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Enjoy the twinkling lights,
roaring fires, cosy corners,

' good food & great beer at your
local, The Bull at Benenden.
At the heart of our beautiful

village since 1608!

For all reservations and
enquiries, please note our new
phone number below, thank you.

07729 353 541
A warm welcome awaits!

e 07729 353 541 . TN17 4DE . @bullbenenden 7
B 2 enquiries@thebullatbenenden.co.uk 22 3

SHOP POST OFFICE CAFE

Merry Christmas

from Benenden’s!

Pop in for Wine and Cheese, Chocoldte and Cakes,

Local Cards, Calendars, Wrapping Paper and Stamps
..and all our regular Goodies.
To escape from the rush, relax and refresh

in our cosy cafe with great food and drink. -

Put in your order for Champagne. ' < .
Buy your raffle tickets for the two hampersin th_@op

Place your order for a comprehensive wreath-making kit
qq

from Hannah's Garden. B Sre




Editorial

You may notice a shortage of seasonal good wishes in this Christmas issue from the clubs and
organisations who regularly contribute to the Benenden Magazine. If this seems a touch unfriendly,
then let me explain: everybody wanted to wish you a happy festive season, so much so that if we’'d
let them all do it, we’d have needed to put on an extra two pages just to fit them all in.

So, I'd like to do it for them; to say thank you to all our loyal readers (okay, | know this is delivered
for free to your door every month, so you don’t have much choice, but we get so much grateful
feedback that we feel confident you're loyal) and to wish you all a very merry Christmas and the
happiest new year anybody can have, hoping this crazy world doesn’t implode in the meantime.

It’s been another year of wonderfulness in Benenden. | noticed an online newspaper recently decided
that our village was the most marvellous place to live in the county, or the entire universe, or
something; but then we knew that anyway. We’ve got so many good people working on our behalf in
positions of responsibility; others organising entertainment, like fetes and quizzes and film showings
and wine tastings, usually for charity; not to mention the pubs, the small businesses and the
community shop, the café and all the volunteers who work there.

True, we're about to lose our lovely butcher’s shop (of which more next month), but we’ll survive
and thrive, because the village, as ever, will pull together, not just at Christmas but all year round.

I’'ve never invited any friends to Benenden who haven’t left thinking this is a place they’d love to live,
and | really can’t imagine living anywhere else myself. So, let me - on behalf of everybody who works
on this magazine, and everybody whose words were trimmed this month - wish you a wonderful
festive time and then another year of being here.

Peter Thomas, Co-Editor

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council

and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas

Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Cathy Presgrave, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas,

Treasurer: Charles Trollope, Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.

Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.

Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY 01580 240371

Printed by The Wealden Advertiser Ltd, Cowdens Close, Hawkhurst, Kent 1



Church Calendar

St George’s Church

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Associate Priest: Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie 01233 820100 rev.ylva@gmail.com
Churchwarden: David Collard 241944 d.collard49@btinternet.com

Churchwarden: Sue Fisher 241907 sue@undaunted.co.uk

www.benendenchurch.org 850849 benendenchurch@gmail.com

Please inform the Rector, Associate Priest or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill.

Sunday | December 8am Communion [0am All-age 5pm Advent Service of Light
Communion
Sunday 8 December 8am BCP Communion [0am Morning Worship
Sunday |5 December 8am Communion [0am Sung Eucharist
Tuesday 17 December 7.30pm Parish Carol Service
Sunday 22 December 8am Communion [0am Morning Worship
Christmas Eve 3pm Crib Service [1.30pm Communion
Christmas Day 8am Communion [0am Morning Worship
followed by Communion
Sunday 29 December |0am Benefice Communion
Morning Prayer 8am Mondays and Fridays, and also on Christmas Eve

Mission Church, Sandhurst

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Morning Prayer 8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays, but not Christmas Eve

Mid-week Communion 0am Tuesdays, but not Christmas Eve and 31 December

lden Green Congregational Church

Pastor: Tobin Bird 240027 www.idengreen.org.uk

Sunday Services [0am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘lden Green Congregational Church’.

The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL
Fr Barry Grant 713364 www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers

Baptisms 17 November Darcie and Albert Norris
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Church Letter

There is never a place for covering up abuse

Today it was announced that the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd Justin Welby, has
resigned. If you take the time to read the Makin Report - the independent review into the
Church of England’s handling of the serious abuse by the late John Smyth - there can be no
doubt that the Archbishop had to resign. Having met and spoken with Justin a number of times,
| am saddened that his ministry has ended in this manner. My first thought last week when the
report was published - and regrettably the Archbishop’s initial words - made it for me inevitable
and crucial that he should step aside.

Anyone who says that ‘safeguarding is not important’, well, the John Smyth case and the
resignation of the Archbishop clearly show that safeguarding is not only important, it is,
unfortunately, essential. We must have, at the heart of everything, the needs of victims of abuse
perpetrated by anyone in the church.The Archbishop has resigned over the church’s failings and
his own failings, but every single one of us is responsible for the safeguarding of those who are
vulnerable and those who have been abused.

One shocking statement within the Makin Report said: “Despite the efforts of some individuals

to bring the abuse to the attention of authorities, the responses by the Church of England and
others were wholly ineffective and amounted to a cover up.” It highlighted a comment made by

a now deceased cleric who was aware in the 1980s of the extent of the abuse:*| thought it

would do the work of God immense damage if this were public.” An appalling attitude: cover up
and collusion, when calling out this evil was required. The CoE has got it wrong for centuries; we
need, for Christ’s sake, and for the beginning of healing of the hurt caused, to start getting it right.

If this has raised personal issues for you, please come and speak to me. If it has opened wounds
and you need to report something, please have the courage to do so; | can help you with that
if you wish. If you want to do it through one of the safeguarding officers in the Diocese rather
than through me, then contact Paul Brightwell: pbrightwell@diocant.org, 07398 009951, or
Fiona Coombs: fcoombs@diocant.org, 07548 232395. Or if you wish to contact Keith Makin,
the man who has led this inquiry, he can be contacted on a dedicated confidential email at:
keith.makin@independentreviews.live, or by phone on 07713 149683.

The CoF’s Lead Safeguarding Bishop, Joanne Grenfell, says: “Every member of the church is
responsible for a culture in which victims are heard, responded to well, and put first: there is
never a place for covering up abuse.” | truly hope we have all learnt that at last.We can’t undo the
wrongs of the past; we can each play our part to work for a safer culture, community and church.

| wish this could have been a happier letter for the December issue of the magazine, but we live
in the real world, and these evils need speaking about. | hope to see you at some of the services
throughout Advent and Christmas. God bless.

Revd David Commander, Rector and Area Dean



Village Calendar

December

Sunday | Advent Carol Service: The Service of Light, St George’s Church, 5pm p.9

Tuesday 3 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am

Tuesday 3 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am

Wednesday 4 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Christmas Lunch, The Bull, Benenden, 12.30pm p.23

Saturday 7 Cranbrook Symphony Orchestra, St George’s Church, 3pm p-9

Saturday 7 Board Games Evening, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm

Monday 9 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7pm

Tuesday 10 Benenden’s Community Shop Volunteers’ Carol Singing Social, Benenden’s
Community Shop, 6pm p.17

Wednesday || Benenden Gardening Club, lan Florey ‘Botanicals: a garden in your glass’,
Benenden Hospital Quinlan Centre, 6.30pm p.15

Thurs 12- Fri 13 Hemsted Park, Faulty Towers The Dining Experience,
Benenden School Centenary Hall, 7pm
Saturday 14 Music Quiz Night, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm
Saturday 14 Hemsted Park, Beyond The Barricade, Benenden School Theatre, 7.30pm

Tuesday 17 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am

Tuesday 17 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am

Tuesday 17 Christmas Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.9
Tuesday 17 Merry and Bright, Christmas Party, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.23
Tuesday 17 Parish Carol Service by Candlelight, St George’s Church, 7.30pm

Thursday 19 Hemsted Park, The Scummy Mummy Christmas Show,
Benenden School Theatre, 7.30pm
Saturday 21 Christmas Party and Raffle, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm
Christmas Eve  The Crib Service, St George’s Church, 3pm p.17
Christmas Day Christmas Lunch, Memorial Hall, 12.15pm
Saturday 28 Social Evening, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 29 The Angry Whelk Fresh Fish Stall, Benenden Village Hall, 12-2pm p.9

Iden Green Toddler Group

Tuesdays during term time in lden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am

Wednesday Coffee Mornings
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am

Benenden Bowls Club
Thursdays, April-September, on the recreation field, practice night, 6pm

Cakes & Chaos: Café and Toddler Group

Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-1 lam




Parish Council

| was saddened to learn that our village butcher,Ward and Sons, will close after Christmas

this year. Ever since | was lucky enough to move to this area 30 years ago | have been a regular
customer for my weekend joint. At first | travelled up from Sandhurst, now | pop in on my
Saturday morning bike loop after stopping for papers at the community shop. It will be a great
loss to Benenden, as | think we would all agree that it has been an integral piece of village life
for as long as most of us can remember. | for one will raise a glass of Georgian red from the
excellent collection of wine at Benenden’s with my next delicious sausage and mash - they are
the best bangers | have ever tasted.

Good luck for your retirement, gents, you will be missed by all.

