


NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL


Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr I Sadler, Cllr B Cole, Cllr S Moulson, Cllr N Groom		
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr T Dainty


ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 19Tth NOVEMBER 2025 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES


1 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements & Public Session
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:30pm.  There were no absences or announcements.  One member of the public attended the Meeting.  
The Council members received a representation from a resident who complained about the Parish Council’s response to their planning application.  The resident left the Meeting. 

2	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 
 
3	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th September 2025 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Sadler proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
The Councillors discussed the response submitted from the Parish Council to the planning application raised in the public session. The Councillors agreed that they were all entirely content with the response which had given material grounds for objection, set against policies including the Local Plan, 3 Parishes Neighbourhood Plan and the NPPF.  It was noted that the application has since been approved by Shropshire Council.  They further agreed that there is no need to review how planning applications are considered or responded to by this Council, which are done from an objective point of view, taking in the opinions of all elected Members representing the Parish, set against policy, proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved.   

5	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Dainty reported that financial scrutiny committees are all now in place. The Council will be applying for grants from Central Government.  20mph zones are still being considered. Cllr Dainty has put forward Main Road, Norton to incorporate the School zone.  The Council is in talks with Oxfordshire County Council as it has implemented similar zones.  No timeline has been set for this project.  Boundary limits for the zones will need to be included. The Councillors discussed the proposal to devolve Street Scene services out to Town and Parish Councils and how this might be funded. The revenue would need to come from the precept which would pass the cost onto the electorate. The Councillors discussed the possibility of joining forces to provide services or contract share with Market Drayton Town Council and other rural parishes in the Market Drayton area. 
The Councillors requested that road markings be repainted and potholes are repaired.  The persistent flooding issue between Victoria Farm and the coal yard was raised. Cllr Dainty was asked to escalate a resolution. 
Cllr Dainty left the Meeting at 8:06pm. 
ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
Cllr Cole attended the NSAC meeting.  A presentation was given by Alex Wagner on devolution of services. The Council will be looking at the 82% of its annual precept which is spent on social care costs to see where savings might be made.  The other 18% is also being looked at.  The number of SEN children in Shropshire has risen from 300 pre COVID to 3000. 

6	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
Cllr Moulson to photograph and report potholes for repair.

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
Nothing to report. 

c)	Footpaths – to report concerns				
Nothing to report. 

d)	Road closures – to report
Any notifications will be added to the village Facebook page. 

e)	Street lighting – to report issues				
A light reported as out at the last meeting has yet to be repaired. Action: Clerk to chase Eon. 

f)	Highways matters – to raise concerns
No further matters were raised. 

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
The Clerk reported that the black poplar tree in Forge Lane is now covered by a TPO. 

h)	In Bloom Group update
Cllr Moulson reported that the Group is busy keeping the village tidy. Bulbs are being replaced in the planters.  A plaque is being added to the bird hide. 

i)	School update						
A planning application is expected regarding the demolition and rebuilding of a rear classroom.  

j)	Hedges	
A reminder will be put into the Bradlingstone to remind residents to keep their roadside hedges tidy to ensure that pedestrians can use the pavements safely and motorists can see around them.  The Councillors will check the village for overhanging hedges. 													


7	Jubilee Hall – To receive report from Hall reps
It waw reported that the Christmas Craft Fayre will be held on Saturday. A budget is being prepared for some improvements/updating projects.  A grant funding request to the Parish Council is being considered. 

8	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a)	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance 
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the annual inspection report.  Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Cliff, proposed that the Parish Council pays for the annual inspection to be undertaken going forward.  All agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Cliff and Eardley will go through the report and action any required repairs.  The equipment is covered under the Parish Council insurance policy and PLI. 

b)	Playground Steering Group – Update on lottery funding bid/confirmation 
The Councillors noted that the bid for Lottery Funding had been submitted – the response is outstanding at this time.  If the bid is successful an additional £12k of funds is still required.  A promise auction is planned for March as a part of ongoing fund raising. A plan B will be looked at in the event that the bid is unsuccessful. 

c)	Inspections – to receive monthly operational inspection reports/annual inspection report 
Annual and monthly inspection reports have been received. All items reported are low or very low risk items.  

d)	Community car park – maintenance
Cllr Eardley reported that ongoing maintenance has been discussed with the Hinds Head.  Someone has been found to carry out maintenance, at a cost likely to be c£20ph for perhaps 4 hours per month.  Cllr Sadler proposed approving the expenditure, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Low maintenance, drought tolerant plants are being sought (mainly via donation). 

e)	Asset maintenance
The noticeboard is in need of some work. Cllrs Groom and Moulson to obtain quotes. 

