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  Elmsted and 
  Hastingleigh 
  Community 
  Contacts 

 
Elmsted Parish Council Tracey Block    01233 750415 
 

Hastingleigh Parish Council Tracey Block    01233 750415 
 

Evington Hall (Bookings)  Shelley  07401 908249 
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk) bookings@evingtonhall.org.uk  
   

Evington Hall Committee Hon Sec Mrs H French  01233 750483  
 

ECP Hon Sec  Mrs S Boxall     01233 750206 
 
Evington Gardeners Hon Sec Mrs H Ransley 01233 750949 
 

Evington Community Choir Mrs C Jeffery    01233 750585 
 

Footpath Walks 
Mr D Harris 01233 813711 
 

Women’s Institute  
Mrs J Bowes 01233 811875 
 

Parent and Toddler Group  
Mrs L Lawrence 01233 750987 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Hastingleigh   
Mr G Block 01233 750415 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Elmsted  
Mr J Argar 01233 750311 



3 

 

    1 

Contents  
 

The WI                                   11 
Pete The Postie   12 
ECP 100 Club   13 
In The Garden   14 
Kentish Express   16 
Church Services   18 
Garden Colour    19 
Wye PPG    20 
A Mystery & Ice House   21 
Farming Notebook   22 
So They Do Say   24 

Submissions 
The Community News takes no      
responsibility for misleading                
advertising or incorrect editorial               
supplied to us in good faith. 
 
Please provide any promotional or 
editorial content in Word format  
rather than pdf. For length, grammar 
and style issues the Editor reserves 
the right to edit it. 

A s we start to enter Autumn, 
schools are returning, and a 

return to a bit of normality is 
occurring.  
      Page 19 has some gorgeous 
photos of colour from our readers 
gardens. The Ride and Stride for 
Churches is taking place 12th 
September, page 15. There is still 
time to donate to the gift for Pete 
the Postie, see page 12 for more 
details. A mystery circle has been 
noted in a field near Evington Place 
(page 21), can you shed any light 
on what it might be?  
      As always letters, articles and 
comments are very welcome. 

September 
in Elmsted with Hastingleigh 

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk 
Advertising: advertising.communitynews@gmail.com 

Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com 
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT. 

mailto:secretary.communitynews@gmail.com
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FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS 
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 

WALLPAPERING 

FREE Estimates 

07710 130275 
01233 750450 

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com 

www.davidfarnfield.com 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

DAVID FARNFIELD 

Tree Work Contractor 
 

Tree Surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed. 
 

Hedge cutting. 
 

Stump grinding. 
 

Operated van mounted cherry  
picker for hire by the hour  
(60ft max height, IPAF qualified) 
 

Fully insured with 25 years local experience.  
 

Toby Gardener                                     07831 473981 
Beriscolt                                     (Eve) 01233 750489 
Hastingleigh                         tandrgardener@btinternet.com 
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Chris Dryland 

 

small projects large projects  emergencies 

Most aspects  of  Household and  Garden Maintenance 

 

Also 

Tipis for hire 

www.bighilltipis.co.uk 

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787 
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LOGS & FIREWOOD 
For Good Quality, 
Seasoned 

Ash or mixed logs 
(dry) 

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570 

Wye Beauty 
Electrolysis hair removal, Anti ageing facials, Microdermabrasion, 
Skin tag, red vein and milia treatment 
Manicures/pedicures, Threading, Waxing 
Ear piercing 
Microcurrent face lifting 
Chiropodist services 
Sports massage, Indian Head Massage 
Semi permanent makeup 
Spray tanning 
Tues - Fri 8.30am  - 5 pm.                                                                    
Sat 9am - 1pm (later by appointment) 
Gift vouchers available 
40years experience, Fully qualified staff 
29 Bridge Street, Wye 
TN25 5ED 
Tel: 01233 811550 
Email: wyebeauty@live.com 
www.rtbs.co.uk 
Major credit cards accepted 
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john@browningbuilders.co.uk 

Mobile 07770667238 

 

DAVE   YOUNG  &  PAUL   HARRIS 
 

   Registered Electrical Contractors 
     All types of installation work carried out 
                              Fully Insured 
 

          New Install   -   Rewires 
       Fault Finding   -   Repairs 

 

        FARM      DOMESTIC     COMMERCIAL 
Dave    07830148333     daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk 
Paul     07940983052      paul_s_harris@sky.com  

mailto:daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:paul_s_harris@sky.com
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WYNCOT KENNELS 
and 

