


Complete Homes

Let us take care of your home

Period and Contemporary Properly
Maintenance
Interior and Exterior decoration

Contact Brian

Email: completehomes53@gmail.com #f

] www.completehomes53.co.uk
W
L . ull Public Liabili nsurance
% 9 o 'i-'r;e W:'it:en tht:ltion::

Geoff Tiltman

Gardens & Groundworks
City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT
Creating Gardens of Distinction

Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas,
Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting,
Unruly Gardens Made Tidy,

All Garden Construction and
Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken

Free Quotations - Keen Prices

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours
Mobile 07775 694 963
geoff tiltman@hotmail.co.uk

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

EAGER TO GET MOVING? WE'RE H

CRANBROOK@SAVILLS.COM | 01580 720161

ERE TO HELP.

SAVILLS CRANBROOK, 53/55 HIGH STREET, CRANBROOK, TN17 3EE

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?
New Fuse Boards - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets
Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
GARDEN POWER & LIGHTING

Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee

| assure you of a quick response
E Call Nick now 01580 279907
ey — | H

email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk
pomesTic 7 Y . e ! .
INSTRALLER |-"| www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk

TIM'S TOOLS

MACHINERY REPAIR

Service and repair of all types of
garden machinery.

Lawn mower servicing and repairs

Lawn mower blade sharpening

Chainsaw blade sharpening

Carburetor cleaning and adjustment

Hedge trimmer, Strimmer, Leaf blower repairs

Tel: 07977 562329
Email: timtoolrepair@gmail.com




Editorial

If you see me about the village this month looking annoyingly chipper, there’s a very good reason
for it. I've just been vaccinated. | went to East Peckham, waited for ten minutes, got seen a quarter
of an hour early and came out feeling full of vim and vigour, practically immortal, in fact.

I’'ve haven’t seen so many middle-aged people being so unashamedly positive about life since
free bus passes came in.We’re all ringing each other up and asking “Have you had yours yet?”,
and comparing side-effects like badges of pride. Of course, those of us who couldn’t get an
appointment closer to home in Headcorn had a bit of a grumble, but it was a small price to
pay for a momentous occasion, because hopefully this is the biggest step yet out of lockdown,
boredom and being stuck at home.

Maybe by the time the May edition comes out, we’ll all have had our hair cut - I'd have to say
mine is looking like a cross between Grizzly Adams and Dusty Springfield at the moment, so

roll on Step 2 of the roadmap - and a pint in the pub garden. I’'m looking forward to a handshake
(will they ever come back into fashion?) and even the occasional hug, so beware!

In the meantime, the rest of life trundles on as best it can.Village politics never sleeps, and
progress towards a referendum on the Neighbourhood Development Plan is being made slowly
but surely. The date has yet to be confirmed, but we’re preparing you for it in this NDP Special
issue by speaking to those who painstakingly formulated Benenden’s plan and asking them all the
questions that need to be asked about it.

Me? I'll be voting in favour of a blueprint that will give the village control over its own destiny
for the foreseeable future, but others aren’t so sure, so we asked them for their views as well.
All you have to do is read and then vote.

Peter Thomas, Co-Editor

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council

and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas

Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Tracy Claridge, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas, Treasurer: Charles Trollope
Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: lain Fraser

Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.

Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.

Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY 01580 240371
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St George’s Church

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Churchwarden: David Collard 241944 julia.collard@btinternet.com
www.benendenchurch.org 850849 benendenchurch@gmail.com

Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill.

Each 10am service will be recorded, and the video available the next day on www.benendenchurch.org
It will remain accessible for the whole week.

Easter Sunday 4 April 6.15am Sunrise Service

at St Nicholas, Sandhurst

8am Communion [0am Communion

at St Nicholas, Sandhurst
Sunday I'| April 8am Communion [0am Communion

at St Nicholas, Sandhurst

Sunday 18 April 8am Communion |0am Communion

at St Nicholas, Sandhurst
Sunday 25 April 8am Communion |0am Communion

at St Nicholas, Sandhurst

Mission Church, Sandhurst

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)

Iden Green Congregational Church

Pastor: Tobin Bird 240027 www.idengreen.org.uk

Sunday Services [0am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship on Zoom

For those shielding the 10am Morning Worship service is also broadcast on our YouTube channel:
search for ‘l[den Green Congregational Church’.

The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL
Fr Barry Grant 713364  www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers
Funeral 17 March Patricia ‘Trish’ Evans Funeral Charing Crematorium and
Memorial Service St George’s




Easter: new hope, and new life

“Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!”

At the beginning of April we will be celebrating once more the wonder, the joy and the hope that
is brought to us in the event of the resurrection of Jesus all those years ago.We plan to do so by
gathering for public worship in our parish churches! That, in itself, will be a real joy.

At the time of writing, there have, regrettably, been no details released by the Recovery Group

of the CoE.We, therefore, have to use the Government’s four-stage road map that was released
towards the end of February and work out how to apply it to our church situation - and trust
that we interpret it and the current CoE guidelines correctly. Just like the first Easter for the
disciples, who were going through a time of darkness and uncertainty, apprehensions and fears;
and conflicting advice and opinions. Ultimately though there was hope, and goodness, and light. We
are beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel; we are beginning to feel new hope for the
future, just like those first disciples on that first Easter morning. Still with many uncertainties and
unanswered questions, but now also with hope that things will be alright.

All this time, St George’s Church has been open for individual private prayer and | know people
have made use of this. Come Easter Sunday, though, we will be reopening for worship - not just
relying on recorded services being available online. For a first taste of worshipping together, you
could join us at 6.15am on Sunday 4 April at St Nicholas Church, Sandhurst, when we gather for
a Sunrise Service. (No bacon butties to follow afterwards this time though I’'m afraid!)

If that’s too early, then there’s a service in St Nicholas Church at 8am; and if that’s still too early,
then there’s a service at St George’s Church at 10am. Until then, the online recorded service
will continue to be available every Sunday; access links are available on the church website:
www.benendenchurch.org. If you are reading this article during Holy Week, then please see

the church website for details of the services taking place every day that week.

Once we have reopened for public worship, provided the Government restrictions are not
reimposed, we plan to be open for worship every Sunday.VWe won’t be returning to the pre-
pandemic full service pattern, but to begin with we will adopt the following pattern in the two
parish churches:

I'st Sunday of the month 8am St Nicholas, Sandhurst [0am St George’s
2nd Sunday of the month 8am St George’s [0am St Nicholas, Sandhurst
3rd Sunday of the month 8am St Nicholas, Sandhurst [0am St George’s
4th Sunday of the month 8am St George’s [0am St Nicholas, Sandhurst

We continue to look forward to better times ahead, but in the meantime let us not miss the joy,
the hope, the light, and the incredible love shown in the resurrection.Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Happy Easter. Keep well; keep safe; keep praying; and may God bless you.



Village Calendar

April
Monday 19
Sunday 25

Parish Council Meeting, on Zoom, 7pm
National Open Garden Scheme, Balmoral Cottage, Benenden, |2noon-5pm p.1 |

The Village Calendar may look a little light for the foreseeable
future. Coronavirus and the Prime Minister’s lockdown of the
entire country have rather put a crimp in our social lives and
dates have been cancelled left, right and centre. Even the civic
amenity vehicle won’t be around for a while.

These will be trying weeks for us all as we negotiate a new
landscape of self-isolation and social distancing. To that end,
David Commander has come up with a list of guiding principles
to steer us all through the confusion. We hope they may be a
help until normal service is resumed.

Guiding principles
Our approach to making decisions about specific events, services
or issues can be guided by these principles:

Be calm and trust the advice given by relevant authorities.

Protect the vulnerable.It’s not just your health, but the
health of others who may be more vulnerable.

Continue to love our neighbour. Respect their needs
and concerns as much as your own - but safely. If you have a
neighbour living alone and isolated they would appreciate a call.

Be transparent and open with one another, sharing accurate
and up to date information.

Be creative when making decisions - “how can we do this
differently in these circumstances”.



“Data not dates.” Yet another three-word Downing Street mantra. Let’s hope this one at least
does the trick. Lockdown has been awful. Families and friends kept apart; perhaps loved ones sick
and suffering; home schooling; those not furloughed forced to risk their own safety to survive.

But, as spring approaches, reminders of how it was this time last year begin to emerge. For some
of us, at least. The garden, perhaps tended more than it had been for years; release from the trial
of the daily commute; clear, aviation-free skies. Why, even Zoom calls weren’t so bad: remember

family quizzes and on-screen drinks parties? And a kind of peace, not seen or heard for decades,
descended upon our village.

But, of course, we were fortunate. It’s our privilege to live in a beautiful part of the country and
although not everyone was free to enjoy gardens or moments of privacy within the home, it was
possible to take our prescribed exercise in places those in cities could only dream about.

Once convenient rat-runs for commuters and school runs, our lanes became peaceful once
more - amenities we could enjoy and in which we could take delight. Cyclists and riders could
pass safely and pedestrians no longer had to fling themselves to the side to escape vehicles (if
not always the mud they spattered everywhere). Footpaths, long under-used, were woken by
walking boots and widened by wellies, as individuals and families discovered and followed them
across fields and through woodlands.

Data and the weather permitting, we soon may be free to meet one another outside the Bull
or Benenden’s and, perhaps, as summer comes, we may even get to enjoy each other’s company
indoors. But let’s hope we remember some of the gains we and our environment made and that
we hold onto them as firmly as we did when we had no alternative.



01580 242700

WEALD Residential Sales  Management and Lettings wealdproperty.net

=5, Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local

: Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and

| personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost

| effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.

ol

Recently SOLD BENENDEN £775,000

LEADERS IN To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in Recently LET ROLVENDEN LAYNE £3,250 PCM
LOCAL PROPERTY Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for
SINCE 1985 a complimentary market appraisal.

