IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Virtual Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 31st March 2021 via Zoom at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith 
D May

JP Carr


A May

L Brown

R Elliott
A Drage
V Wilkinson
K Watt


D Shroll, 
M May 

 




T Maguire

J Dunkley
The meeting started at 7.15pm. NCC Cllr M Griffiths attended but there were no other members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr M May
20/83
Public participation/Police Report/NCC Update
No members of the public present.  Cllr M Griffiths attended the meeting and stated that NCC and BCW had now been replaced by the North Northamptonshire Unitary Council where it was hoped that the close relationship and partnership with all parish councils would continue.  It is hoped that parish forum meetings will be organised for the North on a regular basis.  Cllr Griffiths wished all councillors well for the future.
Police - There had been a virtual JAG (police) meeting where it was stated that a new Sargent B Hughes would be taking over the rural areas.  There had been a great deal of work in Wellingborough Town in order to combat gang and drug crimes which needed the support of the rural officers, however more recruits were being employed.  It was stated that there had been 350 crimes reported in the rural area during the last 3 months but these were not broken down into districts.
20/84
Declaration of Interest

· Cllr Maguire declared an interest in agenda item 20/95
20/85
Minutes
· The minutes from 24th February 2021 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair asap
20/86
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £10,894.02 for March 2021 be approved [image: image1.emf]
b) The Current financial statement £164,831.14
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs JP Carr & P Armstrong to authorise the bacs payments for March 2021 when possible. 
20/87
Village/Cemetery/War Memorial
The grass in the cemetery had been cut and several compliments were received regarding its appearance.  A request had been received asking if a seat could be donated at the cemetery.  Discussion took place regarding this and the type of seat to be donated as once installed the parish council would be responsible for its maintenance.  Councillors were asked by the Chair to visit the cemetery in order to discuss the matter at the next meeting.
20/88
Planning
· NW/21/00211/FUL – New vehicular access – Land adj Station Road Irchester – Objections were raised as to the need for a further access as, no explanation was given and from the previous planning application, this was refused.  Councillors stated that now the work on the railway bridge had been completed the hard standing and gravel should be removed and returned back to agricultural land with the hedge being reinstated.  The application was not in line with NNJCS policies 2,3 and 4.
· NW/21/00184/FUL – Double storey side ext – 52 Farndish Road – Due to the uncertainty of land ownership the parish council have requested a site visit as the road is unadopted and the application could cause an impact on the footpath and public access.
· NW/21/00259/FUL – Single story extension – 1 Manton Spinney Knuston – No comments

· NW/21/00252/FUL – Part single side extension – 19 Ash Close – No Comments
20/89
Highways
· Discussion took place regarding the quotation to repair the notice board in School Road.  It was noted that this had not yet been received however it was agreed to delegate powers to the Clerk, Chair and Vice Chair up to £500 to get the repairs done once the quote had been received.
· Discussion took place regarding the quotation to re varnish the bus shelter next to the recreation ground in Wollaston Road.  RESOLVED to accept the quotation for £300 to have the bus shelter repaired at Wollaston Road.
.20/90
Play Areas
·  Discussion took place regarding replacing the old play equipment on the Recreation Ground.  A grant for £8,000 had been allocated by BCW so the quotations had been reviewed.  It was RESOLVED to accept quotation for £15,947.45 Option 2 Castle Galahad and Mystical World Dinosur.
· There had been a problem with the bearings in the rotating seesaw and the council agreed to ask an engineer from Wicksteed to check if the unit was still safe to use. A quotation had been received from Proludic which was over £1000.00 for replace the bearing.  It was agreed to obtain a quotation regarding a replacement piece of equipment incase it was required.
20/91
Community Information

The Chair stated that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held via zoom on 21st April at 7.00pm.  Invitations had been sent out to organisations who would be advised of zoom details if attending.

20/92
Correspondence
· A temporary mobile post office was scheduled to attend the village on Thursday for 1 hour between 2-3 pm from 1st April located in the Working Men’s car park.
20/93
Exclusive to public and press

20/94
Lengthsman

Discussion took place regarding if the council would pay for the lengthsman to attend a chainsaw course.  It was agreed not to pay for this course.
20/95
Grant

The Sports Association had request a further community grant from the parish council to help with the repair of fencing and the repainting of the ceiling due to water damage.  It was RESOLVED to grant the Sports Association £2500.00 towards the repairs.
Meeting closed at 21.18pm









Chair

PAGE  
22

