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09 December 2025  

 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

Sea Link Development Consent Order 

Notice of proposed changes to the Sea Link development consent order including changes to the 
area of land which would be subject to compulsory acquisition 

Infrastructure Planning (Compulsory Acquisition) Regulations 2010 

Following acceptance of our DCO application (reference EN020026), we have continued to undertake 
technical and survey work, along with continued engagement with stakeholders.  The majority of our plans 
for Sea Link remain unchanged.  However, we consulted in October/November 2025 on five proposed 
changes to National Grid Electricity Transmission’s (NGET) proposals for Sea Link, a new primarily offshore 
2 gigawatt high voltage network reinforcement between Suffolk and Kent.  

We submitted our application for a DCO to the Planning Inspectorate on Thursday 27 March 2025, which 
was accepted for Examination on Wednesday 23 April 2025. The Examination of our application by an 
Examining Authority appointed by the Secretary of State began on Wednesday 5 November 2025 and is 
ongoing. 

Since submitting the DCO application, we have undertaken supplementary technical and survey work and 
continued engagement with stakeholders. As a result of this ongoing work and dialogue, we are proposing is 
proposing to incorporate five design changes into our proposals.  

National Grid notified the Planning Inspectorate of these proposed changes on 16 September 2025, 
following which it held a targeted public consultation with stakeholders (such as local authorities, parish 
councils and properties in the vicinity of the proposed changes). 

On Wednesday 26 November 2025, National Grid submitted a Change Request to the Secretary of State 
(via the Examining Authority). The Change Request included details of five proposed changes which are 
outlined below. The Change Request can be viewed on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: national-
infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020026.  

As part of the Change Request, additional compulsory acquisition powers are sought (in relation to land 
outside of the current Order Limits) or the proposed changes comprised in the Change Request will involve 
different or new types of rights being sought in relation to land within the current Order Limits of the DCO 
Application for the proposed changes set out below.  In accordance with the Infrastructure Planning 
(Compulsory Acquisition) Regulations 2010, we are providing notice of the request for compulsory 
acquisition powers in relation to additional land. 

Proposed Changes 

Change to access at the Hoverport, Kent 

Our original application proposes that we use one of the existing hoverport ramps to access and leave the 
intertidal area, the area above water level at low tide and underwater at high tide. Recent surveys in August 
2025 showed the saltmarsh has now expanded further into the intertidal area (the area above water at low 
tide and underwater at high tide) than previously recorded and now comes close to the original access 
ramp.   

Saltmarsh is important for wildlife and National Grid is therefore committed to minimising harm as far as 
possible. Saltmarsh is a dynamic coastal habitat, and the extent of the habitat can change as a result of 
natural coastal events. The existing saltmarsh may not be present in its current location during construction, 
operation and maintenance of the hoverport.   

https://www.nationalgrid.com/
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To minimise impacts on the saltmarsh, the width of the area for access from the hoverport to the intertidal 
area within the Order Limits is being extended to provide flexibility in the route that vehicles will take to 
access the intertidal area. There would be no additional vehicles accessing the area as a result of this 
change nor would a greater area be affected as only one route would be utilised. The change will mean 
there will be no significant impacts on saltmarsh from driving vehicles to access the intertidal area during 
construction, operation and maintenance.    

Change to the Limits of Deviation Works Plan at Friston (Kiln Lane) substation, Suffolk  

The substation where the Sea Link project will connect already has approval under Scottish Power 
Renewables’ (SPR) wind farm projects and National Grid is working closely with SPR on the design of the 
substation. The aim is for this substation to be constructed by National Grid under the SPR consents. 

However, at present National Grid does not have consent to construct this substation and it is necessary for 
National Grid to have these powers to deliver Sea Link. Therefore, the substation is also included in the Sea 
Link project. 

The SPR consents includes greater flexibility for the location of the substation than was proposed in the 
Works Plans for Sea Link.  This is leading to difficulties in the development of coordinated plans.   

