	Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 5th November 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None as at the date of distribution 
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation 

a. Having received the additional information from the resident to again consider a request for a safe-crossing point on Oakfield Lane in the vicinity of Monks Orchard (Note - the additional information circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting)

b. Having received a response to the message sent following the October Meeting of the Council, to again consider the removal/repositioning of the two benches in Oakfield Park adjacent to The Spires

[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts on the decision made

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

To receive verbal reports from the Parish Representatives on Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council 

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal reports be noted

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st October 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as true records

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed






7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st October 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Statement be approved

(b) 2025/26 Budget Forecast

Having been circulated to Members to note -
· receipt of the Budget Forecast for the year ended 31st March 2026 and 
· that – 
[i) the higher than budgeted income is as a result of a Community Infrastructure Levy payment of £3764,25 and
(ii) expenditure, whilst under-budget, reduces the total figures as budgeted to carry to Reserves for 2025/26 by approx. £3,500

RECOMMENDATION – That the forecast be noted

(c) Staff Costs 2026/27

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1(2)

(d) Dartford Cricket Club

Having noted that the Roller is integral to Dartford Cricket Club's continued use of Oakfield Park, to consider a request from the Club for a Grant of £250 toward the cost of the required service
 
RECOMMENDATION - That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made

(e) Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) – Renewal

To consider the renewal of the Council’s membership of CPRE at a cost of £60.00

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made 




(f) Information Commissioners Office (ICO) Registration – Renewal   

To note the required registration of the Council with the ICO has been renewed at a cost of £47.00

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(g) 2026/27 Budget

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and noting that the figures shown are subject to change to note receipt of an Interim Draft Budget for the year commencing 1st April 2026 for discussion at the December Meeting of the Council

RECOMMENDATION – That the receipt be noted

(h) Staff Christmas Arrangements

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1(2)

(i) 2024/25 External Auditors Report
 
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note -  
i. and the covering report and
ii. that the Completion Certificate was posted on the Council's website and Facebook Page on 29th October 2025
RECOMMENDATION - That the matters be noted

(j) Trees

To note that –

i. all tree work has now been completed and
ii. a £200.00 contribution has been received from a resident toward the cost of the work at Parsons Lane

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) Wilmington Fair 

Report to follow

RECOMMENDATION – That any matters be noted and that the Clerk acts in accordance with any decisions made
 


(b) The Rosemary Centre - Update

i. In view of the Developer’s assurance of the delivery of a proposed landscaping scheme for the site, to agree that the decision made at the April 2025 Meeting of the Council to require the installation of the fencing around the Parish land be revoked and

ii. To note that the Developer has advised that there has been a further delay in finalising the landscaping scheme for the site

RECOMMENDATION – That the decision be revoked and matters noted
(c) Highways Improvement Plan (‘HIP’)

To receive a verbal report from the HIP Working Group
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter and report be noted

9. Items for Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]
(a) Parish Email Address

To note that the ‘.gov.uk’ address being clerk@wilmingtonkent-pc.gov.uk  is now operational although some operational issues regarding the migration of our existing address remain

RECOMM ENDATION – That the matter be noted
(b) Grant Applications

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1(2)

(c) Wilmington Festival Lights Contest

Having circulated a Briefing Paper to Members in advance of the Meeting to consider the staging of a Festive Lights Contest

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made

(d) December Meeting of the Council

To note that, as agreed at the July Meeting of the Council, the December Meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 9th 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted







(e)    Electronic Delivery of Meeting Papers  

 Having noted that –

· under the Local Government (Electronic Communications) (England) Order 2015 Number 5 it is now permissible for Meeting Summonses and Agendas to be delivered electronically and
· in the context of over 500 pages needing to be printed every month to seek the agreement of Members individually to the electronic delivery of papers 
RECOMMENDATION - That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decisions made


(f) South & South East in Bloom Competition
 
To -
i. note that, for the second year running, the Parish Council achieved a Gold Award and

ii. decide whether a commemorative plaque is to be purchased at a cost of approximately £150
RECOMMENDATION - That the award be noted and that the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made

(g) Rating Inspection

To note that an inspection of the Pavilion has been carried out by a Dartford Borough Council Rating Officer

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/25/01141/TPO – 6 High Road, Wilmington                                                                                                 Application to fell 1 No. Sycamore tree (T1) subject to Tree Preservation Order No.3 1989 within Church Hill Conservation Area

ii. DA/25/01153/FUL – 5 Rosewood, Wilmington                                                         Erection of a single storey rear infill extension, first floor side extension, alterations to the front porch, new lower patio and construction of an outbuilding

iii. DA/25/01156/FUL – 194 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                            Erection of single storey residential annexe in rear garden

iv. DA/25/01146/FUL – 132 High Road, Wilmington                                                    Dropped kerb installation



v. DA/25/01172/TPO – The Gatehouse, Sackville Road, Wilmington Application for T1 Plane tree, reduce back selective limbs over garden area from approximately 7m to 5m (reducing back 2m) to growth points; T2 Ash tree, reduce back 3 over extended limbs to neighbouring property from approximately 6m to 3m (reducing back 3m) to growth points; T3-T6 Beech trees, reducing back selective limbs to gable end of property and to roof area, clearing back approximately 2m from property structure, subject to Tree Preservation Order No.2 1992 within Church Hill Conservation Area

vi. DA/25/01175/FUL – 1 Alfan Lane, Wilmington                                                   Demolition of existing garage and erection of a rear and side extension with alterations to the roof to create additional rooms in the roof space. Erection of front porch and alterations to fenestration on the front and rear elevations.

vii. DA/25/01124/FUL – 1A Wallis Close, Wilmington                                                            Demolition of the existing detached garage and the erection of a single-storey detached annexe to provide ancillary accommodation (granny annexe) to the main dwelling

viii. DA/25/01184/FUL – 20 Capel Place, Wilmington                                                   Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of replacement extension with rooflights

ix. DA/25/01193/FUL – 1 The Close, Wilmington                                                                  Erection of a single storey rear extension (retrospective application)

x. DA/25/01207/TPO – Ringwood, Church Walk, Wilmington             Application to remove T1 Holly and T2 & T3 - 2 x dead trees, within Church Hill Conservation Area

xi. DA/25/01219/TPO – Hulsewood Lodge, Oakfield Lane, Wilmington Application for Oak tree (2) - Crown thin by 30% and removal of epicormic growth to 4m from ground level subject tot Tree Preservation Order No.1 2019

[bookmark: _Hlk115082563]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any agreed comments or observation to the Planning Authority    
11. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be note
           
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

    To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145][bookmark: _Hlk99631422]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda for the January Meeting of the Council



13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

[bookmark: _Hlk202781505]To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/00740/CDNA – Former Lynch Plant Hire and Former Ambulance Station, Hawley Road, Dartford                                                     Details Approved 
ii. DA/25/00847//FUL – 15 Greenfield Road, Wilmington                        Permission Granted  
iii. DA/25/00943/LDC – The Maple, 67 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Not Lawful 
iv. DA/25/00918/FUL – 4 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                              Permission Granted
v. DA/25/00987/FUL – 167 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley                           Permission Granted  

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged
[bookmark: _Hlk193448978]None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None


(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None


(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate being –

i. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the Road Safety & Active Travel Group Newsletter
ii. to note that the Council’s ‘.gov.uk’ e-mail address is now effective
iii. to note that Dartford Borough Council’s ‘Santa on Tour’ will visit the Memorial Hall at noon on Sunday 7th December but that there will be no visit to Joydens Wood
Following publications are available for Members –
· CPRE Countryside Voice – Autumn/Winter 2025
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