CATTERY 
(Hastingleigh) 

 

FOR COMFORT AND PEACE OF MIND 
WHERE A WARM CARING ATMOSPHERE 

IS ALWAYS AT HAND 
 

HEATED KENNELS AND CATTERY 
FULLY LICENCED, FULLY TRAINED & CARING STAFF 

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 
 

Set in 9 acres overlooking the picturesque Kent Downs, we have 3 large paddocks 
where  the dogs are individually exercised and played with 

INSPECTION WELCOMED 
(8.30 - 11.30) - (2.00 - 5.00) 

7 days a week 
Phone 01233 750323 for any further details 
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ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER 

Sculpture and carving in wood 
Architectural lettering in stone and wood 
Fine printmaking and painting 
 
The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane 
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW 
Telephone: 01233 750305 

VANESSA LONDON 

 

 

ROZ BACON 

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 5HU 

01233 750327 (ans) 
roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Qualified Guide to City of 
Canterbury and 

Cathedral Guide. 
Delightful rooms in a 

lovely village. 

CHILHAM FEEDS 

01227 731159 

 
9am  -  5pm weekdays,  9am  -  1pm Saturdays 

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks 
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc. 

Bedding  -  Vitamins  -  Supplements  -  Conditioners  - Accessories 

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent 



10 

 

8 

                            MATHS TUITION 
 

▪  GCSE & iGCSE 
▪  Key Stage 3 and 4 
▪  Entrance exams 
▪  15+ years experience of tutoring 
▪  Enhanced DBS certificate 
 

       I am patient, reliable and approachable. 
Using a wide range of resources I enable students                                              

to reach their potential. 
 

   Please contact:    Clare Newman 01227 700291 for further details.  
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Cedar Tree Care 
 

All types of work undertaken: 

      ▪ Crown Lifting   ▪ Crown Reductions 
      ▪ Pollarding    ▪ Dismantling and Removals 
      ▪Hedge Maintenance  ▪ Stump Grinding and Removal 
      ▪ Woodland Management ▪ Mobile Saw Milling 
                  ▪ All Year Round Seasoned Logs Available  
 

Fully insured and NPTC qualified with over                                                     
15 years of experience. 

 

Contact Tom 
Mobile: 07769908027      Email: Linchlot5@gmail.com 
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The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

FREELANCE HAIRDRESSER 

 
Have your hair styled in the 
comfort of your own home 
Contact Lynne 07805087232  

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

info@bodshamholidaylets.com 

Paul Boxall                    
Local 

Traditional                       
Window Cleaner 

01233 750206 
07999470889 

D Wallis Decorating 

 
For all your painting and                      

decorating needs. 

Call Dougie on 
Home: 01233 750308 
Mobile: 07853868901 

Over 45 years’ experience 
Free estimates 
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Hastingleigh with Elmsted WI  

S ome interesting facts about the history of the Women’s Institute 
(information taken from the W.I. website). 

 
Why was the W.I. named the Women’s Institute? 
      The W.I. was the women’s branch of the Farmer’s Institute, hence 
the name Women’s Institute. The name ‘Institute’ was a term given 
to permanent organisations with educational purposes.  
 
Why was Jerusalem chosen as the W.I.’s anthem? 
      Choosing Jerusalem as the W.I. anthem came as a result of a letter 
to the former W.I. membership magazine “Home & Country”, prior to 
the 8th Annual General Meeting in 1924. Grace Hadow, Vice-Chair at 
the time, suggested its use after attending “Exhibitions or Council 
meetings at which the whole assembly joined in singing Sir Hubert 
Parry's setting of Blake's Jerusalem.” She pointed out that many W.I. 
members “would like to sing the song at the upcoming Annual 
Meeting.” 
      After an impressive “performance” of Jerusalem at the AGM, the 
NFWI ran a competition for an 'Institute song' which ended in                 
Jerusalem being chosen at the official Institute’s song. 
      Jerusalem had been used by the National Union of Suffrage            
Societies in the 1918 celebrations of women's enfranchisement, and 
many of the leaders of the NFWI, including Grace Hadow, had been 
part of that struggle to win the vote for women.  By singing               
Jerusalem, the WI is marking its links with the wider women's                
movement, and its commitment to improving the conditions of rural 
life. 
 