On other village matters | would just like to thank all the fantastic volunteers who turned out for
the parish council-led litter pick recently. We had over 30 pickers, so many in fact that there were
a couple of disputes over assigned sections, thankfully settled amicably. We collected 25-30 sacks
and various other discarded road signs/sandbags etc, as ever. Amongst the stranger items found
was an item of discarded ladies’ underwear, so if anyone is missing these, please contact Tunbridge
Wells Borough Council, who are keeping them in a safe place in anticipation of collection.

Of course, all the usual village events will carry on as ever next year. One to look out for soon
is the fund-raising quiz on 10 January for our thriving allotments, held jointly with the Benenden
Gardening Club.You may want to brush up on your horticulture, although there will be non-
plant-based questions as well!

In the meantime, a Happy Christmas to you all from everybody on the PC. Rest assured, we’ll be
working hard on your behalf in 2025, as ever.

Stephen Cochrane, Parish Councillor

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
07593 226462 clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
For more information see our website www.benendenparishcouncil.org or find us on Facebook

Parish Council Meeting
Monday 9 December,
Memorial Hall, 7pm
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GROUNDWORKS
I Bluehelisgraundworks.co.uk

Groundwork Services In Kent
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Lizz1E TUFF is a dedicated Osteopath and
Exercise Therapist. As a mobile Osteopath,
she brings osteopathy and 1 to 1 exercise
therapy sessions directly to the comfort of
your own home and Pilates classes locally.

Monday 9.30am | Iden Green Pavilion
Tuesday 9.30am | Northiam Village Hall
Wednesday 10.45am | Sandhurse Old School
Thursdqy 9.30am | Benendcn Vi”age Hall

Please contact
lizzietuffpilates@gmail.com

Al '-mcmns Fitness

for further information

AMORA CARE
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We are excited to announce that Amora Care’s new office servicing

We are expanding our
award-winning care to
‘ your areal!

Personal care

Companionship & home help
Dementia care

Live-in and night care

Complex care

Post-hospital & respite

From 30-minute visits to live-in care

"Excellent service."

1. 8.8.8.8 ¢
Gill, Tunbridge Wells

I 'l"l'lﬂ:]EF'
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Cranbrook and surrounding areas is NOW OPEN!

Book a today:

01580 231701

amoracare.co.uk




Are lorries a problem?

There have been reports of heavy lorries taking some of the more unsuitable routes in the
parish. Some of us may have occasionally witnessed inordinately large vehicles attempting to
negotiate narrow roads and may have jumped to one of several conclusions:Are they bent
upon finding a short-cut and have come unstuck? Have they followed poor directions or fallen
victim to the idiosyncrasies of satellite navigation systems? Have they suddenly been halted by
a ‘road closed’ sign?

Most of us know this problem: being forced to follow an entirely unsuitable series of diversions
- usually encountering and being hindered by those who, for the same reason, are coming from
the other direction.Worse, contractors don’t always indicate any alternative and, like rats in a
maze, drivers are left to find their own way out. So it may be that lorry drivers are as pained
to be making their journey as residents are to witness it.

And let’s remember that, in a parish containing many widely dispersed agricultural and other
businesses, not to mention building projects, it’s very likely that large vehicles are engaged in
commerce; an enterprise that they are fully entitled to undertake, whatever the difficulty of
access. So, it’s important not to jump to conclusions and, if the occasional vehicle finds its way,
for whatever reason, onto our narrow lanes, it can’t really be said to be a nuisance, although
surely inconvenient at the time.

Should it happen regularly, without legitimate reason, that’s a different matter. Kent County
Council runs a scheme called ‘Lorry Watch’, which can be organised under the aegis of KCC,
should they believe that it’s warranted. It’s unlikely the odd vehicle would trigger any action
but, if large vehicles are becoming a nuisance in your area of the village, local councillor

Ellen Neville would like to hear from you (ellen.neville@tunbridgewells.gov.uk).

Only with clear evidence and information can KCC act, so in addition, should a ‘Lorry Watch’
be thought necessary, she will require volunteers to take part. If you think you could also help
with this, please get in touch with her.



Charity Number: 1154716

Community Foodbank

Short term emergency
food and support for
local people in crisis.

Please text
to 70070 to buy a meal
for someone in crisis

Please look at the website for details on
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can
be made to your home.
For information call 01892 548892
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

YOUR LOCAL SUPPLIER OF

Topsoils | Composts | Barks
Decorative Stone | Aggregates
Small Bags, Bulk Bags
or Loose Loads

¥+ Delivered throughout the South East

Freephone 0800 854663

www.gardenscapedirect.co.uk

sales@gardenscapedirect.co.uk

The Wharf, Rye Road, Newenden, TN18 5QG

45 & 51 High Street
Tenterden

Webb’s

Harrkvam Ciwvien wnd Codossn B pecaoleie

Wiphly' s rerrerrgeey Sioven Tersecherd Lrmeni

HARDWARE and DIY

F-p-:-::ali'.rl. in raweer, hand and garden minds, |'-I|.|n'|'~i:nl;. ..h'mruil:l: sandries,
brwnimorer epairs - brand new showroom

KITCHENWARE

Cooloware specialises, garden furnioure and barbecoe
Gifrs wath s difference, Free gift wrapping

HOME and LINEN

Beauniful bed binen. towes, table kirndshings,
babyware deparcment and quality vy

We guarantes you will not leave

Webb's empty handed!

POGLE’S

GARDEN MAINTENANCE ,

Mowing

Strimming

Hedge Cutting

and more 4 Please call

Sue and Andy

01580 241792

B 07887 997551

THE MOLE MAN

EX-GAMEKEEPER

Controlling Moles
using traditional methods

07746 937 373 | 01580 241759

Tal: 01580 P21 emall: mad@wobbsolterterdencom  Websiie: wean wobsoolonie rden.com terrybaldwin73@icloud.com

Uncomplicated,
trustworthy and
confidential advice if you

are selling or letting m

Ashford: 01233 506260 Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk




Christmas village lunch

The Christmas village lunch will be on

|7 December at 12.30pm in the village hall.
All are welcome and we can provide lifts

for those who need one. Just let us know.

If you have not put your name down already,
please let me know you will be coming by

4 December if possible.We look forward

to seeing you.

Sheila Hume 854627

The Bull suffers double hit

The Bull has suffered major problems recently
which have severely impacted their business.
The water-leak repair works blocked their

car park for many days and affected water
supplies. These have now been completed. Plus,
technical issues disconnected their landline for
over a week (which may still be the case as
you read this) which means customers cannot
reach them to book tables or festive events at
what is their busiest time of the year.

Mark and Lucy have set up a new dedicated
mobile to call to make bookings, 07729 353541,
or email: enquiries@thebullatbenenden.co.uk.
They thank you for your patience and support.

Village litter pick

The village litter pick’s ‘Grand Panjandrum’ (aka
Stephen Cochrane) extends his huge thanks to
all those who took part in the autumn village
litter pick. It was the largest turnout ever, with
30 volunteers scouring the village from end to
end and collecting bags and bags of litter -
including some intriguing objects! They were
then rewarded with refreshments in the café.
This endeavour makes a big difference and
helps keep our village beautiful. Next is the
spring litter pick (date to be announced on
these pages), when we hope you’ll be able

to give an hour or two of your time.

Ad Venl: St George’'s Church
Sunday 1 December
Carol e

Service

CRANB MPHONY ORCHESTRA
Conductor Mie tchecock | Leader Clare H:lythornthwnitc

. 3pm Saturday 7 December

~ St George’s Church, Benenden

Mozart Overture Don Giovanni
Schumann Cello Concerto
Soloist Matthew Shar_‘p

Haydn Sphony n4

o ._(hnmy Commission k #
ion on no. 1053542

in advancc m() on the dom £5 students/chlldrcn o

- Avmlnble fl‘Ol‘l‘l Benenden\ C nmmumt\ S}IOP or

Ticketsourcewww.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on

Fresh fish stall

In the village hall carpark from 12-2pm on the
last Sunday of every month you will now be
able to buy a wide range of fresh and smoked
fish, along with dressed crab and a variety of
shellfish, from Mark Wilson of The Angry Whelk.
Mark comes up from Bexhill and is very
happy to take orders in advance if you wish
to collect it from him on the day.You can find
more details about his range of seafood here:
www.angrywhelk.co.uk.
Mark Wilson 07870 274864



Gardening ¢« Lawn Care ¢ Landscaping * Tree Surgery
Office: 01580 713495 - Mobile: 07838 229482 - www.kentgardening.com
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Homecare Limited| oy g _Euud
PRIVATE CARE |l
TAILOREDTO o
SUIT AN 1
INDIVIDUAL'S ' & ¢
EXACT NEEDS it
Call today andemakENOUR
just a little Bit casicr: y
. - A
Natalie or Chloe: 01580 762244

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk

I] ARE YOU A CARING,

¥

| COMPASSIONATE
PERSON?

N
w7
-I ¢ -

Why not join our team of
friendly carers? Full training
provided to all applicants.
Call today on the
-number above to
arrange an interview.

Hourly Rate, Mileage AND Travel Time paid from first to last
call. Enhanced rates for NVO Workers.

