
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024125 Form 2

To þe compteted only by Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other smaller

authorities* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was €25'000 or less,

that meet the qualifying criteria, ãnd that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from

a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return 2024125

1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was f25,000 or

less must, after the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

ã) does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or

ur does not wish to certiff itself as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not

exceed â2s,000 and that meet the qualiñ7ing criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able to

declare themselves exempt from sendiñg ihe completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return to

the external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email or by

post (not both) no later than 30 June 2025. Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for which the

Authority will be charged f40 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Ánnual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2)which is made up of:

ci Annual lnternalAudit Report (page 4) musi be completed by the authority's internal auditor'

dj section 1 - Annual Governance Siatement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority.

ej Section 2 - Accounting Statements (page ö_t au¡1 qe completed and approved by the authority' NOTE:

Authorities certifying thelmselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual Governance

and Accountability Return to the external auditor.
3. The authority ru"í"pprove Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2_Accounting

Statements and both'must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage before I July

2025.

Publication Requirements
Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the

Accounts and Audit Reguiations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the

Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include:
. Certificate of Exemption, page 3
. Annual Internal Audit Report 2024125, page 4
. Section I - Annual Governance Statement2024125' page 5
. Section 2 -Accounting Statements2024125, page 6
. Analysis of variances
. Bank reconciliation
. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation l5 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015'

Limited Assurance Review
Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. lf so, the authority should not certiff itself

as exempt or compláte ttre Cèrt¡Rcate of Exemption. lnstead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR

ZOZ lZSand return it to the external auditor together with the supporling documentation requested by

the external auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be Ê210 +VAT.

provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed

under 'publication Requirêments', there is no requirement for the authority to have a review.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Acco untability Act 20 1 4.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 202412s, sections 1 and 2

' An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must do
so at a meeting of the authority after 31 March 2025. lt should not submit its Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor. However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

' The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2025. Reminder
letters will incur a charge of f40 +VAT for each letter.

' The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in the Pràctitioners' Guide* which is updated from
time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end.

' The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternalAudit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

' The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
statements (section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certiñ7 the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented
to the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign ihe accounts.

' The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the
AGAR approval.

' Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxês left empty), and is properly signed enddated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

' Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off.
' Y¡u must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or

Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.
' The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accountíng

statements on page 6. Guidance is provided ín the Practitioners' Guidà* which may assist.
' Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year

(Box 7 of 2024) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2025).

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

' The authority must publish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulatio n 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of pubiic rights and the name ând
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2025.

Have all highlighted boxes been completed?All sections

Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published?

lnternal Audit Report Haveallhighlighted boxes been completed bythe internal auditorand explanations

Section 1 Forany explanation publication?tostatement thewhich ts no' antsresponse available for

theHas FinancialResponsible Officer theed statementssign beforeaccounting
to thepresentation forauthority approval?

asH auththe S of theority' accou nti statementsapproval been confrmedng
the ofnature Chairthe theofby stg 2meetingapproval

significant publanHas ofexplanation variations been shed where red?requ

k reconciliation as at 3l March 2025 been reconciled to Box g?Has the ban

Section 2

of any difference between Box 7 and Box g available, should
a question be raised by a local elector and/or an interested

ls an explanation

parly?
Sections 1 and 2 fundsTrust have al isclosuresd madebeen theif AS a IS aauthority body corporate

sole trustee? Councils(Local only)

completion checklist - 'No' answers mean you may not have met requirements
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Gertificate of Exemption - AGAR 2024125 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross

expenditure did not exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2025' and that

wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the

Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and

Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a

meeting of the authority after 3'1 March 2025 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no

later than 30 June 2025 notifying the external auditor.

Featherstone Parish Council, Northumberland

certifies that during the financial year 2024125, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the

year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed Ê25'000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2024125: Ê2'900 ì :

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2024125: Ê2,630 :

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited

assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return

Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which afee of 8210 +VAT will be payable'

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

. The authority was in existence on 1st April2021

. ln relation to the preceding financialyear (2023124),the externalauditor has not:
. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

. issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule I to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014 ("lheAct"), and has not withdrawn the notice
. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
. made an application under section zali ¡ of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and

the applicaiion has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
. The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act'

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,

exceeding f25,000, then ihe-certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor

either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of

variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit

Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,

aloig with a copy of this cértificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2025.