Which Members of the Royal family have joined the W.I.? 
Queen Mary invited Madge Watt, who founded the first W.I. in Great 
Britain, to form a W.I. at Sandringham, and the Queen became its 
President. This tradition was followed by future members of the Royal 
family. HM Queen Elizabeth II became a W.I. member in 1943 when 
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she was still Princess Elizabeth; her Mother was President of           
Sandringham W.I. Her Majesty The Queen is still President of         
Sandringham W.I. HRH The Countess of Wessex is a member of       
Bagshot W.I., Surrey. HRH The Duchess of Cornwall is a member of 
Tetbury W.I., Gloucestershire. HRH Princess Anne is an Associate 
Member. 
 
      Due to the current climate, we are unable to meet at the moment 
but are holding virtual competitions for flower of the month. The 
Flower of the Month joint winners for August were Barbara George 
(Rose) and Sue Lawson (Lily). 
Marie Wenham 

A nyone still wishing to contribute towards the retirement             
collection for Pete, can you please drop it off at Quackers, The 

Street, Hastingleigh before Sunday 13th September. 
      We have a card and if we are not there when you drop off your 
donation,  please leave your address and we will pop round with it for 
you to sign. 
      We have collected over £400 so far and have been in contact with 
Julia, Pete’s wife, and she has suggested we get him a reclining garden 
chair and some iTunes and Amazon vouchers.  We are in the process 
of arranging a date when Pete and Julia can come up to the village so 
those who have given can say a personal goodbye and thank you.   
      If you would like to attend, can you please email us on                                       
sueboxall@btinternet.com  so we can let you know when and where 
this will take place. 
Sue & Paul 

Pete The Postie Update 



15 

 

13 

The winning numbers for the April 2020 Draw are: 
1st Prize:   No.     58 
2nd Prize: No:     57 
3rd Prize: No:     45 
The winning numbers for the May 2020 Draw are: 
1st Prize:   No.     19 
2nd Prize: No:     62 
3rd Prize: No:     102 
The winning numbers for the June 2020 Draw are: 
1st Prize:   No.     89 
2nd Prize: No:     38 
3rd Prize: No:     62 
The winning numbers for the July 2020 Draw are: 
1st Prize:   No.     25 
2nd Prize: No:     98 
3rd Prize: No:     94 
The winning numbers for the August 2020 Draw are: 
1st Prize:   No.     93 
2nd Prize: No:     40 
3rd Prize: No:     42 
 

Next draw to be held virtually on Saturday 12th September at 11am. 
Many thanks to all of the 100+ Club Members for your support. 
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O verall it seems to me that plants this summer are earlier than 
usual.  We have had immense heat from time to time and, even 

for this corner of southeast England the lack of rain is having its 
effect.  Despite our generous storage of roof water we have, from 
time to time, resorted to the hand held hose from the mains supply 
to help some of our plants along.  Obviously Kent has had sufficient 
rainfall to avoid any hosepipe bans. 
      September heralds the beginning of the autumn and I hope as 
temperatures decline you will be rewarded with an Indian Summer – 
such a delightful time. 
      This year we attempted to establish a new raspberry bed, half 
summer fruiting (Cascade Delight) and half autumn fruiting (Polka).  
Despite planting the new canes early while the soil had abundant 
moisture about 40% of the canes did not grow and so few raspberries 
this year but my point is that in August we had the summer and      
autumn fruiting types coming together.  The few we have picked 
taste delicious and I hope, with time, the bed will fill out with new 
canes and we shall be rewarded with abundance. 
      Potatoes have done exceptionally well, first early Arran Pilot, then 
Charlotte (a firm favourite here for its flavour that was introduced to 
us by friends who had a house in Brittany long before it was known in 
the UK) and finally Desirée, an early main crop and a good keeper.  
And no blight this year and hardly any slug damage.  Marvellous.  In 
addition to an abundance of tomatoes in the greenhouse two plants 
of F1 Crimson Crush were planted in a sunny spot outside as it is 
claimed that this variety shrugs off blight.  Well they are good and no 
blight but, as I said above, this is not a ‘blight’ year.  Will certainly try 
it again. 
      Brussels sprouts and savoy cabbage for the winter are looking 
good and have been joined by purple sprouting broccoli and curly 
kale, the last two sown in June and planted in July hoping that they 
won’t grow too tall.  In recent years I have become aware that       
brassicas do not like high temperatures, particularly over about 32°C 

