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Useful contact names and telephone Nos.
BOUGHTON MALHERBE/GRAFTY GREEN
County Councillor
Borough Councillors
Church Wardens
Parish Council Clerk
Village Hall
bookings
KM Correspondent
Gardening Club
Church Choir
Sunday School
Yoga
Neighbourhood
Watch
Incumbent
Benefice Office
Mobile Library
St. Edmunds Centre
Fresh Fish delivery
Council Rubbish
Freighter
Chris King
Mike Hitchins
John Collins

Lord Sandy Bruce-Lockhart
Jenny Gibson
Richard Thick
Kenneth Alexander
Joan Davidson
Pat Anderson
Doreen Walters

890651
890200
891224
858348
850210
858350
850387

Sylvia Close
Sue Burch
Doreen Hulm
Mair Chantler
Liz Watts
Keith Anderson
Sue Burch
Revd Don Irvine
(email: revdonirvine@uwclub.net)
Michelle Saunders
(email:
churchoffice@lenvalleybenefice.org.uk)
Wednesday afternoons
Tricia Dibley
Thursday afternoons at approx. 3.30 by Post
Office
See article in magazine

858919
850381
850287
859672
737321
858350
850381
859466

Malherbe Monthly Production Team
Advertising: Christine.kings@btinternet.com
Editor: mf.hitchins@virgin.net
Treasurer

850604

858891

850711
858937
850213

The views expressed in “Malherbe Monthly” are not necessarily those of the
Production Team; publication of articles/adverts
do not constitute endorsement and we reserve the right to edit!
Anything for the February edition should be left in
Grafty Green Shop, or contact Mike on
01622 858937 (mf.hitchins@virgin.net) by 15th January
Front cover: A sign of things to come maybe!!! (From Dec 2005)
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News from St. Nicholas Church
Open Day
We are planning an Open Day at St. Nicholas on Saturday 20th Jan 10.00a.m-4.00p.m.
There will be refreshments available, according to the time of day that you visit. Please
come and see how lovely the Church is looking after the Rewiring and Painting and how
warm it is too, after the installation of the new Heaters. It is now possible to read the
Brasses in the Chancel with out a struggle and the Bosses at the bases of the main beams
in the Roof, all have little craved heads or Shields on them.
Do take a few minutes out of your day to come and see what has been accomplished on
your behalf. Of course, this is not the end of the work that should be carried out on the
Church, parts if not all the Roof is going to need to be replaced in the not too distant
future. We ladies would also love to be able to just turn on a water tap instead of having
to take water to the Church to enable us to serve the Cream Teas each Sunday during the
summer and Coffee after the services, and to be able to say, 'yes we have a Loo you can
use', but that is all in the not too distant future we hope.

St. Martins Day Procession
The St. Martin's Day Service and Procession was a great success with over 40 people
coming along to the Church and processing down the hill to the Old Rectory for Tea,
carrying Lanterns and singing. A big thank you is due to the Goodwin family for their
generosity in providing a really lovely candlelit Tea. Thank you Vanessa, Dominic,
Gerda, John and Lily.

St. Nicholas Day Procession
Unfortunately, our usual little band of people was unable to take part in the St. Nicholas
Procession this year for various reasons, but we hope to be able to take part next year.

The Electoral Roll
The Electoral Roll renewal forms will soon be available for those who wish their names
to appear on the Roll. They will be available from John Millen who is our Electoral Roll
Officer. This must be completed by the date of our Parish Annual General Meeting
which is to be held in the Village Hall on 28th Mar at 7.30p.m.

