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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123

BINS - Waste Management Year 32 DECEMBER 2025
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk 0345 6789007

CAXTON SURGERY
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 01691 654646 DOU D an

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100

CORBET SCHOOL www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296
DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre

(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 01691 656882

ELECTRICITY Sf:ottish P?wer (Manweb as was) 0800 001 5400 www.westfeltonma gaz ine.co.uk
KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203
NHS Out of Hours Service 111 i ; i i
Orthopasdic Hosplta 01691 404000 Supporting local business - Supporting the community
PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/ .
POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number 101 M CO mm I.I n Ity ca l'Ol CO n Ce rt N
Oswestry Police Station 0300 333 3000 E
Safer Neighbourhood team—email: l
oswestrvgsnt@westmercia.Dnn.police.uk |E)2 Eve ryo n e We co m e /A\
PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman: Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 ™ D
PUNCH BOWL 07543 040618 R
QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT 01691 610255 @
RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN 01691 681010 \V(
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip L
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 01691 652248
RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 C I
SAMARITANS 116 123
SCHOOL — West Felton C E School 01691 610388 |H G
SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000
Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020
Shrops Councillor: Clir David Walker 01743 256863/ M 07484 541576
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH: MINISTRY vacant
Church Warden: Dr Michael Davie 01691 610612
ST. CHAD'S: Chapel Warden: Mrs Ann Hampson 01691 610845 ] / T
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 01691 610665 . '
VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 at St Michael’s

|E)2
N
I
S
T
WASP Problems Emergency number 01691 831251 / 07772 006994 M Parish Church 3pm Sunday
A
S

WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority 0800 783 4444 Featuring 14t h Decem b er
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE: President: Rhian 07375 997 782 W
est Felton
Tea/Coffee

School Choir mince pies

ZMS > -


mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com

Parish Council

Second Tues of the month, 7:30 School Hall

W West Felton Walkers 10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT...see page 45
H Tuesday mornings: 2 sessions: 9:30-10:30 &
Pilates Class 10:45-11:45am Need to book online GYMCATCH. Phone: Abi
A 07904456368
T Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall
R Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall
S Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School

Felton Flexors

Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall

Table Tennis

Thursday 7:30pm Village Hall

wi

2nd Thursday of the month 7pm Village Hall

Z O

Short Mat Bowls contact Glynnis on 610336

Royal British
Legion

INFORMAL MEETINGS 8pm Meeting, PUNCH BOWL first Mon-
day of the month except Bank holidays then second Monday.

28th Nov  6pm CHRISTMAS TREE SWITCH-ON - Alma Close

4th Dec 10=12 COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING Village Hall 19

7th Dec 4pm' TRAD’ITIONAL CAROLS WITH PACKWOOD CHOIR. 31
St Michael’s church

10th Dec 7pm VILLAGE HALL CHRISTMAS BINGO 19

13th Dec 5pm leaving Oswestry ILLUMINATED TRACTOR RUN. 39

14th Dec

3pm COMMUNITY CAROLS St Michael’s Church, with

WF School. EVERYONE WELCOME. Refreshments

18th Dec

2:30pm CHRISTINGLE West Felton School. All wel-

13

come.

24th Dec 6pm CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE St Michael’s Church 53

24th Dec 4pm CHRISTINGLE SERVICE Whittington Church 13

28th Dec 4pm CAROL SERVICE St Chad’s, Haughton 31
»

What's

Leaton Forest - Logs, Christmas Trees, Wreath
making workshops see page 28, 29
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David Davies & Sons

"Serving the community for over 170 years"

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An independent family business
offering a complete service
including pre-paid funeral plans

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA
01691 653116

W. E. Price

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.

Available 24 hours a day.

Pre-paid funeral plans available

West Felton 01691 610975
Oswestry 01691 652995

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN
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COME AND ENJOY
THE WARM and FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE

INDOOR MARKET: OVER STREET MARKET:

Wednesday, 3 0 Wednesday

Friday & &
Saturday STALLS Saturday
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WEST FELTON

VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity No. 702175

for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,
Sales, Children's parties
Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60
Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40
Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200

Commercial rates by arrangement

DRound and About West Felton

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion
in next issue
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone

Last day for submission of copy and
deadline for content changes
10th DECEMBER 2025

Advertising Rates
for 12 insertions:
Quarter page £60
Tel 01691 610300 Half page £90

colleenhughes748@btinternet.com Full page £150

Editor: Colleen Hughes




m WEST FELTON STORES
Telephone - 01691 610 863

Opening Hours

Monday to Friday: 7am - 8pm
Saturday: 7:30am - 8pm
Sunday: 10am - 7pm

We are doing the delivery service again for those
who are shielding at home.

Please order between 9-12 on our
« phone number 01691 610 863 or

« WhatsApp your order on our business
number (+441691 610 863).

We will deliver as soon as possible, please leave
your name and telephone number,
so we may contact you. Thank you.
Essential items only please,
the minimum spend is £10.00
(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes).

