponent must accept one of the dates offered, within 48 hours of receiving the challenge.
16. Rink availability – the challenger is responsible for checking the Rink Book to ensure that a rink is available,  
17. Score Cards and Results - at the end of a match, the signed scorecards are to be left in the score-card box in the Clubhouse. The winning names are to be entered on the competition list notice by the marker or losing player(s).
18. The start-time of the match shall be no earlier than 11:00 Saturday/Sunday, or before 18:00 Monday-Friday unless mutually agreed. If any competitor fails to appear within 30 minutes after the fixed/agreed time, their opponent may claim the match.
19. When a date has been agreed it is requested that this is noted on the draw sheet so that the Competitions Committee can see that they do not need to ‘chase it up’.  
20. Failure to challenge, or to play the match
a. If the challenger has failed to make arrangements for the match within the time allowed (Rule 14), then they shall forfeit the role of challenger, and the opponent becomes the challenger, and who then, in turn, has 48 hours to offer three dates on which the match can be played.
b. If one party has been unable to make contact with their opponent/s or if their opponents cannot agree a match date for any reason, then they should make contact with the Competitions Committee as soon as possible and no later than one week before the round completion date. The Competitions Committee will arbitrate and decide if there is a case for an extension to the round completion date if; 
i. the reason for the match not being played is non availability of a rink  
ii. if a player or players are involved in National or County competitions and have been unable to arrange an earlier completion date for the Club competition.
iii. Extenuating circumstances
c. Failure to play the match by the due date may result in elimination of both competitors/teams from the competition.
21. Alteration / Extension
a. No alteration of an accepted date or extension of a closing date will be granted unless:
i. the match cannot be played owing to the green being declared unfit for play by a member of the Greens Sub-Committee or of the Executive Committee; in such circumstances, a 48-hour extension will be allowed, providing a rink was booked on the Rink Booking Sheet at least 24 hours prior to the green being declared unfit for play.
ii. Extenuating circumstances
22. Substitutes: 
a. Substitutes are only permitted in Pairs Competitions. 
b. In Pairs Competitions the two players taking part in the first game shall constitute the Pair and should normally play together throughout the competition. One additional - and the same - player may however be used as a substitute at any time provided, he/she has not already played in the competition.
c. The Pair requiring a substitute are responsible for choosing a substitute and notifying the Competitions Committee.
23. Competitions and Eligibility
a. Championship Singles Men – 4 Woods, 21 Shots: Any Member of the Men’s section
b. Championship Singles Ladies – 4 Woods, 21 Shots: Any Member of the Ladies section
c. 2 Wood Singles Men - 21 Ends: Any Member of the Men’s section
d. 2 Wood Singles Ladies – 21 Ends: Any Member of the Ladies section
e. Handicap Singles Men – 4 Woods, 21 Shots: Any Member of the Men’s section
i. Handicaps will be determined by Competitions Committee and Captain
ii. Players with a negative handicap must first score their handicap shots to reach zero. They must then score a further 21 shots to win. Players with a positive handicap need only score the shots required to reach 21 shots in total. Handicaps should be entered in the first line in the scorecard.
f. Benevolent Singles Men – 4 Woods, 21 Shots: Any Member of Men’s section who has not previously won a Singles Competition
g. Newbies Singles – 4 Woods, 21 Shots: Any Club Member (Men’s or Ladies) who:
i. Have been a member of Linslade Bowls Club for 3 years or less.
ii. Have not won a club singles competition at Linslade Bowls Club.
iii. Have not played at County level, or in County Competitions at any Bowls Club.
h. Cotsworth Cup – 4 Woods, 21 Shots: Any Member of Ladies section who has not previously won a Singles Competition
i. June Cook Trophy Singles – 4 Wood, (two sets of 9 ends, 3 end shootout if necessary): Any Club Member (Men’s or Ladies)
j. Drawn Open Pairs – Pairing will be determined by the Competitions Committee with no seeding: 4 Wood, 18 Ends: Any Club Member (Men’s or Ladies):
k. Drawn Pairs - Pairing will be determined by the Competitions Committee whereby one experienced player will be drawn with one less experienced player 
i. Drawn Pairs Men – 2 Wood, 21 Ends: Any Member of Men’s section
ii. Drawn Pairs Men – 4 Wood, 18 Ends: Any Member of Men’s section
iii. Drawn Pairs Ladies – 4 Wood, 18 Ends: Any Member of Ladies section
24. Any issues or appeals are to be notified in writing to the Competitions Committee. 
25. Where a Competition Committee member is not independent of any appeal, the Club Chairman will be involved in the appeal decision. 
26. Any member who feels unjustly treated under these Competition Rules may appeal in writing to the Executive Committee within 48 hours.
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