Joan Davidson
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Grafty Green Gardening Club
The new programme for 2007 has been published and is displayed below.
Membership renewal is due in January. Any new members are most welcome –
we currently have over 50 members but always welcome new members who can
bring new ideas and their gardening experiences to the club.
Grafty Green Gardening Club’s first meeting in 2007 is on 9th January at 7.30 pm
with a talk on ‘Light up your Garden with Spring Bulbs’ by Janet Bryant. We
will also be holding the AGM prior to the talk. Membership to the club is £5
Sue Burch
PROPOSED PROGRAMME FOR 2007
Date
Jan 9th
Feb 6th
March 6th
April 3rd
May 1st
May 5th
First weekend
in June
June 5th
July 3rd
Aug 5th
Sept 4th
Oct 2nd
Nov 6th
Dec 4th

Topic
AGM - Light up your garden with bulbs
Japanese garden
Organic Vegetable Gardening
Saxon shore way
Evening visit to Hole Park
Plant sale
Weekend trip to Worcestershire. Details
to be finalised
Evening visit to Torry Hill
Evening visit to Hall Place
Afternoon visit to Stoneacre
Autumn Show Talk on Chrysanthemums
Mushrooms and Toadstools
History of Weather forecasting
Port & Stilton

Speaker
Janet Bryant
Jean Cockett
Nick Robinson
Chris Wade

John Lawrie
Martin Newcombe
Ian Currie
David March

New members are always welcome and membership is only £5.
We meet in the village hall at 7.30 unless there is an outing.
Contact Sue Burch on 850381 for more details.
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Bulky Refuse Collections (Weekend Freighter Service)
Maidstone Borough Council has now issued the timetable for this service up to
1st April 2007. Please find below the dates of when the weekend freighter service
stops near your home during this period:
Grafty Green
Saturday 20th Jan:
Saturday 10th Mar:

07:45 – 08:45 -: Church Rd - Junction Headcorn Rd
13:30 – 15:15 -: Church Rd - Junction Headcorn Rd

Ulcombe
Sunday 25th Feb:

11:15 – 12:15 -: Lodge Gardens

Platts Heath
Sunday 18th Feb:

14:15 – 15:30 -: Green Lane

Family History Group
Our next meeting will be on January 22nd 2007 (4th Monday) at 7-30pm at St
John the Baptist Church Harrietsham, PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF
VENUE. The church will be heated.
Stuart Bligh, a Harrietsham resident and The Archive and Local History
Manager for Kent is coming to give an illustrated talk on "The Archives and
How They Can Help You"
Please come along and give him your support. The meeting is open to all. Cost
£1, no joining fee. Park outside the Church.
In December I mentioned Channel 4 Teletext. Did you look at it? I sent an item,
and got an immediate and positive response, giving me another name to research.
It is worth a try. Further info may be obtained from Frank Long 01622 850863,
please leave a message if I am not at home to answer.
Frank Long
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PLATTS HEATH

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Having received the news that the plans to merge Platts Heath Primary School
with Kingswood Primary School have been abandoned, we can now concentrate
on our future. To that end, we are currently in active discussions with KCC
representatives regarding the development of the School site and improvements
to the buildings, some of which has already begun.
Our intake for September 2007 is looking very healthy and we have been pleased
to welcome pupils moving into the school in other years over recent weeks.
During the autumn terms the children have enjoyed outings to the Theatre, and
specialist musical groups and drama companies have visited the School to
perform.
In January the Year 5 & 6 children will be taking a trip to London to visit the
Houses of Parliament and the National Gallery. Our farming club goes from
strength to strength with much valued support from the local community.
Although we are a small, rural school we now provide an after school activity the
majority of the week and once St Edmunds Hall in School Lane is renovated we
plan to expand this programme.
If you are interested in visiting the School, please do not hesitate to call Mrs
Reddings on 01622 850316, we would be delighted to show you around.
Carin Reddings,
Secretary.
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A Big Thank You from Platts Heath School!
Platts Heath School Christmas Market was a phenomenal success on Saturday 2
December, making a profit of £1200. This is a fantastic achievement given that it
is such a small school, but once again it just goes to show the kind of support we
receive from the parents and community alike. After the ordeal of campaigning
to save our school throughout this year we certainly are ending the year on a
double high note. We get to keep our school and the children will benefit from
the funds raised this year as all proceeds are invested to ensure the children
benefit.
The PTFA would like to say a huge thank you to all of you who have supported
our school, for the incessant generosity of those who donate prizes, gifts, buy
raffle tickets, give up their time (and we all know how precious that is) and help
make the day happen and of course to those of you who come along and join in
on the day.
Platts Heath School is most certainly thriving and we aim to keep it that way.
Thank you so much and have a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year!
Angie McElvanney
On behalf of Platts Heath School PTFA

