
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION AT THE 8th SEPTEMBER 2025 MEETING 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday, 14th July 2025 at the MRCC 
commencing at 7pm.   

 
Present:  Councillor G Hobbs (Chair) 
 Councillor N Hutchings 
 Councillor A Luke 
 Councillor S Preston 
   
Also in attendance:   District Councillor Mrs Saddington, County Councillor Laughton and 2 

members of the public 
 

NM040-26 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors Dolby, Harrison 
and Talbot. 
 

NM041-26 Declarations of Interest 
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members 
as required during the meeting 
 

NM042-26 Minutes 
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday,  
9th June 2025 were accepted as a true and correct record. 

  

NM043-26 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting to allow for the public session.  
 
A resident referred to the County Council’s ‘Trees for Climate’ initiative and 
wondered whether there was any land the Parish Council had that could take 
advantage of that.  The resident had a meeting scheduled with the team for their 
own land.  The Clerk advised she was aware of the scheme.   
 
The Chair thanked the resident for their input and reconvened the meeting at 
7.09pm.   
 

NM044-26 District Councillor session – Cllr Mrs S Saddington 

 The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.10pm for Councillor Mrs Saddington’s report.  
 
The next meeting of Full Council was scheduled to be held on 15th July 2025.   The 
administration had taken a decision to divide the Audit & Governance committee.   
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to problems with the Newark Castle level 
crossing barriers, with problems also experienced in other communities on the line.  
The impact on the town was severe when the barriers failed.   Network Rail had been 
asked to release their barrier failure data.   



 

NM045-26 Newark & Sherwood District Council 

(a) To note the adoption of the Solar Energy Supplementary Planning Document 
Members noted the adoption of the Solar Energy Supplementary Planning 
Document.  The Clerk referred to the Landscape Sensitivity Study that was to be 
arranged, but no timescale given.  The cumulative impact was also included.   
 

(b) To note the issuing of a Call for Sites 2025 
The Clerk referred to the issuing of a ‘Call for Sites’ which sought submissions from 
landowners and organisations for potential sites for development.  The Clerk would 
highlight the information on social media.   The closing date for submissions was 16th 
September 2025.   
 

(c) To consider a consultation in relation to the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
Members noted the consultation in relation to the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
After discussion, delegated authority was given to the Clerk to respond.   

  

NM046-26 County Councillor session – Cllr B Laughton 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.23pm for Councillor Laughton’s report.   
 
Councillor Laughton advised that Robert Jenrick MP had confirmed he would be 
putting forward representation in relation to the GNR Solar Park and would also 
attend the enquiry.  
 
There was very little to report in respect to matters relating to the County Council.  
All June meetings had been cancelled.  The new administration were revisiting the 10 
year plan.  The administration was now engaging with other authorities in relation to 
LGR.  
 
Funding for the A46 has been confirmed, bur funding for the A614 will be reviewed in 
September.  
 
With permission of Members, the Chair brought forward Agenda Item 12(a) 
Highways Log.   
 
The Clerk advised that the condition of the surfacing on Waltons Lane and Great 
North Road had been referred to Councillor Laughton to review with Officers from 
Via.  Additional highway concerns, in terms of surfacing, were the cracks in the 
Ashiana roundabout. 
 
The Clerk had also forwarded concerns from a resident in relation to pooling on 
Bathley Lane and overgrown vegetation alongside the pavement around the 
roundabout impeding pedestrians.   
 
There was an ongoing issue on Main Street relating to pooling of water which Via 
were already aware of and liaising with the resident.  
 



 

  

NM047-26 Nottinghamshire County Council 

(a) There were no matters to consider.  

  

NM048-26 Planning 

(a) FOR NOTING – 25/00989/DISCON – Zimaru, Trent Close, North Muskham – Request 
for confirmation of discharge of conditions  
Members noted the application for the discharge of conditions.  
 

(b) To receive any update in relation to application no 25/00395/FUL – Ashiana 
Restaurant & Hotel, Great North Road, North Muskham - New hotel room block, 
replacement and additional car parking. Relocation of flood lighting pole 
The Clerk advised that no further information was available on the planning portal in 
relation to this application.  
 

(c) Decision Notice - 25/00192/CPRIOR – Georges Cottage, Main Street, North Muskham 
– Application to determine if prior approval is required for proposed change of use 
from Hairdressers (Class E) to residential annexe (C3) as Schedule 2 Part 3 Class MA  
Members noted the decision notice granting planning permission for the application 
as outlined.  
 

(d) To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan and likely requirement for further 
funding. 
Councillor Hobbs referred to the update circulated to Members in advance of the 
meeting.  
 
The next meeting was scheduled to be held on 17th July where the Steering Group 
would consider the withdrawal of funding from Government for parishes in the 
process of compiling a neighbourhood plan.  The Steering Group may/will have to 
come back to the Parish Council on how the plan could be progressed further without 
funding.   It was agreed in principle that this would be supported but the amount 
would be determined following consultation with the Planning Consultant and 
reported back to the Parish Council.   

  

NM049-26 Parish Council Matters 

(a) Allotments/Green Hub Report 
Councillor Preston referred to a recent meeting held with the Allotment Sub-
Committee.   It was noted that there were a number of plots that were overgrown, in 
addition to the vacant plots.   
 
The Clerk advised that an alternative quotation had been requested for the painting 
of the container and the return of plot 13 to grass.  
 