All Guttering Maintenance
Cleaning, Repairs or Rep]acemcnt
Fully insured

Phone Mark on
01580 292343 07762 461381

Woweom

Q7812743117 »

ANITA MEEKINS
PRIVATE HIRE

FIRST CLASS SERVICE
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

Long & short journeys
& courier service available

Business accounts welcome

Tel: 01580 240713
Mobile: 07774 672 043

anitameekinsph@btconnect.com




BENENDEN PLAYERS

Present an event of fun-filled frivolity

The

Revue

4 & 5 January
Benenden Village Hall
Doors open:
7pm 2pm
Saturday | sunday

Buy tickets using the QR code OR
----- online at www.benendenplayers.com
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CHEESEMANS
Kitchen Fitting GARAGE

J S H i Floor & Wall Tiling B. J. NASH

Bathroom & Shower BENENDEN, KENT o

Construction Services ; .
Installation Flooring TELEPHONE

& Surveying CRANBROCK 240563

Painting & Decorating

Drylining & Partition Walls Whatever you want to store

3 . Ura Nl G ...house sale & purchase not coinciding, travelling,
l S e e O
ustin Hunt . O US I lld d (,4,11111((3» 1di i — ¢ just

. 5 . “de-cluttering” to sell your house more quickly
077 1 0 039 190 . DGCkIllg & PatIOS — we offer a friendly and flexible LN

. . ) 5 o . . service in Cranbrook. With secure 5"‘
justin@jshsurveying.co.uk : Cladding & Roofing storage, competitive rates, all on  *
: ) o one level and hassle free BARN

24/7 access, contact us now! STORE

01580 713231 k==m
www.barn-store.co.

Garden Landscaping

Explore 4 media: Drawing,
Painting with Watercolour,
Acrylics. and Oil Pastels.

Discover how to paint faces,
figures, beautiful landscapes
animals, birds, still life and
much more! Learn artisis
secrets needed to create
beautiful pteces of original art

STEP BY STEP EASY LESSONS

= Learn impressive new skills
= 3 hour sessions, maming
or afternoon, for 312 months
s Time to get Arty and enjoy
a fun social life!
= Make The Seasons your
favourite day of the week

STRICTLY LIMITED PLACES

To maintain a high standard of
tuition, our classes are kept small,
please call now for more details and
a friendly chat.




Benenden Players

Just when you think all the fun of the festive
season is over, we are inviting you all to join
us for an evening (4 January) or a matinee
(5 January) of fun, frolics and all kinds of
tomfoolery (see advertisement on page | |
for ticket details).

Benenden village hall will come alive to the
sounds of titillating singing and lively jazz and
you will be entertained by a multifarious
assortment of sketches, skits and scandalous
scallywags as they perform for you. Some
sketches will be recognisable and others are
world premieres - there will be something
for everyone. Seating is cabaret style around
tables, wonderfully informal, and you are
invited to bring your own nibbles but there
will be a bar for drinks, please.

Apart from having a very good time
entertaining you all, we are keen to raise funds
for equipment we need, so do come along and
have fun with us.

Bev Beveridge 07710 164490
bev.bev@hotmail.co.uk

Christmas tree recycling
Hospice in the Weald is aiming to collect 2,000
Christmas trees to raise £62,000 in January.
The initiative raises vital funds for the hospice
and local community. For a suggested donation
of £20 per tree, with 10% of all donations
going to a local, community-based charity, your
tree will be collected. Registration is already
open and you can sign up at:
www.hospiceintheweald.org.uk/events/christm
as-tree-recycling/.

A team of volunteers will collect the trees
on 12, 13,and |4 January. Registered trees
must be ready for collection by 8am on 12
January, as the hospice is unable to guarantee
specific collection time or day. Once collected,
all trees are recycled, benefiting both the
community and the environment.

Lucy Edkins

L 2 FROM
1 GEORGE'S CHURCH SUNDAY
FLOWER FUND 1 DECEMBER

e are having our usual stall at the back of
the church, selling our unique Christmas
decorations for your own table or for friends.

We also take orders for fresh foliage candle
and table decorations.

Enquiries please contact alisonprall4o@gmail.com

Poppy Appeal 2024
The total Poppy Appeal collection in Benenden
and Iden Green has not yet been fully assessed.
There are now a number of different
electronic ways by which the collection is
gathered, and the Royal British Legion is not
yet ready to tell us how much has been raised
by individual direct transfers to headquarters.
The generosity of donors, however, has
been apparent in the boxes returned to date
for counting, and we are very grateful for so
much support.We are also most grateful to
those who volunteered to help with
collections in 34 boxes at a continuingly
difficult time for all fund raising.
Jane Dalton Holmes

PF Ward and Sons to close

After 55 years being run by the Ward family
our village butcher’s is sadly closing at the end
of December. Brothers Martyn and Andrew
Ward have served the village well and we will
certainly miss them, their willingness to fulfil
our various meaty requests (and of course
their wonderful sausages).We will feature the
brothers and their business in a future issue of
the magazine. In the meantime we wish them a
happy retirement.
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GREENACRE

Theobald..... (& 27w« L ANDSCAPES

H I:}lﬂlﬁrﬂw q ;r traditional lfpﬂo[ft’erers

Most Jveif rnfture
Workshop s, Slaney Place Farm re-upholstered and repaired,
ﬂéﬂt{ﬁ"ﬂrﬂ Roa, A Sftzﬂ[éﬁu’:ﬂ; Kent TM2 ODT Cu;ﬁz’gn interior rﬂj/ﬁ'gment

, service, ant’fque restoration,
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk stockists for DIY entfiusiasts

Tel" 01580 890055 extensive range of fabrics.

design & construction

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963

TW. FUGGLE & SON

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORE

Patios - Brickwork
Decking - Stonework
Ponds - Water features
Planting schemes - Groundworks
Detailed plans - Portfolio available
Free Consultation

Private Chapels of Rest 2 -HGUR SERVICE

07595 024330
01892 722412

" . _—
Pra.pald dureral plans arranged Bwough Golden Chamer f%___ www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk

All arrangements uwnderiaken with personal amention

Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

1 Bshford Road. Tenlerden - Q158 TREII4N - woew bafupgie oo uk

P.F. WARD

& SONS Health and Wellness Coach Rachel Tinker
FAMILY BUTCHERS I help busy overwhelmed individuals regain control,

restore balance and feel happier and healthier.

A

FRESH LOCAL

Confidential, 1:1 online or in-person
PRODUCE personalised coaching sessions in Cranbrook

£ ;
_ ]
VARIETY of HOME s ot
X1 DWELLNESS :

MADE SAUSAGES

www.rtwellnhess.com

& BURGERS 'u'.- 07555125358 -.:E_:-'!-Info@rtwellness.com [ 7"
Phone. 01580 240612 Nuvé Clinic, Carriers Road, Cranbrook TN17 3JX i

Everything Outside Benenden

Village Hall

Complete Garden & Fencing Solutions s e Arerresttom
wild — the hall can be anything

Fencing * Mowing ¢ Hedge Trimming ¢ Turfing you want”!
Clearance ¢ Landscaping * Gardening ¢ Digger Work r
Concreting © Tree Surgerye Pressure Washing e

"
Patios ¢ Decking ¢ Pergolas ¢ Driveways RISS ¥
Call John Betts on

01580 766 232 (07795 465 861 07419 989830 for details

' e
.*i'_- = ] |
B
g & - I.,-

- www.benendenvillagehall.org
Erd pe on

T4 www.everythingoutside.co.uk




Benenden Gardening Club
Our Christmas get-together will be held at the
Quinlan Centre (opposite Benenden Hospital)
on || December.And our topic this year?
Booze! lan Florey of Anno Distillers will
entertain us with ‘Botanicals: a garden in your
glass’. Mulled wine, nibbles and mince pies.
Doors open at 6.30pm. Members free, guests
£5. Places are limited so please let us know in
advance if you want to attend by emailing
melissagarnier56@gmail.com

Minnie Garnier

Topical health

This is a season when our health and immune
systems need extra support.The colder months
can bring challenges, such as lower energy,
higher stress and increased exposure to
seasonal illnesses. Plus, the holiday season

often brings indulgent meals, late nights and
disruptions to our normal routines. Good
nutrition and low stress are key to supporting
the immune system.

Foods rich in vitamins C, D, zinc and
probiotics, such as citrus fruits, leafy greens,
nuts, seeds and plain yoghurt boost immunity
and keep energy levels steady. Protein rich
foods like lean meats, fish, tofu, legumes, and
eggs are also crucial, as they provide the amino
acids that fuel immune cells. Staying hydrated
also supports optimal body function and energy.

Research shows that chronic stress and
higher levels of cortisol can drain the body and
weaken our immune defences, making it harder
to fight off seasonal colds and flu. Keep stress to
a minimum by setting boundaries, practising
deep breathing or meditation techniques,
staying active with gentle movement and create
a calming environment to improve sleep quality.

Finding balance starts with considering what
small shifts could offer better health outcomes
and bring more calm to your life. These small
steps can allow you to start the new year
feeling resilient and energised.

Rachel Tinker www.rtwellness.com

Quiz Night

Benenden’s Gardening Club and Allotment
Association will host a quiz on 10 January at
7pm in Benenden Village Hall, to raise funds for
our allotments. Select your team of up to eight
and join in the fun (horticultural knowledge
not essential!). Tickets £10 each, raffle, pay-bar,
and mulled wine. Book your table via
allotments@benendenparishcouncil.org

Nancy Tolhurst

Primary School

Last term the children enjoyed many different
activities including FitFencing, an incredible
bake sale and a number of sporting festivals.
Year 4 had an opportunity to visit Benenden
Girls’ School and watch their junior music
scholars’ concert.Year 2 had a great time in
the forest, practising the digital photography
skills they have begun learning about. Fudge
has had a wonderful time since starting as our
wellbeing dog. He’s been reading, learning
phonics, writing, exploring forest school and
having lots of tummy rubs.