Therefore, we are proposing to expand the area within which the substation can be constructed to align with 
SPR’s plans. This will not increase the size of the substation.  

This proposed change makes plans easier to understand for local people and stakeholders and helps 
National Grid and SPR create consistent landscaping and drainage plans.   
 
Minor Change to the Order Limits East of Friston, Suffolk 

After our initial plans were submitted, further archaeological surveys continued which identified a potential 
Neolithic hengiform monument in July 2025. This feature was initially considered to potentially be of high 
significance so we proposed to move the cable route to avoid it. We looked at other ways (like drilling 
underneath the henge), but these could still risk damaging the henge, so were rejected.   

Further geophysical survey of the landscape around the possible henge feature was completed in October 
2025 and indicated that the feature is not a henge, but some kind of animal enclosure. This also considered 
that the feature is not of national significance.  

As a result of the further survey and subsequent discussions with heritage stakeholders, and to ensure the 
additional rights sought are necessary and proportional, National Grid has reduced the proposed extension 
to the Order limits in this area. This removes the option of routeing the cable and haul road to the west of the 
feature .We have also retained the area of the feature itself and immediate surroundings to enable full 
excavation of the feature should the original cable route and haul route be retained. This approach is 
supported by Historic England and the County Archaeologist.  

Benhall Railway Bridge, Suffolk  

We are proposing to include additional highway land within our DCO application around Benhall Railway 
Bridge, on the B1121. 

The bridge has a weight limit (46 tonnes), which is fine for most construction vehicles but would mean that 
the bridge may need strengthening to cater for approximately 15 closures of the bridge to accommodate the 
very heavy loads (like transformers and cranes) needed for the project.   

Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk Council raised concerns that this area was not in the Order limits 
and asked National Grid to make it clear how works would be consented and consulted upon with the local 
highway authority. Suffolk County Council also questioned whether National Grid could consider repairing 
the bridge rather than installing a temporary overbridge for the movements. 
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At our recent consultation, we proposed three options for strengthening the bridge: installation of a ‘mini-
bridge’, minor works to repair the bridge, or installation of a semi-permanent overbridge structure. We also 
proposed to include an adjacent field within our order limits for a temporary construction compound.  

However, a planning application for new housing on this land has since been approved, and landowners and 
some neighbouring residents raised concerns about the use of the field for a compound.  

In response to consultation feedback and progression of the planning application our Change Request only 
includes the ‘mini-bridge’ and repair options. The semi-permanent overbridge structure and use of an 
additional field for a compound no longer featuring in our plans. 

Increase in area for maintenance of a new hedge to south of B1119, Suffolk  

We propose to widen the strip of land south of the B1119 (near Fristonmoor Lane in Suffolk) to give more 

space to plant a proposed new hedge and provide space to maintain the new hedge and an existing ditch. 

The slightly wider strip of land would provide more space to maintain the existing ditch and the proposed 

hedgerow itself.  

Next steps 

If you have any comments about the proposed changes, you can make a representation to the Planning 
Inspectorate. Any representation relating to the Change Request must be submitted on a registration form. 

The registration and Relevant Representation form will be made available by the Planning Inspectorate on 
the relevant page for the DCO application via the Planning Inspectorate’s dedicated Sea Link page: national-
infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020026. 

Alternatively, you can request a hard copy of the form by telephoning 0303 444 5000. A completed hard 
copy form to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate by the deadline referred to below and should be sent 
to: The Planning Inspectorate, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN.  

The period for making a relevant representation in relation to the Change Request starts on Tuesday 9 
December 2025 and will end at 23:59 on Monday 19 January 2026. Please note that any submitted 
representations to the Planning Inspectorate will be published.   

I hope the above information is of use. If you have further questions or would like to discuss any aspect of 
the project in more detail, please contact the project team by emailing contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com or 
by calling 0808 134 9569.  

Your faithfully,  
 
 
Seb Stevens  
Senior Project Manager   
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