Grafty Green Village Hall
With the New Year almost upon us the next scheduled event in the Hall will be a
Barn Dance with the Band Folkal Point with calling by the experienced and
popular Roy Gill to be held on Saturday 24th March 2007 starting at 7.30pm.
More information regarding this event will be published in forthcoming issues of
this magazine and on posters throughout the parish.
Grafty Green Village Hall Committee

7

Grafty Garden Cuttings – January
A few days’ rain and cabin fever sets in: it is too wet to dig, too wet to clear
leaves and too wet to squelch across the lawns, but no complaints if the aquifers
are, at last, filling up. We have completed moving the shed, so we are now down
to the indoor jobs that have been put off for the last 20 years. (We had more rain
in the first week of December, than in the whole of November).
The aforementioned shed has been taken to the very top of the garden ready for
our retirement, when we shall sit, blanket covered, hot flask to hand, bird
watching or rabbit scaring. Really, it is mostly for the grandchild/children mostly. The rabbits are still on the attack, now burrowing right through the bank
to gain access, chewing at more trees and shrubs and generally causing my stress
levels to rise. Further unsightly wire surrounds are appearing.
The unusually warm weather means that I was able to pick strawberries at the
end of November and raspberries into December, piles of leaves are still blowing
about the garden, although I have raked up a huge bin full, and trees and flowers
are in bud, either months ahead or months later, than their time. A friend
reported her lilac in bloom at the beginning of December.
By the end of the month, we have to think about buying seed potatoes, onion sets
and, if not already planted, garlic, sowing early tomatoes and basically notching
up a gear, for the new season. Soil can be dug and generally prepared, then
covered with polythene to warm it up for early spring sowings. Indoor plants
need frequent checks for pests and diseases, picked over and treated with
Provado Bug killer or sprayed with soft soap, if pests are found and any dead or
dying leaves and flowers taken off back to the main stem, to stop the spread of
fungal diseases.
Apple and pear trees should be pruned and if woolly aphid have been at work try
spraying with dilute washing up liquid (1 good squirt to about 1 litre water) and
scrub them off. Mowers and tools should be serviced and cleaned, ready of the
new season and used pots and trays washed.
Best wishes for the New Year.
Rosemary Smith
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Short Monthly Quiz – Answers at the back (don’t look first!)

Question

2

In which decade of the 20th century was the Suez
crisis?
The novel Catch 22 was set during which war?

3

Which vitamin is also known as Ascorbic acid?

4

Which actress was born Julia Wells?
Which island was the home of T.V. detective Jim
Bergerac?
What sea creature has species called European,
Norway, Spiny and American?
What is the name of the long, Australian wind
instrument that makes a low droning sound?
In which film did Hugh Grant play bookshop owner
William Hacker?
Which member of the British Royal Family was born
in Sept 1984?
What is the name of the statue in Brussels that is
nicknamed Brussels oldest citizen?

1

5
6
7
8
9
10

Answer

Grafty Green Heating Oil Club
Grafty Green has a successful Heating Oil Club. We have to date nearly 100
members all taking advantage of cheaper heating oil when ordered in bulk. To
make this club work all members have to have at least the minimum 500 Litres
every time we order, that is about 3 to 4 times a year. It makes sense to have a
bulk order delivered over 2 to 3 days every 4 months, rather than have tankers
clogging up our village every week.
We now cover Harrietsham, Headcorn, Lenham, Liverton Hill, Platts Heath,
Sandway Ulcombe and Biddenden. If you would like to join or need some
information about the club, email me on europa.13@btinternet.com or 01622
858350. The Oil Club is non-profit making.
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Link Word Puzzle Answers at the back (don’t look first!)
I hope you enjoyed last months link word here is another
to rack your brains – Paul Neaves
The answer to number 1 has been filled in – can you solve the rest?

