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Minutes of the Meeting held at Community, 108 Northampton Road, Earls Barton 
on Monday 10 December 2018

Present: Cllrs P Morrall (Chair), I Abbott, J Bond, M Cahill, B Chapman, S Dodds, L Morrison, M Perkins, B Rice.

192/18 Public Speaking Time
Members of the public attended to address the Parish Council about maintenance issues around the village.

193/18 Apologies for Absence
It was resolved to approve apologies for absence from Cllrs Glover, Gough, Mills and Wells.

194/18 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest
None were received. 

195/18 Minutes of the Meeting of 12 November 2018 and the Extraordinary Meeting of 4 December 2018
It was resolved to adopt the minutes as a correct record.

196/18 Accounts
It was resolved to pay the following accounts:
	Chq no
	Payee
	Details 
	£

	4596
	Richard Phelan Contracting
	Hedgecutting
	    80.00

	4597
	EB & District Churches Together
	Grant
	  250.00

	4598
	Wellingborough Norse
	Grounds Maintenance – Nov 18
	2380.80

	4599
	R Bond
	VAS Maintenance – Nov 18
	    65.00

	4600
	Lexis Nexis
	Local Council Administration Book
	  103.99

	4601-05
	Salary Costs
	Clerk/Y-Club Leaders/Tax/NI/Pension
	2669.19



197/18 Planning 
(a) Planning Applications Received:
WP/18/00690/FUL – single storey rear and side extension – 64 Compton Way
WP/18/00718/FUL – conversion of A1 retail shop (fancy dress/costume hire shop) to two bedroom ground floor flat to include repainting of front elevation – 4A The Square
Following discussion, it was agreed that a site viewing be requested on application WP/18/00690/FUL due to concerns over loss of light and an objection be lodged against WP/18/00718/FUL as it is against policy EB.LB1 of the Earls Barton Neighbourhood Plan.

198/18 Police/Community Safety
(a) Crime Figures and Report – Sgt Simon Moreton of Northants Police attended.  He acknowledged that, due to the number of officers covering the Wellingborough Rural Area, the Neighbourhood Policing Team are not in Earls Barton as much as he would like.  However, the new Chief Constable is focussing in local policing and he is hopeful that there will be an increase in police numbers.  Sgt Moreton advised that 14 crimes were reported in Earls Barton in November, a reduction from 26 crimes reported in October.  It was noted that the number of crimes reported in October was a spike and that the average for Earls Barton is 12-14 crimes reported per month.  The importance of reporting crimes and suspicious activity was also discussed.

199/18 Sports and Leisure Development
The Clerk reported on the decisions made at the Extraordinary Meeting held on 4 December.  It was agreed that a sub-committee be set up with delegated powers to deal with the Project Managers for the development.  The members of the sub-committee would be Cllrs Bond, Dodds, Glover and Wells.  A monthly report would be provided to the Parish Council by the Project Managers.  

200/18 Finance
(a) Grounds Maintenance Committee – it was resolved to approve the minutes of the Grounds Maintenance Committee meeting held on 26 November 2018.
(b) Dates for Grounds Maintenance and Finance Committee Meetings -  to take place on Thursday 10 January 2019.
(c) Personnel Committee – decision on date deferred to January meeting.

201/18 Highways & Maintenance
(a) Junction Doddington Road and Clarke Court – deferred to January meeting.
(b) West Street Parking – meeting date for residents to be confirmed.  Sgt Moreton advised that he is aware of the situation and would provide representation at the meeting.
(c) Request for tribute bench – a request for a tribute bench on the Recreation Field was approved in principle, subject to confirmation of the exact location and style of bench. It was felt that a wooden bench would not be suitable and further discussion will be held.

202/18 NCALC/SLCC/ACRE Correspondence
(a) Data Protection Officer Service – it was resolved to continue with the NCALC DPO Service.
(b) SLCC Regional Training Seminar – the Clerk’s attendance was approved.
(c) SLCC Practitioners Conference – the Clerk’s attendance was approved.

203/18 Borough Council of Wellingborough Correspondence
(a) Report from Parish Forum – Cllr Morrall reported that discussion at the Parish Forum centred around exception sites and rural housing.  It was resolved that the Clerk write to BCW asking that priority for affordable housing is given to people with links to Earls Barton where possible.  It was also noted that paper plans will no longer be issues to Parish Councils for planning applications.  A suggestion that local Parish Council’s work together to offer services following the appointment of the Unitary Councils was not well received.
(b) Local Government Reform in Northamptonshire – BCW have confirmed that the elections due to take place in May 2019 will now be postponed until May 2020.

204/18 Northamptonshire County Council Correspondence
(a) County Councillor Report – no report received.
(b) Earls Barton Library – the Clerk provided a report on a meeting held with Friends of Earls Barton Library.  It has been confirmed that the library will be community managed with statutory protection from NCC.  There are still plans to charge rent for the building and it was agreed that the Clerk write to NCC asking for this to be reconsidered, asking instead for the building to be transferred to community ownership or a peppercorn rent,  It was also noted that the annual running costs can be reduced, and it was agreed that EBPC will budget £3500.00 annual to cover these costs.  Friends of EB Library are setting up a legal body to run the service.  It was resolved that Cllrs Mills and Morrall be trustees of the body.

205/18 Park Street Car Park
Deferred to January’s meeting.

206/18 Potential Legal Proceedings
Deferred to January’s meeting. 

Date of Next Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]Monday 14 January 2019 – 7.15pm

It should be noted that these minutes are subject to the approval of Earls Barton Parish Council

Rosemary Smart – Clerk to the Council
01604 812850	theclerk.ebpc@gmail.com 	www.earlsbarton.gov.uk
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