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Ombudeman Qirig e  ZooplQcow @ Primel ocationcom

the UK site Smarter property search

we b b ,s 45 & 51 High Street
Tenterden

Hardware, Garden and Cookware Specialists 7 n

Webb's Stores (T ) Limited n | iy E

HARDWARE and DIY

Specialists in power, hand and garden tools, plumbing, decorating sundries,
lawnmower repairs - brand new showroom

Join our weekly Zoom chat groups.
Open to anyone aged 18 and over.
If you're not on the internet, we also have

KITCHENWARE face to face ‘Circles of Six’
Cookware specialists, garden furniture and barbecues [adhering to government guidelines].
Gifts with a difference. Free gift wrapping Once lockdown is over we will resume

our other regular activities.
HOME and LINEN Please check our website for full details

Beautiful bed linen, towels, table furnishings, and other useful resources.
babyware department and quality toys

We guarantee you will not leave email hello@wellbeingintheweald.co.uk
Webb's empty handed! or leave a message on 07961 669 575
Tel: 01580 762132  email: mail@webbsoftenterden.com Website: www webbsoftenterden.com Charity No. 1190083

geisil o Helen Grant

Now Available

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential
With Clare Leek

clare.intuition@btinternet.com

07711 619536 I am here to help you in any way that I can.
If there is an issue of concern to you, where
you believe | can assist, or if you would like
to arrange a meeting with me, please email
me at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk

or telephone 020 7219 7107.
& helengrant.org

Primary Subjects

Singapore Maths

London SW1A 0AA

French N2
¥ @HelenGrantMP Promoted by
Helen Grant MP, of
hEleng I'CI ntmp House of Cortnmons,




On the challenges of coming back to Benenden and WiFi
When | left Essex for my parents’ house last March, | thought it would only be for a few weeks.
But almost a year and one prematurely terminated tenant agreement later, I’'m still here.
Normally, 'm working and living up there as editorial assistant at Health & Wellbeing magazine.
Of course, though, I'm among the millions of young adults who have been forced to move back
to the family home due to the pandemic which, needless to say, has come with its challenges.

With three working adults in the house (good luck WiFi), we all had a part to play in adjusting
to our new set up. For example, my mum took charge of the weekly shop, | volunteered to cook
most of the evening meals and my dad - the self-proclaimed ‘kitchen manager’ - kept the endless
stream of cereal bowls and coffee cups from piling up on the surfaces. All of which collectively
helped to avoid the situation of being asked to pitch in with household chores - something

that makes a world of difference when you’ve spent the first half of your 20s learning how to
successfully adult.

It was important for me to be able to maintain some of my independence during this time, so

| continued to do my washing as | normally would and turned my childhood bedroom filled with
dated photos and lilac wallpaper, into a space that worked for me. Privacy and boundaries also
had to be respected, which has taken both parties time to get used to. My dad’s crashed many a
Zoom meeting with my colleagues (even when my door’s been closed) and I’'m sure my mum isn’t
best pleased when | forget she’s presenting to the board and I'm singing | Want To Break Free by
Queen at the top of the stairs.

That being said, staying safe in the village | grew up in has not only been a humbling experience,
it’s also brought back feelings of nostalgia and fond memories of when | was little. Seeing the old
primary school gates have reminded me of the friendships | made back then that remain as strong
as ever, and the vicar’s house sparks images of dancing around the maypole.

Through daily walks within the centre of Benenden, I've been able to reconnect with my local
community and help to support the precious essential services that have provided for us all at
a time of need, even if it is just popping to Benenden’s for milk or eggs.

So, while | wish the devastating events of 2020 hadn’t reared their ugly head at all, there are
some positives | can take from moving back home. Namely, forming our own family lunch club
where we were able to sit out and enjoy each other’s company while basking in the warm
April sun; getting my adorable (if | do say so myself) kitten Teddy and making the most of this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to enjoy the beautiful Kent countryside and the quaint village
of Benenden itself.



Charity Number: 1154716

Community Foodbank

Short term emergency
food and support for
local people in crisis.

Please text
to 70070 to buy a meal
for someone in crisis

Please look at the website for details on
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can
be made to your home.
For information call 01892 548892
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Topsoils | Composts | Barks | Grass Seed | Aggregates | Decorative Stones
Small Bags, Bulk Bags or Loose Loads
Delivered or Collected

Gardens

Tel: 01797 253666 “resphone: 03575 854

MARLBOROUGH
HOUSE SCHOOL est1s7

age W2 W g \ 6th & 7th

PRE-PREP & PREP | BOYS & GIRLS 2.5-13 YEARS | DAY & FLEXI BOARDING

“The school goes far beyond
academic results and prides
itself on the development
of the whole child”

THE GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE 2021

Book a private tour

Email registrar@marlboroughhouseschool.co.uk
Discover more at marlboroughhouseschool.co.uk
Marlborough House School, Hawkhurst, Kent, TN18 4PY




Iden Green playground

Iden Green is to get its much-needed new
children’s playground - and it may be built as
early as next month.The campaign to raise
funds for it has been sufficiently successful
to allow Benenden Village Trust - which is
responsible for the playgrounds in both
Benenden and Iden Green - to sign a letter
of intent with Sovereign, the playground
equipment supply and construction company
that built Benenden’s smart new playground.

Iden Green’s old playground had to be
closed last year because some of its equipment
had become potentially unsafe. The new
playground will have a substantially expanded
range of modern equipment and safe surfacing.
Sovereign is expecting to start work at the
site in May and should have completed
construction by the end of that month,
weather permitting.

Unfortunately, the Iden Green Tennis Club
car park will have to be closed for the two-to-
three week building period to allow Sovereign
to bring in equipment and a very large storage
container. BVT recognises the inconvenience
to club members and hopes they will be
understanding. It expects some alternative
parking can be made available for the duration
of construction and will be able to give further
details nearer the time.

An artist’s impression of the playground
(minus the picnic bench) can be seen at
www.benendenvillagetrust.org

Donations to the appeal can be made at
www.wonderful.co.uk/pay?ref=1176351 or
by cheque or bank transfer to BVT. If you
have questions about the appeal, please
contact Caroline Levett, the BVT manager
(bvttrust@gmail.com). If you have questions
about the building process please contact
Julie Lewis (julielewis@live.co.uk), who heads
the Friends of Iden Green Playground, a team
of village volunteers which has done so much
over the past year to bring the project
to fruition.

Martin Dickson, Benenden Village Trust

I n these exceptional and challenging times, our

volunteers will not be collecting door to door.

Instead we have set up an online JustGiving page.

Our target is to raise £3,000 and all donations
will go directly to Christian Aid.

To donate please go to:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cawbig

Tracy Claridge, local Christian Aid Organiser
240454 Christianaid@tlclaridge.co.uk

Christian Aid Week

The climate crisis is leaving people hungry,
homeless and heartbroken and many are
struggling to survive without a reliable source
of water. From drought to flooding, climate
chaos robs people of control over their lives.
In recent years, the drought has been so bad in
some areas that it’s caused a hunger crisis.
Please support my fundraising and help to
provide reliable water source.Your gift will
help support Christian Aid’s vital work with
some of the poorest communities in the
world.You can donate to the Benenden & Iden
Green JustGiving page online here:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cawbig
Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast
and totally secure. Once you donate, they’ll
send your money directly to Christian Aid, so
it’s the most efficient way to give - saving time
and cutting costs for the charity. Our target
this year is £3,000.Thank you so much for
your support.
Tracy Claridge, local Christian Aid Organiser
240454 Christianaid@tlclaridge.co.uk



ANTIQUE FURNITURE
RESTORATION

MICHAEL GOATER
Fully accredited member

of BAFRA

mgoater.testoration@gmail.com

01580 243407

WEDDINGS

LASHES
NAILS & & PARTIES
BROWS with elegance & rustic charm
From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of
The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.
Luxurious & award winning eco-venue
Tel. 01580 388190 %

The Street. Benenden. Kent TN17 4DB

www.dreamlashesnailsandbrows.com

THE OAK BARN

Frame Farm

01580 441571 www.the-oak-barn.co.uk @theoakbarnff

Inspected and rated

Good

The

CareQuality

are Q Commission
ompany

Caring for you at home

Well established, family run
business, providing care for people
living in the Weald of Kent. Our tailored
service allows you to live at home

with independence and dignity.

Call Karen Irving at our Tenterden office
to arrange a no obligation visit.
01580 762202
www.carecompany.care

Iden

A@' Landscapes

Jay Weekes
Idenlandscapes@gmail.com
01580 389531
07720 817577

Hadlow trained and experienced in
Soft Landscape and Landscape Construction
COMPETITIVE PRICES

Border design
Aspects of outdoor woodwork and treatment
Winter garden (one-off blitz)

Garden regeneration

Hedge planting/cutting
Fencing
Turfing

Fruit tree, rose and vine pruning
Regular maintenance (including mowing)

See above for contact information
and feel free to contact for
more details, quotes and prices.




Oak Barn wins ‘green’ award
Tim and Deana Maw are delighted that their
wedding and events venue in Benenden -

The Oak Barn, Frame Farm - has won the
Sustainability and Environmental Impact Award
at the prestigious Rural Business Awards.

These national awards recognise and
celebrate the successes of businesses
operating in the UK’s rural economy.The
judges were impressed that ‘green’ thinking
was at the heart of Tim and Deana’s business
and that it had been their intention right from
the planning stages. Their ongoing efforts to
reduce waste and lower their carbon
footprint, as well improving their natural
capital by using sustainable actions, was seen
as commendable.

“We are thrilled to win this award which
recognises our achievements,” says Tim.
“Sustainability and the environment were at
the forefront of our restoration plan and it is
so fulfilling to host events with minimal impact
on our fragile world. Every decision we make,
however small, has an effect on our future.”
www.the-oak-barn.co.uk
F: @theoakbarnff |: @theoakbarnff

Balmoral Cottage garden

open days

As part of the National Open Garden Scheme,
Charlotte and Donald Molesworth’s beautiful
garden will be open to visit from |2noon-5pm
on 25 April and |12 May. Together they created
the garden over 37 years ago and today its
romantic and extensive topiary form the
backbone for rich mixed borders.The whole
garden is organically managed and particular
attention has been given to the needs of
nesting birds and small mammals.