In The Garden 
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(and this year we have been up to 36°C).  The first time that            
happened they were obviously in distress and I didn’t know what to 
do, so they were sprayed with water to cool them.  Have you ever 
smelled cooked cabbage while they are growing?  Now, with                    
advanced warning of a heat wave we cover the brassicas with fine net 
or horticultural fleece as a sunshade and make sure they have extra 
water at their roots.  These beds have a frame covered with an                 
anti-butterfly netting so attaching the shading was not too difficult. 
      Herbaceous perennials can be divided this month as long as there 
is sufficient moisture in the soil and, if you are of a mind, you can       
collect seed from perennials and hardy annuals.  If you have a pond it 
is a good idea to net it to prevent the coming leaf fall from fouling the 
water.  A good time to plant spring flowering bulbs such as crocus and 
daffodil. 
      Japanese anemones should be in full flower this month with     
rudbeckias and asters and late flowering Echinacea Purpurea for    
colour.  Verbena can be left to set seed and if we get some winter 
frosts the old flower heads can look stunning.  Michaelmas daisies 
reliably make a good showing and different colours massed together 
rarely clash.  Clematis Tanguitica with its yellow lantern like flowers is 
one of my autumn favourites and can also be found growing wild as a 
hedgerow plant on these hills. 
Fred 

Cyclists and Walkers 
Why not get on your bike (or walk) for the Friends of Kent 

Churches on  
Saturday 12th September. 

Get some sponsors and help the up keep of our amazing old 
churches. It’s fun to take your bike down onto Romney Marsh, 
where there are some very interesting churches and nearly all 

offer hospitality; or cycle the churches in Canterbury if you 
don’t fancy our hills. 

Sponsor forms and details from Roz Bacon 01233 750327, 

roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

mailto:roz.bacon@btinternet.com
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F ree beer and plenty of it for everyone over 18 years added to 
some spirited celebrations at Hastingleigh in which Elmsted 

people joined.  Festivities began on Coronation Eve with a party in 
the Parish Room for all the over 60’s who sat down to a spread of 
ham, tongue and salad, with fruit salad, trifle and jelly and drank the 
Queen’s health in port.  Afterwards there was entertainment              
organised by Mrs Newport of the Bowl Inn. 
      On Coronation Day, the Bowl Field was the focal point for all          
villagers.  After a fancy dress parade, with the Coronation theme 
much in evidence, there were sports and then schoolchildren had 
their tea in the village hall. 
     Maypole dancing brought back memories of other Coronation 
days to the elderly folk who came to watch and who were pleased to 
see that children of today still keep alive the dances of bygone                  
generations. 
      Mrs Miskin, chief guest, proposed the toast of Her Majesty.  Mr G 
Tappenden, deputising for Comdr. N.C.M Findlay, thanked the             
organisers. Four over 70’s who entertained were Will Mills, Fred 
Pritchard, Harry Carey and Alf Southen. 

      BIGGEST PARADES 
      One of the largest fancy dress parades  seen in the village was 
judged by Mrs Massie, Mrs J Forge and Capt. Peter Tappenden 
(deputising for Comdr. Findlay). Winners : 1. Michael Young 
(Beefeater), 2. George and William Griggs (E & R), 3. Shirley Stokes 
and Donald Ferguson (Jack & Jill); special prizes, Jack Luck (pirate) and 
Johnny Thorpe (tramp) and Christine Lilley. 
      Elmsted beat Hastingleigh in Tug-of-war by two clear pulls. Teams: 
Elmsted, J Argar, F Brown, N and W Wood, P Durnford, W Hardistry,  
C Smith, G Gardiner and Col. A Massie (coach).  Hastingleigh, D and N 
Wood, A Pearson, T Lockwood, T Young, D Ferguson, D Powell,           

Hastingleigh’s Finest Day 
Kentish Express June 1956 
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R Marsh and B Bowes (coach). Mr S Puttock was umpire.  For the    
winners there was a pint of beer each and half a pint for the losers. 

