Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held at 7pm on Tuesday 3rd June 2025 at the Village Hall

Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks
Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

	25.63
	Member Absences - Cllr Wright and Cllr Betts

	25.64
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest - None 


	25.65
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 6th May 2025
Those present at the meeting unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting for the above dates were an accurate record, and the Chair signed a copy.

	25.66
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks was not in attendance, his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/

District Councillor Nick Hardingham read out his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/
Cllr Emberson highlighted the unsatisfactory service received from the planning and enforcement department at MSDC.  He asked Cllr Hardingham to raise the issue in future council meetings.

Cllr Morley inquired about when the Taxi Bus service would be operational, noting that notices are already displayed in the village and the information is needed for the P&PP. Cllr Hardingham will investigate and report back.


	25.67
	Contributions by Members of the Public – none


	25.68

25.68.1











25.68.2

25.68.3





	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications
DC/25/02305 | Application under S73 for the Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of DC/22/04978 Dated 22/02/2023 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) To vary Condition 9 (Prior to Commencement of Development - Contamination) | Red House Barn Mickfield Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5LT – no comment

DC/25/00968 | Householder application - Erection of single storey front, side and rear extensions (following demolition of existing extensions/porch). Extension to existing garage including external staircase to provide room above. Re-siting of existing oil tank. | 3 Quoits Meadow Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DE – members were neutral with this application.  However, noted a resident’s concern and suggest the planning officer to take these concerns into account

Decision Notices - none

Other planning matters
Noted that Stonham Barns continue to breach planning applications, that have been refused by the enforcement department.  Cllr Emberson continues to wait for a response from his stage 2 complaint.
Members would like to invite Arthur Charvonia and Philip Isbell to the September meeting – action for Clerk


	25.69

25.69.1







25.69.2
	Finance

Authorisation of payments – were agreed and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Emberson and Mullings:
Clerk salary for April £224.02
Clerk office expenses for printing £1.79
ICO subscription £52.00
Peter Emberson padlocks for SID £21.30
Westcotec battery for SID £109.80
Stonham Aspal Village Hall hire £120.00

Review and approve of the Asset Register – members agreed the Asset Register as at 29th May 2025


	25.70

25.70.1

25.70.2



25.70.3






25.70.4

	Governance 

Audit update for 2024/25 – members acknowledged the report and recommendations to consider.

To approve and sign the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2024/25 – Cllr Emberson read out section to members and along with section 2 were unanimously agreed by those in attendance and signed by the Chair and Clerk.  Clerk to submit documents to external auditor – action for Clerk

To review and approve the following for 2025/26
i. Standing Orders – approved by members
ii. Financial Regulations – approved by members
iii. Risk review – it was suggested to contact the auditor and ask whether the PC should set the severity risk and whether the play equipment should be listed – action for Clerk
iv. Online Banking Policy – approved by members

Acceptance of Office form for Cllr Emberson and Morley – respective forms for Chair and Vice-Chair signed by Cllr Emberson and Morley


	25.71

25.71.1


25.71.2

	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan by Cllr Morley – information on the Taxi Bus should be included, but this is contingent on the outcome from action point 25.66 assigned to Cllr Hardingham.

Recreation ground by Cllr Betts – Cllr Betts was absent.  It was noted the inspection logs need updating – action for Cllr Betts and Clerk


	25.72
	Gov.uk domain – members agreed not to change domain at this time.


	25.73
	To discuss and consider submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding: Application received from Stonham Aspal Football Club.  Currently, their only income comes from player subscriptions, which cover kit costs. They have received funding from MSDC and Sports Suffolk to rent pitches for three years until returning to Stonham Aspal. The items requested in their application are essential to help them establish operations and generate income through a bar and social events. They may seek additional funding later for other items.
There are concerns that no current team members are from Stonham Aspal, raising questions about how the pavilion will benefit the parish and how local residents can access the facilities. Although there are no local players at present, a youth team—including a girls' team—is proposed. Plans include installing gates for ground security, and Stonham Barns agreeing to sponsor the team kits. The facilities are intended to complement, not compete with, the village hall and may support community events such as the annual summer fête.
The first tranche of CIL funding will be provided on the condition that it supports the local community. Any further funding will depend on whether this commitment is upheld.
It was suggested that they advertise in the community council magazine to raise awareness and engagement.
Cllr Emberson was excluded from voting due to connections to the Football Club.  All other members in attendance approved this application – action for the Clerk to make contact and arrange payment.


	25.74
	To discuss and consider funding for the village church
The Parish Council may consider funding specific church-related elements, such as graveyard or cemetery maintenance, and potentially hedge maintenance. Cllr Emberson will contact the probation office to explore the possibility of using their services.

	25.75
	Cutting of the hedge on The Street, near to the Ten Bells pub
Members were unclear about which hedge was being referred to; the issue may already be resolved. It will be revisited if necessary.
 

	25.76

	To note any communications
· Approved CIL funding application for Stonham Aspal Football Club
· Governance update
· Audit outcome
· CIL application reminder with a deadline of 1st July for consideration on 2nd September


	25.77
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting – Clerk to contact Debenham Shed to see if they would assist with fixing the parish notice boards – action for Clerk  


	25.78
	Agreed proposed date of next meeting on 1st July 2025


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 9.06pm



Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 14/06/2025
2 | Page