9	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Cole to do the submission which will include a reminder to keep roadside hedges tidy. 

b)	Defibrillator – to update on the installation of the Betton defib unit/cabinet and stand; Bleed kit cabinet
Cllr Eardley reported that we are still waiting for Shropshire Council to put in the concrete pad for the defib stand.  Action: Clerk to chase. 
Cllr Cliff to liaise with the pub regarding the relocation of the plaque to enable the installation of a bleed kit cabinet. 

c)	Car charging units 
No issues.  VAT status registration is being worked on. 




d)	Gov.uk– email addresses – Councillors to confirm account activation 
Most Councillors have now registered. 

e)	Vacancies
Adverts for vacancies have been displayed. 

f)	Remote graveyard waste permit
The new permit was given to Cllr Moulson for display. 

10	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters: SALC bulletins; SaTH updates; Numbers plus statement; SC council partnerships memorandum; Planning guidance; TPO confirmation; 4 all youth club; Nature recovery programme
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the notification of the election fee being charged in January.

11	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts – to acknowledge and approve
Cllr Eardley proposed payment to the Sports Club for £400, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Moulson proposed payment of £500 to the Church towards the clock maintenance, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Sadler proposed the salary adjustment payment, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 
All other payments proposed for approval by Cllr Groom, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) 	Bank reconciliations, cash books, statements – to acknowledge and approve 
Cllr Cliff proposed approving the bank reconciliation, seconded by  Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Budget 2026-27 – to enable Councillors to consider the budget with a view to precept setting
The Clerk presented hard copies of the prepared budget which had been circulated via email. The Councillors discussed the proposed 2026-27 budget and anticipated operational expenditure, which will demonstrate a 7% uplift (proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Cliff) depending on the figures forwarded by Shropshire Council in December. The Councillors agreed that they would be looking to raise the precept by £2k on last year’s precept request. To consider again in January. 

d)	Church clock grant funding request
Covered. 

e)	May elections recharge notification
Covered. 

f)	NIH Community Sports Club grant funding request 
Covered. 

g)	Village Hall grant funding request
This has not yet been submitted. 

h)	Staff salary adjustment payment - Covered. 


i)	Internal Auditor tender
The Councillors considered a tender from Mr R Groome at a cost of £59. Cllr Sadler proposed accepting the tender, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved.

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/10/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/11/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	06/11/25
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£35.00
	Online
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	01/10/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	14/10/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	31/10/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	14/10/25
	British Gas Lite
	Energy Supply
	£66.38
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	10/09/25
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£38.63
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	10/10/25
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£38.63
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	30/09/25
	Ray Parry 
	Playground inspection
	£42.00
	PAID
	PHA 1875; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	10/25
	Cllr Moulson
	Expenses
	£60.00
	1878
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/11/25
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£tbc
	1879
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/10/25
	Ray Parry
	Playground inspection
	£42.00
	Online
	PHA 1875; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	TBC
	Jubilee Hall
	Room hire 
	£tbc
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	31/10/25
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£68.39
	
	



12	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: None received

ii)	Decisions:  
25/03357/TPO  (validated: 09/09/2025)
Address:  Norton Villa, Beswicks Lane, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AX
Proposal:  Crown raise to 5.2m from ground level (to an appropriate growth point) and crown reduce by 3m in height and 2m laterally 1no Oak protected by the Shropshire Council (Norton Villa, Norton In Hales) TPO 2019 (Ref: SC/00333/19)
Decision:  Grant Permission
 25/03026/FUL  (validated: 15/08/2025)
Address:  14 Napley Drive, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4QY
Proposal:  Erection of a part single, part two-storey side and rear extension and demolition of existing conservatory
Decision:  Grant Permission

13	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Precept/Budget

14	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised

b)	Pensions regulator update – Acknowledged: Clerk to complete

There being no further business for consideration the Meeting was closed at 9:14pm. 
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