Visit www.ngs.org.uk/view-garden/34649
to purchase tickets in advance. Or entry on
the gate is £6 (adults) and £2.50 (children).

You can find Balmoral Cottage north of the
village green, a few hundred yards down the
track west of St George’s Church.

Talking Shop

Do you remember those far off days when you
were able to enjoy some delicious refreshments
at a table with others in a convivial atmosphere?
You do? Well, Benenden’s is delighted to
announce that from 12 April, (notwithstanding
last minute wobbles from the Government), we
are intending to put some tables outside the café
and serve you again.

Of course we are still subject to Covid-based
rules, so for the time being, we will not be able
to offer the use of the toilet to our customers.
There will be a menu on each table and we ask
that one person from the table comes in to
order and pay and then returns to their seat
while a member of staff brings out the order.
Refreshments consumed on the premises will
be charged at the eat-in rate whereas take-out
prices will still apply otherwise.We will kindly
ask you to leave trays etc. on the table when
you have finished. Staff will clear and sanitise
the area according to regulations before the
next customer.

To begin with, the menu will be limited but as
restrictions ease and weather allows, we hope to
get back to as near normal as possible. Café
opening hours will be from 8.30am to 4.30pm
Monday to Saturday and 9am to |pm on Sunday.

Shop opening times will be from 7.30am to
5pm from Monday to Saturday and 9am to Ipm
on Sunday and we would like to thank all staff
and volunteers who have worked so hard to get
us through these difficult times.Thanks, too, to
all those customers who have not only given us
their much-needed custom but have shown their
appreciation by kind words and even gifts.

So often we have heard people say that
Benenden’s has served the community not just
as a place to buy things but as a place to make
contact, have a chat or a joke and even to have
a grumble about life! Benenden’s has become
something more than a shop to many people
and it will be a real pleasure to see it once more
become a place to linger and enjoy the simple
pleasures of sitting round a table with others.
Bev Beveridge info@benendens.co.uk

www.benendens.co.uk
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Planning Matters

For full details of the Parish Council’s comment

please see minutes of meetings.

15 March 2021

e 21/00239/FULL Weavers, Mill Street, Iden
Green. Removal of Condition 5 (access);
Condition 3 (Landscaping) of 15 503322
FULL.

e 21/00202/FULL | Corner Cottages,
Cranbrook Road. Replace decomposed
wooden roof over front door on like-for-like
basis; repair render on some damaged first
floor side fagade panels; replace existing
wooden fence to front; re-pave front parking
with pebbles.

e 21/00203/LBC | Corner Cottages, Cranbrook
Road. Listed Building Consent: Internal and
external repairs and renovations to include;
updating electric wiring and new distribution
board (including smart meter), install
dedicated water supply and replace metal
piping with copper piping; install gas line
(including smart meter) for new central
heating combination boiler and oven in
kitchen; replace all radiators and some piping;
removal of partition stud wall in kitchen;
construction of new stud wall in kitchen to
create new utility room and toilet; underfloor
heating; new flagstone floor in kitchen;
alterations to bathroom; lay tiles in bathroom;
repair plaster on walls and ceilings
throughout the cottage; repaint walls and
ceilings; clean existing brick and wood floors;
wax wooden floors; replace decomposed
wooden window on second floor, rear facade;
replace decomposed wooden roof over front
door on like-for-like basis; repair render on
some damaged first floor side fagade panels;
replace existing wooden fence to front;
repave front parking with pebbles.

e 21/00465/FULL Benenden Girls School,
Cranbrook Road.Variation of Conditions 2
(Approved Plans) and |7 (Level Details) of
Planning Permission 18/01131/FULL - Music
Hall - Reduction to external ramp to
basement level, Extent of plant screen,
Removal of high level glazing and brickwork

12

wall extended to parapet level,
Courtyard/Amphitheatre Area - Removal of
step in curved wall, School Hall - Geometry
of metal fins, Removal of rooflight in link
building, Removal of high level glazing.

e 21/00370/FULL Stable Cottage, The Green.
Demolish and rebuild porch and rear
conservatory; Reorganise internally to
provide 3 bedrooms on ground floor and
open plan kitchen, dining and living space on
first floor; New windows to existing cottage
and new extension to provide garden room
and balcony.

Striding out for Sightsavers
Some of you may know my mother Barbara
Hare from the times she comes to stay and joins
me to worship at St George’s. During lockdown
she had both cataracts removed and new lenses
implanted, which at the age of 92 has restored
her sight. Out of gratitude for this, she has now
pledged to walk 100 miles in 50 days, in aid of
Sightsavers. She will finish in early April, and we
would be so pleased if you felt able to sponsor
her in this epic journey.

Donating through her JustGiving page
(www.justgiving.com/fundraising/barbarah)
is simple, fast and totally secure.Your details
are safe, they’ll never sell them on or send
unwanted emails, and once you donate, they’ll
send your money directly to the charity.
Lizanne Brown

Village Hall

Village hall staff and Trustees are elated that
the village hall is set to reopen from |9 April
for children’s activities, and look forward to
welcoming adults back from the middle of May.
Please contact me to make a booking or find
out any more information:
Holly Clayson 07419 989830
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org
www.benendenvillagehall.org



Benenden School

| hope you and your families are well. It was
wonderful over the weekend to see and hear
the site come alive again as so many of our
pupils returned to school and it is almost
beginning to feel normal again. It is a shame
that our students living overseas are still not
able to join us in person, but they are very
much with us online and in spirit until we can
welcome them back ready for the start of the
summer term.

The adjustment after months at home will
undoubtedly be difficult for a number of our
pupils, as it will be for young people across
the country, but | can see this is already being
tempered by the excitement of seeing their
friends again, resuming a proper routine and
enjoying the highly regarded Benenden food
once more!

It has been pleasing to see how well all year
groups have settled back into the classroom.
Meanwhile, in the absence of A Level and GCSE
exams in the normal way, our Year || and 13
students have this week been taking assessments
which will form part of the evidence for the
grades they are eventually awarded.

Away from the academic side of things, the
vibrant array of events that supplement life at
Benenden has continued, most notably with a
student-led Cultures in Industry discussion
event as part of our online Cultures Week and
then, during our first week back on site, one of
our Sixth Form student societies streamed a
live interview with Lord Dunlop, a former
Under Secretary of State for Scotland and
Northern Ireland.

We are also holding a series of pastoral
talks for parents in which our staff responsible
for caring for the girls share their expertise
on a range of issues relating to supporting
teenagers; given the fact that we are all living
in a challenging climate right now, these have
proved invaluable - certainly to me, as mother
of two teenagers!

Samantha Price, Headmistress

Orla’s fabulous fundraising
When Iden Green resident Orla Feely set
herself the challenge of walking every day of
February, she didn’t dream her exercise efforts
would raise over £1,000 for charity.

The |5-year-old decided to go for a daily
walk, come rain or shine, in a bid to fill her
after ‘school’ and spare time with some
exercise, while also raising money for a
good cause.

Orla chose Cyclists Fighting Cancer, a small
UK charity that enables children and young
people living with cancer to regain their
physical fitness, strength and confidence
through cycling. The charity, founded in 2005,
supports children during and post- cancer
treatment by providing them with adapted
bikes, trikes and other equipment.

Orla set herself the goal of raising a modest
£200 but she received so much support that
she soon smashed this target. By the end of
the month Orla had walked 106km - the
equivalent of walking from Benenden to
London - and to date she has raised just
over £1,100 for Cyclists Fighting Cancer.

Orla has been overwhelmed by the support
and messages received, Thank you. If you
would like to support Orla’s fundraising, you
can donate via her JustGiving page:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/orlafeely

Benenden Action Team

Don’t forget that if you live in the village and
need help or advice for any reason then please
call the Benenden Action Team (BAT). BAT
comprises a fabulous bunch of volunteers who
are ready and willing to provide confidential
support if needed. Whatever the issue we’ll do
our best to help.

Guy Hagan, BAT co-ordinator

07515 275150 guy@rawfellconstruction.co.uk
www.benendenaction.co.uk
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( APPLE PIE FARM
WOW STORAGE

WOODFIRED OVEN WONDERS

A Wood Fired Oven can provide ShOI’t and Iong term storage
requirements solved!

fantastic, fresh and fast food for you
and your guests.

We are local to !Benender} and can cater Storing furniture ? Re-decorating ? Uncluttering ? Renting your house
for private parties, wedding receptions out ? Ideal for storing garden machinery, sports equipment etc.
and events of all kinds.

) ) Talk to us about our storage, delivery and collection of your accounting data.
Most people only think of pizza, but i

th lots of alt tives. it
Sre areof ofaTemates Speak to us on 01580 388754 or visit our
Give me a call to discuss on: . .
01580 279000 or 07788 279000 website: www.a pfconta I nerstorage.co. uk

info@wowcooking.co.uk

UNIT 14 APPLE PIE FARM, CRANBROOK ROAD, BENENDEN, TN17 4EU

or visit our website Telephone: 01580 388754 - Mobile: 07515 649688

www.wowcooking.co.uk

K JONES ELECTRICAL

Electrical and Solar Contractors
Accredited, qualified and trusted local
family business
for over 40 years
Free Estimates

01580 848118

kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com

West Kent

Help is on hand from your local Mind

wwuw.westkentmind.org.uk
01732 744950

Information given, volunteers welcome
and donations needed.

for betier mentol heaith

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health
problem has somewhere fo turn for advice and support.

WBernenden's
SHOP POST OFFICE CAFE

Volunteers Needed

FOY
Our Private Care Service offers Care Shop Service
tailored packages of personal care £9r'h70u7r 5
pe

that can help people stay in their
own home for as long as possible,
rather than going into a care home
before it’s really needed. We assist receive your brochure
LioEe v (el ellp i @ Call us on 01580 762244
fraility, disability or illness to live

as independently as possible, with careonline g
e ‘,:/

comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Café Service

For a free assessment

of your care needs or to Learn how to make

that pe rfect coffee

and serve ifl

01580 279808

Town & Country Homecare Limited

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk 102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT

WWW}D@ nende Nns.co.u L(/VO' unteers

info@benendens.co.uk




Primary School

Monday 8 March marked the end of our
second school closure and once again we
were delighted to be able to open our doors
and welcome all our pupils back and be united
as a whole community.