To all our customers

MERRY CHRISTMAS
HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Parish of Whittington and
West Felton with Haughton

Services in West Felton Parish:

St Michael’s, West Felton St Chad’s, Haughton

9:30am every Sunday

unless otherwise stated, SERVICES TO BE ANNOUNCED

e Sunday 7th December,
4:00pmTraditional Carol service

with Packwood choir.

o Sunday 14th December, 3:00pm * SUNDAY 28TH DECEMBER
4PM CAROL SERVICE.

SERVICE ACCORDING TO THE
Book oF COMMON PRAYER.

Community carols & readings.

o Wed. 24th December 6:00pm
Christmas Eve Service with
Communion.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:
Please arrange with The Churchwarden:

Dr Michael Davie 01691 610 612

Pradoe Church

Services - at 10:30am unless otherwise stated

: All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452



RJW

“Electrical “M&V “Renewables

01691 712830

office@rjwelectrical.com

Your Local
Electriclans § Solar
PV Installers

q)omestic, Agricultural, Commercial and
Industrial Electrical Installations

eEleciricc:zl Installation Condition Reporting
®olar PV

v Charger
@Renewable Technologies

ql;AT Testing

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD
Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens
Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF Tel 01939 262 881

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk

Chairman ClIr John THORNHILL 07714 759 466

Vice-Chairman ClIr Ozcan OZAGIR 07955 232 199

ClIr David CURTIS 01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &
SALC Area Committee)

Clir Alastair FORBES 01691 610 524

Clir Mick GREEN 07928 479 305

Cllr Marian HESKETH 01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall).

Cllr Chris JONES 01691 610 354 (Rep SALC Area Committee).

ClIr Pat MABE 01691 610 400

Clir Ed NICHOLAS 01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee)
Clir Neil SUMMERS 07523 318 005
Cllr David WALKER 01691 897 117

Our Shropshire Councillor : Cllr David Walker T: 01743 256863
Mobile: 07484 541576
Our Member of Parliament : Helen Morgan T: 01939 809387
E: helen.morgan.m arliament.uk

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 10 February 2026

9 December 2025 10 March 2026
13 January 2026 14 April 2026
12 May 2026

To Contact the Parish Council
Clerk-Rosemary Wood - 01939 262881
Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com
Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk
Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page
click on a named person
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them.
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NEWALL

TREE SERVICES

www.maxnewalltreeservices.co.uk

BASED IN WEST FELTON FOR THE PAST DECADE, WE COVER
EVERY ASPECT OF TREE SURGERY FROM ROADSIDE REMOVALS
TO PLANTING AND EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN. ALL STAFF ARE

FULLY QUALIFIED AND WE ARE INSURED UP TO 10MILLION.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTATION TO
SEE HOW WE CAN HELP LOOK AFTER YOUR TREES.
- 07770503049 | 01691 700212 -

MAX@MAXNEWALLTREESERVICES.CO.UK

ey " City&eGuilds
e I NPTC

Accredited Contractor Qualified workforce

CHAS.co.uk

Doy Doy Care 2 fome Sy Gervies

w Fully insured 4* star rating. w Daily dog walks located in the countryside.

W Your pet treated as one of the family. % Chill-out zone.

w2 Secure dog run for fun & games. Y Home-from-home alternative to kennels.

s Individual needs catered for. s As well as dogs we also offer pet sitting for
cats as a home visitation service.
% Pick-ups and drop offs available on request.

“ (7:7’7’”7:’115/;
vu Located in West Felton, Oswestry
1 Tel: 07974 152022

L \ A
: - . fe, Email: suzanne.galliers@btinternet.com
' ) - n@waggtytailswestfelton

RIDGE FUELS coAL LOGS, GAS BOTTLES

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES
SELECTION orF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS
SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES
CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY
FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
Wholesaler and Retailer

-@ﬁ B

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk
Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST
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GAS & OIL CENTRAL HEATING
INSTALLATIOMNS E REPAIRS
" . SOUD FUEL
I j|‘r‘!hi|'|.5| ] # GENERAL PLUMBING
i @ 07855811321
HETAS 5 1 /éjﬁff

Report from West Felton Parish Chairman,
Clir John Thornhill

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE
Registered Waste Carrier
Local Operator
For a prompt and efficient service
Contact Edward Scott
on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870

ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE

AdverTise
HERE!
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Neighbourhood Plan - Council
discussed this very important
issue again, weighing the various
arguments for and against. In
the previous issue | set out the
value of having such a plan for
our parish, one of which is that it
carries legal weight in deciding
planning applications. It is a
community-led document that
provides a vision for future hous-
ing development in a local area,
allowing residents to influence
where new homes can be built.
These plans are created by local
communities rather than the
planning authority and become
part of the Shropshire Council
Local Plan. It is a requirement
that non-council members be
part of the Planning Team so is if
you are interested in being in-
volved them please contact my-
self or our Clerk. It was agreed to
hold a public meeting on a Satur-
day afternoon in January and
once we have the date this will
be communicated to you. At that
meeting there will be full debate
about the plan setting out how
the plan is created and the time

and involvement expected from
members of the parish.

We have also received infor-
mation about how we might be
able to fund the project from
local funds provided to us, given
that government is no longer
awarding grants of up to £10,000
centrally.

Defibrillator training - Council
were delighted with the very
positive response and to hear
that 25 members of the parish
attended the training recently. |
am pleased that we now have so
many able to use the facility
should it be necessary. Thank
you to those who came forward.

