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HAZLERIGG PARISH COUNCIL 

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 27th November 
2025 at HAZLERIGG VILLAGE MEMORIAL HALL 

Present: Councillors Locke (Chair), Barbour, Down, Fairley & Garbett. 

In attendance: 4 residents, Cllr Colin Ferguson, 2 Northumbria Police Officers & Ali 
Lamb (Clerk) 

AGENDA 

Item Action 
1. Welcome and apologies 
Cllr Locke welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Avaei. 
 

 

6. Police Matters 
The Parish Council were pleased to welcome Beat Managers Adam & Jordan from 
the local Neighbourhood Policing Team. 
The Officers introduced themselves and invited questions and comments from the 
meeting. A Parish Councillor mentioned the congregation of young people in the bus 
stop and in the park who were engaging in anti-social behaviours. The Officers said 
that they were aware of the issue and agreed to increase patrols. They noted that the 
Team were on duty till midnight every night and encouraged residents to continue to 
report concerns. 
A resident raised concerns about offensive graffiti in the A1 underpass. The Officers 
said they were aware of this issue also and were investigating. A parish Councillor 
said that they had reported the graffiti to Highways England, both Local Authorities 
and to NCC’s EPIC Team who deal with Community Safety issues. 
A resident also raised concerns for a rough sleeper in the village who had been seen 
sleeping in the bus stop and other locations around the village. The Officers 
encouraged such matters too be reported either through the police’s website or by 
ringing 101. 
It was also acknowledged that the spate of door trying in the village had been tackled 
and arrests made, thanks to the vigilance of residents reporting and submitting 
doorbell footage. 
Cllr Locke thanked the Officers for their attendance. 
 
Reported Crime Statistics – September 2025 
6 crimes were reported according to the Northumbria Police Crime map website from: 

- Coach Lane – 1 x other crime 
- Lieven Street – 1 x violence or sexual offense. 
- Charles Street – 1 x anti-social behaviour. 
- Ryall Avenue - 1 x public order offense. 
- Matfen Avenue – 1 x burglary. 
- North View – 1 x violence or sexual offense. 
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2. Minutes of the meeting held on 30th October 2025 were agreed and signed by 
Cllr Locke. 
 

 

3. Matters Arising not otherwise on the agenda 
Bus Services – residents noted that for 2 days consecutively, the 9.3 am bus had not 
been running without explanation or any warning. A resident had missed a hospital 
appointment as a result. A complaint had been made to Arriva. There was also an 
issue of buses changing numbers and hence their route mid journey leading to 
residents having to make long walks from Seaton Burn to Hazlerigg. 
Action – raise these concerns with the MP. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Cllr 

Locke 
 

4. Issues raised by residents 
New footpath through Havannah – A resident asked when the path will be opened.  
Action – chase up with NGP staff. 
 
Abandoned wheelie bins – A resident noted the number of bins that were left out all 
the time in back lanes and on the grass verge on the main road. Cllr Locke said that 
this was an ongoing issue that the parish council had been pursuing with NCC. Last 
year, letters had been sent out by NCC reminding residents of their responsibilities. It 
was noted that NCC were reluctant to remove these bins because they didn’t know 
who they belonged to. 
It was also noted that NCC have a repair service for damaged bins if the owner can 
be identified. 
Action – Cllr Locke encouraged residents and Parish Councillors to report 
abandoned bins to NCC. 
 
Fly tipping – A resident asked if there had been any enforcement action taken against 
the perpetrators of the fly tipping they had reported. It was noted that the parish 
council had not heard anything about this. 
 
Action – Cllr Locke agreed to chase up the above and said that HPC would make a 
Freedom of Information Request to NCC about incidents of fly tipping and 
enforcement action in the village. 
 

 
 

Cllr 
Locke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Cllr 
Locke 

5. Actions / updates from Ward Councillors  
None 
 

 

7. Correspondence 
Updates, newsletters and circulars – Community Action Northumberland; Northern 
Gas Networks; National & Northumberland Associations of \local Councils; Waste & 
Resources Action Programme; Newcastle Parks Forum. 
 
To and from NCC –  

- A response to the Brunton Quarry Planning Application has been sent in on 
behalf of HPC. 
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- The Parish Council have been invited to respond to a consultation on proposed 
changes to NCC’s Council Tax Support Scheme – the closing date is 28/12/25. 
Action – circulate to all Parish Councillors. 

- Consultation on ‘Help Shape our Play Spaces’ – closing date 12/12/25 – NB. 
none of the locations are in or near our parish. 

- Consultation on In-post lockers planning application. It was noted that there 
were arguments both for and against the lockers, but they did provide a good 
amenity for residents, the issue seems to be their location and whether or not 
there is a better one.  
Action – HPC to encourage residents to send comments to Planning Control. 

- Tree inspections – reply received from NCC Tree Officer advising that 
inspections are cyclical across the city and maintenance action is dependent 
on the outcome of the inspection. NCC do not reduce the height of trees 
routinely. One resident said that trees were interfering with their internet and 
telephone lines – they were advised of the NCC Tree Policy and asked to 
report any issues to Open Reach. The resident advised that they would be 
asking Open Reach to cut back the trees. 