Our termly house afternoon was related to
our work on empowering children to
understand how their actions need to be ‘good
for me, good for you, good for everyone’. In
their houses, the children focused on looking
at their own strengths - what they are good at
and love.This then led to some work on what
their house as a community is good at.

It was lovely to welcome so many parents,
carers and grandparents to our open
afternoon.The parents joined in with a singing
assembly and then went into the classrooms
to see a history lesson using rocky road,
firework pictures, using a computer design
programme, outdoor learning and much more.
It has been a pleasure to show around families
considering a place for their child for EYFS in
September 2025.

Lindsay Roberts, Executive Headteacher
240565 office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk
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THE OAK BARN

Frame Farm

WEDDINGS
& PARTIES
»ﬁ%c@m G suslic chaom

From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of
The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

LUXURIOUS & AWARD WINNING ECO-VENUE

01580 441571 www.the-oak-barn.co.uk @theoakbarnff

K JONES ELECTRICAL
Electrical and Solar Contractors
Accredited, qualified and trusted local
family business
for over 40 years
Free Estimates

01580 848118

kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com

ANDY AND SUE'S
MOBILE

LOG SPLITTING
SERVICE

Please call
01580 241792
07887 997551

R.M SE;;ES Thera;}y)'-}

Get your aches & pains eased
by a professional, fully insured
Graduate Sports Therapist
in Benenden.

Injury assessment, massage,
stretching, cupping, taping
& exercise rehabilitation.

Reduce pain,
improve your flexibility,
,F strength & posture E—A

with Rebecca Manford =
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601

\

8 lden
Landscapes

-t .
ﬂi-LiH::FLl!T.- "

2 SN et
: QRAESALE & Repy

Here at Iden Landscapes we specialise in
helping to create beautiful outdoor spaces
for you to enjoy all year round. See our full list
of services below, or simply send us a
message or give us a call on 07720 817577
or email idenlandscapes@gmail.com

Fencing, Decking and Bespoke Timber
Sleepers and Groundwork
Hedge Maintenance and Planting
Border Design and Planting

WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER )

SKILLED GARDEN
MAINTENANCE,
PLANTING & PRUNING

BORIER DESIGN & ADVICE

SUPELY OF OWN GROWN
TREES - SHRURS
(LIMBERS

Patios and Minor Brickwork
Fruit tree, Vine and Rose Pruning
(including soft fruits)
Garden Consultancy

The Laureis Nursery, lingiedern, Berenden, Cranbrock, Kent Ty 40U

W CHFBO) P
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Talking Shop

Another year gone by, and Benenden’s is
marking the festive season in style.We thank
our hardworking staff and wonderful volunteers
who give so much to keep it all going, and with
this in mind, a reminder to our volunteers that
you are invited to our annual Christmas
singsong and social evening in the café on 10
December from 6pm. David Commander will
be there to conduct the singing and Graham
Beveridge will be tinkling the ivories so, along
with some mulled wine and festive treats, it
should be an entertaining evening. Do bring
along anyone you know who is thinking of
volunteering. Adding to our lists of volunteers
will be hugely helpful to the future of
Benenden’s. To help with catering please indicate
on the list in the shop how many are coming.

Please pop in for all kinds of Christmas
goodies, cards, wrapping paper, cheeses, Hot
chocolate snowmen, naughty elves on the shelf,
wines and you can order champagne, too.You
can buy raffle tickets for luxurious hampers,
one for adults and one for children.We will
also be offering a great selection of home-made
mince pies.

Excitingly this year, instead of made-up
wreaths, Hannah will be offering a lovely
creative kit which comprises a woven base
and decorative pieces such as dried flowers etc.
You only need to add fresh foliage. For the next
three months, Hannah’s flowers will be sourced
elsewhere, with a return to her home-grown
products from March.

The Craftanoon in October was enjoyed
by 30 local children.They painted, decorated
shortbread, and fished for spiders in jelly. It
was a great success and we hope to hold a
Christmas event.

We are looking for another part time
member of staff (over |8 yrs). It would be for
20 hrs/week and includes post office training,
some weekends and afternoons.

We wish all our customers a joyous and
peaceful Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
Bev Beveridge info@benendens.co.uk
www.benendens.co.uk

Everyowe is imvited 1o ...

The Crib service

in St George’s Church
on Christmas Eve

at 3pm

It would be lovely if everyone - young and not so
young - could come along dressed as a character
from the Nativity story: Mary, Joseph, Shepherd,
Inn Keeper, Wise-men, Angel, Star, Cow, Sheep,
Donkey .. anything appropriate you can think of!
This will enable us to bring to life the story of the
nativity in a way that will be meaningful and fun
for all.

We look forward to seeing you as we create the
nativity tableau together.

David and Helew Commander

IDEN GREEN
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

18 December at 6pm
Carols in the Car Park
Followed by mince pies
& warm drinks

22 December at 5.30pm
Service of Lessons & Carols
Tea at 4.30pm - All welcome

25 December at 9.30am
Christmas Morning
Family Service
Everyone welcome

HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL
AT IDEN GREEN

St George’s Social Club

We held a ladder toss night which is not
everyone’s cup of tea but everyone mucked
in and it was won by Theresa Thorpe. Our
monthly quiz was set by John Marshall and
Martyn Ward and they really tested us with
some difficult questions. It was won by Peter
and Jane Ellis.We ended the month with Quad
240 darts. See the village calendar on page 4
for our December events.

Glenda Marshall 243089
glendajoym@gmail.com
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Ompany Help is on hand

from your local Mind

West Kend

. www.westkentmind.org.uk
Carmg fOT you at home 01732 744950

Well established, family run Information given, volunteers

_ business, providing care for people welcome and donations needed.
living in the Weald of Kent. Our tailored

service allows you to live at home )
with independence and dignity. We're here to make sure anyone
Call Karen Irving at our Tenterden office with a mental health problem

to arrange a no obligation visit. has somewhere to turn for

01580 762202 .
www.carecompany.care advice and support.

We know -(Tas

your area,

because it's our

darea 10o.

Connect with us

Savills Cranbrook SaV"lS
+44 (0) 1580 720 161
cranbrook@savills.com CRANBROOK

Local,
flexible,
rewarding job
opportunities

APPLE PIE FARM
STORAGE

Short and long term storage
requirements solved!

... forlocal,
flexible,
caring
people

Storing furniture 7 Re-decorating 7 Unclttering ? Renting your house
SUPPORT WORKERS REQUIRED
to enrich lives of adults with learning
disabilities (Benenden & Cranbook)

aut 7 Ideal for storing garden machinery, sports squipment afc,

Talk tous abhul our storage, delivery and callachan obyour accounting data

Speak to us on 01580 388754 or visit our
website: www.apfcontainerstorage.co.uk

For an informal chat and/or to request
an application pack, contact:

Nicky Pooley (Registered Manager)
01580240118
adminteam@thegrange2016.co.uk

W ROIALL BREMERDER, TRL T A8

07515 649688 www.thegrangekent.co.uk




HEMSTED SPRING/SUMMER 2025

PARK
e Gee Book now at hemstedpark.com

& %

-

=

The Glenn Miller Ronnie Scott's Macbeth: NOW
Orchestra Jazz Club David Tennant
& Cush Jumbo
25 January 7 February 16 February 22 February

An Audience with  Benjamin Grosvenor  Len Phillips Swing
Davina McCall Pianist Orchestra; 100 years
of Big Band
8 March 16 March '

Thank You NT Live: Dad's Army: Romeo & Juliet
for the Music The Importance of The Radio Show
Being Earnest
3 May 11 May 29 May 31 August

In partnership with W

BURFIELDS HOUSE foundation




Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates

* Same choice as any shop but up to half the price

* We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring

For free home sample viewing

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa

01424 855882 / 07734 659834
bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Cheekatrade.com
VR e Lo Tl

LPFERIGOE & S0N ‘
FESERAL BEREL ORI F ‘,,
L
PROUD TO BE SERVING THE ]
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors
serving the local community with compassion and the
highest standards of service and professionalism.

With our 24-hour emergency service,
we are only a telephone call away.
At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who
will be there to help, support and guide you through
the whole of the funeral process.

Gotden Charter I
Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF
01580 713636
Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6L B
01797 260316
enquiries@j perigoeandson.com
WWW.j perigoeandson.com

1 ) . A,

E EL J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of
Fud West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South,
[T Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk

EST
1900

Lambert
& Foster

ooking to sell or let your property?

Book your appraisal online, by email or by phone

Call 01580 712 888 Email cranbrook@lambertandfoster.co.uk
Office 39 High Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3DN

PROPERTY PROFESSIONALS FOR OVER 120 YEARS

P
Your local Groundcare and Garden Machinery Specialist J

SALESe« SERVICE * SPARES

DN

aﬂ"’ N

@.nu—nu TELUNTON HATTER m -
g{;g Iﬁlﬂl‘l ﬂ Winten ﬁ AT | L ASPEM

Iden Green Farm, Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst TN17 2PA  Tel: 01580 211599

email: info@mabg.co.uk

List your
onpev’fg

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE

CALL:07958 081915




Benenden Hospital

| believe that giving is at the heart of the
December festivities so I'd like to reflect on
the ways in which our hospital has shown
kindness and support in our community
this year.