Parish School event - We were
pleased to receive a lovely pic-
ture and note from the pupils of
the school in response to our
donation for the Summer Slide
activity this year which said;
‘Thanks to your very kind dona-
tion, more than 50 children took
home a book to keep, listened to
a wonderful story teller and en-
joyed our summer picnics. Be-

(Continued on page 8)




(Continued from page 7)
yond that you have helped secure
a life-long love of reading.’

Playing field and dog fouling - We
received the following letter from
a parishioner. ‘It was very disap-
pointing today when | took my
grandchildren to the play-ground
to see a load of dog dirt on the
grass. | presume the owner was
walking around the path and the
dog (large judging by the quantity)
doing his business and clearly did
not bother to clear up. There
needs to be much larger signs on
all of the entrances banning dogs
from being taken to the field as
the very small one obviously is not
noticeable enough. Very disap-
pointing dog ownership.”

Council has agreed to place larger
signs indicating that dogs must not
be taken or allowed onto the play-
ing field unless they are support
dogs, when they should be on a
lead and any fouling cleaned up.
We courteously ask dog walkers to
respect this amenity which is for
parishioners and children to enjoy
and play on without being soiled
in this way.

Shropshire Council report - David
Walker provided an update on
matters relevant to the Parish

Council and our parishioners in
relation to budget matters. He
outlined how the teams of officers
at headquarters have been consid-
erably reduced and this means
there are fewer people involved in
decision making and available to
support parish activities. This re-
duction may continue with an im-
pact on a number of our proposed
developments. These will include
our proposals to react to the con-
cerns of parishioners in regard to
speeding, lighting on The Avenue,
siting of Conservation signs and
Tree Protection Order applica-
tions. A number of items were re-
ported as waiting for a response
and/or action from the Council.
He also reported that £2.3 million
of Council Tax had not been paid
or recovered, with again a likely
adverse impact on parish funds.

Grants - If you wish to make an
application for a grant from the
Parish Council these will need to
be submitted by 31 Dec 2025 for
this year.

Police Report — The Report for the
local police also referred to
‘Emerging trends - Requests for
information.” It reported the fol-
lowing: ‘A male attended a proper-

(Continued on page 9)

Duncan Galliers

Master Upholsterer and
Furniture Restorer

Tel: 07830 050908 Upholstery

Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk

Do you need a bit of help
around your house and garden?

Specialist in traditional
techniques for antique and
modern furniture.

Spring repair,
foam cut to size
and sundries!

¢ DIY jobs e Small plumbing
e House repairs &  and electrical

maintenance jobs
G dening Fully insured. Call 01743 3_53981 or
S Ay Competitive rates. email
: Quotes on request. duncangalliers@aol.com
» Single and Covering Knockin,
double glazed unit Melverley, '
replacements West Felton,

surroundmg areas.

WWW. supportmycomputer.co.uk

eNew PCs and Laptops fully installed at home

eSpyware Removall/lnstallation of Leading Edge
Spyware Prevention

ePerformance Tuning and Business PC Support

eHardware/Software Installations and Training

eUpgrades and Automated Backup

eRemote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also
Available

oFor low fixed Prices from £19.95

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement?
Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response
01691 682480
07940 757503
OFTEC qualified engineer - all works fully insured
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CREATING STUNNING, DREAM KITCHEN MAKEOVERS

For up to 50 Less
Jrl/mw % New KHrcMcw

It couldn’t be easier
to have your dream
kitchen...

1. Choose your style colour from
our large range of door styles and
colours.

2. Everything is made-to-measure
to ensure afirst class
transformation of your existing
kitchen at a fraction of the cost. -—

3. Alldoor styles are one price,
whichever you choose the cost
will be the same.

4. Most kitchens can be
transformed in 1-2 days.

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
KITCHEN AND BEDROOM

EVIVALS

FOR LIKE QUOTE

Just bring in competitors
quote and we will
guarantee to beat it

THE HOME OF KITCHEN AND BEDROOM MAKEOVERS ¢ X 1)

Visit our Showroom: Vanguard Way, Battlefield Enterprise Park, Shrewsbﬂty SY13TG
(opposite the Household Recycling Centre) email: sales@kitchen-revivals.co.uk

www.kitchen-revivals.co.uk 01743 588087
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ty in the village and asked for the
Wi-Fi password claiming to not
have any data left on his phone,
and needed to contact someone in
the village. The house holder
phoned as they had family mem-
bers over with expensive cars on
the drive. The male left without
any issues after being told that the
house holder would be able to
point them in the right direction.’

Please be vigilant in such circum-
stances and report anything unu-
sual to the local police team.

Lord Lieutenant — | met recently
with the Deputy Lord Lieutenant
for this area, Gill Hamer. There
are thirty two DLLs who are the
local representatives of the mon-
archy. We discussed a wide range
of matters including how those
who volunteer for local activities
can be appropriately recognised.
If you think there is anyone in the
parish who is in such a position
please contact me and let me
know the details which | will then
pass on.e

Notification of Road Closure -

HEATH HOUSES JUNCTION TO HARP FARM JUNCT WEST FELTON -

13th to 15th January 2026 - STW Ref 6737828

Purpose: Road Closure - New Water Connection

Works Promoter: Severn Trent Water

Works Promoter Ref: LB9225201-000006737828-01

Enforcement pattern for Unnamed road, Rednal, West Felton: All the

time.

