SHOWDROP CO@TAGE}
Puc'-lebury Slade,

READING, Berks,
RG76TH,

31. 8, 98.
Dear ¥rs, Farrison,

T have 1ived in the Slade sinece 1955 and knowins how interéstered I
am in the o014 ways ¥rs, Cairns gave me your letter to read. Tong ago a lady came to look
at Snowdron Cattarse, the thatehed nart was her CGrandmothers, so T wonder if the lady was
yon? The one mart whieh is four rooms is now Tiled, and ¥rs, Ruwbold who lived here
when we came still Tiwves here, the Yays owned it before, then wenk  to a property Behind
Peaches Stores. (Tongegrove), We have nut in Mod, Cons. & dinning room with hedroom akove
as we needed three bedrooms, So from a two un two down it makes it a three up three down
with one family, kefore keing one u» one down, one un with sort of landing Bedroom one
down,for two fanilies, T did not relieve Whatis my kitchen with Bedroom akove ti11 T
went to a muscum and saw whagt T ¢all a rick ladder, whieh was the way to hed,

N A1l the names you mention I have heard, you are rirht abkout Sis Froud nee Good
enough, her Wevnhew now lives at Eling Farm, his Wife Ann and their two Sons, one has moved
baek to Parsonage Farm fust alonz the Pange Valley,

Yowvins hack to the Slade, Joe Paulin lives at Beechlyn (top of the hill)
Morgan Prigegs at Cintra up the Green, Stan Green City Path, T believe there was a cottage
ealled Pear Traf in this area, but was taken down some timeaaf,

The butter you mention in the Sellwood Tlarder was made at olly Farm, a real
treat, T was lead to helieve, The Wed! at Ferndale is the one now under ¥rs, Cairns Cooker.
¥rs, Ti1 Sellwood told me her Father (a Fisher) would not have any other water than from
®1in? Johns Well So eaeh day they had to go along Svring vath andld as you say some used
a Yoke for carrving, Tt is stil) a good well and wew would use it in an emergency, rather
than the one we have at Snowdro», we wse it to water the garden.,Phere are no Septiec tanks
draining down the hill on the Common,

Yrs, Mary Paulin her Hushand,K 8id, Ti1 and Pert Sellwood, Kate Paulin and her
huskand know as Furzy Pamlin are all buried in the Upper Common Cementry, T attended all th
their funerals, I think ¥rs, Briggs and her Huskand George are There Too. When the Tipscomb
1eft, what was the Sellwoods eoffftge where Janet and Mazel were born, Mrs, ®riggs pulled it
down, her Son In Lawi Brother of Stan Built a zarare and she used it as we used to use
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the 014 washhoases, ( a very}yrmud lady was ¥rs., B,) Mow a ¥rs, Addis lives there she has =
)

made several echanges, PBut it sti11 has only two kedrooms.

¥rs, PButler hd Mrs, Cairns Cottage wheawe came here, krefore that she rented
the eottage the other side of the Chanel (now ealled Slade Cottage) A room was always kept
for thhe owner, kut I cannot rememker thre name, but I expect it %s one vyou mention,

Raeck to Snowdrep What was your Grandmothers name?, T think it is the name I Hm
nave tried {tadi~~ out, We hourht the cottage from Bernard Fisher, he had decided to sell
having moved Yrs, Yora Pooker to & nrome rty they owned in Yewkury, ¥rs, Hole who owned the
Tudor Cafe'e in Wewkury Had had it as a weekend home hefore this and my Hushand was krought

to visit as his Aunt was a fried of ¥rs, Tole ( 1297°8) He d4id not rememser it, the walk
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sver the Common, He was fourteen vears of are, The Fishers were here hefore this and
?'\

T thi-% Berard was kor~ herc, Then Dad fisher built Fayeroft Pernard built Tyndhurst
when he got married, he had kought the Tand at Hongoods green.
M oent) 002

You Celia Millson, her hushand to7d me he served his Annrentieeship under the
Fishers i~ the kig shed whdch is still here, T have an idea the two daughters were of the
Plymouth Brethren, They went to live on the Cold Ash road, Molly Dennis as she was has neee
recently gone to live at Shaw, »ut Shelia Kent (nee Dénnis) still lives at Tuffets, Turners
Green, she looks after the Charmel, she has Two Sons and a daughter. The seecond cottage
un from tre sreen i~ the Slade has heen 2ltered a Jot, Tt was the HWook with ¥r, and Mrs,
®rewer i~ residence till he died, then she left, ¥y Zoats lived in the meadow it ®eing
a water meadow fn17 of wild flowers they loved all the different herks etee,, Now alfas
a1l rone, it is gra-ed by a rorse,Joe Paulin has Grandebildren now who live a very differen
1ife Eut the Slade weaves natterns bretween neonle that have strange turninggand the
mystie of it 21l is T fi~d vneobhle tmmn up in all sorts of places that have had
acsoeiagions with it, My Godmother had visited Pucklehury to see friends manymany years pe
wefore we ecame here, You live in Wores, We lived at Great Witley for two years mefore
we came to Perkshire, it took us fowr vears to find Snowdrop and thought we would not be
akle to Pny it, it d4id not reaech its reserve noriee, frs, Tivnscom® told me the house Keeper
of one of tre meonle wenld ~ot come to such an isolated »lace, Tomg gone are those days
of pony and travm rides to Wewkury. though Joe Paulin comes back up the Slade with the
1ittle cart all rikkons and kows having taken the Bride to Church, CGeorge Tailey was
sti11 workine at Turners Green that is how T come to have plates and Bowls, His Pow
TS
E;Z;e and T Believe his hut is at Whight Knights Bark, Reading Yuseum.

I =ust tyne this Tetter so trat voun ecan rad it, I am still rememkering things,
Fddie was Stan CGreens krother maidf to ®etty Priggs, Fazel Seilwood had the curved spine
T was tolé her Motler Ti1 Selwood fell down the stairs at the cottage., Tt was an awkward st
stair. Yrs, Addis's shairs are fiust as dangerous to come down., Fazel died when we had
the Fige outkreat, Tanet has two Crandchildren her Daughter Josenhine married a koy from
®rightwei? come Sotwell, T do not know akout the two Sons, Put Janet still lives near the §
®1ade Rone, Chane’ Row,

I peally must ston my Huskand has come haek from Pird Watching so it is on with $

the kreaxfast,

Yours si-cerely,
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