- Updates received following the 01/09/25 meeting with NGP and Planning. 
- Letter sent to NCC about herras fencing, tree damage and construction waste 

in Havannah Nature Reserve. 
Other –  

- Airport consultative Committee meeting papers for 02/12/25 
- Banks Group – West Brunton planning application update and availability of 

community funding. 
- Consultation on Northumberland CC’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy – 

closes 09/01/26 
- Hugo Fox joining instructions information. 
 

Action – The proposed closure of Hazlewood Primary School was discussed. It was 
agreed to write to the MP about the proposed closure and the implications for 
residents. 
 

 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr 
Locke 

 
8. Financial Matters 

Cllr Barbour referred to a paper previously circulated about the projections for the 
parish council’s financial commitments for 2026 / 27. She recommended that there 
was no increase in the precept next year given the cost-of-living crisis and advised 
that any surplus from the current financial year could be rolled forward for projects 
next year, but the parish would have to look at more fundraising and initiatives such 
as reclaiming VAT in the future. 
Decision – it was agreed that the precept should remain at its current level. 
 
A resident asked how the precept was set and why the amount was greater than other 
parishes in the city. Cllr Barbour said that a budget was set by calculating all the costs 
that the parish had in a year – clerk’s salary, support for the community centre, 
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insurance, and membership of representative bodies. The relatively low number of 
properties in the parish was also discussed as a factor and the pending adoption of 
Havannah Park into Hazlerigg Parish Council’s boundary following a Community 
Governance Review in 2026. 
It was noted that other parishes, as well as a larger council tax base, had income 
sources from land and property they might own and from developer contributions if 
they had a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
A resident raised the easement agreement which the Parish Council had reached with 
Barrett Homes about High Ridge noting the potential income of £10k relating to the 
Brunton Quarry development. Cllr Barbour explained that the Parish will only receive 
this money if the development goes ahead and it will be earmarked for the 
maintenance of High Ridge. 
 
The Clerk’s salary review and back pay were agreed. 
 
Payments authorised: 

- Hazlerigg Community Centre - £3,900 
- Clerk - £179.30 
- HMRC - £44.80 

 
9.  Environment, Planning & Highways 

 
Parish Council draft policies on Planning Applications, Environmental; Bio-
diversity Duty & Action Plan – parish councillors agreed that the drafts were well 
written and informative and that should all be adopted. 
The policy papers are to be posted on the website. 
 
Memorial Bench – Councillor Fairley noted that there was someone locally who 
would install the bench but recommended that there should be some consultation first 
– on the village FB page, by notices in the shops and on the website. 
A resident asked who would maintain the bench and if it would be used. It was noted 
that the bench would a low maintenance recycled plastic one and that a seat 
previously in that location (opposite the One Stop shop) had been well used.  
 
Location of a new connecting footpath – it was agreed that a drop-in public 
engagement session would be arranged to garner public feedback about the path’s 
route – potentially in the first week of February. 
 
Grass cutting agreement – the draft agreement will be emailed to the contractor for 
comment. 
 
Litter -  
Draft Litter picking risk assessment – agreed and to be published on the website. 
 
It was noted that the Love Where You Live initiative has contacted the Community 
Centre and had been referred to the Inspire Youth Group. A contact for Amanda 
Turnbull was shared with the Clerk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 

Clerk 
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The issue of the Salvation Army clothes recycling bin fire was raised, and that One 
Stop have requested additional collections to minimise the amount of clothes left on 
the street next to the bin. It was noted that the Salvation Army had also asked about 
siting a charity collection bin near the Centre but there were concerns about littering 
issues arising from such bins. 
A parish councillor asked if HPC had been informed about how much waste had been 
collected from the electricals skip collection in September. It was agreed that the 
Clerk would try to find out. 
 
Traffic Management –  
A resident reported that they had seen the Community Centre’s van speeding through 
the village. The Centre volunteers agreed to investigate. 
The Community Centre continue to have issues with unloading and are unhappy with 
NCC’s response to their request for loading facilities within the bus stop. 
Action – HPC will write to the MP. 
It was also noted that there are delays to the actions outlined at the meeting with our 
Traffic Management Engineer earlier in the year due to the delays in the map-based 
traffic orders system being installed. 
 
Planning – covered under correspondence. 
 
Playground improvements – we are waiting for replacement of the swings removed 
from the park – Cllr Fairley has a contact and correspondence from NCC. 
 
Newcastle Great Park – covered under correspondence. 
 
Elliot Walk – progress with the proposed double yellow lines is caught up in the map-
based system delays. The planting plan for Elliot Walk has not been received, the 
Clerk was asked to enquire with the Tree Officer about this. 
 
High Ridge – the planting plan for High Ridge has not been received – the Clerk was 
asked to enquire about this. 
Cllr Barbour agreed to ask Banks about funding for the High Ridge sign. 
 
Orchard – 
Ward Grant funding has been received to pay for the new orchard sign (on show at 
the meeting) which will be mounted on the Community Centre wall. 
3 new trees have been planted in the orchard - 2 to replace the failed ones and 1 new 
one – there are 11 trees in total now. 
 
Brunton Quarry – the Clerk was asked to find out when the application will be heard 
at Planning Committee. 
 
Havannah – it was confirmed that the Estates Manager for Parks has accepted the 
invitation to the January HPC meeting on 22/01/26. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Cllr 
Fairley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 

Clerk 
 

Cllr 
Barbour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

10. Other issues raised by Councillors. 
None 
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Next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 22 January 
2025 at Hazlerigg Community Centre at 6pm. 

 