Sign-ing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

sig nsible Financial Officer Date

2710512025

Date

'27t05t2025

I confirm that this Certifìcate of
Exemption was apProved bY

this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

20125.O1

27t05t2025

Signed by Chair

f Ur-ugV-.
Generic email address of Authority

featherstoneclerk@gm a¡l.co m

*Published web address

Telephone number

07443,630202

https://northumberlandparishes. uk/featherstone

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post.(not

both) as soon as possible ätter certification to your external auditor, but no later

than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters for late submisa¡on will incur a charge of Ê40 + VAT.
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Annuaf lnternal Audit Report 2024125

Featherstone Parish Council, Northumberland

https://northumberlandparishes, uUfeatherstone

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority's internal auditor acting independen¡y and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance witñ the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.
The internal audit for 2024125 has been carried out in accordance with this authoríty's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table' Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).
Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit ñâ+ÂDate

'lf the response-is'no'please slate the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified
(add separate sheets if needed).

'*Ngt"j lf the- response is 'not covered'please state when the moet recent intemal audit wori< was done in this area and when it isnext planned; or, if coverage is not requfred, the annual intemal audit report must explain wtry nãi faád separate sheets if needed).

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept through out the financial year

VAT

ThisB. autho com ied itswith nancíalfirity p ulati werentsreg ons, cestnvot allpayme supported by
wasnditure andexpe WAS a ntedaccou fo

c. Th
of

authIS assessed eth riority tosks itssignificant and thereviewedachieving objectives acyadequ
to thesemanage

D. The
the

ratesor u rement resprecept u froIted anmreq adequate nstbudgetary progressprocess; agai
was la itoredmon andregu rly reseryes awere

E. Expected income was
banked; and VAT was

, based on correct prices, properly recorded and prompfly
accounted for.

fully received

F.

VAT
cash werentsPetty supayme properly al cashbypported receipts, reitu waspetty expend

and ap ntedaccou fo

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were pro

were paid in accordance with this authority's
perly applied.

AssetH dan entsinvestm rSiste we re an dcomplete accurate and p maintained.
cPeriodi nkba account reconciliations were rriedca uto duriperly the year

J Accou statementsnting ud ri the reWCprepared ng ared theon rrectcoyear prep ccounti basisng
and Io atncome ndreceipts payments itured toreed the( expen cash suag), book, anbypported
auduate trailit Ufrom nadeq records ndderlyi where ate debtorsng and itorscred wereppropn

recorded.rly

K. tf the certified itself exeas from limaauthority assuranited revtewce inmpt 2023t24 metit the
andcriteria coexemption itselfdeclaredrrectly the ahad(tfexempt. assurancelimitedauthority

ofrevtew /ts 202s/24 tickAGAR "not covered")
L. The authority published the required information

the internal audit in accordance with the relevant
on a website/webpage up to date at the time of

M. then covered th AGAts theyear by R, correctl rovided aforauthority v p for exethe ofrctseperiod
c as thepubli rights ntsAccou dan Audit Urequired by lations theReg AGAR2024-25(during period,

were tn torelation 2023-24thepublic rights RAGA videnced a onnotice websitethe and/orby
minutesapproved dathe fesauthority confirming

authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2023124 AGARN. The
(see AGAR l Guidance /Vofes).

lnternal control objective Not
covered**Yes

O. (For local councils only)
charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.Trust funds (including

Yes
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2924125

FæñÊrsþne Parish Gouncfl, NorthurnMld

hüpefÛrortrurùerlandpæishæ'l*traatfi et:ton€

Ourlng the financial Year ended 31 March 2025, lhis authoritY' s internal auditor acling independently and on the

basís of an âssessment clf risk, carried oul a seleclive assassment of comPliance wilh the rslôvant Procedures

anrj controls in operalion and obtained appropriate evidence fronr the authorily'

The internal audit for 2A7425 has been carried out

eoverage. On the þasis of the fìndings in the areas

rn accordance with lhis authority'

êxamined, the internal audil conclusions
s needs and Planned

are summarrsed in

this lable. Set ot-¡t below are the obiecttves of inlernal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions

on whether, in allsignrficant respecls, the control objectives were being achieved throughottt the financialYear

to a slandârd adequale lo meel the needs of thic authorilY.