SPORTS RESULTS 
Flat race, 14-15 years 1. E Young, 2. D Young, 3. D White. 11-13,         
1. P Hoare, 2. J Thompson, 3. M Hill.  8-10, 1.K Young, 2. J Durnford,  
3. B Young. 5-7, 1. B Chisholm, 2. R Lockwood, 3. P Hill. Under 5,         
1. P Lockwood, 2. S Stokes. Slow bicycle race, 1. R Luck, 2. D White,    
3. M Hardistry.  Wheelbarrow race, 1. M Hill & J Luck, 2. J Thompson 
& P Cahill. Sack race, 1. LWillott, 2. P Griggs, 3. A Lockwood. Potato 
race, 5-7 years 1. R Lockwood, 2. B Chisholm, 3.P Hill.                                 
Ladies three-legged race, 1. E Young and S Thompson, 2. W Stokes 
and K Pollard.  Farmyard race, 1. Lockwood and Bryant 2. K and M 
Pollard.  Tilting bucket, T Young and M Bowes, 2. D Young and             
B White. Tossing the sheaf, R Marsh. Mr T Lockwood was sports      
organiser. 

PALACE CAKE 
      There was tragedy in the pigeon race, one of the 42 birds released 
flew straight into a telephone wire and was killed. 
      A large iced cake, weighing over 19lbs, was given for competition 
by Mr G P Tappenden and made in his bakery by Miss Eileen Bartlett.  
It was a magnificent model of the front of Buckingham Palace and the 
Mall complete with miniature soldiers and trees.  The winner was Mrs 
Hawke and the competition raised £10 towards the new hall fund. 
      Schoolchildren in fancy dress gave a display of  maypole dancing 
arranged by Mr & Mrs Yates. 
      Teas for everyone were served under cover.  Villagers crowded 
into the hall in time to hear the Queen’s speech and port was handed 
round for a Loyal Toast proposed by Comdr. Findlay. 
      Those who still had enough energy joined in a dance in the hall, 
the last event before the midnight finale at New Barn Hill.  A very 
large crowd walked nearly a mile out of the village to the highest 
point where a gigantic bonfire was lit.  From the hill a chain of other 
bonfires could be seen stretching across the countryside.  A fitting fin-
ish to one of the brightest days the villagers remember. 
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Church Services 

 Aug 29th 
Sept 5th 

Mrs Bacon, Mrs Geering 
Mrs Sharp,  Mrs Hill 

 Mrs Fox 
Mrs Leutner  

Sept 12th  
Sept 19th 
  

Mrs Boxall  
Mrs Pell 

Mrs Gregory 
Mrs Pay 

Sep 26th    
Oct 3rd 

Dr & Mrs Lawson 
Mrs Day  

Mrs Denny 
Mrs Healy 

Church flowers and cleaning volunteers: 
   St Mary’s       St James’ 

Date   

06/09 First Sunday 9:30 – Hastingleigh– Communion 

13/09 Second Sunday 9:30 – Petham – Communion 

20/09 Third Sunday 9:30 – Waltham -Communion 

27/09 Fourth Sunday 9:30 – Elmsted – Communion 

Please do not attend if you are at all unwell 

All  services are for all four congregations to worship together, and all 
are bring your own bread, (and wine if you would like). 

Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450            
ravi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk  Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine Lawrence 
(with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, Elmsted, Petham, Waltham):             
The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409                                    
mailto: revlorrainelawrence@icloud.com.                                                               
Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon 01233 750327, Mrs R Doyle 01227 700296.                                                                          
United Wye Benefice 01233 813793 www.wyebenefice.org.uk 
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Garden Colour 
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 Wye Surgery PPG 
C OVID 19 has dramatically changed our lives and the 'new'               

normal now looks like being the norm for the foreseeable            
future.  Although COVID inpatient numbers have fallen nationally 
from a peak of 19,000  to around 900 at the beginning of August, 
COVID remains in general circulation, with a number of local and              
national outbreaks across the country and the risk of a further                 
lockdown in Ashford. 
      Having pulled out all the stops to treat COVID patients over the 
last few months, health services are now attempting to return to 
near normal non-COVID healthcare, making full use of this window of 
opportunity before the return of winter pressures and a possible  
second wave of infection. Many regular clinics are now operating 
again and patients are encouraged to catch up with treatments and 
interventions which may have been delayed during the last few 
months. Covid safety precautions are now well established both at 
the surgery and at the William Harvey Hospital. Patients are required 
to wear masks and will have their temperature taken before                
entering. If you think you may have the virus, you can arrange a test 
by dialling 119 or via nhs.uk/coronavirus.  
      The seasonal flu vaccine will be available towards the end of          
September and all eligible vulnerable groups are urged to have their 
injections as soon as possible, in order to avoid the double whammy 
of simultaneous covid and flu.  
      Just as surgery staff have had to adapt to the crisis situation, so 
have patients and we have all been on a steep learning curve, not 
least in adapting to our first PPG meeting via Zoom and to  the on line 
systems and virtual appointments, which suit many people well, but 
which will always be difficult and less suitable for some patients to 
negotiate. Surgery staff are available to help people navigate              
e-consult.  
      Lock down, job furloughing, economic  uncertainty and home          
schooling have put pressures on every generation and there are                 
particular concerns about people with disabilities or mental health  
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issues. It important that everyone continues to be able to access             
medical care and that systems are reviewed and refined to identify 
those in danger of falling through the on-line cracks.  
      Finally, a huge thank you to all the surgery staff who have managed 
to maintain clinical services in these unprecedently challenging                 
circumstances.  
Judith Timms (PPG Chair) 