The lockdown had been tough but we were
determined to continue with school life as
much as possible and just before the February
half term, back by popular demand, we ran
our second virtual Benenden Sleepover.There
were over |50 children involved in the events
throughout the evening, taking part in a number
of activities, including den building, making
armpit fudge (yes, really), quizzes, campfire
entertainment, a bedtime story and of course,
the unforgettable dancing with Mr Goodman,
offering a welcome change from lockdown
monotony and bringing the whole school back
together again.

Another highlight of the term was World
Book Day.We decided to make it a non-screen
day and, although we were not in school to
celebrate together, the teaching team made
sure the children were able to enjoy lots of fun
things. Instead of dressing themselves up, each
child was asked to dress up a potato as their
favourite character. Some even decorated a shoe
box, or similar, to show that character in a scene
from the book.The theme was Share a Story, so
all the staff recorded themselves reading stories
for the children, to which were added the
Reading Star Challenge, Guess the Book from
Its Cover and the Build a Reading Den, all of
which brought remote learning to a fitting end.
Lindsay Roberts, Headteacher 240565
office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk

Players’ online revue

Benenden Players have created an online revue
to remind friends and family what passed for
normality here pre-Covid. Catch the stars

at benendenplayers.co.uk, or the players’
Facebook page.

Parent, Teacher and Friends
Association

Spring is sprung and, as Easter arrives it brings
with it a renewed sense of hope and happiness
for us all. Our children have returned to
school, to be welcomed not only by their
teachers and friends, but also a small medal,
gifted by the PTFA to commemorate heroic
homeschooling achievements.To show loving
appreciation to the teachers for their heroic
hard work, a fun thank-you video was created.
The pupils were also provided with daffodils to
take home and with which to adorn Mother’s
Day, to offer a happy surprise across Benenden
and beyond.

Please join our Virtual Easter Balloon Race
where, for £3, you can buy a balloon and
monitor its progress from 4 April as it
leaves Istanbul. Real weather data is used
to determine race conditions and |st prize
will be £500, with additional prizes to be
won. By simply participating at
www.ecoracing.co/user/page/ 1480 we can all
raise funds to support our school’s projects
for enhancing learning and wellbeing.

Similarly, our Easter raffle will raise valuable
resources, and by texting BENENDEN to
70331 to buy a £3 ticket, you have a chance
to win from a plethora of prizes including
yoga sessions, farmshop gift vouchers, cinema
tickets, and much more. If, as a local business,
you are able to offer additional prize donations,
please do get in touch with us before the
random draw on |12 April. Thank you in advance
for all your support.

Your favourite lockdown recipe can
(and, arguably, really should) feature in
our Benenden Cook Book, to be on sale
early summer. Please send it to
cookbookptfa@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
by 15 April to ensure your culinary wizardry
is included.

More information, visit school
website and go to PTFA event

section or scan QR code. -
Chris Sevenoaks, Benenden CEP, PTFA



GREENACRE

LANDSCAPES
J PERIGOE & SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PROUD TO BE SERVING THE
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

)
"'y

Specialists in private garden
design & construction

: Creating beautiful gardens since 1963

Patios - Brickwork
Decking - Stonework
Ponds - Water features
Planting schemes - Groundworks
Detailed plans - Portfolio available
Free Consultation

07595 024330
01892 722412

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors
serving the local community with compassion and the
highest standards of service and professionalism.

With our 24-hour emergency service, we are only
a telephone call away.

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who

will be there to help, support and guide you through e A ;t‘,'if" ngefﬁm, »
the whole of the funeral process. B /and, accessories

Golden Charterf *

Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF.

01580 713636
Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6LB.
01797 260316
enquiries@jperigoeandson.com
wwWw.]perigoeandson.com
F|P]A] [SALF]
; :}ANN ENP; :t J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of %
AUTHORITY West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South, EITEEEE
Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP.

SHOP POST OFFICE CAFE

.. it's the word on The Street!

An exce||en+ range O'F grocerles breads vegei’ables beers and wines
cmc| WIH‘I POS'I' O'F'FICG services .

For those who are se|F |so|a’rmg onchﬁve no one ?o Woi‘wr able to
en re

take orders and paymen+ over the phone. We can also suppl meals with

instructions. Please note +he open hours#7.30am- 4pm Monday to Scd'urday and
iré J:chm me Mondcy o - ay for +akeoway drlnks

2 page 11 for defails.
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Iden Green and Benenden WI
Recently members of the West Kent Federation
met together virtually to learn about modern
slavery, as it was one of the NFWI resolutions
last year. Although it is something we do not
think we encounter, the police are always
pleased to listen if you have any suspicions that
someone is showing signs of being mistreated.
Please use the 101 number to report.

We joined Hawkhurst WI for a fascinating
talk, A Schoolgirl’s War, inspired by the
scrapbook of a teacher at Maidstone Grammar
School for Girls during World War Il. Mary
Smith, a retired headteacher, told how she had
researched the history of the school during the
war years and unearthed a great many artefacts,
photographs, and paintings, as well as the air-raid
shelter tunnels in the grounds of the school.

Thanks to Val who joined the West Kent
Federation AGM on Zoom as our delegate. She
said that it was a successful business meeting
with various reports and plans on the agenda.

Obviously, we will respond with alacrity if
necessary but, if we are still allowed to meet,
we are proposing to re-commence physically
with our Garden Party on 29 June (note the
changed date). This will be our usual annual
gathering but unfortunately it will only be for
existing members as space is limited.We shall
hold a raffle but will also need to have the AGM.
Hopefully, the business side can be completed
quickly and miraculously so that it doesn’t
impede on our social enjoyment.We invite
prospective new members to join us in the
Memorial Hall on 20 July.

Jackie Liffen 752232
benendenwi@gmail.com

Village Fete

If you have any spare books, CDs or children’s
DVDs, we would be pleased to sell them at the
village fete, on Saturday 18 September. Please
contact Lizanne Brown on 242908 to arrange

delivery to the scout hut, or collection if you are

unable to deliver.

Benenden Cricket Club strive to maintain the tradition
of idyllic village cricket, which has been enjoyed on our
glorious village green since 1798.

We offer sociable and competitive cricket. New players
and supporters of all ages, abilities and both sexes are
made very welcome.

For more information please visit:
www.benendencc.play-cricket.com

If interested in playing, please contact our Club Captain,
Richard Brunt on:
07834 572838 or email bruntyhk@hotmail.com

1:“‘“ U gl
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Benenden Pre-School

Our Pre-School garden is bursting into colour.
Beds and pots are hosting bright yellow
daffodils, alongside pale primroses and purple
crocuses which the children have enjoyed
taking turns in watering. This week the
children have been creating Mother’s Day
cards. In small groups they have in turn looked
carefully at a vase full of daffodils and each
child has been absorbed in recreating the
flowers using a variety of materials and
processes. Some are drawing lines in pencil,
felt pen or paint to enclose a space and use
the shapes to represent the flowers and their
leaves. Others are interested in the texture
of tissue paper, cutting or tearing it into
pieces which they then scrunch up to make
the daffodil trumpets. Many explore colour
and investigate what happens when they mix
colours, working out how to make green for
the stalks. What unites them all is that they
have constructed their cards with a purpose
in mind: a special gift for their mothers.

Lucy Oakley, Supervisor
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk
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T.W. FUGGLE & SON

Wordsworth

Surveyors FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Ltd

Private Chapels of Rest 24-HOUR SERVICE

All arrangements undertaken with personal attention

“nergl DY

Pre-paid funeral plans arranged through Golden Charter

20 Ashford Road, Tenterden - 01580 763340 - www.twfuggle.co.uk

)% PETER CHRISTOPHERSON

Expert Mortgage Advice
30 Years of Experience
q Tyler Mortgage Management
info@wordsworthsurveyors.co.uk h. L: 0207 48 49 207
M: 07909562 579

3 RICS
(‘\k; E: peter.Christopherson@)tylermm.Com
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JACKSON-STOPS

—d

LETTINGS AND SALES PROPERTY EXPERTS
Local Specialists with a Network of London & Regional Offices

FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US

Lettings: 01580 720400  Sales: 01580 720000

craabrazokiEFack=on-stops.co.uk wwwjackson-stops.co.uk

CHEESEMANS

Charlotte’s GARAGE

B. J. NASH
SWQ@/JE ShO JoneTaios
fc) ' BENENDEN, KENT
TELEPHONE
m CRANBROOK 240583

Whatever you want to store...

...house sale & purchase not coinciding, travelling,

CI’EHUE)I"OOK house building work, paperwork overload or just
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more quickly
8; — we offer a friendly and flexible W o,

service in Cranbrook. With secure ¢ 2

B@HGHOJ@H storage, competitive rates, all on & ®

one level and hassle free BARN
24/7 access, contact us now! STORE

01580 713231 ==

Sweet treats made to order n charlottessweetshop / 07375 879054

www.barn-store.co.uk




Benenden Hospital

World TB Day was celebrated on 24 March
and there is significance in that for the
village. The hospital’s roots go back to

when tuberculosis (TB) was a major world
health issue and rife in the UK, and one man’s
vision became the catalyst for establishing
Benenden Hospital.

In 1905, Charles Garland set up the
National Association for the Establishment
and Maintenance of Sanatoria for Workers
Suffering from Tuberculosis Friendly Society
(known today as Benenden Health). In 1906,
the hospital’s foundation stone was laid (this
still has pride of place in the hospital today)
and in 1907 we began welcoming post office
workers who convalesced in the tranquil
surrounding. | do often wonder what
Charles Garland would make of the ultra-
modern facilities and range of treatments
we offer today.

Sadly, TB remains with us worldwide and TB
Day is an opportunity to raise awareness of it.
Currently, around one quarter of the world’s
population is infected and the European region
includes nine of the 30 countries with the
highest burden of multidrug-resistant TB in
the world.Working together in partnerships,
the WHO in Europe is assisting with scaling
up rapid TB diagnostics tests, providing faster
and more effective treatment, in order to
make further progress in prevention and care,
and boosting research to develop new and
more effective vaccines.

