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Betley, Balterley and Wrinehill Parish Council 

 
12th May 2026 

Commenced:  7.30 pm     Terminated: 8.20 pm 
 
Present:  Councillor Daly (Deputy Chair in the Chair)  

Councillors Berrisford, Bullock, Ecclestone, Hales, Owen, Speed and 
Watkin.  

 
   Councillor Whitmore – Borough Councillor 
 

There were 2 Members of the Public in attendance 

 
ANNUAL BUSINESS 

 
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR 
RESOLVED 
That Councillor Bettley-Smith be appointed as the Chair of the Parish Council for the 2026-
2027 Municipal Year.   
 
2. APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIR 
RESOLVED 
That Councillor Daly be appointed as the Deputy Chair of the Parish Council for the 2026-2027 
Municipal Year.  This decision was unanimous. 
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bettley-Smith and Karling. 
 
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest from Members of the Parish Council on matters to be 
discussed at the Meeting. 
 
5. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES, OUTSIDE BODIES AND ORGANISATIONS 
RESOLVED 
That the following appointments be approved for 2026-2027:- 
 
  
Conservation Advisory Working Group Councillor Berrisford substitute Councillor 

Watkin 
Rural Runabout     Councillor Karling 
Betley Trust      Councillor Hales 
Village Hall Committee    Councillor Head 
HS2 liaison      Councillor Berrisford 
Press Liaison (Parish Magazine)   Clerk to draft with approval by Chair and  

Deputy Chair 
Press Liaison (Other Media)   Chair and Deputy Chair 
Internal Accounts     Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk) 
Sandy Croft Maintenance Chair and Deputy Chair, Councillors Hales, 

Karling, Lovatt and Speed 
Memorial Garden Chair and Deputy Chair, Councillors 

Ecclestone, Hales, Lovatt and Speed 
Website      Councillors Bullock and Head 
Speedwatch Co-ordinator    Councillor Bullock 
Traffic & Police Liaison Group Chair, Deputy Chair, Councillor Bullock  
Footpaths Group     Councillors Berrisford, Bullock and Owen  
Lead Members for Highways   Balterley: Councillor Karling 
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Betley: Councillor Owen 
Wrinehill: Councillor Lovatt 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Councillors Bettley-Smith, Daly, Hales and 
Head 

 
6. GOVERNANCE  
RESOLVED 
That the following Governance documents be approved:- 
(i) Standing Orders 2026-2027 
(ii) Financial Regulations 2026-2027 
(iii) Councillor Code of Conduct 2026-2027 
(iv) GDPR Policy 2026-2027 
(v) IT Policy 2026-2027 
(vi) Publication Scheme 2026-2027 
(vii) Retention of Documents Policy 2026-2027 
(viii) Social Media Policy 2026-2027 
(ix) Risk Assessment 2026-2027 
(x) Asset Register 2026-2027 – assets inspected by Councillor Daly on 12th May 2026 
 
7. MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 2026-2027 
RESOLVED 
That the following dates for the meetings of the Parish Council for the 2026-2027 Municipal 
Year be approved:-  (This decision was unanimous). 
 
Tuesday, 30th June 2026 
Thursday, 23rd July 2026 
Thursday, 24th September 2026 
Thursday, 29th October 2026 
Thursday, 26th November 2026 
Thursday, 28th January 2027 
Thursday, 25th February 2027 
Thursday, 25th March 2027 
Thursday, 22nd April 2027 
Thursday, 27th May 2027 
 

ORDINARY BUSINESS 
 
8. MINUTES  
The Minutes of the proceedings of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 23rd April 2026 were 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair of this meeting. 

 
9. STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE  
There was no representative of Staffordshire Police in attendance. 
 
10. PUBLIC FORUM 
There were no questions from Members of the Public relating to matters on this Agenda.  
 
11. REPORTS 
The Parish Council received the following reports:- 
(i) Borough Councillors – Councillor Whitmore reported on cancelled road works in Madeley. 
 

Parish Councillors again expressed their disappointment of the lack of attendance of 
Councillor Williams, and the absence of her apologies for not attending the meeting.  It was 
agreed that the clerk should send to her, the dates of meetings for this Municipal Year, so that 
they could be planned within her diary.  
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(ii) Representatives on Outside Bodies 
Councillor Head reported that he had now stepped down from the position of Chair of the Village Hall 
Committee.  He added that car park works from the S106 funding relating to the Garage Site, would 
be commencing soon.   
Councillor Owen reported on Dog Walks from the Hand and Trumpet, the donations of which would 
be used to improve the footpaths in the parish. 
 
RESOLVED 
That the report be noted. 
 
12. PLANNING MATTERS 
The Parish Council considered modified plans for planning application 26/00142/FUL Ravenshall 
Barns. 
 
Members requested that the Clerk informs the Planning Department that they were concerned over 
what appeared to be triviality and an unnecessary cost and time to the applicant, officers and 
Councillors, for a modification to a plan, that was clearer in the first instance. 
 
RESOLVED 
That the Parish Council acknowledges the amended plan, and the comments remain the same 
as previously. (This decision was unanimous). 
 
