
IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 26th June 2019 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


JP Carr

P Smith 


Mr D May
J Dunkley

M May



L Ellis-Day
D Shroll


V Wilkinson



The meeting started at 7.15pm. There was 8 member of the present and Cllr M Griffiths from NCC
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr R Elliott, A May, K Watts, T Maguire
19/18
Public participation
The public mentioned the following:

· Chair was thanked for replanting boxes near to the bus shelter
· Notice board in roman way had no agenda and out of date items in it
· Light London End on continuously
· October 15th NHW meeting

· Gipsy Lane sign for country park covered by vegetation
· Tree near recreation ground obscuring the beacon for the zebra crossing

· Query regarding the closed post office
NCC update

Cllr Griffiths stated that the election for the unitary shadow board would take place in May 2020 where discussions would take place regarding the transfer of services etc. Should the council require a presentation regarding the unitary this could take place in the autumn. A new joint committee had been set up of which he was the elected Chair.  The committee will be working with residents regarding health and adult social care and child services.  Elections will also take place for parishes who will be elected for a 5 year period.
Question was asked regarding the responsibility of the trees within the village as information had been received stating that it was now Wellingborough Norse.  MG to check and report back as Norse maybe the NCC contractor for the work. 

The chair thanked Cllr Griffiths for his report.
Police report sent to councillors prior to the meeting 
19/19 
Declaration of Interest

None declared
19/20
Minutes
The minutes from 22nd May 2019 were agreed as a true record
19/21
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Gravel in cemetery sprayed x 2
· Quote obtained for Notice Board – agenda item
· Skate park repairs ordered

· Fair agreed and inspected – it was stated that concern had been raised regarding the cost of the fair rides after the hire of the ground had been increased.
19/22
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £7036.22 for June 2019 be approved.  
[image: image1.emf]
b) Current financial statement £173,834.01 – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr JP Carr and L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for June 2019
19/23
Recreation Grounds
It was stated that the new wet pore that had recently been installed had once again been damaged.  The new handles on the springers had also been removed so these will be replaced with insulating tape.
19/24
Highways – 
a) Nothing to report
b) The problems with visibility, parking and refuse collection at Townwell Lane and refuse collection for Thrift Street was discussed and it was agreed to speak to highways and Norse regarding this.
c) There had been reports of fly tipping within the village.  As some had been on private land it was stated that this was the responsibility of the land owners. 
d) A request for speed cameras was added to the agenda but no further information was available for discussion.
19/25
Little Irchester/Knuston
A quotation had been received regarding the notice board for Little Irchester for £645 plus VAT.  It was agreed to purchase the notice board.  The allotment association had asked for the old board of which the councillors agreed.
19/26
Cemetery/War Memorial
Notes from the Working Party were sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed that the Clerk could arrange for the tree branches to be mulched/removed.  The baby section had been weed sprayed by someone which had resulted in the newly planted bushes dying which would need to be replaced.  A few other items had also been removed from graves.
It was agreed that the items left at the top of the cremated remains section could now be disposed of.

19/27
Planning

· Application No. WP/19/00316/FUL Proposal: Boundary fence and gate with a combined height of 2m - retrospective application Location: 54 High Street, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7AB – site viewing requested as it was stated that the gateway was flush with the road and due to the height the adjacent property owners had limited visibility when leaving their property.
· Application No. WP/19/00334/FUL Proposal: Construction of a new two storey side extension, re-design of internal layout and alterations to porch including a lean-to roof - re-submission. Location: 146 Arkwright Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7HG – No comments
· Application No. WP/19/00363/FUL Proposal: Demolition of a detached garage and proposed two storey side extension and single storey rear extension Location: 19 Woodlands Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7BW – concern was raised regarding the parking.
19/28
Community/Consultation Events
a) The current closure of the post office was discussed and it was stated that new owners had moved into the property and were awaiting the transfer of the post office licence.
b) A funding request had been received regarding setting up a Park Run in Irchester Country Park.  It was RESOLVED that subject to the organising securing other funding the pc would pledge £500 toward the setting up of the Park Run.  This grant would be taken from the Community Projects budget.  Cllr M May to inform the organisation
c) Village Voice - Notes from the Village Voice working party sent to councillors – it was stated that instead of receiving notes councillors would prefer recommendations for council discussion and decision.
d) Parsons Hall – Notes from the meeting sent to councillors – it was stated that a checklist had been produced that would be sent to the management committees asking for confirmation that certain policies were in place, ie insurance and a request of copies of other documents ie maintenance log. It was stated that members of the management committees should go on training in order to be able to understand the requirements of being committee members.  It was stated that Parsons Hall are looking at updating their constitution and it was agreed to add to the next agenda the parish councils current leases.
e) Library – A previous meeting had been held to discuss the business plan and 5 year budget to be sent to NCC in order for Irchester library to continue as a Community Managed Library.  Several other questions were asked regarding the budget figures which were explained. It was agreed that the business plan and 5 year budget forecast be approved and sent to NCC for their consideration.  It was also agreed that, if necessary, the Clerk could visit the council’s solicitor should any documents be received between this meeting and the next meeting in August that required his advice.
19/17
Correspondence
· Councillors email address – requests had been received from a members of the public to have access to the councillors email addresses.  The Clerk stated that as Councillors still use their own personal addresses this was not advisable and suggested that they all have specific council ones set up. To be discussed further at a later meeting
· It was stated that the next NCALC AGM will take place on Saturday 5th October 2019.

Cllr Carr was thanked for arranging the visit to Chester House.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm



Chair
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