It’s good to know Benenden Hospital’s rich
history includes a period when we contributed
to the worldwide fight against TB. If you'd like
to contribute a story to our history, with
anecdotes or through old photographs of the
hospital you'd be willing to share, please send
to marketingbht@benenden.org.uk and why
not take a look at our history via
www.benendenhospital.org.uk/about-
us/ourhistory/

Jane Abbott, Hospital Director and Chief Nurse

Topical health

Know your blood pressure numbers

It’s extremely easy to dismiss high blood
pressure as a minor inconvenience which does
not bear worrying about. High blood pressure
has the potential to cause damage to various
organs in the body including the heart, brain,
and kidneys and, untreated, can be responsible
for causing heart attacks, stroke, kidney
disease and even vascular dementia. Sadly,
these can all affect people of any age.The best
way to know if you have high blood pressure
is to have it measured, although sometimes
people develop signs and symptoms which may
suggest it e.g. headaches, nosebleeds, dizziness,
and chest pain.

The NHS cite high blood pressure as
140/90mmHg or higher as measured at your
GP surgery, or 150/90mmHg or higher if you
are over 80. If you do your blood pressure
at home, you will want to see each of these
figures reduced by 5mmHg. Ideally your blood
pressure is best between 90/60mmHg and
120/80mmHg, or below 150/90mmHg in the
over 80s (again with an additional 5mmHg
taken off if you are at home).The first figure
e.g. 120mmHg represents the the systolic
pressure: the pressure in the arteries as the
heart contracts; and the lower number, the
diastolic pressure, is the pressure as the
heart relaxes.

Blood pressure management is not all about
taking medications, although there are a great
many different types out there, for many of us
the best way to manage our blood pressure is
with some lifestyle changes. It is important to
know your numbers because making changes
can prevent mildly high blood pressure
progressing to the point you need medication.
Cutting down on things like salt, caffeine and
alcohol, and not smoking, all have a big impact
on blood pressure even before you get to the
point of losing weight or increasing the
amount of exercise you do.

Peter Ellis
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g g ebike hire
\\_/ * -
. * ebike tours

UK Electric Bike Centre Ltd | ebike sales
BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM ebike repairs
www.ukelectricbike.co.uk Telephone: 07768 194400

www.ukelectricbiketours.co.uk info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

P.F. WARD

& SONS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

FRESH LOCAL
PRODUCE

VARIETY of HOME
MADE SAUSAGES
& BURGERS

Phone: 01580 240612
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The Neighbourhood Development Plan will
govern the shape and future of Benenden
parish for the foreseeable future and villagers
will have the chance to vote for or against it
at an upcoming referendum (date to be
confirmed). Here the plan’s architects and
opponents put their views for and against.

Taking tough decisions
for the good of the village

Those following Benenden’s Neighbourhood
Development Plan will know that some 25
volunteers have worked since 2017 to develop
an NDP covering Landscape and Environment,
Business, Infrastructure, Building Design and
Housing Allocations. Minnie Garnier’s Housing
Allocation Group knew allocating sites for
new homes would prove controversial. Around
70% of NDPs do not allocate sites, leaving this
difficult decision to the local authority - it’s
much easier to blame ‘the Council’.

Benenden volunteers are made of sterner
stuff. Allocating sites means local control over
development and enables us to include any
extra ‘windfall’ development within our
agreed target. Our volunteers were trained
by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council. They
reviewed each of the 14 sites first offered
by local landowners, on foot and through
desk research. Sites were assessed on a
standard approach supported by experienced
planning consultants.

TWABC initially gave Benenden a target
of 231 new dwellings and an additional 10%
‘windfall’. All the knowledge we had gained
from our assessments of the first sites helped
us to negotiate hard and eventually our target
was reduced to around 100 new dwellings,
plus existing permissions.

During this process, eight more sites were
offered, including some brownfield/previously
developed land, so site selection required a
balance. Planning guidelines reflect national
policy and local public preference to prioritise

protection of the High Weald Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty. The same

guidelines and preferences emphasise

brownfield over greenfield sites.

The village also asked for affordable
housing, ideally almshouses. We opted for four
sites, each with between 18-25 new houses:

e Redevelopment of two brownfield sites at
Benenden Hospital, outside the AONB,
alongside provision of essential amenities;

e One brownfield site inside the AONB, near
Benenden village;

e One greenfield site inside the AONB, near
Benenden village, for almshouses - locally
managed affordable housing, with 13 market
houses included on site to finance the
building of the 12 new almshouses required.

Those living near Benenden Hospital have
been vocal, stressing the distance to shops
and other amenities. They have suggested it
is better to build on greenfield land inside
the AONB, nearer Benenden and Iden Green,
leaving brownfield land unused.

We, however, see this as a real opportunity
to make best use of brownfield land in our
parish, with control over sites that would
otherwise be a target for developers who
have no interest in the needs of the local
community. Allocating these sites in our
NDP gives us the best possible chance of
managing housing numbers and design, as
well as securing protection for wildlife and
delivering improved amenities.

It is understandable that concerns are
raised when change is proposed, but we
believe the addition of around 50 new homes
(with permission already granted for a further
24 homes) at East End will substantially
improve the two sites and create a more
cohesive community alongside the thriving
enterprise of Benenden Hospital.

Paul Tolhurst
Chair, Benenden NDP Steering Committee
www.benendenneighbourhoodplan.org
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The NDP questions

that need answering
QUESTIONS TO PAUL TOLHURST CHAIR,
BENENDEN NDP STEERING COMMITTEE

Q. We’ve heard that if the NDP was voted
out at a referendum, then no new houses
would be built in the village. Is this true?
Definitely not. No plan means no control.
Landowners put forward 22 sites for building
and only a properly signed-off plan protects
the parish from potentially large-scale
speculative development.

Q. Why can’t the houses required be
scattered in single/small numbers around

the village in numerous small developments?
Our first priority is to provide affordable
housing. This was made clear in feedback

from village workshops and is part of national
guidelines. Small sites don’t have to include
affordable housing, and usually consist of large
executive-style homes, rather than the smaller
homes our community requires. Selecting small
parts of larger sites is just not smart, because
developers often argue later that further
building on the rest of the site is legitimate.
We have filled four medium-size sites rather
than allocating parts of sites which risk future
sprawl, and far better to lose only one green
field (for almshouses) than numerous green
fields for piecemeal development purposes.

Q. Opponents criticise you for being the
only NDP in the area to allocate sites.

Why did you do this?

Around 70% of NDPs write general
development policies, leaving tough decisions
on site allocation to the Local Authority,

but this gives away control. By allocating, the
parish decides which sites are developed and
we can create specific policies for each site.

Q. We’re told that building “most new
houses in one huge development in the East
End” is a bad idea. Isn’t it?

Let’s look at the maths. There are four sites

Greenfield site offered for

development but not included in the NDP plan

Another greenfield site offered for

development but not included in the NDP plan

allocated in the NDP. Two sites adjacent to
Benenden village will provide up to 45 new
homes. Two sites at East End will provide up to
50 new homes, and are both ‘brownfield’ sites,
outside the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
A further 16 new homes in Benenden village
and existing permission for 24 at East End pre-
date the NDP and are in addition to the plan.

Q. You say that a strategy controlled by a
robust NDP will force developers to provide
funding and amenities for the village as part of
their contracts. Are you sure this will happen?
By allocating sites we can create specific
policies requiring developers to fund
infrastructure improvements needed to

make each site work for us.The independent
examiner ensures our policies are legal and
reasonable, so once they are passed by the
examiner and approved at referendum,
developers are expected to meet our

policy requirements.

Q. Opponents have also claimed that you plan
to make Walkhurst Road one way and/or move
the war memorial. Is any of this true?

No and no!



QUESTIONS TO HAZEL STROUTS
AND FRIENDS OF THE EAST END

Q. You would like the NDP voted out.

In that event who do you see regulating
required house building in the village?

The NDP needs amending. The National
Planning Policy Framework requires that,

“to promote sustainable development in

rural areas, housing should be located where

it will enhance or maintain the vitality of rural
communities”. It requires sustainable transport
and good connectivity. The East End has no bus
service and no footpath to the village. TWBC
will continue to regulate housing, judging
applications on their merits.

Q. If the NDP is not supported, TWBC

will still insist on the village taking its share
of housing required to meet Government
quotas. Which of the 22 sites put forward by
local landowners will you be recommending
as suitable for building on?

TWABC will insist on the village taking its share
of housing with or without an NDP. TWBC
planners should allocate sites with input from
the village, not the other way round. Ours is
the only parish to self-allocate. Recent data
shows housing needs down and, in a post-
Covid world, urban commercial space will be
used for housing. Let’s benefit from changes.

Q. Won’t developers be delighted at the
prospect of no NDP, no control over housing
numbers, no need to pay for affordable
housing or community projects?

Voting against an NDP that proposes so
many houses will reduce, not encourage,
new building. If, as seems likely, the five-year
supply of housing is reached on | April, there
will be a presumption against further
development. Affordable housing? All
developers building more than ten houses
contribute to the community.

The Uphill brownfield site
off New Pond Road

Q. You describe the East End as an “entirely
rural” area and yet it is dominated by a
hospital that employs 300 people and
provides parking and accommodation for
many. How does this qualify as rural?

The East End is no hamlet. It covers almost a
third of the parish, extending from Walkhurst
along Goddards Green Road towards
Tenterden, south towards Hole Park, then
west to Walkhurst Road stream and back to
Goddards Green. It is entirely rural except
for the small enclave of the isolation hospital,
founded where the fewest live.Walk a few
yards in any direction - you are in open
AONB country.

Q. You say that traffic in the village would
increase if houses were built at the East End.
Wouldn’t traffic increase wherever houses
were built in the village?

No, because other sites are within walking
distance of village amenities.

Q. If the NDP were voted against, what,

in your view, would happen to the two
brownfield sites in East End? Won’t these
still be developed but without any restrictions
or benefit to the area?