13. BUDGET AND FINANCE 2026-2027 
The Parish Council considered a report of the Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer on the 
following matters:- 
 
(i) Applications for Financial Assistance 

There were no applications for financial assistance 
 
(ii) Transactions – Unity Trust Bank Current Account 

RESOLVED 
That the following transactions be approved:- 
 

PAYEE/PAYER DETAILS RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 

Davenport Accountants Internal Audit 2025-2026  £275.65 

HugoFox Emails INV-26159  £2.99 

A Furber Work to fruit trees  £60.00 

    

HMRC VAT Refund XDV126000104592 160.96  
Waterplus Water   £10.03 

M Clough April Salary  £468.87 

Staffordshire Pensions April Pension  £155.62 

HMRC April PAYE/NI  £147.44 

Unity Trust April Service Charge  £7.00 

 
(iii) Transactions – Unity Trust Instant Access Account  

RESOLVED 
That the following transaction be approved:- 
 

PAYEE/PAYER DETAILS RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 

Newcastle-under-Lyme Precept 2026-2027 £23,450.00  
 
(iv) Payment of Invoices and Reimbursements 

RESOLVED 
That the following forthcoming payments be approved:- 
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M Clough May 2026 Salary  £468.87 

HMRC May 2026 PAYE & NI   £147.44 

Staffordshire Pension May 2026 Pension £174.22 

Luke Rimmer May Maintenance (Contracted and within budget) 

Unity Trust Bank Monthly service charge – May 2026 £7.00 

HugoFox Emails £2.99 

 
(v) Budget Expenditure to 30th April 2026  

RESOLVED 
That the following Budget Head expenditure to 30th April 2026, be approved:- 
 

Budget Head Total Budget Allocated £ Difference 

Salary £468.87 £5,750.00 £5,281.13 

Income Tax/Ni £147.44 £2,000.00 £1,852.56 

Pension £155.62 £2,000.00 £1,844.38 

Insurance £0.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00 

Audit Fees Internal £275.65 £300.00 £24.35 

Venue Hire £0.00 £450.00 £450.00 

Subscriptions £0.00 £400.00 £400.00 

Website £0.00 £175.00 £175.00 

Emails £2.99 £175.00 £172.01 

Information Commissioner £0.00 £50.00 £50.00 

Stationery £0.00 £75.00 £75.00 

Payroll Services £0.00 £800.00 £800.00 

Mileage £0.00 £175.00 £175.00 

Footpaths £0.00 £3,000.00 £3,000.00 

Grants £0.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00 

Sandy Croft £70.03 £1,250.00 £1,179.97 

Memorial Garden £0.00 £3,500.00 £3,500.00 

Highways £0.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00 

Chair's Expenses £0.00 £250.00 £250.00 

Unity Trust Bank Fees £7.00 £100.00 £93.00 

 £1,127.60 £23,450.00 £22,322.40 

 
(vi) Explanation of Variances 

There were no variances to report at this meeting. 
 
(vii) Bank Reconciliation as at 30th April 2026 

RESOLVED 
That the following Bank Reconciliation as at 30th April 2026, be approved:- 
 

Bank Reconciliation 30th April 2026 
 

BETLEY BALTERLEY AND WRINEHILL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Financial year ending 31 March 2027 
 

  

Prepared by:  Muna Clough, Parish Clerk & RFO 
 

  

Balance per bank statements as at  £ 

Current Account UNITY (20500409) - 30th April 2026 £1,873.21 

Reserve Account UNITY (20500412) - 30th April 2026 (£8,000 to be 
retained as a Reserve) 

£51,642.93 
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Less:  any unpresented cheques/payments 
 

Current Account UNITY (20500409) 
 

Reserve Account Unity (20500412) 
 

  

Add:  any unbanked cash - Unity 
 

Add:  any unbanked cash - Unity Reserve 
 

  

Net bank balances as at 1st April 2026 
 

The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and 
payments account) for the year, as follows 

£53,516.14 

  

CASH BOOK 
 

  

Opening Balance 
 

Unity Trust Bank @ 1st April 2026 £2,839.85 

Unity Reserve @ 1st April 2026 £28,192.93   

Add:  Receipts in the year 
 

Unity Trust Bank £160.96 

Unity Reserve £23,450.00   

Less:  Payments in the year 
 

Unity Trust Bank £1,127.60 

Unity Reserve £0.00   

Closing balance per cash book [receipts and payments book] must 
equal net bank balances above 

£53,516.14 

 
(viii) Internal Transfer 

RESOLVED 
That the transfer of £5,000.00 from the Reserve Account UNITY (20500412) to the Current 
Account UNITY (20500409), be approved. 

 

(ix) Bank Statements 

RESOLVED 

That the following Bank Statements, as circulated with the report, be received:- 

• Unity Trust Bank Statement – 30th April 2026 

• Unity Trust Bank Instant Access (Reserve Account) – 30th April 2026  

 
14. CCTV CAMERAS 
Further to Minute 3 of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 26th March 2026, at which PCSO  
Forrest reported on an increasing number of thefts in the village, the Parish Council considered the 
feasibility of purchasing and installing CCTV cameras.   
 
RESOLVED 
That the Parish Clerk makes enquiries of Madeley Parish Council, and reports back to the next 
meeting. 
 
15. 800TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARKET CHARTER IN 2027 
RESOLVED 
That this matter be considered at the next meeting. 
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16. AREA MATTERS 
Consideration was given to the following area matters:- 
 
Balterley 

• The bus stop opposite Broughton was in a dangerous location.  The Clerk was asked to refer 
this concern to the County Councillor. 

Betley  

• Overhanging trees;  

• Parking matter at East Lawns;  

• Condition of pavement surfaces. 
Wrinehill  

• Concrete spillage over the highway. 

 
RESOLVED 
That the report be noted. 
 
17. URGENT ITEMS  
The Chair was of the opinion that the following matter should be considered as a matter of urgency, 
due to time constraints. 
 
18. ANNUAL MAYOR MAKING AT KEELE HALL 
RESOLVED 
That if the Deputy Chair is unable to attend the event, Councillor Whitmore, be authorised to 
represent the Parish Council, in his absence. 
 
 