We held our very own ‘Benenden Bake Off’
for Macmillan Coffee Morning,which raised
£230 for Macmillan Cancer Support. For ‘Wear
it Pink Day’, staff wore their best pinks and
£175 was raised for Breast Cancer Now.
Various stands were also held in our atrium
to raise awareness on World TB (tuberculosis)
Day (a wonderful nod to our hospital
heritage), Dignity Day and Volunteers Week.

Since starting my new role as hospital
director, engaging with the local community
has been one of the highlights of my year.
| attended the village fete, where we co-
hosted a tombola, attended Benenden
Health members meet-ups and spoke at
the Frittenden WI Group, which provided
opportunities to share our heritage and
the work we are doing to innovate and
provide safe patient care. In November,
members of our marketing team attended
a networking event at Hemsted Park to speak
with local businesses.

For Infection Prevention Control Week,
our clinical governance & IPC lead visited
the primary school to talk to year 4 and 5
students about germs and the importance
of effective handwashing - and | loved the
pictures of the funky germs they drew.

This year, we’ve submitted to six national
and regional awards, with a focus on hospital
innovations, and we’ve seen great success in
highlighting our achievements. Our annual
‘Best of Benenden Awards’ also took place
last month, where staff celebrated their hard
work in alignment with our values.

Finally, | look forward to welcoming the
students from Benenden School to our
hospital this month, where they’ll be singing
carols to patients, staff and visitors.

Claire Harley, Hospital Director

Benernder's "
SHOP POST OFFICE CAFE

CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES

Christmas Eve: ~ Shop and Post Office open 7.30am-3pm
Café open 8.30am-lpm

Christmas Day: Shop and Café closed
Shop and Café closed

Shop and Post Office open 8.30am-5pm
Café open 8.30am-2pm

Shop and Post Office open 7.30am-5pm
Café open 8.30am-3pm

Shop and Post Office open 7.30am-5pm
Café open 8.30am-3pm

Shop and Post Office open 7.30am-5pm
Café open 8.30am-3pm

New Year's Eve: Shop and Post Office open 7.30am-3pm
Café open 8.30am-lpm

New Year's Day: Shop and Café closed

Thursday 2: Shop and Post Office open 7.30am-5pm
Café open 8.30am-3pm

Boxing Day:
Fridoy :

Saturday 28:
Sunday 29:

Monda y 30:

Benenden Pre-School

Christmas is coming and with it a range of
both new and traditional festive activities for
the children, all of which are being supported
by some of our lovely parents.We are starting
by baking Czech Christmas biscuits, a new
recipe for us all, which I'm sure will make the
school smell heavenly.

The children are making their own
Christmas tree bauble from which will hang
a scroll detailing their height as of December
2024, a truly personalised gift. They are also
visiting the pre-school Christmas shop, where
they will choose a present or two for family
members which they will wrap up and label,
using mathematical skills to work out how
much paper they need and fine motor skills
to manipulate the scissors to cut the paper
and hold the felt pen.

Best of all, throughout these activities, they
will be happily involved in the acts of kindness
and giving, choosing and creating gifts for those
they love.And the icing on the Christmas cake
is the children’s Christmas Party with festive
fun, food and Father Christmas himself.

Lucy Oakley, Supervisor
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk
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TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

3 F i A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast
159 o with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the
- L beautiful Kent countryside.

) ~ Setwithin 7 acres of mature elevated gardens
BREACON HALL HOUSE andpaddockwith splendid views over beautiful
LUNKLAY BED & BREAKFAET Wealden countryside.

Enjoy a swim in our heated outdoor pool (seasonal)
or a game of tennis on our court within the grounds.

Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

Feel like making new friends and
trying new activities?

Wellbeing in the Weald is here for you!

We organise and support groups that bring people in our
rural communities together socially.

To learn more about the activities we run, see our
website at www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk where you
can also sign up to our newsletter.

TAKE NOTICE CONNECT GIVE BEACTIVE KEEP LEARNING

Get in touch with us be email: hello@wellbeingintheweald.co.uk or phone
07961669575

Supported by i "
e e

Registered charity number: 1190083

www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk

Your local Independent
Estate Agency.

As a licensed Propertymark Agent, at

Vale & Marsh we possess extensive
knowledge and experience in every

aspect of residential property. Based

in Rolvenden on the Hole Park Estate,

our friendly and committed team are
incredibly passionate and conscientious,
serving our clients impeccably, offering
sound and expert advice on buying, selling,
letting and property management. We are highly
motivated, dedicated and driven, working with energy,
conviction and passion. We ensure all transactions are handled
with the utmost professionalism and skill, believing outstanding
customer care matters!

Serving the local community.

Get In Touch.

To benefit from our unparalleled
advice, call Alex Norwood Hill on
01580 242700
www.valeandmarsh.com

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm
Rolvenden, Kent TN'17 4PF

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?
LED Lighting - Fault finding - Extra Sockets
Outside Lights - Smoke Detectors - No Job Too Big or Small
NEW FUSE BOARDS

Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee

| assure you of a quick response
= .
Call Nick now 07776 254458
-~ email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk
pOmESTIC ) ) : )
INETRLLER == www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk

Cat Sitting Service

Fuyyy Cal Face

o Accredited in pet First Aid and CPR
o Accredited Feline behaviourist

« Over 10 years experience

o Your local Cat Specialist

o WhatsApp, text, call 07485 660 781

www.furrycatface.com




Iden Green and Benenden WI
Our winter party on |9 November was great
fun.As usual the atmosphere was convivial and
the food delicious.

The new WI resolutions are: |. Raise public
awareness, remove stigma and examine all
areas of health affected by incontinence;

2. Increase public confidence in delivering CPR;
3. Strengthen the law and investment to
support the circular economy of clothing

and fabric; 4. Eliminate landfill of medication
packaging and encourage manufacturers to

use recyclable packaging.

We shall be celebrating at our Christmas
meal at the Bull, Benenden, on 4 December at
12.30pm.

Jackie Liffen 752232 WI@daisystar.co.uk

Merry and Bright

We have had a very enjoyable year, with
outings, garden party, and an afternoon of
bowls to name but a few.The club thanks
everyone who gave up their time to come
along to entertain us, especially those who
very kindly invited us to their gardens for tea
and croquet. Not forgetting the Bowls Club
afternoon where we had more lessons in the
art of bowls.

Our Christmas party is on |7 December
when a magician is coming along.Then our
next meeting will be at 2pm on 28 January
at the Memorial Hall for our AGM followed
by our Victorian tea. Happy Christmas from
all at the Merry and Bright club.

Laraine Penny 241763
Julia Collard 241944

Benenden School

During the half term break | was fortunate to
visit our first international school, Benenden
Bilingual School in Guangzhou, China, to
explore the vibrant campus there and meet
the passionate staff and pupils who are
bringing this very new educational
environment to life.

Our vision when taking the founding ethos
of Benenden School to a global audience has
always been to widen the opportunities for
pupils across the world so they might benefit
from our educational philosophy. | was
delighted to see that our values were equally
important at BBSG as they are here and that
was particularly apparent in the active role
they play in supporting local community
groups and other schools. Although over 5,000
miles from our beautiful setting in Kent, the
parallels of developing meaningful connections
that benefit the whole community are there as
much as they are here.

The dazzling fireworks party in early
November, brilliantly organised by the
Benenden Bonfire Society and which we were
proud to host, was another example of our
supportive village community. The evening
was made possible through collaboration with
local businesses, who generously provided
sponsorship, and community volunteers.
| hope everyone enjoyed the event.

This week, we are celebrating partnerships
at the school and | would like to thank each
individual and organisation that partners
with us.Your support and involvement help
to enrich our curriculum and remind us all
that education is a shared endeavour. Together
we are teaching our young people not just
how to succeed academically but also how
to grow into thoughtful, active members of
the community.

Rachel Bailey, Headmistress

23



benenden
hospital

Fast access
to treatment for
everyone

Our calm and welcoming hospital has high patient
satisfaction rates, with access to over 250 self-pay
treatments and services. As the only CQC rated
Outstanding hospital in Kent, you can be confident in
choosing Benenden Hospital for your diagnosis and
treatment. Set in tranquil countryside, with specialist
award-winning facilities, Benenden Hospital will ensure you
receive first-class care from our dedicated clinical teams.

Over 100 years of excellent patient care.