There is already permission for 24 houses, an
appropriate number. The hospital site is not
industrial wasteland. It has four Local Wildlife
Sites and established parkland.There is no
good reason to demolish and rebuild existing
I8 dwellings nor to add another 50 houses.
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An East End view

“There are parts of Britain | am always drawn
back to. Kent’s Weald has a different feel from
much of England. Here, close-knit patterns of
small irregular fields are surrounded by tall
thick hedges and parcels of ancient woodland
... In our archaic land, the age of fields extends
all the way back to an era 900 years ago ... This
land of thick hedges, odd-shaped fields and
secret rivers has survived as north-west
Europe’s most intact medieval landscape.

Yet on our watch ...” *

Yet on our watch, houses are going up all
over the countryside. How to find sites? Our
Neighbourhood Planning Committee is the
only one in the borough which decided to
allocate sites itself, placing most new houses
in one huge development in the East End, on
a brownfield site at the hospital. A good idea?

Development on brownfield makes sense
if you have industrial land near settlements,
but the hospital site lies in the countryside,
half-way between two villages, and includes
environmentally valuable land.Yes, the plan
keeps new houses out of the village but it
creates a different problem. New families will
be forced to do everything by car. East End
children, like others in the parish, attend our
school. East Enders, like everyone else, engage
with the village. There will be more car usage
than ever.True, it may create similar problems
for Biddenden but is that a comfort?

The East End is not a hamlet. There are only
two settlements in our parish, which is why
the parish council’s job is “serving the people
of Benenden and Iden Green”. Because the
East End is entirely rural, it was chosen as the
site for an isolation hospital which recently
built a new centre on greenfield. It now wants
to build almost 100 houses on the parts it no
longer needs. Aesthetically, the plan improves
nothing: those ugly car parks remain.

In 2013, the hospital site was considered
appropriate for 24 houses, which seems
sensible, but the new draft plan includes 50
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View of part of the south east
hospital brownfield site

View of part of the south east

hospital brownfield site

new houses in addition to the unbuilt 24, plus
I8 houses to replace nine existing buildings
(each containing two semi-detached homes
for staff). This is far too many houses in

one location.

Over time, a new settlement at the East
End, as well as the village itself, will expand
outwards. Settlements naturally expand
outwards.You can try to halt the process,
but you cannot stop it. This plan hastens
the encroachment of that precious space
in between.

In “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’,
killing the albatross was a crime.You could
say exactly the same of plans to build a new
settlement in the countryside.Vote against
the Neighbourhood Plan.

Hazel Strouts and Friends of the East End
T: @EastEndFriends1 F: EastEndFriends

* Jim Dixon, The Times 31 May 2019



Allowing Benenden
to shape its own future

Tom Dawlings, our Borough Councillor,
provides an update on TWBC’s Local Plan

| think we all recognise the pressure on
Government to build more homes. In turn the
Government has pressured local authorities to
deliver housing. TWBC’s target has increased
from 6,000 dwellings in the period of the last
Local Plan to nearly 14,000 in the new plan
period to 2038, and recent political wrangling
has ended in no reduction to this target. But
the borough is very constrained with 70%
within the High Weald Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB), or Greenbelt, or
liable to flooding, so it was determined that
the target could only be met through the
creation of a new ‘garden village’ with
appropriate infrastructure (transport links,
schools, medical and recreationl facilities, etc).

Early in the Local Plan process, TWBC
launched a ‘Call for Sites’, inviting landowners
to submit sites for development. In Benenden,
a total of 22 were advanced, including two for
the proposed garden village of potentially
2,500 dwellings.The Parish Council wisely
decided that it would be prudent to create
a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP),
enabling Benenden to shape its own future
and TWBC’s early decision against new garden
villages in the AONB was a relief.

The Local Plan provides for a new garden
village at Tudeley with most new housing in
the north of the borough outside the AONB.
It will deliver a five-year housing supply until
2038.This will bring more certainty to the
planning process because, for as long as we
lack a five-year housing supply, we risk planning
applications being assessed not just against local
planning policies, but also national policies
which may not reflect the local context.The
new Local Plan will remove this uncertainty
but, until it is adopted, we remain vulnerable
to speculative applications.

Residents around East End have raised
concerns about the Local Plan, but the NDP

The Feoffee site on Walkhurst Road
adjacent to Rothermere Close

View of the north east

hospital brownfield site

restricts development to the area of the
redundant hospital buildings and the curtilage
of existing hospital houses. It preserves the
green spaces and requires developers to make
improvements to facilities at East End and
better connections to Benenden village. This

is important and necessary because the
Hospital is outside the AONB (with the
protections this provides) and national
policies prioritise previously developed land
for housing. Consent for the demolition of the
old sanatorium building at the Hospital was
given several years ago; the recent support for
its preservation and conversion to homes |
suggest underscores the point that residential
is the best (or only) use for the site.

The Local Plan has received cross-party
support and now moves forward for
consultation in April/May.There are 71 sites
allocated in the Local Plan and inevitably not
every councillor nor every resident will
support every site, but as someone who
passionately believes in the protection of the
High Weald AONB, | am relieved that the Local
Plan allocates the bulk of development on land
outside the AONB.
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Look Closer,
Go Further

An incredibly nurturing day and flexi-boarding
school inspiring 3-13 year old boys and girls

to fulfil their extraordinary potential.
dulwichprepcranbrook.org
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INDEPENDENT

Dulwich Prep
Cranbrook

Student Wellbeing

N 7
Namaste Kids & Teens
Yoga
Fun & lively classes
Qualified from 2yrs to 18yrs

Teaching in Benenden Village Hall,
Benenden Pre-School
& local schools.

email: Hayley@namastekids.couk
.F @namastekidsteens

https://mrnoahs.org .
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Ranting and raying
around Rolvenden

Was this area a hotbed of Ranters
and loose morals in the 1600’
Russell Cruse delves into the history
books to nvestigate.

The Act of Supremacy of 1534 made Henry VIII
supreme head of the Church in England, leading
to a period of religious and political turmoil. By
1649, decades of capricious rule by the Stuart
dynasty had increased divisions, resulting in two
bloody and costly civil wars. Charles I was
executed, leaving England to be “Governed as a
Commonwealth and Free-State, by ... the
Representatives of the People in Parliament ...
without any King or House of Lords”.

Politics and religion were inseparable.
Protestant sects had been around for decades,
some with a greater following than others:
Seekers, Levellers, Diggers, Muggletonians
and Quakers are familiar names from the
many groups that sought to “turn the World
upside-down”.

Most eyebrow-raising, however, were the
Ranters. They recognised none of the morals that
society generally accepted, and meetings
(generally in alehouses) involved drinking,

smoking, swearing and the practice of what we
today would call ‘free love’. They acknowledged no
social distinctions and were “associated with
revelling, roaring, drinking, whoring, swearing
and all manner of wickedness”.

However, George Fox carried many of the
Ranters’ beliefs with him when he founded the
Religious Society of Friends - better known as
Quakers. Both groups professed fellow feeling and
concern for the poor, which endeared them to the
common folk and caused some of the better off a
deal of anxiety. In 1653, Fox announced: “O ye

great men and rich men of the earth! Weep and
howl for your misery that is coming ... The fire is
kindled, the day of the Lord is appearing, a day
of howling ... All the loftiness of men must be
laid low.”

As late as 1657, Thomas Collier felt free to
state: “Any that know the principles of the
Ranters may easily recognize that Quaker
doctrines are identical ... no Christ but within; no

Scripture to be a rule; no ordinances, no law but
their lusts, no heaven nor glory but here, no
sin but what men fancied to be so, no
condemnation for sin but in the consciences of

ignorant ones, [but Quakers] smooth it over with __5



WE ARE PLFASED TO OFFER \

SKILLED GARDEN
MAINTENANCE,
PLANTING & PRUNING

BORDER. DESIGN & ADVICE
SUPPLY OF OWN GROWN
TREES - SHRUBS -
CLIMBERS

Benenden
Village Hall

“Let your imagination run
wild — the hall can be anything

you want’!

Call Holly on
07419 989830 for details

The Laurels Nursery, Dingledem, Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent TNtz 4JU

Phone 01580 2404635

www thelaurelsnursery.co.

www.benendenvillagehall.org

Bargain Carpets & Floors

Forest
Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates Fa R
* Same choice as any shop but up to half the price C at
* We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring H-O te |

Idyllic rural location
Individual heated chalets
and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa housing up to four cats

Also welcome rabbits,
guinea pigs, hamsters etc.
01424 855882 / 07734 659834 Come and see us hefore booking

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk Call Lucy on 01580 242961
or 07720 966374
email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
or see our website
www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk

For free home sample viewing

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

Thinking of selling or letting your

property in or close to Benenden?

For straightforward sale or letting advice
regarding the value of your house please
contact us. etk

Specialist Rural and Village (‘;@ HOBBS -PARKER

Agent. Full Professional Estate
Agency service. RICS




» an outward austere carriage before men, but

within are full of filthiness.”

John Bunyan denounced both sects because
they permitted women ministers, conceding,
however, “had not the Quakers come, the Ranters
had over-run the nation”.

A prominent Quaker fell “into too much
familiarity and conversation with some women-
kind, especially such as (it seemed) were
somewhat inclined to a spirit of Ranterism. He
grew loose and ... committed lewdness with a
servant-maid”’, and Mary Todd, a London lady at
a meeting “pulled up all her clothes above her
middle, exposing her nakedness to all in the
room”. Far too Rantery; although for Ephraim
Pagitt, “the Ranter is more open and less sour”
than a Quaker.

You will know of Ranters Oak and Ranters
Hall on the Rolvenden Road and perhaps of
Ranters Hall on Ranters Lane in Goudhurst. One
might thus suspect that the Weald was itself a
hotbed of Ranterism. Sadly, not so. There is little
evidence of Ranter activity in this area but there
was, it would appear, no shortage of Quakers.

