


[bookmark: _Hlk33195582]	ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL	
			
Minutes of a Meeting of Astley Parish Council on Wednesday 16th September at 7.30pm.
(Remote Meeting using Zoom)

PRESENT
Councillors K Lloyd (Chair), E Bedell, S Robinson, M Colclough, A Wheeler, K Galliers
	
Also Present:
G Power (Locum Clerk), Cllr L Picton, Shropshire Council

1. APOLOGIES   
None were received.

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None.	

3.	MINUTES OF MEETING 15th July 2020    
	RESOLVED:  Minutes resolved as a true record.

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
  No members of the public were present.

5.	UPDATE
5.1	Update from Shropshire Councillor Lezley Picton
	A report had been previously circulated from Cllr Picton (Appendix c). In addition to the report circulated, Cllr Picton referred to the Shropshire Council Local Plan consultation, stating there would be a further consultation period later in the year (Regulation 19) and that the parish council may wish to make any comments they have then. 

	Cllr Picton referred to the re-opening of some leisure facilities, explaining that it was hoped the Quarry Swimming Pool in Shrewsbury would re-open at the beginning of November.
	
	The ‘No Through’ road sign at the top of Hatch Lane was discussed and clarification that it has not yet been installed was given to Cllr Picton by the Councillors.  Cllr Picton said that she was aware that the sign had been ordered and that she would investigate the installation of the sign.

5.2	Update from RAF Shawbury.  
	Cllr Lloyd read out an update received from RAF Shawbury (Appendix d).

6.	OFFICIAL AND PARISH MATTERS
[bookmark: _Hlk28876834]6.1	Locum Clerk 
	Discussion took place with regard to extending the Locum Clerk’s contract of temporary employment for a further 3 months.
	RESOLVED:  Approved to extend the of contract of temporary employment for Gail Power, for further 3 months,1st September 2020 – 30th November 2020.

6.2	SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL DRAFT LOCAL PLAN
	After a short discussion the council agreed that they would not consult at this time but would wait for the further consultation period later in the year.

	
6.3	GRANT AWARDING POLICY
The Council referred to the draft Grant Awarding Policy previously circulated (Appendix b).  A lengthy discussion took place in which the Council’s precept was mentioned as not being a large sum and it was thought that in view of the small precept, more consideration would be needed by the council as to the maximum sum of money that should be in the Policy for any grant application.  Not all Councillors were in favour of having a Grant Awarding Policy; previously the council had dealt with any requests for funding as received. The Locum Clerk advised that it was not a legal requirement to have a Grant Awarding Policy but it was considered good practice; having a policy sets out a criteria to be met for any potential grant application and informs of when applications will be considered.  Setting a period for submission of any grant applications allows the council to consider, fairly, all grant applications received for that year at the same time, taking into account any budget that has been set by the council, thus minimising any challenges should a grant not be awarded.
RESOLVED: That the Council were in favour of having a Grant Awarding Policy but that the draft policy presented to them (Appendix b) would need to be re-drafted by the Locum Clerk and forwarded to Councillors to consider at the next Council meeting.

7.	PARISH ACCOUNTS – PAYMENTS TO NOTE/APPROVE 
7.1	21.8.2020  Internet Bank Payment - £271.80 -G Power - Locum Clerk Salary/home working allowance, Aug 2020
7.2 	21.8.2020 – Internet Bank Payment - £63.60  HMRC - Locum Clerk tax Aug 2020
7.3	18.9.2020 – Internet Bank Payment – 271.60 – G Power – Locum Clerk Salary/home working allowance, Sept 2020
7.4	18.9.2020 – Internet Bank Payment - £63.60 – HMRC – Locum Clerk tax Sept 2020
7.4	18.9.2020 – Internet Bank Payment – £141.12 - Shropshire Council – Energy Supply Street lighting annual fee.
7.5	18.9.2020 – Internet Bank Payment - £75 – SALC training 10th & 17th July, Cllr Wheeler

	RESOLVED: All payments approved.

8.	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
8.1	Planning Reference 20/01812/FUL - Pending Application - Sunnyside farm   
	The Council referred to an email received from Shropshire Council dated 5th September (Appendix A) containing new information regarding the above planning application.  The Council
were thankful of the agreement by the applicant with regard to the Council’s request for direction signage, should the planning application be granted.  However, the Council were unanimous that nothing had changed in the reasons given for their previous decision.
	RESOLVED: No change to comments to be made.  Reply to email from Shropshire Council to be sent, outlining the reason for the council’s decision.

8.2	Planning Reference - 20/03255/FUL
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED - Demolition of existing conservatory. Creation of single storey extension and porch
LOCATION: - Haughmond Villa, Ebrey Wood, Astley, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.
		RESOLVED: No objections.

8.3	Planning Reference- 20/03494/FUL
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED - Erection of a single storey extension to rear
LOCATION: - 19 Astley Court, Astley, Shrewsbury, SY4 4DG
	RESOLVED: No objections.


9.	CLERKS REPORT	
9.1	Telephone Box
Western Power have sent a quotation for disconnecting the energy supply - £405.80.  They are awaiting our letter of acceptance and payment before commencement of work. Letter of Acceptance will be signed and returned to Western Power tomorrow (17th September 2020).

9.2	Rubbish Build-up / dog mess
Official warning signs have now been obtained from Shropshire Council and erected in appropriate areas in and around the parish. 

Following a complaint that the parish council had received about a build-up of rubbish at a resident’s property, the situation is being monitored and the Housing Agency have been contacted.

9.3	Planning application received:
PLANNING REFERENCE - 20/03564/LBC
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED - Works to facilitate replacement windows affecting a Grade II Listed Building
LOCATION: - The Firs, Astley, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 4BP.

9.4	Astley & Hadnall News
	Message received from Nick Hall informing the council that he is now the contact to submit parish council report to for the Astley & Hadnall News.

10.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING   14th October 2020

The meeting closed at 8.50pm



  						Signed by Chairman ………………………………………..

Gail Power, Locum Parish Clerk     		Agenda 15.7.2020   		astleypc@hotmail.co.uk
 		                                               