Payment
plans
available

Choose Benenden Hospital for

(“) Fast access to diagnosis
and treatment

() Leading and highly respected
Consultants

() Compassionate and
experienced teams

(“) Clear and easy to understand

pricing

To book an appointment, call now

P L e Ll

Q¥ 01580362880 @ doctify

@ benendenhospital.org.uk 486 k Kk Kk K borrs e

Based on 3500+ reviews

Self-pay treatments

A\
Pilates\\Vise Rt

www.pilateswise.co.uk

Private Tuition

Remote Sessions
Now Available

GROUP MAT CLASSES
Monday 7.15pm
Benenden Memorial Hall

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential

With Clare Leek

PILATES CLASSES
for all abilities -

077747 464828
clare.intuition@btinternet.com e
“Kat is such a great pilateswise@mail.com
07711 619536 teacher/mentor, | would
highly recommend
her classes.”
Nicci, Benenden

Monday 8.30pm
Benenden Village Hall

Wednesday 10.15am
Benenden Village Hall

Thursday 9am
Bloomsburys, Biddenden

Thursday 7.45pm
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Tenterden

Primary Subjects

Singapore Maths
GROUP REFORMER CLASSES

PRIVATE ONE TO ONE & DUETS
Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

in new Pilates Studio at

the Wellness Haven, Benenden

French




VINEHALL INTERNATIONAL
CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES
36th Season 2024-25

TIER3
JOSEPH WOLFE (Violin)
JONATHAN AYLING (Cello)
DANIEL GRIMWOOD (Piano)
Sunday 8 December 2024 at 3pm

Programme
Mozart Piano Trio No.5in B flat K.502
Novéak Piano Trio No.2, Quasi una Ballata
Haydn Piano Trio in G major ‘Gypsy Rondo’, Hob XV:25
Arensky Piano Trio No.1 in D min Op.32

For full details, free mailing, tickets call 01680 883092
or write to A.G. Whitehead, Vinehall School,
Robertsbridge, East Sussex TN32 5JL
geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschool.com

LEARN TO PRUNE
YOUR APPLE TREES

,.1;. e e ok

. 1

4,5,11,12,180r19
JANUARY

10am-3pm r
Standen Street £10
. goes
Community Orchard s toStanden
Iden Green Fruit Farm

Community
Orchard

From new plantings to venerable ancients, apple trees require the

right pruning to ensure they are beautiful, sturdy and productive.

Join a small group to learn from an expert,
then practice all day on a variety of trees.

Numbers are limited, book early to avoid disappointment.

To book and for more information contact Guy Pullen

info@goldfinch-gardens.co.uk | 07977 571368

Project 20[20 update

In this issue is a wonderful article by our
architect John Bailey, who describes how the
parish church has been at the centre of village
life for generations (page 28).

While village and church life continue through
the autumn, a lot of work is happening behind
the scenes as the Project 20|20 team and the
Parochial Church Council prepare for what
could be a momentous 2025.This includes site
visits to churches who have made changes like
the ones we are proposing for St George’s, and
attending diocesan conferences on sustainability
and engaging with potential funders.

The church will need to be closed for a
significant part of the building project but
services will continue within the parish and
benefice. A Marriage Order is now in place to
ensure weddings and the readings of banns can
go ahead, and couples will be legally married.
Options, agreed by the Bishop of Dover, are
also in place for Sunday worship, baptisms and
funerals. More details in the new year.

Also, in the new year we will be launching
our capital fundraising campaign. Significant sums
will need to be raised from grant-making trusts,
public funds, businesses and other sources.
Our fundraising team is growing and if you have
expertise in raising capital sums we would love
to hear from you.

Peter Brook, Project 20|20 Community Liaison
benenden2020project@gmail.com

Planning Matters

For full details of the Parish Council’s

comment please see minutes of meetings.

e 24/02582/FULL Old Eaton Oast, Goddards
Green Road. Excavation of earth &
installation of swimming pool, pool hut, heat
pump, water filtration system and associated
electrics; associated earthworks, installation
of a patio area & associated planting.

e 24/02674/FULL Old Manor House,
Cranbrook Road. Replace 42m of close
board broken fence.

e 24/02357/FULL St George’s Church. Single-
storey extension to Southwest corner &
wheelchair access to North porch.

e 24/02736/FULL Beacon Oaks Cottage,
Rolvenden Road. Variation of Condition 2.
Addition of two roof dormers &
amendments to external fenestration.

e 24/00875/FULL School Farm, Cranbrook
Road. Replacement of existing dwelling to
create four bedroom dwelling, together
with associated garage and car parking.

e 24/02699/FULL Springhill Oast, Standen
Street. (Retrospective) Conversion of ground
floor of former car port to create annexe.

e 24/02700/FULL Springhill Oast, Standen
Street. Extension and conversion of stables
to garaging.

e 24/02698/FULL Springhill Oast, Standen
Street. Retrospective. Swimming pool.
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Village efforts light up

bonfire night and send
crowd numbers sky high

The recent Benenden bonfire and fireworks was
a spectacular success, lighting up the night sky
with a dazzling display from Wizard Fireworks,
delighting attendees of all ages. This year we had
a record visitor turnout, encouraged by the

" right) worked

unusually dry weather which made
a huge difference to everyone.

This success would not have been
possible without the dedication
and hard work of our
incredible committee S AW
members and volunteers. Ll =r '
The event’s smooth
execution is testament
to everyone’s '
commitment and
community spirit.
Our teams, led by
Gary Bell (bottom

tirelessly behind
the scenes, giving - ;
their time and

expertise to ensure
every detail was perfect.




To all those who contributed - whether by

building the bonfire, securing the perimeter,
organising the parking, setting up the marquees
and music, welcoming attendees, keeping
everyone safe, cooking, serving drinks and
food of cleaning up afterwards - thank you.
We would also like to extend our heartfelt
gratitude to our generous sponsors, in no
. particular order:Tate Fencing, Jubilee Hire,
8 Benenden Hospital, the Bull, Harvey’s Brewery,
Benenden School and Benenden’s Community
Shop; to Hinxden Farm Dairy, Youngs Timber

and Builders Merchants and Homeleigh Timber
- and Building Supplies, without whom

there would have been no bonfire; and

not forgetting Benenden Pre-School

for creating the guy. Everyone’s

pport allows us to bring one

he village’s annual highlights

And, last but not least,
Benenden Bonfire Society’s
aim is to distribute profits to
promote or assist in projects or ‘

0, I
to generate new opportunities |

within the parish.The recipients
of this funding can be a group or |

an individual creating benefit for

the parish, and applications for this

open for a month on | January.
Please check out our website
for further information or

to download an application
form.We’'ll also add
reminders to our social
media, so why not follow

us on either Facebook

or Instagram?

Deborah Davidson
www.benendenfireworks.co.uk
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St George’s Church:
Past, present and future

John Bailey, inspecting architect at St George’s
Church, looks at how the building has evolved
over the last 1000 years and will continue to do
so as Project 20|20 aims to make it more
accessible, practical and welcoming
Many don’t realise that our mediaeval parish
churches are the product of centuries of change
and alteration, to update, beautify and adapt the
buildings so that they remain in use, up to date
and relevant. Along with most buildings that
remain in use for centuries, change is the only
constant in St George’s long history of service
to the parish.

| am often asked how old a church is and
what are the original parts. This is not an easy
question with St George’s. There was a church
here at Domesday in 1086, but we can take the
story of the building further back than that.
After 1070, Archbishop Lanfranc required the
Domesday Monachorum to be compiled, a
book containing a list of all the Anglo-Saxon
churches in the Diocese of Canterbury,
including Rolvenden, Sandhurst and Benenden,
which was required to pay 28s to Canterbury
each Easter.There has probably been a church
on the current site for over 1,000 years.
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Nothing from the Anglo-Saxon or
early Norman church survives above
ground that can be easily identified,
and recent archaeological test pits have
shown that the Victorians destroyed the
archaeological layers under the building.

Towards the end of the |3th century
and into the early 14th, the church was
significantly enlarged and the first
substantial elements of the existing
building date from then.The southwestern
corner of the south aisle, including the
south porch, and the northeastern chapel,
now the organ chamber and the vestry,
date from this period and are constructed
of rubble masonry, which would have
originally been rendered externally.

This major rebuilding some 700 years
ago suggested St George’s was already a
substantial building by circa 1400.We then see a
steady rebuilding and extension throughout the
I5th century, and it is this late mediaeval period
that gives us the outline and form of the church
we see today, including the western tower, the
north aisle, north porch, chancel, and Lady chapel.
This later rebuilding uses large blocks of Wealden
Sandstone, which was always meant to be seen
and would have needed significant funding.

If we assume that St George’s reached its
present size by 1500, we also need to remember
the building operated in a very different way to
how it is used today. The church would have
been one of the few large buildings in the
parish and was used for most gatherings,
markets, court sessions etc, in the nave and
aisles, while the eastern end of the chancel
and chapels were divided by a rood screen.

The eastern end of the church was sacred
while the remainder was used for both secular
and religious purposes, so everybody came at
some point to the building and supported it.

The present idea that the whole building is
sacred and only to be used for worship with
fixed furniture is very much a modern idea
coming from the 17th century onwards, but of
course demonstrates that buildings over time
adapt to meet the needs and aspirations of those



of each generation.What few people o il

realise is that communion rails have their
origins as a barrier, used to keep dogs
and animals out of the sanctuary.

It was the religious upheaval of the
[6th and |7th centuries that really
changed how the building was viewed
and operated, with the Church of England
very much concentrating on worship.The
lightning strike of 1672 would have given
the perfect opportunity to reform the
church building to fit this new theology.

The mediaeval building was gutted and
not put back together until around 1678
through a public appeal. The rebuilding
was undertaken by Timothy Townsend at a
cost of £3,920, 14s, and we are fortunate that
a 19th-century drawing gives us a glimpse of
what that | 7th-century rebuilding looked like.
The demarcation of the east end from the rest
of the building has gone, the nave has classical
lonic columns with a flat ceiling and is filled
with box pews centred on a substantial pulpit.
Gone is the open space of the nave, and the
east-west orientation for worship, which is
now very much on the pulpit placed almost
in the centre of the nave.

The works were not completed until around
715, when the western tower as we see it
today was finished. Personally | feel the lower
sections of the tower are mediaeval, with the
belfry and upper sections rebuilt at this time.
This very protestant-inspired building was to
survive for almost 200 years until the middle
of the 19th century.

