Upton Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting at Upton Village Hall at 6.30 pm

Tuesday 17th May 2022
Present Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor Innes Davis, Councillor Val Thompstone, Councillor David Williams, Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor Karen Telling, Councillor Libby Warden, County Councillor Frances Nicholson and Parish Clerk Phoebe Purvis. 
1. Apologies District Councillor Dave Mansell and District Councillor Mark Blaker.

2. Declarations of Interest – none.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 1st March 2022 were approved and signed by Chairman.
4. Parish Land

Boundary fence to be erected between PC land and Mel’s garden.  Chris Govier to quote.  Awaiting response from Mel as to whether he wishes to continue renting the land.

5. Planning Matters that have arisen since last meeting   
Little Acres, Treborough – Ongoing, has been declined and now resubmitted.

Upton Garage – replacement building approved.

6. Highways
We need to find out process to escalate the lack of repairs to the main road.  Action for Clerk to find out official escalation process and also freedom of information process for finding out the cost of traffic lights for extended period of time.  The traffic lights have been booked for another year!

CG Lynch have been assigned to the carriageway into the village and have dug large excavation, initial findings are that the earth may not have been properly compacted around the pipes, and this may have caused the road to sink – the pipes may not be leaking.

The repair to the sunken drain, which is on the opposite carriageway going out of the village is contracted to Milestone.  We question whether using two different contractors to repair the main road may lead to issues between contractors.  Action for Councillor Nicholson to find out what has been agreed.

Councillor Nicholson reminded us to give full details of pot holes, etc to be repaired to the  Dulverton and Exmoor Division pilot scheme for highways.  Action for Councillor Davis to co-ordinate this.

Another large lorry has crumbled the edge of the road surface at Cuckolds Combe and demolished the field fence.  Action for Councillor Davis to report repair.  Action for Councillor A’Brook to talk to farmers ordering deliveries and request they make clear for all deliveries to be delivered in smaller truckloads, or to come an alternative route or to be delivered to a lay-by for collection by tractor.  The residents themselves have to be more proactive to ensure the highway is not damaged.  Action - Councillor Davis to chase up signage to say not suitable for large trucks.  The ongoing situation with parked vehicles at the corner of Hensetown Lane makes it difficult for trucks to turn in there.   
Speeding - Councillor Davis met with Kate Brown from Highways and has a number of useful suggestions and is requesting the costing of improvements.  Dashed line edges around the Skilgate junction at the pub would help give advance notice of the junction, as would gates to show village boundary.  We need to decide on the right level of signage, eg give way, pedestrians in road, etc.  Kate also suggested the small improvement scheme, Councillor Nicholson said all proposals from Upton had been dismissed at previous submission, we were not given a clear explanation as to why it was dismissed so quickly.
There has been an increased number of deer in the road, the sizes of the wild herds roaming has increased.  We may need to think about deer warning signs in future.

7. Village Hall

Back in regular use, Jubilee Celebrations invitations to be sent out.
8. Finances
8.1 Certificate of Exemption 2021/2

The year end reports were reviewed and the certificate of Exemption was approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
8.2 Annual Governance Statement 2021/2
The annual governance statement was reviewed and approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

8.3 Accounting Statements 2021/2
The accounting statements were approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
S016 Form and cheques signed.

· £10

Upton Village Hall

· £173.44
Community First Insurance

· £165
Clerks’ Salary 1st April – 30th June 2022

· £135.51
Clerk costs 30th November 2021 – 16th May 2022 



(includes £95.88 for two sets of AED pads)
9. Update from District and County Councillors
County Councillor Nicholson reminded us of the panel meeting on 9th June, councillors A’Brook, Davis and Williams to attend to speak to Andrew Turner.

 
10. Wimbleball Lake

No news since last meeting.  Awaiting formal consultation, questions should be reviewed with stakeholders before consultation.  No agreed dates.  Action for Councillor Nicholson to find out current status.
11. Jubilee Celebrations

A village beacon is to be lit at top of Eastmoor Lane on Thursday 2nd June, with tea party at village hall on Sunday and new village history exhibition.

12. Any Other Business 
The pub is closing down as a business, need to check planning regulations as an important amenity hub for the village that also provides employment.  Action for clerk to ask for notification if the electricity to the heated cabinet for AED is to be disconnected.
Action for Clerk to make enquires re lack of mobile signal.
13. Suggested Items for next meeting – None.
14. Dates of next meetings;  
Tuesday 20th September 2022

Tuesday 29th November 2022

Tuesday 28th February 2023
Tuesday 16th May 2023  AGM 6.00 Start

The meeting finished at  7.15 pm.
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