You can view the closure and diversion route here:
https://one.network/?tm=GB146348349

Should you have any queries regarding this closure,
please call
Customer Services on 0345 6789006,
or contact the Street Works Team
on streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk.




¥ Shropshire

Council

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT

Following the Corporate Peer
Challenge (CPC) review by council-
lors and officers from other coun-
cils an improvement board has
been setup to help drive change.
This board met recently for the
first time. Another CPC recom-
mendation was to take a deep di-
ve into council finances. This deep
dive has revealed a shocking state
of affairs, putting the financial po-
sition of the Council in greater
jeopardy. Shropshire Council has
been forced to ask for Exceptional
Financial Support (EFS). The EFS is
a loan that will need to be re-
paid. Given the dire predicted
year end, Shropshire Council has
asked the government for in-year
support and support for the next
financial year.

Overall, the lack of fair govern-
ment funding that recognises the
high costs of an older rural popu-
lation, exacerbated by year upon
year upon year of undelivered sav-
ings has brought Shropshire Coun-
cil to its knees. Many councils are
struggling to balance their books
but Shropshire Council is in a par-
ticularly bad position. The deep

dive has revealed double ac-
counting and extra unplanned
costs. Previous financial monitor-
ing was estimated, but the num-
bers now are based on actual
spending and savings. Shropshire
Council now waits to find out if
they will receive any EFS money
from the government.

Over the last few months as plan-
ning portfolio holder, | have been
lobbying hard to increase re-
sources in planning. Planning
makes money for the council. De-
spite recent cuts planning is al-
ready on track to bring in more
money from development. Essen-
tially if they increase the number
of planners they increase the in-
come planning makes for the pub-
lic purse. It was absurd that the
previous administration made cuts
to planning, capping planning's
ability to generate income. Cuts
removed strategic leadership for
the service. This structural deficit
is now being addressed. Any un-
derperformance in planning risks
delayed planning decisions, un-
planned appeal costs, delayed
adoption of a local plan and failure
to close the 5-year land supply
gap. This increases the risk of un-

(Continued on page 11)
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Hospice

here and at home

Join us at

Lights of Love

Sunday 7 December

to remember together
those no longer with us.

> .

We create a special setting at our Shrewsbury hospice so the commu-
nity can come together as one and celebrate the lives of those we
miss every day, and especially at Christmas.

The service includes music, carols and readings and leads to the
poignant moment when candles are lit, we pause in silence, and our
lights of love tree shines bright in memory of those you hold dear.

You can celebrate the life of someone special to you by dedicating a
light on our tree. Every dedication supports our care. Visit:

https://www.severnhospice.org.uk/lights/

Lights of Love is a continuation of the outstanding care we provide for
local people every day of the year and we hope it brings you comfort.
Everything we do is only possible thanks to your support. Thank you.

There is a free shuttle bus for Lights of Love, running between the Ox-
on Park and Ride and our Bicton Heath hospice. Let us know if you
would like space aboard when you make your dedication.

And, if you are unable to join us on Sunday 7 December, you can still
dedicate a light in our tree. As well as our thanks, we can send to you
a complimentary tea-light holder to use at home on the day so you can
share the moment with us.

Please ensure your dedications are with us by 16 November so we
have time to record them in the commemorative programme.

Thank you so much for your kind and continued support.
To make a dedication and get full details of Lights of Love
Visit https://www .severnhospice.org.uk/lights/
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The Punch Bow| Inn
b Ay Sally, Paul
and Mark

we|come you!

Now serving ...
SUNDAY LUNCH

between 12 and 3pm.
Booking is advised.
For reservations cal| 07543 040618

DARREN TOWNSEND

Painter & Decorator
All aspects of interior or exterior
decoration undertaken

Hanwood - Shropshire
01743 860241 mobile 07795 262629
darrentownsend18@hotmail.com

(Continued from page 10)

planned development getting permission it wouldn't otherwise get.
Shropshire Council is facing an increased number of speculative appli-
cations, sprouting like mushrooms, to exploit that gap. This includes in
West Felton.

To help extend the life of current planning policy which expires at the
end of the year, Shropshire Council is consulting on three new Supple-
mentary Planning Documents (SPD) design documents to promote
high-quality, sustainable development:

¢ Design of New Dwellings SPD — guidance on layout, character, inclu-
sivity, and sustainability.

https://getinvolved.shropshire.gov.uk/consultations/design-of-new-
dwellings-supplementary-planning-document-consultation/

https://getinvolved.shropshire.gov.uk/consultations/design-of-
residential-extensions-and-alterations-supplementary-planning-
document-consultation/

¢ Shrewsbury Town Centre Design Code — supporting good design for
movement, nature, and built form.

https://getinvolved.shropshire.gov.uk/consultations/draft-shrewsbury-
town-centre-design-code/

Other SPDs are also in development.