[ oxr |
t Welcome Fel |

Let uz eas whiie
they dance,

The activities of the Society of Friends put a
number of Wealden noses out of joint in the 17th
century, refusing to attend
church and, far worse,
refusing to pay tithes to the
Church. Many were
persecuted and imprisoned
until eventually i1t was
decreed that the law of the
land could not be used to
condemn such actions.
Thereafter, Quakers would
often champion those
imprisoned for being unable
to pay their tithes, leading to
still  greater  animosity
towards them from
landowners, magistrates and
the Anglican Church. No
surprise, then, that following
the Restoration, both Crown
and Church sought to
reinstate laws that had
fallen into disuse during
the interregnum.

Increafe
pokiey|

A particular case occurred in Cranbrook in
1681. One John Aford, a Quaker shopkeeper, was
convicted of recusancy (refusing to attend church)
“by direction of an Incensed Judg Cheife Justice
Pemberton to a soft pliable Jury that minded noe
oath”. Bailiffs descended on Aford’s shop,
attempting to seize the contents in recompense,
even though the value of the goods far exceeded
the cost of the fine. A prominent supporter
(although not a member) of the Quakers, Nicholas
Bishopp, stepped in and bought the contents of
the shop before the goods could be seized, paid off
Aford’s fine and returned all the goods to him. It’s
worth noting that Bishopp also sold High Polls
farm to a Quaker named James Stone, who
bequeathed it for the relief of the poor. None of
this went down well with the powers that be.

Of course, the term ‘Quaker’ had been a term
of abuse, but once it had become more acceptable,
it appears highly likely that the term ‘Ranter’ (as
it had been earlier in the century) was being used as
a term of abuse for Quakers long after Ranterism
had ceased to exist. It is plausible that those
places where Quakers lived or held their meetings
would have had the epithet ‘Ranter’ attached to
them by those opposed to their philosophy.
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Out in the cold with the Yadamsuren, who is widely regarded as the most

. . knowledgeable wild camel expert in Mongolia
wild camels of the Gobi 8 i :

Benenden’s John Hare OBE, co-founder of the
Wild Camel Protection Foundation, tells the
story of a memorable Mongolian adventure
with the BBC’s Perfect Planet Team

Wild double-humped camels mate at the

and, that rarity, an academic man of action.
They disappeared into Gobi ‘A’ for almost
six weeks, but initially the team found few tracks '
and no wild camels at all, let alone ones inclined
to mate. However, after three weeks their luck
changed when they experienced a day of wind-
coldest time of year. It's in mid-January, when driven snow. Snow does not settle for long in
the Gobi, but if there is a strong wind it drifts

up against the sides of mountains, and when all

Mongolia’s temperature plummets to -40
degrees Celsius or thereabouts, that the bull
camel’s amorous feelings are aroused. Indeed,

other water sources are frozen solid, snow

owners of double-humped domestic Bactrian slush is compelling and palatable for thirsty

camels resort to pouring buckets of iced wild camels.Wonderful footage was captured

water over their animals” hindquarters if of a herd heading for the hills in their search

their domestic bull is lacking in enthusiasm. for snow, and because of the crew’s inability to

The three-man Perfect Planet team had find wild camels mating in the wild, the theme

travelled to Mongolia to film the amorous of the sequence was changed from Wild Camels’
Mating Habits to The Search for Snow. My

personal ‘behind the scenes’ photographs were

peculiarities of the wild camel and | joined
them at our charity’s breeding centre in Zakhyn
Us, where our bull has a harem of 16 females.

embargoed until after the showing of the wild

Fortunately, although it was only -35, he was camel episode on Perfect Planet and are

well and truly aroused, and over two weeks

published here for the first time. ) I

the crew captured appropriate footage and
were immensely satisfied with the results.
They then set off to photograph wild camels
undertaking similar activities in their natural
surroundings, although | was very dubious.Wild
camel habitat in Mongolia is 55,0000 square
kilometres, roughly the size of Wales, in a region
called the Great Gobi Strictly Protected Area
‘A’, or more simply, Gobi ‘A’, and it isn’t easy to
find a population of approximately 450 in such
a vast desert. Moreover, if found, they would be
unlikely to put on a display for the cameras.
The team were fortunate, though, in that

they had with them our ‘camel man’, Dr Adiya




How, you may ask, did | come to be involved?
By the greatest good fortune | had made four

pioneering trips of research on the wild camel
during the 1990s in both China and Mongolia
and had concluded that action needed to be
taken or the species would become extinct.

In 1997, Kathryn Rae, an environmental
lawyer, and | established a UK charity, the Wild
Camel Protection Foundation (WCPF), based
at School Farm in Benenden, with its mission to
save the wild camel from extinction. Much has
been achieved and not just the establishment
of a 155,000 square kilometre reserve in
China’s former nuclear test area of Lop Nur.

In the Gobi ‘A’ buffer zone in Mongolia,

we have set up the breeding centre. Starting
with eight wild camels in 2004, the centre now
holds 35 and has reached its holding capacity.

In addition, eight captive-bred wild camels have
been released into Gobi ‘A’ and a new extension
is shortly to be opened 350 miles away.

In 2008, after five years of genetic testing
based on samples provided by the WCPF, the
wild camel was shown to be a new and separate
species of camel. It is not the wild Bactrian camel
(Camelus bactrianus ferus) - just the wild camel
(Camelus ferus). Genetically it is as different to
the Bactrian camel as we are to a chimpanzee.

The wild camel is the ultimate survivor, which
is why it was featured on Perfect Planet. It is
man who has forced the Chinese wild camels
into the very heart of the Gashun Gobi (the
bitter desert) and Lop Nur. Here, approximately
600 wild camels survive on saltwater slush, with
a higher content of salt than seawater, in an
otherwise waterless area. The wild camels in
Lop Nur survived over 43 atmospheric nuclear
tests, some of which were more powerful than
the bomb dropped on Hiroshima, and unlike in
the human population surrounding Lop Nur, we
saw no sign of horrific radiation-induced
mutations in the herds of wild camels.

Many scientists believe that the ability of the
wild camel to drink salt water, which no other
mammal will touch, and their survival in the
face of nuclear annihilation, warrant intensive
scientific study. Indeed, the wild camel might
hold secrets that could be of immense value
to man as he blunders into an uncertain future.
For further information: www.wildcamels.com
School Farm, Benenden TN17 4EU



| offer home visits to address
your footcare needs

Justine Oliver TCFCPdip, MCFH
FOOT CARE SERVICES

Treatments include:-
Nail trimming

Hard skin removal

Fully insured ~ Registered ~ DBS checked
o & calluses N ’ . | Foot Health Professional Association
Foot massage i _ : (R.F.H.P) No 3244951

Fungal nails & testing
Thickened nails
Diabetic foot care
Cracked heels
Verrucas qters,
Skin & footcare advice

07760 340119 or
justineoliver.fhp@gmail.com

RFHP S

freg,  BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL | [38TN1/DOG
) m.:i_,, 2. www.benendenpreschool.co.uk Walklng

Every Weekday in St George's Hall, by Benenden Cross-roads * Professional * Friendly Service
¢ Fully Insured e One-0ff or Regular

Small and friendly pre-school - Awarded 'Outstanding’ by Ofsted
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more!
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

Weekly ‘Sporty Tots’ session with qualified instructor JEFF TWORT
Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Full/half days/lunch clubs to suit your child’s needs &
Tel: 01580 241137  email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents

Established 1967  a Registered Charity No: 1027577 01580243174 / 07702137743

SPARES, REPAIRS,
SERVICING & NEW BUILDS

P BY A QUALIFIED &

INSURED MECHANIC.

Lt 3 £ =
‘ Y

WORKSH

N B

GILES CLARK

T: OI580 240202
M: O7968 181921
GILES(@THEBIKEWORKSHOP,COM
WWW. THEBIKEWORKSHOP.COM

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE

CALL:07958 081915 p;: b




Keeping a step ahead or carer to examine your Justine, who lives in
feet and toes, look out Rolvenden Layne,
of foot problems

N for trauma, cuts, sores, came to focus on
As a foot care practitioner, | come across many

discoloured skin or swelling, BRIeIIMeEIRRAVORZEIS
unhappy feet. Lockdown sadly brought more

) anything that isn’t ‘usual’. ago after many years

challenges for many of my clients, and feet . , .

Remember, anything that’s providing advanced
suffered through neglect. Basic nail trimming -,
‘ le is 2 difficult task and unrul not normal to you, isn’t beauty treatments.
or some people is a , "

) peop ] ] Y normal and should be Her study of nutrition

long nails can cause discomfort and pain, but . . ,

checked out immediately. included a focus on

To help with dry, cracked BRsIEISIS IS allelg)

skin, use a good moisturiser, [RaldI¥ls[SleRialS
o apply liberally and wear importance of looking
cotton socks and sleep in after feet and she
them; if you can’t tolerate found that she loved
4}‘;} socks at night, wear for a the specialisation.
few hours during the day. “There is a big need
This allows moisture to for professional foot
really penetrate and soften care, not just by the
hard skin. elderly, but by all ages
Athlete’s foot thrives in and particularly those
— damp, warm conditions, so that spend a lot of
there are a few tips and tricks you can do a daily wash is important, time on their feet.
yourself at home to help maintain good foot but always dry your feet | look after a lot of
health, particularly if you can’t get to see your after bathing, especially runners and workmen
foot health practitioner. between the toes, using a who suffer wearing
For sufferers with hard skin build-up and hair dryer if you can’t reach metal toe-capped
calluses, soak feet in warm water as often as down - fresh cotton socks boots all day.” she
you can - daily is ideal but certainly every daily will also help. says. Justine visits
few days. Add Epsom salts to the water as Add a dash of white clients in their homes
they soften the skin, ease pain related to vinegar to your foot bath and has been very
as this works as a mild busy through
exfoliator, helping with lockdown. “While
warts and calluses, while stressful in some
soaking for 15 to 20 cases, it's been very
minutes may help kill rewarding too as for
bacteria or fungi many of my clients
contributing towards foot | have often been
odour and athlete’s foot. the only person
Keep your feet elevated they have seen for

if you suffer with swollen many days.”

sl | feet /ankles, as this will

inflammation, have anti-fungal properties and can decrease pain and swelling - try to keep them

help relieve stress. Use a bucket or baking tray at the level of your heart. Lying on a couch

and soak your feet if you can’t get in the bath. with pillows under your feet is better than a
Feet should be checked daily, especially if chair and a foot stool - try to elevate feet for

you are diabetic or have a medical condition two to three hours a day.

that affects your heart or circulatory system, Justine Oliver TCFCP Dip, MCFH

or you lack mobility. Ask a friend, family member 07760 340119 justineoliver.fhp@gmail.com



qaxing leaking taps to complete kitchens &6

Pipes & Nails

e Home o Garden o
Property Maintenance
Plumbing & Handyman Service
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Local & Trusted
~We'll take care of your home ~

Dried Flower Petal Confetti
for Weddings and
Special Celebrations

Fast, local emergency help.
No job too small.
No call-out charge.

