Relocation of Adult Learning Centre in Gravesend
 
 
 
Gravesend Adult Learning Centre has relocated to the New Beginnings Learning Centre .
This move is part of KCC’s wider redesign of adult education across the county. This follows a significant cut of £521,000 to Kent’s adult education budget and new national rules that that limit the use of government funding to courses focused on helping people gain skills for work.
Cllr Beverley Fordham , KCC’s Cabinet Member for Education and Skills said “ We remain fully committed to providing high quality adult education courses for people in Gravesend and across Kent . While the way we deliver some of our courses in changing , our focus remains the same – supporting residents to gain the skills they need for work, wellbeing, and personal growth” 
For more information about the changes in Gravesend ,visit www.kentadulteducation.co.uk
 
 
Major Step Closer to International Train Services 
 
 
For 30 years there has been no competition on the international rail route and Kent has felt the impact.
Eurostar withdrew services from Ashford and Ebbsfleet in 2020 ,leaving communities disconnected.
More that 82,000 people backed a local campaign organised by Bring Back European Trains.
 
The ruling on October 30th changes that, as the Office of Rail and Road announced that Virgin Trains will be granted access to Temple Mills International Depot.
The ORR’s decision now has the potential to
1 – Unlock a huge and much needed boost for local businesses and tourism.
2- Enable the government to deliver on the promise made when High Speed One was built
3- Provide a direct route to Europe for Kent’s residents and businesses, without having to leave the county to board a train that then passes back through Kent.
KCC Leader Linden Kemkaren said “ The ORR has made the right decision which I wholeheartedly welcome. Their decision paves the way for competition – competition that has made clear its ambition to serve Kent again. It is a clear message that Kent matters and that our international stations have a vital role to play in the future of cross channel rail. There is a clear economic case for stopping in Kent – we have so much to offer visitors ,and the benefits for local businesses and communities are huge.
The event we held last month was about sending a loud and clear message to government ,operators and the ORR. Kent is ready. Our voice has finally been heard . Kent’s residents and businesses can be assured that we will keep on pushing to make sure Kent is front and centre in the next stage. The people of Kent deserve to be connected and today we are a step closer “
 
 
Visit to East Kent Dover College
 
 
On 30th October I was invited , along with Cllr James Defriend of Dover Town to attend this vibrant and innovative facility in Maison Dieu Rd ,Dover.
We had a tour of the workshops offering training courses for young people in car mechanics, engineering ,hairdressing and catering. I had the pleasure of seeing young students busy and enthusiastically learning lifelong skills under the tutorship of committed tutors.
The college works hard to find work experience placements for the students with local trades and businesses. If you or your residents can offer a placement to mentor a young person, please contact EKC Dover College at 01304 244332 or email dover@eastkent.ac.uk
An Open Day on Monday 24th November 4pm to 7pm is planned for students to tour the campus ,speak to industry expert tutors, and explore the facilities at a College rated ‘ Outstanding’ by Ofsted .