Councillor David Walker
Cabinet member: Planning
Liberal Democrat Shropshire Councillor for Whittington Division

Treatments in a modern clinic

\ Y
Tanat Foot C JE\ Lianyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB

Registered Foot Health Practitger —
e Toenail Trimming ¢ Diabetic Foot Care
L}\ ‘ e Calluses ¢ Ingrowing Toenails

- o Cracked Heels « Fungal Nail
T P e Corns/Verrucae e Athlete’s Foot
‘ T,
07891 087394
\ -— Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com
-

YNevey Christmas

to all our contributors
and readers from the

YNagazine Committee
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So, HOW DO | JOIN??

In our busy community, nhew
volunteers are always
welcomed with open arms!

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE - As will be seen
from the What’s on? list, our Village hallis a
great asset for our village. And it is OUR village hall. Managed and
maintained entirely by volunteers and self-funding, new committee
members are always welcomed. Just contact lan on 07740 485925
or Eileen on 01691 610629.

THE CARNIVAL COMMITTEE - Would love new members, with new
ideas; ring Eileen on 01691 610629.

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL - The Parish Clerk always lets us
know in this magazine when there is a vacancy on the council. For
fullinformation contact Rosemary, details on page 5.

COMMUNITY COFFFEE MORNINGS - Teams of volunteers organ-
ise each month, contact Christine 01691 610665 or Eileen 01691
610629.

WEST FELTON WI - For fun and friendship, Contact Rhian on 07375
997782.

And THE CHURCHES - St Michael’s Parish Church and Pradoe
Church - services as noted in this magazine - just turn up and ex-
pect to be given a friendly welcome and a cup of tea and a biscuit.

West Felton Walking Group

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the Punch Bowl car park

EXCEPT on the first Monday of Walk leaders:-
the month when departure is 9:30 Mike Bossen 01691 610623
to allow time to travel to our cho-

sen destination for the away day Hilary lles 01691 610707
walk.

New members always welcome. John & Eileen Hanmer

01691 6710629

Weakest Link answers
* What are people banned from wearing on passport photographs in the UK - hats or
gloves? ........ Gloves

+* What is the name of Handel's musical oratorio that contains Halleluja? .........
South Pacific

*  Which offshore radio station broadcast to the UK was named after the daughter of
President John F Kennedy? ...... Luxembourg

* A popular drinking song from the 1920s is 'Show me the way to go..." where? ......
Tipperary

* What was the principal language used by the ancient Romans? ........ Greek
* What 'P' is a relish seasoned with mustard? ....... Piccadilly.
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(7.45pm)
Hall (7.45 pm)
Hall (7.45 pm)
Sunday, 7 December at Llanymynech Village #
Hall (2.30 pm)

Sunday, 30 November at Oswestry Senior
Citizens Club (3.30pm)

THIS CHRISTMAS
Saturday, 6 December at Llanymynech Village

Llanymynech Amateur Dramatic Society
presents
from www.ladstheatre.co.uk

s A Wonderful Life %

BASED ON THE CLASSIC FRANK CAPRA FILM
Friday, 28 November at Kinnerley Parish Hall

Tickets and further information available

N

%7"



Stokes Tree Works

NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY
Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping
to British Standard Specifications

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com

Welcomel

COMMUNTY COFFEE

Raffle, Sales tables
MORNING for cakes, produce,
marmalade, greeting
Come Gnd meet cards, and craft
h the neighbours. items.
/
A Thursday, D)
P 4th December o'

VL o 10-12noon

o
C"b\/ in the village hall.
C&: 2/¢> £1.50 entry
: includes

tea/coffee biscuits.

P & S Electrical
Contractors Ltd

DOMESTIC ~ COMMERCIAL
FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING
POINTS FITTED

Rewires
Periodic Testing
and Inspection
General Electrical Work
Fuse Board Upgrades
CONTACT STUART
07710 664 254
pandselectrical27@gmaiI.com

:ounmon
INS"ILLE'!
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£

Disclaimer

Round and About West Fel-
ton Magazine is not responsi-
ble for any advertiser’s prod-
ucts, services or company,
nor for any claims made by
advertisers.

The information, statements
and opinions expressed in
reports or articles published
in Round and About West
Felton Magazine are solely
those of the authors and do
not in any way reflect those
of the magazine committee.

WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL
7pm - Wednesday 10th December

Admission £2 under 18s FREE

Raffle prizes gratefully received
by any committee member

13



Children’s Nursery

Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school
24u funding accepted
7 ‘ Nursery Education Funding from 9 months accepted

LKV Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30
Ditile pm %We%o Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden

o Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products

Parents are welcome , All inclusive Fees

anytime to come along
and visit us.