A"
lhroughout the fì¡ancialreeo¡ds have been proÞerly

t
VAT

allinvç:icçs,bywere supporledpaymentsitsryillr regulaiions,financralih¡s coøtPlied3. aulhtritY lo¡âcco*nt€d'iVå$andwâs
€rislts to achrevrng lts obiectives

lheselûrt
ðnd,qviewed lhe adeqttacY

C. Tr,s authorÍty asse$sod th€ signiftçånl

€aqarnslprc{ffes$prÐûess.anf¡om Þudgetaryresulted adequaterãleË6l requirèrnentD lhe precðpt
weleresèñ€sandrnonitored"¡#43th6

tandrecorded prornpttyooffectonbasêd p16pcrlYpnrês,vças received.incorute tullyÉ.. ErpeËted
for.accountedVATand \JuAshânksd t

VA'

fJaScash ðxp€nd¡tureall pÉtiyreçs¡Pts.t¡yvueie suF,Forledproporl!¡cðshF payrnenlsPetly
torledåÕcounand

úthíswilhaccordance êrrlhorit-v'sínwercmårnberstc t'âid¡ndI allowanceslû ac.rployeeSalaræsG
ì/Íêrf! applied"properly¡¡¡ requirernen?5andand PAYEapprcvals

H. Ass€l and rnveslmgnlg âûd âçcuiå!Ê ãnd ma¡nlãinadr!Ére

cär¡¡ed ot¡l thewere¡eco¡rcilialionsbank acçountPor:odict"

{
recorded

ba¡isacc{¡untlnglha conecitnweredu the preç:areciyea{ringstaierner¡t5 prepar+dJ. ÅcrÆqlntiltg
l'llcrltheto book-cåsiì bysup¡r{Jtar¡dornls income agrQ€dexpendlture),ar¡d pâym€fecerpts werÊcreditÐrsdeõtors andandrecords where âpptÞPnalefronl rrlrdorlyinglrårla¿¡¡JitadËqûðte

t
review o{ cts 2ü23124 AÇAR lick'nat

thern€trtIn 2$23i24rêì¡rêwlirnrted assuÉn€gtr0mitself¿er*lied åsrK. efemptthe authÕnty
€lhad *sstrlSllçãhmitedlkeArlself aøharÍtydeclared {,trêmptândÕ/iteriå correctlye¡e¡r¡!¡lion

úup ifJ dâte af the time olOQinformâtitn webslte/webPâ(¡ÊTheTfleL, requira<tpublishe<!au{hority
,¡e rntelnål âud¡l rn accordânce with the relevant

ú
exercrset¡Ìe ofa forforthe periodprovidedcorec{ythicthel¡t cör/ared AçAR, authorityñf. t¡yyei¡f

AGÁfI20?4-25 geriad,li16and rtAud lqk,tttrgAccôuñlsthe Regulaltonsa5 re<¡ulred bynghtspublic andi$lr¡eåsfte¿)ll tkønçfiçeâGÁÊA ewdencedtÐrelation 2Aæ-24 ,syt¡e!fifle{e puþlia rçntr
datestt',e sefj,rrrn¡.Jfes

ti¡. The authcr,ty Þas cômpl¡ed w'lh the requ¡rernûn¡s far 20231?4 ÂGAR

,g;G{ft Fîtirtt t G¿ild;¡ncê fuõlesi.
publicåtron

r tå]aJ

as a lruslee
council¡local o¡lylo" {For

resfnêl itsThe council¡c*afitål¡lelL¡ndsTr€jst

r.tl' :¡.. I

I
f ar any othor ¡isk åreôs ¡dêntiÍed Þy ittis au&or¡ty adequate e¡¡nt¡ols

Data{s} intornel audit r¡ndertaken

1gtg5na25 lf#g5/a(ns

åí¡/,\ çê-{-*

existed {lúst any ofrer risk areas sn sepâråte shee'ts if neaded}'