Word 1

Word 2

Word 3

1

Coral

Desert

Traffic

2

Health

Last

Seaside

3

Bath

Hut

Lark

4

Cloth

Ground

Plan

5

Card

Hire

Nurse

6
7
8

Can
Aircraft
Camp

Pump
Bag
Pay

Station
Pigeon
Summer

9

Blond

Mountain

Pot

10 Paint

Suit

Thoroughly

11 Agent

Housing

Real

12 Land

Place

Sense

13 Comic

Manager

Map

14 Burn

Compact

Soap

15 Christmas

Dance

Monarch

Answer
Island

Many thanks to Paul Neaves who set both the Quiz and the Link Word Puzzle.
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YOGA
Grafty Green Village Hall
Thursday mornings

9.30 - 11.00
£5 a session

Yoga for stamina, suppleness,
strength and stress relief
Mixed Ability Class
Try a ‘taster session’ if you’re not sure
For further details contact Liz Watts on
01622 737321
YOGA FOR GOOD HEALTH
•

BALANCING * ENERGISING * DE-STRESSING *
MAINTAINING FITNESS*
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Maidstone Symphony Orchestra
Maidstone Symphony Orchestra. Conductor, Brian Wright, will perform on
Saturday 24th March 2007 commencing at 7.30pm at Mote Hall, Maidstone
Leisure Centre, Mote Park Maidstone. The programme consists of three works:
•

Prokofiev - Lieutenant Kije Suite

•

Khachaturian - Violin Concerto,Soloist Barry Wilde Violin

•

Tchaikovsky - Symphony No.2 'Little Russian'

Here Russian fireworks abound as MSO's Leader, Barry Wilde, takes an even
more centre-stage position than usual to play Khachaturian’s effervescent Violin
Concerto. Surrounding him are Prokofiev's Lieutenant Kije Suite, a colourfully
quirky miscellany, and Tchaikovsky's wonderful evocative "Little Russian"
Symphony.
Concert tickets £10, £15 and £20, seats for Children and students with a student
card £5, available from Membership Secretaries on 01622 736392, paid for and
collected on the concert evening at Mote Hall, or from Mote Hall Box Office
01622 761111 when payment can be made by credit card. This is a Muriel
Tassell Memorial Concert.
David Bramley - Maidstone Orchestral Society

Maidstone Film Society - 58th Season 2006 -2007
Maidstone film society will be showing a selection films from around the
world from 11th September to 2nd April. Starting with Les Choristes and
finishing with the Buster Keaton in The General, our 58th season includes
Brokeback Mountain from the USA, Brotherhood of war from South Korea and
Bombon El Perro, a comedy from Argentina. Membership is only £24 for the
complete season of 12 films.
All films are shown on Monday evenings in the Exchange Theatre, Maidstone.
See our web site www.maidstone-film-society.org.uk where you can see our
complete program, or contact our membership secretary on 01622 672307
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The Parochial Church Council of Ulcombe Church is
holding a Barn Dance in Ulcombe Village Hall on
Saturday the 20th of January at 7. 30 pm.
The Caller will be Martin Young with a live band.
Children will be very welcome.
Tickets at £7.50 a head, or £18 for a Family ticket,
will include supper - but bring your own drinks. (Glasses will be provided).
Tickets are available from Molly Poulter (842988), Jean Davis (842983) or the
Church Office (850604).

Date for your diary – Saturday 21 April
Ulcombe Church will be hosting a concert in memory of Jenny Balston on
Saturday the 21st of April at 7. 30 pm. We are privileged to have the renowned
Barbican Piano Trio who will be performing music by Schubert and Beethoven
– the Archduke Trio being the main work in the programme.
Tickets will be £10 and available from Sue Balston on 01580 765161 or Molly
Poulter on 01622 842988. All profits will be going to the Ulcombe Church
Restoration Fund.