By the early 19th century, we see a series
of movements within the Church of England
wishing to see a return to a form of worship
we would recognise today, and for buildings to
reflect what was increasingly seen as the correct
form of Christian architecture: Gothic mediaeval.
Rebuilding at St George’s in what was the new
fashion was inspired by the Earl of Cranbrook,
who paid for the work, and the architect David
Brandon, who designed the building we see today.

St George’s was rebuilt in the Gothic form
between 1861 and 1863, with the complete

removal of the |7th-century interior, and its
reconstruction following the fashion of the

day, with benches/pews facing east. This was

a comprehensive eradication of the previous
reordering in favour of one that reflected how
the building was being used in the mid-19th
century. Since then the church has experienced
some further changes, but none that radically
changes the | 9th-century makeover.

What of the future? All historic churches
are the product of change and only survive
because they have changed and adapted to
reflect the needs of those who use the building.
In a world where religious observance is less
important than shopping on a Sunday, we need
to see our historic churches evolve again if
they are to remain iconic landmarks in our
villages and towns.

Today people require better standards of
comfort and services such as heating, lighting,
toilets and kitchens, as well as spaces that reflect
modern liturgical and secular uses and thinking.
A building that does not change will almost
certainly die and a return to the church building
being used for secular activities as well as
worship will, we all hope, bring new generations
to St George’s and build a sustainable future.

Over the next 18 months there will be
another period of change, one that will retain the
best of the past, but also, we hope ensure survival
into the future. | hope all will recognise that this
change is essential and that in another 150 years’
time there will probably be a further evolution.
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STRENGTH TRAINING
Fon woMEN You're never too old to reap the

benefits...
Onpe-ta-one at my

-Stronger bones

$tl.ldi|'3 in EEH'End en Increased metabolic rate

Iimproved posture B stability
Better blood pressure control
Maintenance of @ healthier
body composition

Reduced Injury risk

www. . thiswoemanliftsicom
clizabeth@thiswomanlifts.com
OTBEER3II2GO0

CHALKDOWN RDA

Charity No1174554

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Chalkdown Riding for the Disabled,

Hand-Finished Curtains

& Blinds Staplehurst, are currently looking for
volunteers to help with their therapeutic
Fabrics & Poles riding sessions on Wednesday and Thursday

mornings in term time. If you have equine
experience, enjoy being part of a team and

would like to help our riders discover
Wallpaper & Paint the healing power§ of horses then
please get in touch.

Upholstery & Loose Covers

Lighting & Carpets All volunteers will need to provide
two references and will be DBS checked.

Email staplehurstrda@gmail.com
for more information

www.lucyandl ew.co.uk Or download an application form from

i :_@lucyandrowimoriors ~ lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk -~ 07930 507047 chalkdownstaplehurst-rda.co.uk

Step away and rest a while!

Transform your skin health with well researched

technologies and nutrients to feed your skin from within.

Discover advanced massage, well-being packages and
beauty treatments to unwind and revitalise with.
Experienced and compassionate therapists you can trust.

Gift Vouchers Available

azaratherapies.co.uk @
info(@azaratherapies.co.uk A Z A |:\) A

. T.07711483038 THERAPIES




Riding for the Disabled:
Transforming lives

with horse power

‘“To enrich the lives of disabled people through
horses’ is the Riding for the Disabled Association
(RDA) vision and when | visited our local group
in Staplehurst it was inspiring to see the
tremendous enjoyment the students get from
being on a horse.

The RDA are pioneers in the therapeutic use
of horses and the only major UK charity focused
specifically on the health and wellbeing benefits of
bringing people and horses together. It supports
over 25,500 disabled children and adults annually
through activities including riding, carriage driving,
and non-ridden experiences such as Quiet
Corners and Tea with a Pony.

Our closest RDA centre is the Chalkdown
Group based at the Duckhurst Equestrian Centre
in Staplehurst. Two days a week during term time,
people of all ages and abilities, including those
with physical and learning disabilities, sensory
impairments, long-term health conditions and
neurodiversity, gather to enjoy the thrill and
freedom of riding horses.

The group is led by chair Pauline Roestenburg
who, together with over 50 volunteers (including
Benenden villagers Louise, Deborah, Gill, Lynne
and Sarah), guides and encourages students from
Snowfields Academy in Cranbrook every
Wednesday and up to 20 riders every Thursday
(10am-1.30pm) during term time.

During my visit it was lovely to see the sheer
enjoyment on the faces of sisters Skarlet and
Sienna while they rode their ponies around the
school, led and supported by the volunteers.
Before long, Paul, Paula and Jonathan arrived from

the Grange in Benenden to enjoy their regular
riding session. Grace who started riding with
Snowfields Academy last year has grown so much
in confidence that she now volunteers helping to
look after the horses on a Saturday.

“It is amazing to see the physical and mental
improvements our students experience over
the weeks,” says Pauline.“They gradually grow
in confidence and it can be transformative.

The movement of the horse can help in relaxing
tight muscles, strengthening core stability,
reducing spasms and improving balance, posture
and co-ordination.”

And it’s not just the riders that benefit. It’s an
opportunity for parents and carers to relax and
forge friendships over homemade coffee, tea and
cake. It costs £40,000 a year to keep this charity
doing its valuable work and they organise fund
raising events throughout the year like their
upcoming very special Christmas concert (details

below). It promises to be a lovely festive event.
Ruth Clark

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
TONGSWOOD
CHAMBER CHOIR
SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER AT 6PM
AT ST DUNSTAN’S CHURCH, CRANBROOK
An li\'cni.n}: of Christmas Music - Proceeds to

Chalkdown Group Riding for the DiSabled

TICKETS: £15

(to inclwde a glass of wine)
Available for purchase via QR
Code, Pages Newsagent,
Cranbrook or our Website

Wine generous\y sponsored by Biddenden Vmeyards

www.chalkdo

§ urst-rda.co.uk
Charity N 554



‘The grandees
have departed,
but they have

left behind

a significant

inheritance’
At the planting of an
oak tree to mark the
100th anniversary of
Lord Rothermere’s
poignant bequest to the village, following

the death of his two sons in World War |,

David Harmsworth gave this address in
continued gratitude

Up at Hemsted House, the girls’ school, there’s
an impressive stone fireplace in the entrance hall
with a coat of arms above it: crossed rolled
newspapers, with four flying bees.

When | first visited Benenden almost exactly
50 years ago, | had no idea why it was there,
until | was ushered into the headmistress’s study
and Betty Clarke fixed me with beady, teasing
eyes and asked me if | had noticed my family
coat of arms. | had to confess both that | hadn’t
noticed it and that | had no known connection
to any famous Harmsworths. | still know of no
blood connection!

However, | got the job and I’'m grateful that
when Lord Rothermere sold Hemsted Park a
hundred years ago, it was sold to the founders
of the school. He also left gifts of land to
the parish which have been valuable to
generations of us ever since. Hence the
commemorative tree.

Those crossed newspapers and the bees are
good icons for just how Lord Rothermere came
to be able to afford to buy Hemsted Park in
1912. Constant activity and publishing. His father
Alfred Harmsworth was a not-very-successful
barrister, his mother the Irish daughter of a
land-agent. Together they had |3 children;
Harold Harmsworth was the second son.

He left school at |6.

When he bought Hemsted it was as Sir
Harold Harmsworth, Baronet of Horsey. No
fewer than three of his brothers were also to

By iy B ] PN . T FESusT ¢

become lords. His older brother Alfred was the
first. At Stamford Grammar School he had
launched a school magazine. He started work as
a journalist. He wrote frequently for the greatest
publishing success of the time, Titbits magazine.
Alfred, at the grand age of 23, decided to set up
his own
publication,
but to raise
the thousand
=" pounds

TS BT

-'-'-.'--;.'-:;..-_.-.-..:.:_.__ ! _ " required he

] -_ FEisTay T "~ needed the

e ER R st help of his

- Jounger
BTSN S il i brother
Harold. Together they launched Answers to
Correspondents, often devising themselves the
questions which they would then answer.

It was a great success, and they followed up
with further titles - Comic Cuts, Boys’ Home
Journal, Pluck, Marvel, Boy’s Friend, Forget-Me-

Not (subtitled A Pictorial Journal for the Home)

Home Sweet Home, Home Chat and Sunday
Companion. Six years later the brothers
purchased the Evening News and two years after
that launched the Daily Mail. Busy publishing

bees, indeed. And the growth and acquisitions

Eaau@%*
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L %

-"ul ul
was elevated to * w # m

become Baron in 1914, 5
LA i

went on with the
creation of
Associated
Newspapers Ltd.
From Baronet, Sir
Harold Harmsworth



taking the title Lord Rothermere of Hemsted.
He loyally supported the government during the
war and in November 1917 was appointed as
Secretary of State for Air. Two of his sons,Vyvyan
Harmsworth and Vere Harmsworth, both joined
the British Army, and they are a large part of the
reason we are here today.

Vyvyan in 1914 was a student at Oxford. He
enlisted and as a Captain in the Irish Guards was
wounded on several occasions in France, finally
so severely that he was repatriated but died in
hospital two months later, aged 23.

His younger brother Vere was a pupil at
the Royal Naval Colleges in Osborne and
Dartmouth and in August 1912 gained the rank
of midshipman. Although he had been discharged
because of a hearing problem, he volunteered in
1914 for the Royal Navy Voluntary Reserve and
was assigned to the Royal Navy Division. He was
captured in Antwerp but escaped to serve in
Gallipoli, before being sent to France, where he
died, shot in the throat, on the first day of the
Battle of Ancre in the Battle of the Somme.