Chris Leach 07919 143755

Contact Brigitte leachfamilly@gmail.com

cascadeconfetti@gmail.com
Plummers Cottage, Halden Lane,
Benenden

www.pipesandnails.com

\ carpentry ~ paintwork repairs ~ fencing ~ patios ~ mowing ~ fr,

@

U8 ~ $20| 73 SJ00P ~ Sjood SulWIMS

OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, Hemsted cars
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE ) f al private hire
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES L . . . .
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY Providing private hire and taxi service
AND HAPPINESS from Benenden.

We offer a reliable, professional service

PEASMARSH PLACE For Brochure & Details including airport and station transfers,

courier service and
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 informative tours for visitors to the area

across Kent and Sussex.

Tnfessiona[and' Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked.

traditional upholsterers Contact us to discuss availability
and tariffs on:

T%@@ " ld Established 1975 -
dpholstery &7 " .
ost types of furniture

Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm re_t;{,ﬁo tere am{rﬁpam‘f 01580 242898 or 07707 242898

Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT o interi - .
, Stap A N1 Cushion interior replacement or visit our website

service, antialue restoration, f - .
/ . , or further information
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk stockists for DTY enthusiasts,
Tel: 01580 890055 extensive range of fabrics. www.hemstedcars.co.uk

Abigail Burrett MCIPD

Human Resource Business Services

07565 519727
E aburrett20@gmail.com
E www.abigailburrett.co.uk

m linkedin.com/in/abigail-burrett-mcipd-95287015b
i )

\ S A looki
A flexible approach to improving your garden . eb(I)‘EC:) g’toellln g (zlel\r,le% (fg
Free initial site visit = your HR?

I am a highly experienced fully qualified
Human Resources Consultant working for
- xSt over 13 years in various industries such
'ahnabellear@btinfernet.com - - as Education, Corporate, Healthcare,
Health and Safety and for local SMEs.

If you are looking to review your contracts or
want to know if your policies and procedures
are legally compliant and up to date or just
need good solid advice please get in touch!

Find me on Instagram @annabel_leargar&éns
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Burgundy 2019:
small but perfectly formed

Nick Hillman is one of the Benenden
community shop wine suppliers and is the CEO
of his own company Wineservice. Some of his
producers have presented their wines at the
Benenden wine tastings. Here he tells us about
Burgundy and the 2019 vintage.

The Burgundy winegrowing region, with its
unique heritage, is ideally situated just one hour
from Lyon and two hours from Paris. Since the
Middle Ages, it has been located on a primary
commercial axis linking Northern Europe with
the Mediterranean basin and an historical
trading route between the Rhone Valley and the
Paris basin.

Burgundy is 150km long and enjoys a climate
that is well-suited to vine cultivation.The
convergence of Mediterranean, continental and
oceanic influences plays a major role in the
aromatic richness and reputation of its wines.

The 2019 vintage was a unique and
changeable year that brought its own stresses
for a great many producers. Harvesting, however,
took place without a hitch and the wines are
promising, with freshness but an indulgent side
to boot, exceeding winemakers’ expectations.
Hearteningly, since the start of the 20th century,
every vintage that has ended with a ‘9’ has been
wonderful, and the only downside to this one is
the below-average volumes.

January was warm and dry, and after a cooler
spell in early February, things turned very warm,
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leading to a problematic early season, as the
region was badly affected by frost, with a sudden
cold burst from Siberia on 4-5 April. The
regional and village appellations were hit
particularly hard and Chassagne-Montrachet
fared worst, with 50-60% losses.

The flowering was difficult, strung out
through June, with the weather now windy and
cold.As well as some coulure (the failure of
grapes to ripen after flowering), there was quite
a lot of millerandage (variations in size and
maturity of grapes), so a very small crop was
always likely.

The rain continued until the end of June.The
skies then cleared and all temperature records
were broken, with peaks of 42 deg C. Despite
earlier excess rainfall, hydric stress was now the
fear, but crucially, unlike other very hot vintages
like 2003, the vines did not completely close
down, so phenolic ripening continued. Whilst
some growers continue to strip vines of some
of their leaves, those that encourage canopy
growth to act as an umbrella shade produced
the best results.

The grapes that entered the wineries in 2019
were perfectly ripe with great concentration,
but they were small with little juice, producing
a vintage of high quality and low volume.

If you would like to place an order for any
2019 Burgundy wines or ask any questions,
please contact:

Nick Hillman 01342 837333
sales@wineservice.co.uk
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Dealing with tricky situations
Probably the question I’'m most often asked
relates to areas where the soil is ‘tricky’. This
could be dry shade, it could be forever sandy
or you could be blessed with sticky clay whilst
sited on a flood plain! There are numerous
parameters to ‘problem soil’, but | watched a
brilliant programme once given by Carol Klein,
which turned any negative into a positive - or
you can read Beth Chatto on how she dealt
with difficult areas in the wilds of East Anglia.

Some
problems
will need
proper
addressing,
for example
a badly
drained
lawn or a
compacted
surface due
to past
vehicular access - for these, help from a
reputable contractor will be required and you
will find the difference immediately worthwhile.
Otherwise it is simply a matter of choosing the
right plants for the conditions.

| understand that looking it all up online can
be problematic. | often find conflicting advice
on plant heights and spreads, but mostly it’s the
soil requirements - how many times do | read
‘likes a free-draining soil’ for everything from
cherry laurel to roses! - so | would ditch the
internet and go straight for the book shelves.
My list would be Chatto, Christopher Lloyd (or
anyone from Dixter), any head gardener from a
large garden, plus Klein or Ursula Buchan. Sarah
Raven has good advice and | like Dan Pearson,
too, the trick being to read from someone who
has actually gardened for many years.

| have a problem area to deal with at a
client’s house in East Sussex. They have a bank
sloping at a 50-degree angle down to a pond
and the ground is sticky clay with numerous

boulders (presumably to act as break points).
My solution is to plant a bank of dogwoods,
with the intention that their creeping root
systems ‘knit’ together to form a stabilised
bank.There will then be pockets of soil for
any self-seeders such as primroses for spring
and any wild flowers that could fly in for the
summer.The dogwoods will love the moisture-
retention and look good even in winter.The
only problem | envisage will be how | scale
the site to plant, but | will have to work that
one out on the day.

If you have boggy ground then look to
marginal plants such as loosestrife or
something tough like a lysimachia. Dry shade
in rooty ground is best left to creeping ivies,
periwinkles or epimediums, or lily of the valley
and sweet woodruff if you can wait while they
slowly establish.

If you have constantly baked soil in a windy
site, desiccation could well be a problem, unless
you look
to coastal
gardens for
inspiration.
Santolinas,
sea kale,
verbenas,
low-growing
fleshy
sedums or
willowy
stipas will
all relish the conditions. Choose small plants,
preferably in 9cm pots, otherwise they could
be difficult to dig in amongst tree roots or into
the tough dry soil. Water in well, mulch and
keep checking on the moisture levels in their
first year, then they should be good to go.

Make the most of what your garden has to
offer and you will be rewarded with colour and
texture throughout the seasons.

Annabel Lear GARDENS
Planting . Design . Consultancy
07759 440922 annabellear@btinternet.com




A EK IS MERSAFRHING QUTSISE
PRIVATE HIRE @ . : ©UT‘®C
Every job is treated with a professional,
friendly and reliable service.

FIRST CLASS SERVICE
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles o
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

Long & short journeys

& courier service available Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured
Business accounts welcome W”I'am Sm|th
Tel: 01580 240713 T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232
Mobile: 07774 672 043 E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com www.everything-outside.co.uk

The Bull at Benenden. Est 1608

FlSh & Chip Hiday g pm-7.30 pm

A delicious fillet of fresh fish dipped
2 in beer batter served with pub chips,
~ my peas, tartare sauce & a wedge of fresh
4 lemon. £10.00 per person.
Please call or text
for available time slots. Thank you.

Call the pub on o1580 240 054 OR  Text Mark on 07849 162 754

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk ’EST Lambert

PROPERTY &F °Ster

PROFESSIONALS
FOR OVER 100 YEARS

RESIDENTIAL SALES & LETTINGS | REGISTERED VALUERS AUCTIONS | PLANNING
RURAL PROFESSIONALS | SITE PROMOTION & DEVELOPMENT | BUILDING SURVEYING

CRANBROOK OFFICE 01580 712 234

o IN ASSOCIATION WITH
Email. cranbrook@lambertandfoster.co.uk

OFFICES ALSO AT PADDOCK WOOD & MAYFIELD ,\/\\
(\Irics | gtz arlal propertymark bloomflelds

CHARTERED TOWN PLANNERS
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WINNER | RURAL

THE SUSTAINABILITY AND BLISINESS AWARDS
ENVIROMNMENTAL IMPACT
AWARD

THE OAK BARN, FRAME FARM

Above: Putting best feet forward: The Oak Barn, Frame Farm won the Sustainability and Environmental Impact Award at the

Rural Business Awards; Orla Feeley on one of her fundraising daily walks; Barbara Hare at 92 walking 100 miles for Sightsavers

Front cover: Vibrant after prolonged dormancy. Photograph: Amelia Thomas



