
MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 24th NOVEMBER 2025 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM

Present: 	Cllrs A Barnett, J Booth, W Britton, D Crossman

Chair:		Cllr M Fell

Clerk: 	Mrs A Crocker

Also present:	5 members of the public 

1.	Period of Public Participation

25.103	The flooding at Shailes Farm has got worse since the temporary track has been put in to Dewlish House. In addition, the trees in this area still need to be looked at as some appear to be dead. Cllr Fell will try to determine who is responsible for this. ACTION: CLLR FELL


	Reference was made to the Shailes Dip – On the eastern side of the road there are two culverts that have been built perpendicular to the road and sit quite proud of the ground level and road surface. The consequence is that cars can hit the culverts and, as they are not easy to see, they can take a driver by surprise with the effect of pushing a vehicle into the verge and hedge. Highways will be contacted with a request for the culverts to be revisited and, perhaps, repositioned but it was also suggested that residents can go onto the Dorset Council website and submit a complaint.

	The speed limit in the village was raised again. The speed limit is still 60mph as the village scored very low overall which means that any site with a higher score will take precedence over Dewlish. 

The bridleway sign at the top of Whiteways was first raised in 2024 and appears to be still outstanding. It was pointed out that this was, in fact, repaired some time ago and the signs are in position. 

Fire Hydrants – Nothing to date.

Section 148 of the Road Traffic Act 2018 refers to cow mess on the road. There is a requirement for the landowner to clear it. The yard is filthy and the tractors coming out of the yard and going up Whiteways hill transport the mud onto the road. The road sweeper came out about three weeks ago and cleared the road. The Act also says that the landowner should keep the points of entry and exit into the fields clean. 

A complaint was raised regarding Cllr Haynes not attending the Parish Council meetings. However, it was pointed out that there is no requirement for her to attend the meetings and she is available to be contacted on any matters of concern. 

An issue was raised regarding parking in reference to the planning application in item 8.

2.	To receive apologies for absence 

25.104	Apologies had been received from Cllr Charlie Lowis and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes (clash with the Dorset Council Audit and Governance Committee). 

3.	To receive declarations of interest 

25.105 Cllr Booth declared an interest in item 8(a). No other interests were declared. 

4,	To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 26th October  2025

25.106	A copy of all the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Barnett  proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

5.	Matters arising for report only 

25.107	All items are covered on the agenda.

6.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.108	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 

7.	Finance 

25.109	To agree the payment of accounts 

	The following payments had been requested:

	Lloyds			Account charges 10.09 to 09.10.25					    4.25
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting October 2025						  11.99
	Hugo Fox 		Email hosting November 2025					  20.99
	A Crocker		November 2025 salary + expenses		BACS086	            202.75
	HMRC			November 2025 PAYE			BACS087		  44.40
	M Fell			Reimburse bench purchase			BACS088		629.10
	A Barnett		Reimburse general repairs			BACS089		375.11	
				Wreath and trumpeter for Remembrance				  49.49
	
	The total amount requested from the Precept is £1,288.59.

	Cllr Barnett  proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman  and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that income received since the last meeting was as follows:

			Account interest		  10.32
			Dewlish NeighbourCar	566.03

25.110 To accept the Reconciliation of Accounts and position against budget.
	
Copies of both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Booth  proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously.

25.111	To agree the budget for 2026/27 

A draft budget had been issued with the agenda. The following were noted:

· Bank charges – These have never been budgeted for in the past but Lloyds are now charging on the accounts. A figure of £50 is included.
· Association fees have been increased to £210 following the DAPTC’s increase in their subscription charges. 
· All other fees have remained the same or increased by 3% only.

Cllr Booth proposed the precept is set at £6,685, an increase of £385 on last year. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously.

8.	To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions 

25.112	Planning and Housing 

	P/FUL/2025/06392	Manor Farm, Manor Farm Barn – Change of use agricultural buildings to farm shop, restaurant and workshop spaces including erection of new mixed use buildings

	‘Restaurant’ refers more to a café. 

	Council Members were largely in favour of the scheme. Concern was raised from the floor regarding the allocation of parking places; the Design Statemen says there are twenty-two parking spaces; 19 standard spaces, 3 disabled places and 12 cycle spaces but the design restaurant setting plan indicates 32 covers. It was noted that the seating plan was only representative and, potentially, would be less than this. It was further pointed out from the floor the private dining area could potentially add further vehicles. 

There was also a point raised from the floor regarding the permitted developments rights for a building that is alongside a listed building. It was pointed out that particular aspect has already been agreed by Dorset Council. 

Reference was made to the quantity of bats on the site. It was pointed out that a bat survey has been undertaken and the areas where the bats are living will not be disturbed. 

	It was agreed that the proposal would not affect the local businesses or the village café. Traffic will be spread out throughout the day so it is unlikely to cause any issues in the village. 

	P/LBC/2025/06679	Manor Farm, Manor Farm Barn – Internal and external works to facilitate the change of use of agricultural buildings to farm shop, restaurant and workshop spaces including erection of new mixed use building

	Cllr Fell proposed the development is supported. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously.

25.113	Police, Traffic and Roads 

(i) The October Police report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made. 

25.114	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

(i) To receive an update on locating a bench at the top of Pound Lane – Cllr Britton will contact the landowner in due course. 

(ii)	To receive an update on the installation of planters at the village boundaries – A planter was offered but turned out to be too large for the location. Cllr Fell continues to look out for one. Cllr Crossman offered a concrete container to go on the site for the time being. 

(iii) To receive a general update on Parish assets – Cllr Booth is still reviewing the work needed to the styles. 


9.	To receive an update on the Bring Your Own Device Policy

25.115	The policy document had been circulated at the October meeting. Cllr Fell continues to work on this. As a small Council, we do not hold a great deal of data and Cllr Fell is trying to get some basic protocols in place. This will be brought back to a future meeting. 

10.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors 

25.116	Cllr Fell attended the Devolving Dorset event. Dorset Council is looking to pass assets over to Town and Parish Councils. As there are no assets in the village, this does not affect Dewlish. However, going forward, representatives need to attend future meetings to ensure we keep up to date with any proposals. In 2029, boundaries will be under consideration. It may be necessary to consider linking with neighbouring parishes. 

	Cllr Barnett has been looking into getting the bus shelter roof repaired – Steve Edmundson, a local roofer, is due to submit a quote. 

	Cllr Crossman – Wessex Internet – No-one has responded to our request for information regarding how many residents use Wessex Internet. 

11.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.117	Nothing to add. 

12.	Date of next meeting 

25.118 The next meeting will be hold on Monday 26th January 2026 commencing 7.30pm.

The Chair informed members that this would be the last meeting for Cllr Andy Barnett as he is stepping down from the Parish Council having joined in July 2022. Our thanks are extended to him for all the work he has done on behalf of the Parish Council during his tenure. He will be greatly missed and we wish him well for the future. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at  20.41hours.
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Signed: …………………………………………………………