Name of person who carred out the intemal audit

es S M Saunders

19105/202SSignature of Person who
cårriê{t Õut the nternal aurlit

Annual Gove¡nance and Accountability Retum
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2t24¡25 Fo¡m 2
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Date
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement2024125

We acknowledge as the members of:

Featherstone Parish Council, Northumberland

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for

the preþaration ôf the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

,"speci to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025,lhal:

*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

approval was given:

and recorded as minute reference:

2U25.45

Chair

Clerk

https://northumberlandparish es, uls/featherstone

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of the authoritY on:

27t}51202s
€/r

prepared its accounting statements in accordance

with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.{
1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial

management during the year, and for the preparation of

the accounting statements.

{
andmade accepted responsibilitYarrangementsproper

tnresourcesandthefor public moneysafeguarding
its charge.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud

and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has

comptied with Proper Practices in doing so'

{
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves

that there are no matters of actual or potential

non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant fìnancial effect

on the ability of this authority to conduct its

business or manage its finances.

during the year gave all persons interested the oppoftunity to

inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts'{4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the

uirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.req
considered and documented the financial and other risks if
faces and dealt with them properly-

{
5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this

authority and took appropriate steps to manage those

risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial

controls and procedures, to give an obiective view on whether

internal controls meet the needs of this smaller author¡ty'{
6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate

effective system of internal audit of the accounting

records and control systems.

and

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and

external audit.{7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised

in reports from internal and external audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its

during the year including events taking place after the year

end if relevant.

business activitY

{
8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or

commitments, events or transactions, occurring either

during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on

th¡s author¡ty and, where appropriate, have included them

in the account¡ng statements.

{

has met att of its responsibilities where as a body

corporate lt rs a so/e managing trustee of a local trust

or trusts.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including

charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing

trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including

financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or aud¡t.

'Yes'means that th¡s authoritY.
Agreed

The authority websiteiwebpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has

lished.been

lnformation requ¡red bY the Transparency Code (not Part of the Annual Governance Statement)
NoYes
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024125 for

Featherstone : Pa ris h Cou nci l, Northu mberland

L Balances brought
forward 1,969 2,211

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 2,900 2,900

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

14 0
income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

the precept or rates/levies received (tine 2). lnclude any
grants received.

Total

4. (-) Staff costs

1,094 848

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behatf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/arles and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital
repayments 0 0

Total expenditure or payments of capitat and interest
made during the year on the authority,s borrowings (if any)

6. (-) All other payments

1,963 1,809
Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash_
book /ess sfaff cosfs (line 4) and toan interest/capital

7. (=) Balances carried
forward 1,968 2,271

Total balances and reserves at the end ofthe year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

31 March
2024

€

31 March
2025
t

Please round all figures to nearest 1.1 . Do not leave any
boxes blank and repoñ t0 or Nil balances. All figures must
agree to underlying financial records.

Year ending Notes and guidance

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 1,969 2,211

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments hetd as at 31 March _
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

8,000 8,000
The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assels and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings
0 0

The outstanding capitat balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

l1a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as so/e trustee and
ts responsrb/e for managing Trust funds or assefs.

(including charitable )

1lb. Disclosure note re Trust funds The figures in the accounting statements above
s!9!yde any Trust transactions.

For Local Councils Only Yes

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to proper praetices and
present fairly the financial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authoritv faffirovd

,.11 ø4--
Date 2710512025

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

27t05t2CI25

as recorded in minute reference:

20t25.03 :. :

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved

?. 'L^^.6\q\^,
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