Malherbe Monthly Magazine
This magazine can now additionally be viewed on the Internet via the Boughton
Malherbe Parish Council Web Site. As well as the current edition all back issues
for 2006 can be viewed. You even get the front cover in colour!!!
This web site also hosts all the minutes of Parish Council Meetings and give
details of up-coming events in the Village Hall.
The below link will get you there:
www.boughtonmalherbepc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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Your local Computer Centre

Is your computer driving you mad?
Are you suffering from PABKAC?*
We can help!
Tired of those problems with the internet? Want to buy something on Ebay?
Need to set up accounts for your club or home expenses? Leaflets to prepare?
We can help! We are running courses from January right through to Easter
covering Desk Top Publishing, Internet & Email, Excel, Digital Photography and
Ebay, together with Basic IT, Word Processing, and Clean up your Computer
plus a brand-new course which will cover simple accounts using Excel. There’s
sure to be something which would be of interest and we would be very glad to
see you.
Most of the courses are run in the evening with one or two daytime subjects.
Our rates are extremely reasonable and our facilities are excellent.
Please ring Alison, our Booking Clerk, on 01233 756366—she will be happy to
give you full details.
Or call in to our drop-in centre on Saturday mornings between 10am and 12
noon and have a chat with one of our tutors. We are situated in the new
Millennium Hall in Egerton in the centre of the village.
*Problem arisen between keyboard and chair
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Answers to the Quiz and Link Word Puzzle
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From the Registers
Friday 17th November, at Ulcombe, All Saints, inter Cremated Remains of the
late Christopher Egglesden
Wednesday 22nd November, at Lenham, St Mary, funeral of the late Harry Earl
Wednesday 22nd November, at Canterbury Cathedral by the Bishop of
Maidstone, Confirmation of Amanda Booth, Charlotte Canning, Stephen Collins,
Scott Lippard & Caroline Washington.
Saturday 25th November, at Lenham, St Mary, marriage of Daniel Dunkley &
Georgia Newark
Friday 1st December, at Ulcombe, All Saints, inter Cremated Remains of the
late Ethel Denman.
Monday 4th December, at Boughton Malherbe, St Nicholas, inter Cremated
Remains of the late Dorothy Giles.

Have the ‘Time of Your Life’ ~ Happy New Year!
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven”
At this annual celebration of another New Year, we stand in awe and expectation
at the mystery of the passage of time. In the course of one night, at a particular
moment, we witness the turning of time, and as day dawns we greet another year,
sometimes a decade, a century or, not so long ago, a new Millennium. It’s only
the passage of one night, arguably little or no different from any other, but we
invest that night with great hope for what may lie ahead.
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You may recognise the headline quote: it was the sub-title of a hit record way
back in 1965. It was sung by a group called The Byrds and is often to be heard
on radio play-lists to this day. The song was written in the 1950s by the
American folk-singer and song-writer, Pete Seeger. It had two titles: the first
was Turn! Turn! Turn! and the second, ‘To Everything There Is a Season’. This
latter title is a direct quote from the Bible, from the Old Testament Book of
Ecclesiastes, so too are the words of the song, for example in its first verse:
A time to be born, a time to die
A time to plant, a time to reap
A time to kill, a time to heal
A time to laugh, a time to weep.
The song was written in 1954 in the light of the horrors of World War II and
continuing conflicts such as the Korean War. It became an anti-war anthem for
the peace movement and the song-title, ‘Turn, turn, turn’, was to urge us to turn
away from war and violence. From time to time, we feel that turning points have
occurred in world history as, for example, in 1989 with the fall of the Berlin
Wall and the beginning of the end of the Cold War. It seemed that peace was
breaking out all over but within a very short time more conflicts raged in all too
many places.
This past year has seen the continuation and escalation of war-fighting, terrorism
and violence on a near-unprecedented scale short of global war, but it has also
been filled with much for which we can be thankful.
This New Year, as we bid farewell to 2006 and welcome 2007, I pray for that
time when nation will truly live at peace with nation, and neighbour with
neighbour; I pray too that we may all find in our hearts and lives: ‘the peace of
God which passes all understanding’.
A Happy, Peaceful and Blessed New Year!
Revd Don Irvine
Incumbent
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BibleLands