A Mystery And The 

Ice House 
 

S ome of us have noticed a strange circle in the fields above            
Evington House. It was more visible earlier in April and May than 

now (or during snow), but RR and I were given permission to look at 
it. Walking to it revealed it is about 18 metres in diameter and the 
ground is very slightly raised all round the edge of the circle. Has       
anyone got any theories on this? I gather it is called “the Bandstand” 
by some. 
      The Ice House, which served Evington Place before electricity and 
refrigeration arrived, was in the bank on the north side of the road 
and is shown on one of the early maps. It was therefore as near the 
house and kitchens as possible, where cool drinks, ice creams and  
sorbet desserts would be prepared; servants having carried the ice in 
wooden boxes insulated with sawdust and cork, and lined with tin or 
zinc. 
      What is surprising about Evington Ice House is that most ice     
houses were near sources of fresh water from where the winter ice 
could be taken. Where was the ice taken from at Evington? 
      Some ice houses were specially constructed above ground and 
others were built into a hill. The ice was insulated, against melting, 
with straw or sawdust and would remain frozen for many months. 
RB 
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I t is raining!  Who would have thought six months ago that rain 
would be noteworthy?   

      Only a month ago we were waiting for our harvest to begin.  We    
expected it to be an early harvest after the prolonged dry and hot 
weather, but never dreamed that cereal harvest would be completed 
by the 10th August.  It has been unbelievably hot and dry and once 
the combine started it never stopped.  We were into the rape on 31st 
July and then went straight into the wheat.  Almost without exception 
the crops came in dry.  The biggest issue was the temperature.  Some 
of the wheat was coming in at 38 degrees C.  Keeping the stored 
crops ventilated has been essential.  A large mass of wheat at 30    
degrees will soon deteriorate.  The fans have been running               
continuously just to keep air movement through the crop.  Daytime 
temperatures have rarely dropped below 30 and even at night 20  
degrees has been the norm so not much cooling has been achieved 
yet. 
      After the long, wet winter, we were completely out of straw for 
bedding.  Almost all of our wheat straw has been baled this year and 
now the barn is once again full.  We will not need it all, but the straw 
was so dry it seemed like a good idea to make the most of the oppor-
tunity.  The added bonus was that the straw was carted and put     
under cover before the rain. 
      Usually we bale the “thrashed” hay behind the combine on the 
grass seed crop.  This year was no exception. But it was still too green 
to bale before a forecast shower.  Had it got wet any quality would 
have been lost so we decided to bale it and wrap it to make 
“thrashed” haylage.  It will make a really good winter feed and it can 
be stored outside, leaving more space for straw in the barn. 

      As expected, yields are down across the board.  The grass seed 
was slightly lower than hoped mainly because we could not graze it in 
the autumn.  Sheep nibbling the young grass makes it tiller and then 
the sward thickens.  The thicker the sward the more seed heads there 
are and hence higher yields.  The less said about the rape the better…             

Farming Notebook 



25 

 

    1       23  

 