01743 741554

P4

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,
Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ

ARRIDGE
GARAGE DOORS

T

Up and over Sectional Rolle Side-hinged
All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls

Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations

[ . Opening Hours

M -
/ 27 Est 1989 Trade and Retail Mon to Thurs 9-5pm
b I www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk Fri 9-4pm

1S09001 | 68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP

REGISTERED FIRM

01691 670394

Business Support Management Accounts

Pay.r'oll Services Tax Planning . morris
Business Start Ups  Accounts Preparation cook
Software sales and support (accounts/payroll)
Financial Services
Offices  Ellesmere, Oswestry and Llangollen Chartered

at: Telephone: 01691 62209 Acco:rrgams

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk
www.morriscook.co.uk

Business Advisers
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(Continued from page 41)

Apart from theological controversies
and safeguarding, other more mana-
gerial problems will need tackling.
The Rural church is in danger of col-
lapsing. Having for centuries been the
Golden Goose which has supported
urban parishes, the rural church finds
itself denuded of funds which have
been usurped by the Church Commis-
sioners. Five eighths of the 16,000
churches in England are rural, and of
these 8,000 are listed. It is a source of
some amazement how they carry on,
with repairs entailed upon the con-
gregations and the lack of clergy lead-
ing to prolonged vacancies. Congre-
gations may be able to cope with the
material side of church life, but the
spiritual and the pastoral aspects are
very much a clerical prerogative. Jus-
tin Welby tended to favour
“megachurches”, usually in towns
such as Telford or Stoke, funded by
sizeable grants from the Church Com-
missioners. Rural parishes look with
interest to see whether such a pro-
gramme is continued. Already the
Bishop of Hereford has called for
some of that money to be returned to
rural parishes.

Dame Sarah will surely also be con-
templating the decline in ordinations
in the church. Over the last 5 years
ordinands have declined by 38% and
by 2030 on present projections only
200 will be ordained annually. This is
to replace about 500 clergy retiring
each year. Although sexist to say so,

the excess of females is also worry-
ing. Many female clergy are married
and their husbands’ earnings will
probably exceed theirs as a priest.
The husbands are unlikely to want to
move to an area like Shropshire
where well paid jobs are in the minor-
ity. The combination of these two
issues will make filling rural benefices
difficult.

Most difficult of all for the new ABC is
to rediscover and preach the role and
relevance of the church. Jesus re-
minded us of the need to help peo-
ple. Pastoral care is important. Jesus
also emphasized the role of prayer
which is a feature that the church has
overlooked in recent times. Many
people are finding that their lives
miss an intangible, spiritual meaning.
How can prayer help? Can the new
ABC lead us beyond the corporatist,
managerial culture? Can she open our
eyes to new thoughts, insights and
new understandings? Upon these
guestions may lie the fate of the
Church. e

“It’s to appease the traditionalists.”
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Annual property review

Are you curious about the value
of your home?

¢ Have you made cosmetic changes in the
past 12 months?

¢ Have you simply outgrown your home?

e Was the last time you had your home
valued 2+ years ago?

¢ Do you understand how to maximise
the value of your home?

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive
estimate of your property’s value, based on the
latest market trends and local data. Whether
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just
want to know more about your home’s worth,
we’re here to help.

So don't hesitate,
contact us today to
schedule your free
home valuation and get
the information you .
need to make informed | il
decisions about your |
home and investment.
Kind regards,

Daniel & team

01691 674494
. The Don,
Albion Hill,
Oswestry f
SY11 1QA e A

o~ -

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com
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What is Christingle?

Christingle is a joyful celebration that brings families and communities
together to share the light of Jesus and spread a message of hope.
Christingle celebrations are named after the Christingles that are lit
during the ceremony. Christingles are oranges wrapped in red tape, deco-
rated with dried fruit or sweets, with a candle on the top.

During the service, each person takes a Christingle and the candles are
all lit to create a warm, magical glow symbolising the light of Christ and
bringing hope to people living in darkness.

Each element of a Christingle has a special meaning and helps to tell the
Christian story:

* The orange represents the world

* The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ

* The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God's creations

* The lit candle represents Jesus's light in the world, bringing hope to
people living in darkness.
Funds raised go to The Children’s Society.

WEST FELTON WHITTINGTON
C of E SCHOOL CHURCH
Come and take part
CHRISTINGLE in our interactive
SERVICE CHRISTINGLE

SERVICE
2:30pm () B om
THURSDAY 7 TUBSDAY
I8DECEAMBER o 24 DECEMBER
ALL THE
COMMUNITY  \ ———

VERY WELCOME ALL WELCOME



Approved

Care and Support

Oswestry & Shrewsbury

SUPPORTING YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME
HELPING TO KEEP YOUR INDEPENDENCE

Contact us E

[=]
01691 Caring and Recruiting Today F W

655999

for a Better Tomorrow =]

vww.approvedcareandsupport.co.uk

JIM PARKES

Specialists in oil fired heating systems
Domestic and Commercial Boilers
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.
Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area
: Fast response to breakdowns,
CItY&’: And f))ll and water leaks
Guilds Tel 01978 722598 Mob: 07929 016814

ValentineWindow '
CLEANING g

www.valentinewindowcleaning. co. uk

07540 648565
WINDOWS | SOFFITS & FACIAS | CLADDING | CONSERVATORIES

GUTTER CLEANING | JET WASHING | SOLAR PANELS
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Archbishop of Canterbury
Michael Davie

On 3rd October 2025, for the first
time in history, a woman, Dame Sarah
Mullally was named as the next Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. Outside of the
Church press, the comment has been
notable — for the dearth of comment.
Observations that have appeared
have been anodyne such as the out-
put from No 10 that “the new Arch-
bishop is the first woman to hold the
post”.

