	ASTLEY PARISH COUNCIL	



[bookmark: _Hlk33195582]Minutes of a Meeting of Astley Parish Council, Wednesday, 15 March 2023, 7.30pm at Astley Village Hall

PRESENT: Councillors K Lloyd (Chairman), E Beddell, H Mardell, S Robinson, N Sherwood, and D Williams. 

Also Present: D Dorrell (Clerk), Flt Lt S Mason and 3 members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting which had been preceded by an event to hear more about Smartwater from SCO Stuart Roberts.  Over twenty residents had attended and ordered Smartwater kits.  

1.	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A resident reported blocked drains and gullies along Astley Lane where surface water was a danger in icy conditions.  Theft of heating oil in Ebrey Lane was also reported. 

2.	APOLOGIES
	Apology was received from Councillor Lezley Picton.  
	
3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
	None were declared.

4.	MINUTES
	
	The Clerk reported a correction to minute 7c where, on the first line, £469.20 should have read £479.20.

	Proposed by Cllr Mardell, seconded by Cllr Williams.  
		
	RESOLVED: That subject to the above amendment the minutes of the meeting held on 18th January 2023 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

5.	REPORTS
	
        5.1 Shropshire Councillor Lezley Picton
The Chairman reported that Cllr Picton had been unable to attend and provide her report.

5.2 RAF Shawbury
Flt Lt Stu Mason reported that Night Flying was due to commence week beginning 20 March for up to seven weeks. The support of the local communities for this important activity was appreciated.  Edition 1 of Aries Magazine, 2023 was due out soon.  Only 100 hard copies would be available as the publishers limit their costs.  Targeted distribution would be sought for maximum effect, but not all who had previously received a copy would do so in the future.  The magazine was free to view at  https://www.rafmags.co.uk/  along with other Station magazines and links would be placed on the Station’s social media and webpage.  On corporate engagement, Sqn Ldr Kim Leach would be retiring this year, her last working day being 15 March 2023. Flt Lt Ade Vine would be the main point of contact for CERO matters until a replacement CERO commenced later in the year.  It would be appreciated if representatives could confirm what Community Projects were available in their Parishes. Typically, a course could provide 8-12 people for a working day (week day). Any equipment and materials would need to be provided by the parish/organisation involved.

The Chairman confirmed that an email had been sent to Sqn Ldr Kim Leach, wishing her a happy retirement, and thanking her for the valuable support she had provided to the Parish Council over the years.  The Chairman thanked Flt Lt Mason for his report who then left the meeting.

6.	FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Bank reconciliation:  The Chairman reported that reconciliation as of 28 February had been signed off.
b) The following payments were submitted for approval:		
	D Dorrell
	Clerk’s Salary, February 2023
	£234.60

	HMRC
	PAYE February 2023
	£144.40

	D Dorrell
	Clerk’s Salary, March 2023
	£234.60

	HMRC
	PAYE March 2023
	£144.40

	D Dorrell Expenses
	Information Commissioner, Annual Registration
	  £40.00

	D Dorrell Expenses
	McAfee Licence Fee Annual Renewal
	  £74.99

	D Dorrell Expenses 
	Microsoft Annual Renewal
	  £59.99

	Med UK
	Defibrillator Service/replacement parts
	£322.38

	SALC
	Training Invoice 1762 Cllr H Mardell, Finance for Cllrs
	  £30.00


   
	RESOLVED: That bank reconciliation as of 28 February 2023 be noted and payments set out above be approved.

7.	INTERNAL AUDIT SERVICE REVIEW	
	Cllrs Mardell, Lloyd, and Williams had reviewed the service and the three quotations received.  Cllr Mardell reported on their recommendation to appoint Mrs R Turner for 2022/23.  
	
	Proposed by Cllr Mardell, seconded by Cllr Lloyd.

	RESOLVED:  To appoint Mrs R Turner as Internal Auditor for 2022/23.

8.	ASSET REGISTER ANNUAL REVIEW
	
	RESOLVED:  The Asset Register as circulated be approved subject to the deletion of the Phone Box Light which had been removed last year.  