 Wheats have come in 10-15% lower than average.  This seems 
to be quite normal across the southern half of the country with    
poorer or heavier land suffering more.  This did not stop one idiot 
farmer on the Isle of Sheppy going to press in the Farmers weekly 
claiming yields that would have broken the world record!!  Absolutely 
no one believes him and all it has done is give grain merchants the 
opportunity to drop the prices offered for wheat on the back of a 
“bumper harvest”! 
      Once the fields have been cleared we have put our subsoiler 
through the tramlines and the headlands to try and repair some of 
the damage done by the very wet winter.  Some of the tramlines are 
more like tank traps than wheelings for the sprayer.  Areas due to be 
planted with rape and grass have had the subsoiler through the 
whole field to get some structure back.  It is so dry that I have decided 
not to plant the small seeds until we get some significant rain.   
      We await the beans and potatoes.  The spring beans looked quite 
promising.  Growing well and with abundant flowers.  Two               
consecutive days in mid May where temperatures reached 34         
degrees put a stop to any further flowering.  At those temperatures 
the plant shuts down and starts to put its energies into filling the 
pods that it has already set.  As we are not on Sheppy, I do not expect 
any yield records this year…    
      The potatoes have all been topped and are now setting their skins.  
This welcome rain will help soften the parched soils and allow any 
clods to break down.  This will aid the harvest due to start at the     
beginning of September.  Another benefit of the rain is that it will 
start to cool the ground and the still buried  potatoes. 
      The cattle continue to thrive on the scorched pastures.  They look 
well and continue to feed their rapidly growing calves.  The calves  
also have access to supplementary feed and are making the most of 
it.  We will take the two bulls away in the next few days and give 
them a rest.  Hopefully their job is done for another year.  The one 
thing about the hot weather is the abundance of horse flies.  They are 
a pest and the cattle really do not like them.  It is quite usual for the 
cattle to huddle together in large groups often standing top to tail.  
This makes the best use of swishing tails not only keeping the flies 
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moving at the back end of the cow but also from the head of its   
neighbour. Clever. 
      Well the rain has eased off.  It feels beautifully fresh outside after 
such long periods of muggy days and nights.  I may think about getting 
the rape planted…. 
 

‘So they do say.! 
'Some people don’t die. They go on a cruise instead’. John Sergeant 
‘Stop dying at once, and when you get up, get your bloody hair 
cut’!    Lt Colonel Daniel Wintle to his critically ill Batman who obeyed 
the order. 
'My aunt died at precisely 10.47 am. and the old grandfather clock 
stopped precisely at this time.  It fell on her.'   Paul Merton 
‘There’s nothing like a morning funeral for sharpening the appetite 

for lunch.’    Arthur Marshall 

‘Well, thank you, Rector. It was a lovely funeral. We must have one 

again some time.’ Audrey Forbes-Hamilton. To the Manor Born. 

            

There are 127 different varieties of fish in British rivers.   

TW 
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 In aid of the LORD WHISKY SANCTUARY FUND 
(Registered Charity 283483) 

Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, Canterbury, Kent CT4 6AN 
Tel: 01303 862622 — Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com 

www.lordwhisky.co.uk 
 

PARK HOUSE SEPTEMBER BOOT FAIR TO BE CONFIRMED 
PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR UPDATES 

 

Lord Whisky Tea Rooms (5 star) 
Gate Lane, Rhodes Minnis CT4 6XY 

We have outdoor seating and social distancing measures are in place 
 

Freshly prepared breakfasts, lunches, teas and snacks 
Come and try our delicious Sunday roasts 

Eat-In or Take-Away 
 

We can cater for wakes, christenings and birthday parties etc., 
Please contact us to discuss your requirements 

 
For reservations or further information, please ring 01303 862349, 

01303 862622 or email us at lord.whisky@btinternet.com 
 

Low-Income Veterinary Clinics 
 

The clinics at Rhodes Minnis and Herne Common are now fully open 
Rhodes Minnis: Tuesday & Thursday 2pm - 3pm 
Herne Common: Monday & Friday 2pm - 3pm 

 
The Lord Whisky Charity Shop 

164 High Street, Hythe 
Open Monday - Saturday from 10am - 3pm 

Rosina and her team will be pleased to see you   
 

www.lordwhisky.co.uk 
 Find us on Facebook: The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund Kent 
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Containerised Storage 
 available locally  

 

Fully secure 

Indoors or outdoors 

Competitive rates 

 
 

Please phone 01233 720871/email:     
info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details 

WYE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC 
Jo Bond MCSP 

 

Member of the Organisation of 
Chartered Physiotherapists                                    

in Private Practice 
 

tel/fax: 01233 812596 
e-mail: jowyephysio@yahoo.com 

The White House, 71 Scotton Street, Wye,                          
Ashford, Kent TN25 5BW  
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ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE 
 
CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
01233 750378    07866 002627 
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.co.uk 

Lady Painter 

 
Nick Horton 

COUNTRY GRASSCARE 
 

Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing 
For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards 

 
Small business — Established 13 years 

No VAT 
 

Contact Nick on 07787 411685 
01233 812848 
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NAC Registered                           P J Sweeps 

Fully Insured                             Phillip Joiner 

Chimney Lining                           Chimney Engineer 

Pots & Cowls                           Over 12 Years’ Experience 

Fireplaces Fitted 

CCTV Surveying                                                                                                                               
Stoves Installed & Service 
 

We are now Rotary Sweeping which removes soot and tar 

build up more efficiently than normal manual sweeping 

effective and deeper clean. We are one of the few sweeps 

in the area that offer this service.    