Although the influence of the church
is declining, the Archbishop of Canter-
bury (ABC) has a seat in the House of
Lords, has great ceremonial powers,
tends to be quoted on matters of na-
tional importance and can makes
waves by controversial pronounce-
ments. The ABC presides over an or-
ganisation that can influence educa-
tion through 4,600 schools
(controlled or aided) and has a back-
ing of £10.4billion through the Church
Commissioners.

Mullally trained as a nurse and served
as Chief Nursing officer in England
from 1999 until 2004. From 1998 to
2001 she also found time to obtain a
Diploma in Theology from the Univer-
sity of Kent and she was ordained as a
priest in 2002. She emphasizes her
wish to serve people and has said
that she became a nurse rather than
a doctor because she desired a more
holistic approach to the patient. She
has emphasized her wish to be a

shepherd and certainly her experi-
ence in London, where she was
known as “the Bedpan” by some cler-
gy, has hardened her to the difficul-
ties in leading the different factions of
the clergy in that Diocese.

Practical rather than academic, she
will have no shortage of theological
controversies to oversee during her
period of office. Whilst in the early
part of the 20th century Randall Da-
vidson, the then ABC, spent much
time soothing quarrels between the
Bishop of Hereford (low church) and
the Dean of Durham (high church),
Dame Sarah will have to lead the
church through several controversies
including Blessings and Marriages for
same sex couples and the Living in
Love and faith agenda. All this is due
for debate in the General Synod (the
church’s parliament) next year and
are unlikely to be accepted. She will
have to manage the tensions be-
tween the evangelicals, the tradition-
alists and those who want a common
sense pragmatic approach. At the
age of 64 years it is likely that she will
be a caretaker ABC since there is little
that she can change in that time. She
will in fact share the shortest time (6
years) as Archbishop with Donald
Coggan (1974-80) since Richard Ban-
croft (1604-10). The short time of her
tenure should surely lead to those in
the hierarchy seeking to identify who

will be the next Archbishop.
(Continued on page 43)
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ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING

CLEAN CHIMNEYS ARE SAFE CHIMNEYS

BRUSH AND VACUUM - LEAKAGE TESTING - NESTS REMOVED
CowLs, BIRD GUARDS AND CAP SUPPLIED AND FITTED.

OPEN FIRE, MULTI FUEL STOVES, AGA, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL.

FULLY INSURED WITH NFU, CERTIFICATES GIVEN.
FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY AND CLEAN SERVICE
OR JUST HELP AND ADVICE.

CALLO1939 768319

24 THE WHEATLANDS,
BASCHURCH, SHROPSHIRE.

NACS MEMBER 12/05

SECURE LIFE TECHNOLOGY
SIT Specialists in Home, Business & Farm

Security Systems T: 07719 331357

CCTV & ALARM SYSTEMS E: SecurelifeTech@hotmail.com
STARLINK INSTALLATION https://securealarmcctv.com
WI-FI EXTENSION SERVICES Contact us today to arrange a
GPS VEHICLE TRACKERS free no obligation quote.

Locksmiths

W Local & Independent
¥ No Callout Charges

: : Insurance
® Free Security Advice Approved
Based in IDP Locksmiths (lan)
Whitchurch 101948 666116 m: 07918 617744 Police
e: idplocksmiths@hotmail.co.uk recognized

w: www.idplocksmiths.co.uk
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Hope House Fundraising

lan Walker
Quiz Night ; ‘

Well, we held the
quiz night in the
village hall on 25th
October and we
had a good turnout
even though there
were various other
annual events hap-
peningin the area
that same night.

This was the first
time | had put to-
gether a quiz, and -
thankfully there was no fighting over the answers!

We had over 30 people making up 9 teams. The picture quiz on British
birds went down well, as did the map of English counties without names.
Amazingly 2 teams got 43 out of 46 answers on the 'name the counties'
map.

Well done to the winning team - 'Missing Strictly for This', who scored 91
marks out of a possible 110 and many thanks to all the quizzers who
came along to make this such a good evening.

Thanks also to the Village Hall Committee, who kindly donated the use of
the hall free of charge.

Carvery Night

The Punch Bowl agreed to lay on their Sunday carvery, but specially on a
Thursday evening, on the 6th November.

Forty-five of us filled the restaurant, with people coming from as far away
as Whitchurch and plenty of friends and neighbour's from West Felton
and surrounding area.

(Continued on page 19)
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Check out our numerous 5% reviews on Facebook!!

