SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 12th JANUARY 2026 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7PM

Present:	Cllrs S Shears, A Newman, J Dobbs, P Gower, G Walker

Chair:		Cllr C Legg

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also present:  No members of the public present.

1.	 To accept apologies for absence

25.96	Apologies had been received from Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes as she has an Audit & Governance Committee meeting at Dorset Council and Cllr Di Tucker (illness).

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

25.97	Cllr Legg declared an interest on Item 9(a) Dollens Farm as this is his planning application. No other interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

3.	To approve the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 10th November 2025 

25.98	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Shears proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

4.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only 

25.99	There were no matters arising not covered by the agenda.

5.	Chairman’s Report 

25.100	 Nothing to report.

6.	Democratic Period 

25.101	No members of the public present. 

7.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.102	Cllr Haynes was unable to attend the meeting but her latest report had been included with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
	 
8.	Finance 

25.103	To agree retrospective and current payments 

	The following payments were requested:
	
	Hugo Fox			Web hosting November 2025				  11.99
	Hugo Fox			Email hosting November 2025			  20.99
	County Town			Wood for village green fence		BACS033	597.36
	HMRC				December 2025 PAYE		BACS034	  50.60
	A Crocker			December 2025 salary			BACS035	226.68
	Sydling Village Hall		November hall hire			BACS036	  12.00
	A Banks			Mower fuel				BACS037	  25.60
	M Peach			Repairs to play equipment		BACS038	  90.00
	Lloyds				Account charges 10/11 – 9/12/25			    4.25
	Hugo Fox			Web hosting December 2025				  11.99
	Hugo Fox			Email hosting December 2025			  20.99
	HMRC				January 2026 PAYE			BACS039	  50.80
	A Crocker			January 2026 salary			BACS040	219.05

	Total amount requested from the Precept: £1,342.30.

	Cllr Shears proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Legg and agreed unanimously.

25.104	To approve the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

	Copies of both reports had been issued with the agenda. Both were accepted and approved. 

25.105	To consider the budget for 2026/27 

	A draft proposal had been issued with the agenda. Discussion took place and some figures amended. Cllr Walker proposed the precept is set at £12.535. This was seconded by Cllr Gower and agreed unanimously. A copy of the budget is available on the Parish Council website.

9.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree any action necessary

25.106	Planning 
	
	P/FLU/2025/07175	Wardon Hill Business Park – erect steel framed extension to existing building to have 1 sectional overhead door and 1 personnel door	

	No objections were raised. 

	P/FUL/2025/06006	Dollens Farm – Installation of slurry storage bag, slurry separator, reception pit and associated infrastructure 

	No objections were raised. 

25.107	Play Park 

	To consider the purchase of new play park equipment  - Cllr Walker spoke to Huck Nets to see if the equipment was available. They are going to check on installation costs to see if it can come in on a budget of £8-£10k. The photographs will be resent. There will be some costs incurred relating to the type of surface installation. Cllr Walker will draw up some costs for purchase, delivery, installation and surfacing. Volunteers could be used to assist with the surfacing and installation. 

25.108	Footpaths 

To consider the finger post repairs and agree costings – Cllr Gower reported that it would be possible to repair the post at the mini green. In addition, rather than having cast letters, they could be three-D printed. This would mean the letters would cost 20p each instead of £6 each. He suggested that a 3D printer could be purchased for the village and, over time, any work could then be charged out to cover the cost of the printer. Some more information will be acquired regarding the 3D printer or there may be someone in the village who has a machine that would be happy to help. 

The three fingers for the mini green post would cost £165 and may be covered by a grant from CPRE but, possibly, only if the posts are done to their specific standards. Cllr Gower will check this. The new post can be purchased immediately and put in place. ACTION: CLLR GOWER


Dorset Council have said the wooden fingerposts could be provided at a cost of £200 to £500 from a company in Devon called Wildwork, but would then have to be fitted. Cllr Gower identified twenty posts that needed to be replaced but suggested doing three or four a year. He will identify the first four to be done within the village. ACTION: CLLR GOWER


25.109	Police, Traffic and Rights of Way 

A copy of the most recent Police report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted.

25.110	Trees 

The tree work in the play park and on the village green has now been undertaken. The amount of work undertaken to the play park trees will be checked as there seemed to be very little taken off and a resident has questioned why more was not removed. ACTION: CLERK

	 
25.111	Flooding 

Cllr Walker contacted everyone who might have riparian responsibilities with details of what was expected of them and various contact details for the Environment Agency, etc. He has spoken to several residents who have expressed concern regarding possible flooding and is in contact with the Environment Agency regarding requests for flood boards. One of the main problems is that people drive too fast through the flood water along the main street and cause more problems. Highways have provided two ‘Flood’ and ‘Slow’ signs which will be deployed when necessary. 

The Village Hall Committee have confirmed that some sand bags can be stored at the village hall for ease of access when needed. 

10.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.112	 Nothing to add. 

11.	To consider the model IT Policy 

25.113	A draft of the policy had been issued with the agenda. It was felt that the policy is far too long and largely irrelevant. It will be reviewed and brought back to a later meeting. 

12.	Items for the next meeting 

25.114	 - Telephone box – What we going to do with it? It was suggested the village is asked what they would like to do with it. Cllr Newman will put something out on the Informer and it will be included in the meeting report for the Chalk Stream. 
	- The roads were not gritted during the recent freeze and, as a result, the school buses struggled getting out of the village. It was noted that there are grit bins on the hills but it is down to motorists to spread the grit. 

13.	Date of the next meeting 

25.115	The next meeting will be held on Monday 9th March 2026.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.05hrs.
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Signed: ………………………………………….		Dated: ………………………………………