The following month Lord Rothermere
tended his resignation as Secretary of State for
Air. David Lloyd George replied: “Your sacrifices
to the national cause have been so heavy, and
the strain imposed on you so cruel that it would
be impossible to deny you the right to some
repose. Sympathy in these matters is generally
best given by silence, but | am sure you know
without my telling you how much | sympathise

with you in your losses
and in the way in which
you have continued your
- public duties in spite

of everything.”

In 1919, he was

further elevated to

. became Viscount

Rothermere, but one can imagine just how his

. hopes for his sons at the house here had been

dashed. Moreover, his brother was a sick man
and when he died in 1921, Lord Rothermere
took full control of the newspaper empire.
This recreation ground was his gift to us in
memory of Vyvyan; in memory of Vere, he gave
the recreation ground in Iden Green; he also

gave land for allotments, and the St George’s
Club building built by Lord Cranbrook.

It feels, as one looks back, as though we are
handling the acorns that have fallen from the
giant trees of the past.The grandees have
departed, but they have left behind a really
significant inheritance. Lord Rothermere was
at the forefront of producing educational
publications; I've no idea
what he thought about
passing on Hemsted
House to become a s
school, but it happened 1,
only a couple of years .
after he started to publish j
instalments of the
Harmsworth Encyclopedia.

In paying tribute to
Lord Rothermere’s

Captain Harold

ike also to pay tribute George

to the way in which over HaroSworth MC

the years many people
have stepped up to looking
after our inheritance: all
those parish councillors
who acted as the trustees
of the Harmsworth
Memorial Trust and

made bold decisions
which led to the
repurposing of the
allotment plots for
valuable housing and
provided the recreation

Lieutenant Vere

grounds with playground Sidney Tudor

facilities, the Iden Green HarnkWorth

pavilion and the Benenden
village hall. The management and future of these
assets are now in the care of the Benenden
Village Trust - long may it flourish.

Mighty oaks from little acorns grow.There
is an oak in Hemsted Park next to our
house which is getting on for 400 years old,
and it occurs to me that if this oak grows as
well, it will be here for the 500th anniversary
of Lord Rothermere’s gift. Shall we all gather
again in 24247
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No need to go far for

your Christmas wines

Peter Thomas talks you through the festive
drinks’ menu at the community shop

It’s probably just me, but | find that while other
people are fretting over Christmas presents for
Auntie Pauline, | start ruminating on the matter
of Christmas wine sometime in October. It’s not
a chore.As | say every year, | just don’t like to
think of me popping my clogs at the festive
dinner table (perhaps choking on a rogue
sprout) and my final thought being:“l wish

my last bottle of wine hadn’t been a duffer.”

The best thing is that we won’t have to go
far to drink well, because the wine department
in the community shop will have everything
anybody needs on the wine front at a variety
of price points.

Christmas can be tricky, because of the
wide-ranging menus, from smoked salmon to
turkey, maybe beef, all the fancy trimmings,
preceded by mince pies and followed by a
pudding with a bit of holly on top.

Perhaps you'd like to eliminate the festive
nonsense and go for a pair of multi-purpose
bottles to see you through the big day, in
which case I'd probably go for Rhones from
the exalted Perrin family: Cotes du Luberon
Blanc (£11.95) and Ventoux Rouge (£12.25).
They’ll work well enough with pretty much
anything you can throw at them.

Or, to start with, a couple of easy-drinking
white aperitifs, the Fremondo Falanghina del
Sannio (£11.25) or the Le Versant Viognier
(£10.45), which represent some of the best value
in the shop; followed by a full-bodied and fruity
red, Rupe Secca, Nero d’Avola at £10.95, which
went down a storm at a recent village tasting.

The more decadent among you may like to
start the day with bubbles, and management are
working to put some Champagne on the shelves,
but if you'd rather stay local, you won’t go far
wrong with the sparkling wines from Biddenden’s
Gribble Bridge range, pink or white (both
£22.95), followed by the excellent Benenden
Bacchus at under 20 quid, which would cut
through the oily richness of smoked salmon.

Sauvignon blanc and
chardonnay are both classics
with smoked fish. I'm a fan of
the understated Domaine de
la Bergerie Touraine Sauvignon
at £14.25, but the Vignerons
Foncalieu Sauvignon at £9.25
will do just as well. Moving up
our range, the perfect match
is the Domaine Simonin Macon-
Vergisson, a white Burgundy that,
although its price tag of £16.75
may seem daunting, is worth
every penny. For a few
pounds less, try the
Pask Gimblett Gravels
Chardonnay from
New Zealand (£13.35).

With the turkey,
| think the buy is the
silky-smooth Quinta
da Extrema Colinas
do Douro Superior
(£11.70), which would
be hard to beat at the

A

CoLinAs po DoURO

price. If you go rogue

and have a nice rib of e By o o)
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beef, surely it has to
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be our finest claret,
the Chateau Argadens
Bordeaux Superior at
a very keen £15.25.
Personally, | can’t
imagine Christmas 021
without a couple of
half-bottles of sweet
wine, in case anybody
has room for puddings
and trifles. We have the
unctuous Sauternes,
Petit Guiraud from

Chateau Guiraud at a

pricey-but-worth-it £20.15, or the more-
affordable but still excellent Domaine de
Coyeux, Beaume de Venise for £13.95.
Then go and sit down in an armchair
for an hour or two. Happy Christmas.



It’s nearly time to get
dressed for Christmas

This year | am very much on track - all this rain
and now slightly cooler conditions have made
bulb planting much easier than last year, which
was so dry, and there is still plenty of time to
put bulbs in should any of us be lagging behind
on that front.

| also seem fairly well ahead on clearing and
cutting back in the borders, although | am still
very much ‘on the fence’ about whether this
should happen now or | should wait until early
spring. My current thoughts are that if a plant is
looking untidy now it will look dreadful in
January so it gets cut back and the borders
look so much better for it.

| still leave lots of leaf litter and debris on
the soil surface, as it will act as a brilliant mulch
to slowly melt into the ground and provide
habitats for tiny insects to over-winter without
disturbance. | have noted Troy Scott-Smith (of
Sissinghurst) cuts his spent perennials and
leaves the clippings on the ground nearby. It is
surprising how quickly matter decays if left on
the soil surface.

At home | do not have much in the way of
borders and paths but | do have large areas of
lawn, which | like to leave long in the summer,
mowing wide paths throughout to give the
area some purpose. | am kept busy with this

now as | like to keep the ‘path’ areas nice and
short for winter, so | am still mowing whenever
it is dry enough.

| do maintain two large country gardens for
clients, however, so | am kept busy with those
instead, which also provides me with lots of
foliage for wreaths and indoor decorations.
There is ivy, some bay and sarcococca, a pretty
variegated pittosporum, juniper, skimmia and
euonymus - all of these will either go into a
wreath or be tied into bundles around candles

on the Christmas table. If |
! remember, | will cut
hydrangea flowers and
leave to dry in a cold shed
before using these too.

Ivy can be a contentious
issue, especially if you are
superstitious, but | love it
trailing around my house. It can crisp up a bit in
the warmth but is very easily replaced. | cram
some white scented viburnum flowers into
small glass vases and pop in some eucalyptus
from the florist for contrast.

| do rely on trips to the
florist at this time of year. It’s
a fun thing to do and | can
pick up some sprayed foliage
pieces if | haven’t had time to
do these myself, plus there
are always tempting pots of
white cyclamen and small
hellebores to buy. | also like
those tiny conifers that can
look perfect on a windowsill

or table surrounded by tea

lights and some twinkling decorations.
However we get there, the Christmas

period is a magical one and | always find time

to slow down and enjoy the moment for what

it is: a gathering of friends and family, good food

and a chance to reflect on the year gone and

look forward to the new.Wishing a merry

Christmas to you all.

Annabel Lear GARDENS

Planting . Design . Consultancy

07759 440922 annabellear@btinternet.com
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Pipes & Nails

e Home o Garden
Property Maintenance
Plumbing & Handyman Service

Local & Trusted
~ We’ll take care of your home ~
Fast, local emergency help.
No job too small.
No call-out charge.
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Chris Leach 07919 143755
leachfamilly@gmail.com
www.pipesandnails.com
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Peasmarsh Place Country Care has been an
independent provider of elderly care since 1984,
Started by the current Viscount Devonport

Peasmarsh Place Care Home is a stunning residential home
setin 5acres on a country estate in Peasmarsh, East Sussex.

The residents of the home are supported and cared for by
the trained team who provide care 24 hours a day. All our
rooms are en suite and offer luxurious accommodation.

As the home caters for up to twenty elderly residents,
staff can assess and fully understand each resident’s needs.

Why not contact the home, arrange a
visit, and see what we have to offer?

Peasmarsh Place, Peasmarsh, Rye, TN31 6XE | Tel: 01797 230555

www.peasmarshplace.co.uk | Email: manager@peasmarshplace.co.uk




Above: Village gatherings: For an Act of Remembrance at the war memorial on Remembrance Sunday; litter pickers dressed

for the autumn village tidy; in costume for the craftanoon on All Hallows Eve at the community shop

Front cover:All is quiet, all is still: Moonlight over Iden Green. Photograph: Siobhan Massey