 
 
 



 

After discussion it was AGREED that Members would arrange to visit the allotments 
on an individual basis, following which letters would be issued to all plotholders.  A 
decision would then be taken on the vacant plots.   Councillor Preston to co-ordinate 
a visit.   
 

(b) To receive feedback on the Summer Fayre including any funds raised 
The Chair extended thanks to Councillor Luke for her work on the Neighbourhood 
Plan stand at the Fayre.  It was unfortunate that the weather had impacted on plans 
for the day with the cancellation of planned entertainment.  
 
A request would be made to the MRCC for the aerial photograph used to highlight 
the village for the neighbourhood plan to be placed somewhere, initially in the 
meeting room.  Funding for a Perspex or other covering is likely to be required.   
 
The Clerk would present a full breakdown of income and expenditure to the 
September meeting.   

 
(c) To receive an update on Health Matters  

Councillor Luke advised that the relocation of the defib was ongoing at the 
alternative location.   
 
The last Consultative Group had been held on 27th June.  The Group had focused on 
three takeaway points: 
 

• re-use and return of equipment (crutches, walkers, etc).  A collection within 
the village could be arranged.  (Councillor Luke agreed to co-ordinate). 

• promotion of the voluntary door to door vehicle scheme 

• residents to feed into the bus service improvement plan 
 
Discussion took place around the ‘Ask for Newark’ scheme, with Councillor Luke 
asked to promote this on the Muskham Messenger.   

 
(d) To receive an update in relation to JPAG and the GNR Solar Park 

Councillor Hobbs advised that the next meeting of JPAG would be held on Monday, 
21st July 2025.  
 
Elements Green had submitted their application to the Planning Inspectorate on 27th 
June 2025 for review.  The Inspectorate had until 25th July to accept the submission.   
 
Organisations and residents would have to register with the Planning Inspectorate to 
be able to respond to any submission.   
 

(e) To consider ways to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of V J Day – 15th August 2025 
After discussion, it was AGREED that two V J Day flags be purchased, one for each of 
the village flagpoles.   
 
A flag raising ceremony would take place at 12 Noon on 15th August 2025.  



 

  

NM050-26 Environmental & Community Issues 

(a) Play Area 

• To note siting of two new picnic benches 
Members noted the installation of two new picnic benches at the play area.  
  

• To consider the purchase of signage for the play area and basketball court 
After discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk progress signage for the play 
area and the basketball court.  
 

(b) To receive an update on the Emergency Plan 
Members noted the update circulated by Councillor Hobbs in advance of the 
meeting.  There would be a requirement to test the electrical connection to the 
generator at some point which Councillor Hobbs would progress.  

  

NM035-26 Highways 

(a) Highways Log 
This item had been taken earlier on the agenda under Minute No NM046-26.   
 

(b) To note works to the riverside footpath  
Members noted that works to the riverside footpath at Crab Lane had been 
completed.  
 

(c) To note a request submitted to National Highways in relation to noise emanating 
from the white lining following the A1 Apleyhead to Newark Resurfacing Scheme 
The Clerk advised that National Highways had confirmed that the rumble strip noise 
was to act as a warning to drivers who may have inadvertently strayed across the 
white line.  It was part of a national initiative.  
  

(d) To note actions taken in relation to the siting of a vehicle on the verge on Nelson 
Lane 
Members noted the actions taken by the Clerk in relation to the siting of a vehicle on 
the verge on Nelson Lane.  Councillor Hutchings undertook to query whether there 
had been any increase in costs applied by the MRCC which had led to the move.  
 

(e) To note Roadworks Bulletins for July 2025 
Members noted the Roadworks Bulletins outlining work on the road network during 
July.  
 

(f) To note a request submitted for support from the Mobile Speed Camera team 
The Clerk confirmed that contact had been made from the Mobile Speed Camera 
team in relation to the issues with speeding vehicles south of the village on Main 
Street.  The team had confirmed an inspection of the area would be undertaken to 
establish if there was a suitable monitoring site.   

  
 



 

NM036-26 Financial Matters 

(a) Accounts for payment 

 The Chair referred to the accounts for payment.  It was AGREED unanimously that 
the following accounts be agreed for payment: 
 

• Clerk’s Wages – June - £323.30 

• PAYE – June – £80.80 

• Village Handyman – June - £451.30 

• V E Day Performance - £50 

• Talbot Builders – Fixing of Picnic Benches – £325 

• Talbot Builders – Footpath Posts – £79.80 

• Councillor Hutchings – Refund for Gas for BBQ - £20 

(b) To note any Receipts 
The following receipts were noted: 

• Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery – £111 
 

(c) Financial Report – to 30th June 2025 
Members noted the financial report as at 30th June 2025, with a balance of 
£57,156.88 across the Council’s accounts.  
 

(d) To consider a request for funding from Beaumond House Hospice 
Members considered the request for funding from Beaumond House Hospice by 
supporting the cost of a page in the Muskham Magazine.  After discussion, delegated 
authority was given to the Clerk to liaise with the Magazine on associated costs.   
 

(e) To note a £500 Raffle Prize from the Newark & Sherwood Community Lottery  
Members noted the £500 Raffle Prize awarded from the Newark & Sherwood 
Community Lottery.  

  

NM037-26 Notts Association of Local Councils 

(a) July Newsletter  
A copy of the newsletter had been circulated to Members for information.  

  

NM038-26 Correspondence 

 There was none to receive.  
 

NM039-26 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 8th September 2025 

 
The meeting closed at 8.38pm.   
 