9.	PARISH PLAN REVIEW 
	Cllr Mardell, the Chairman and Clerk had attended a Zoom meeting with Mathew Meade, Place Plan Officer, Shropshire Council on 26 January. A major review of Place Plans would be taking place when there would be an opportunity for Parish Councils to feedback infrastructure needs.  The review of the Parish Plan in 2013 had set priorities which fed into the current Place Plan for Astley. It was timely to review the Parish Plan priorities and that this was best undertaken by a public consultation, the results of which would also enable the Place Plan to be updated appropriately.  It was thought this could be achieved by a short questionnaire delivered to all households. The survey content and design could be progressed via a Working Group, meeting in April and introduced at the Annual Meeting of the Parish in May, with feedback and completion by early Autumn.  Costs for printing and postage could be met by the budget earmarked for the Parish Plan.

	RESOLVED:  To note progress with the review, to be taken forward by a Working Group (Cllrs Mardell, Lloyd, and Sherwood).

10.	DEFIBRILLATOR MANAGEMENT
	Cllr Beddell reported that he had started to update a template policy which he had circulated.  Both defibrillators were operational, and the ‘Circuit’ had been notified. He would check the requirement for supporting equipment set out in the draft policy.  The electrician had checked the Astley ‘AED’ and found there was no need for a replacement cabinet as it was the heater that needed to be replaced.  The cost of the heater was likely to be £15.  There was a need to confirm the roles of ‘Guardian’ and ‘Supporter’ for each AED.  Cllr Beddell explained what the roles entailed, and he would finalise the policy for approval at the next meeting.
	
	The Chairman asked Cllr Beddell to pass on the Council’s thanks to the electrician.

	RESOLVED:  
a)  To note progress with the Defibrillator Policy 
b)   Astley’s Guardian – Cllr Williams, Supporter – Cllr Beddell; Bings Heath Guardian – Cllr Beddell, Supporter, Cllr Robinson
	
  11.	HIGHWAYS
a) A49:  Cllr Sherwood reported that residents in Upper Battlefield had raised concern about roadside litter.  The litterpick contract was about to start with that of verge maintenance.  The Clerk was awaiting clarification as to which agency is responsible for roadside verges in the area and the frequency set out in the contract.  Concern was raised about weed spraying, particularly in the Conservation Area.  The Chairman asked that these matters be raised with Cllr Picton.
b) A53:  The Chairman expressed disappointment that in response to a request on progress, David Gradwell, Traffic Engineer, had reported that as the current design consultancy contract with WSP was finishing at the end of March, with the new design contract commencing at the beginning of April, it was likely that the initial consultation on the safety scheme proposals for the A53 would now take place at some point in April.

12.	CO-OPTION
[bookmark: _Hlk130227685]	The Chairman invited a member of the public present who had applied to fill the current vacant seat on the Council to introduce himself.  Members asked questions relating to the application.  The Chairman explained that there were others who had expressed interest and it was anticipated applications would be considered at the May meeting when he was welcome to attend.

13.    LOCAL POLICING COMMUNITY CHARTER
	The Chairman reported that there was no change to the three priorities the Parish Council had submitted last year (rural crime, speeding, burglaries).

14.	CORONATION
	Councillors discussed commemoration of the coronation of King Charles III.  It was not known whether the Village Hall were planning any activities.  In the past, the PC had contributed to the costs of such events and agreed that an amount of £200 could be donated.  The Clerk to pursue.

15.	REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS
	Cllr Mardell had attended the Shrewsbury & Atcham Area Committee of Shropshire Association of Local Councils on 9 March via Zoom when Boundary Reviews, and their implications for some parishes, had been amongst topics discussed.

16.	CLERK’S REPORT
Reports had been submitted to Shropshire Council on the Give Way sign which had been knocked down at the Junction of Poynton Road with the A53 and on the sunken verge at Albrightlee. Also, she reported that the amount per elector which could be used under Section 137 had increased from £8.82 to £9.93.
17.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	24 May 2023, 7.30 pm (Annual Meeting) preceded by the Annual Meeting of the Parish at 7pm.

	

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.


  						Signed by Chairman ………………………………………..

Dianne Dorrell, Parish Clerk     		Draft Minutes 15 March 2023 	astleypc@hotmail.co.uk
 		                                               