Join us on our

2007 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land!
26 May – 3 June
(Summer half term week)

Join BibleLands Trustee Cyril Young and his wife Felicity
as they lead a pilgrimage through the Holy Land.
This once-in-a-lifetime trip will include visits to all the
major sites of Jesus’ ministry including

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cana
Lake Galilee
Capernaum
Mount of Olives
The Garden Tomb

as well as various BibleLands projects in Nazareth, Jerusalem and Bethlehem
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DESERT RETREAT IN EGYPT
Looking for a retreat with a difference? Why not join us on our desert retreat in
Egypt next autumn?
Bishop Thomas of the Coptic Diocese of El Qussia will lead a retreat on Desert
Spirituality at
The Anafora Coptic Retreat Centre in the Nile Delta region
19 – 26 October 2007
(Half term week)
For further details please contact Jennie Watts on 01494 897931
or jennie.watts@biblelands.org.ukplease contact Jennie
Watts on 01494 897931
jennie.watts@biblelands.org.uk
BibleLands, PO Box 50, High Wycombe HP15 7QU
Tel: 01494 897950 Fax: 01494 897951
email: info@biblelands.org.uk www.biblelands.org.uk
Registered Charity Number: 1076329

Len Valley Christian Union
The Len Valley Christian Union will be holding their AGM at St John the
Baptist Church, Harrietsham, at 8pm on Sunday 28th January, after the informal
service.
Everyone is welcome and we encourage membership from all denominations,
and anywhere in the area.
For further information, please contact Pamela Cuerden on 859442.
Pamela Cuerden
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The Len Valley Benefice
Lenham & Boughton Malherbe; Harrietsham & Ulcombe

Sunday/Main Services - January 2007
PLEASE NOTE:
New start time of 11.00 am for Sunday Services in Lenham
and 9.30 am in Boughton Malherbe
and, on 28th January, a whole Benefice Service
at 10.30 am in Boughton Malherbe

Date
Sun 07Jan 07

Time/Location

Service

08.00
09.30
09.30
11.00
11.15
19.00

L
BM
H
L
U
U

BCP HC
CW 1
Family Service
CW 1
Family Service
Taize in Ulcombe

08.00
09.30
09.30
11.00
11.15
18.30

L
BM
H
L
U
L

BCP HC
Family Service
CW 1
Christingle Family Service
CW 1
Youth Service

3rd of Epiphany

08.00
09.30
09.30
11.00
11.15
18.30

L
BM
H
L
U
BM

BCP HC
BCP HC
CW 1
CW 1
CW 1
BCP EP

Sun 28 Jan 07

08.00

L

BCP HC

Presentation of Christ
in the Temple

10.30

BM

Whole benefice service at Boughton
Malherbe

4th of Epiphany

18.30

H

Informal

Baptism
of Christ
1st of Epiphany
Sun 14 Jan 07

2nd of Epiphany
Sun 21Jan 07
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Key
Parishes / Churches
L:
BM:
H:
U:

Lenham
Boughton Malherbe
Harrietsham
Ulcombe

Services
BCP HC
BCP EP
Fam Svc
MS
CW 1
H
Informal

=
=
=
=
=
=
=

Book of Common Prayer (1662) Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer (1662) Evening Prayer
Family Service (not Communion)
Morning Service (not Communion)
Common Worship (Order One)
Holy Communion
Informal! (not communion)

Many thanks to Eddie Brooke for printing this magazine - It is
very much appreciated
If you would like to advertise in Malherbe Monthly and reach
the whole of Boughton Malherbe, Grafty Green, Liverton Street,
Platts Heath.
The monthly costs are:
⅛ page
¼
½
Complete page

£3.00
£5.00
£10.00
£20.00

Phone 01622 850711 or Email -christine.kings@btinternet.com
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