           01227 700 909     pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk 

               WWW.PJCHIMNEYSWEEPS.CO.UK 

mailto:pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk
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 AFB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken 
Electrical condition reports 

Heating controls – including the new 
smart “nest” thermostat 

 
 

Contact Andy Burchell: 
 01233 632424 or 07739 259953 

aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 

AFB ELECTRICAL LIMITED 
Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken  

Please contact:  
Andy Burchell 

Tel: 01233 632424  Mobile: 07739 259953 
E-mail: aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 
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RICHARD GILBERT 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 

Established 25 years 
 

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist – OFTEC & Gas Safe 
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates. 
Wood Burning Stove Installations   -   HETAS registered 
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and 
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers 
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations. 
 

All Domestic Plumbing including – Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including 
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher 
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators 
and thermostatic valves. 

01233 812566      07860 877836 

30 
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Rosedene, Canterbury Road, Challock, Ashford, Kent, 

Local Computer 
& Laptop Repairs 

Laptop Repairs 
  

New Screens  New Keyboards   
Memory Upgrades   Power Supplies   

Computer Service 

Fixed Price  Remove Malware   
Check Hardware Internet Access 
Fix Emails Improve Performance 

New Computers 

support@kentpcs.co.uk 

Phone 
01233 740306 

Data Recovery 
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Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students; 
Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels. 

Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress. 

 
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach) 

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175 
lynnsaxby@gmail.com 

 

WALTHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
MON EVENINGS 

PETHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
WED MORNINGS 

YOGA CLASSES 

Weddings Events    Sympathy     Workshops 

www.eastkentflowercompany.com 

Louise Courtenay-Snipp  

Floral Designer 
 

Mobile      07776161368 

Landline    01233 750439 

email : louise@eastkentflowercompany.com 

mailto:lynnsaxby@gmail.com
mailto:louise@eastkentflowercompany.com


35 

 

 33 



36 

 

40 34 

SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT 
UPHOLSTERY 

Established 1990  
                                                   

Loose Covers - Fabrics  
Roman blinds 

All commissions considered 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

07973 377817 
01227 455841 
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Luci Pollard Ltd 
Book-Keeping – Payroll – Accounts 

Making Tax Digital – Workplace Pensions  
VAT Returns – Purchase & Sales Ledger – Profit & Loss 

Cash flow forecasting – CIS Returns – Payroll    
150 Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford TN25 5DP 

Tel: 01233 813213 
Email: lpollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk 

Spaces BIG and SMALL from £10 per week 
Find us between Chilham and 

Wye on A28 
www.biltingfarmselfstorage.co.uk 

Call us on 01233 812631                                                   
or pop in for a chat 

Monday–Friday 9-5  
Saturday 8-1 

& we will be happy to help �  

C D Morris 
Carpentry 

Renovations and General Building 
Including erection of oak buildings 

 
Tel: 01233 613309 Mobile: 07895 806033 

mailto:lpollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk
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S.C.S. 
Southern Cesspool Services 

Card Payment 
Accepted 

All Types of Tanks Emptied 

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks 
Treatment Plants 

High Pressure drain jetting 
Soakaways etc 

 

Regular Automatic Bookings 
 

01233 646767 / 07773 491356 

                             

 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com    info@southerncesspoolservices.com 

Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service 

For That Quality Service 
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Well-behaved 

dogs welcome 

 

 

 

 

Kent ales 

and ciders. 

Wines & lagers 

Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm 

The Timber Batts Inn 
A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham 

 
 

Wood-fired pizza 

Game-burgers 

Fish ’n’ chips 

 

See Facebook for  

food availability 

 

School Hill 

Bodsham 

01233 750083 

www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com 

Also home to Kaos Blacksmiths: www.kaosblacksmiths.com 