E2 ‘ BEscsookl | Christmas vin Sa2ntiones
ALL ASPECTS OF | win Brass Buttons
BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

A conducted by Cathy Rutherf ord
2o Seasonal music
A o and Carols
Conducted by
BIRCH & SONS GENERAL BUILDING LTD \ANAS/ Anthony Coupe
BRICKLAYER & NAAAN Accompanied by
i o NAAANSY Stephen Owens
- ' ——— A . .. including refreshments
‘ ‘ e Sat 13" December, 3:30pm
Oswestry Methodist Church
SYIll ILF
Tickets £15 - (under 18s FREE)
. p ; . Electrl Online at ww.ticketsource.co.uk/cantioneschoir
) R'"T'b ng ‘R ctr ctsi Or Siop Cwlwm, Bailey Street, Oswestry,
: K::ghggs . megngo;am?:s and on the door. www.cantiones.org.uk
+ Bathrooms + Tractor hire
ILLUMINATED TRACTOR RUN
Bricklaying - Plastering =Timber Framework The popular event will take place on Saturday, December13, start-
Fencing - Extensions «Landscaping & Slabbing

Groundworks/Drainage

Reliable family run business offering high quality work
at a reasonable rate. Contact us for a no obligation quote on
07484 775590 joshua.birch1985@hotmail.co.uk

ing from Oswestry Cattle Market at S5pm.
Last year, more than100 brightly illuminated tractors set off from
the town and wound their way around north Shropshire, taking in
West Felton, Ellesmere, St Martins and Gobowen, before returning

to the market on Shrewsbury Road.

The event has become a huge fundraiser for the Lingen Davies
. = Cancer Fund, having raised £12,000 in its first year in 2023,
www.birchsonsgeneralbuildingcontractors.com and £20,050 in 2024.
18 39




WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL a

EXERCISE CLASSES LABOAL
Tuesday mornings ST
9:30am  Beginner/mixed ability pilates .

10:45am Intermediate/advanced pilates gellitcees ;1??853 ;g%so

12 noon Dance Fit

T: 07904456368

E: abi:glover-davies@hotmail.com
Fb: Abigailcharlottefitness
Abigailcharlottefitness

Please bring a mat to pilates and wear
something comfortable and stretchy.

Strengthen. Stretch.
Move better. Feel good

« Local business, West Felton based

Extensive range to suit all tastes

Quality products / affordable rates

We come to you offering a true

home selection service with a no

obligations chat

« All units made to order offering
many bespoke options

« Free planning and design

« Supply only or full fit service using
local trades n

Contact paul@psmkitchens.co.uk

more info at www.psmkitchens.co.uk

PSM

Kitchens

Designing kitchens for you

Call today for a free quote 01691 664252

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS

Surfacing Contractor
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs
Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor
References available
John Richards, Pentre, Nesscliffe

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503

(Continued from page 17)
There was a constant chatter in the air all evening and the food was
scrumptious with no complaints.

The raffle table was filled with donated prizes and the mini auction was a
great success.

Such a lovely atmosphere in the pub all night.

Thanks to all who attended to make this such a warm and friendly event,
and thanks to Sally and staff for being so attentive and providing such a
lovely meal.

So what did we raise?

The quiz night generated £235 and the carvery night £562, so that's a total
of £797 raised. This will be doubled by the Quality Moments Matter cam-
paign so that's £1594 going to Hope House Hospice.

With thanks, lan.
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WEST FELTON POPPY CONCERT

A big thank you to all who contributed in any way to
the fantastic evening we had in the Village Hall on 7th
November for the annual Poppy Concert. We were
treated to music from three great choirs of differing
ages: the Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir, the very tal-
ented youths from the Clef Hangers choral group and
our own great School choir. In addition, a standing
ovation was well deserved for a solo rendition of
Nessun dorma.

The hall was packed, with extra chairs being borrowed
from the Punch Bowl, and still several people had to
stand throughout the concert. But allin a good cause.
The Orthopaedic Choir waived their usual fee and therefore after expens-
es, combining ticket sales and the raffle we made a fantastic £951.40
which is being sent to the Royal British Legion towards the Poppy Appeal
2025.

We are so lucky to live in a village where the support

and generosity never fails. Thank you.
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING

= LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL
Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered
Breakdowns - Servicing
b Landlord Certificates

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873
Email - djafswift@gmail.com

Anthony Roberts
Tree and Garden Care

= Tree Surgery = Patios

» Hedge Trimming = Landscaping

= Fencing = Wood Chipping available
= Stump Grinding

Free quotations
Whole of Shropshire covered

Tel: 01691 770054
Mob: 07725819414

(Continued from page 35)
Does the offer sound too good to be true? Are they refusing to provide you with
additional photos? Do they want you to pay up front by bank transfer?

Only use the secure payment method recommended by retailers and auction
sites, where possible, use a credit card for purchases over £100 and up to
£30,000 as you receive protection under Section 75 of the Consumer Credit Act.

Please feel free to share these messages with any vulnerable friends, relatives or
neighbours.

If you have been a victim of fraud
* Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or via actionfraud.police.uk

*  Scam Text messages can be forwarded to 7726 to help phone providers take
prompt action and block numbers that generate spam on their networks.

* You can also report fraudulent mobile calls by texting 7726 with the word
“Call” followed by the fraudster’s phone number.

* Scam calls received on WhatsApp can be blocked by opening the chat with the
suspect phone number and tap on “Block”.

* Forward Fake Emails received to report@phishing.gov.uk

* If you think your bank account or personal banking details have been used
fraudulently, then use the short phone number - 159 - to contact the Fraud
Prevention Department of most major UK banks.

Cut & Colour | cut & Colour
» Baschurch Baschurch

Hair, beauty, nails, Station Road
personal care Baschurch SY4 2BB

@sarahatthehairstation

01939
809589 cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com
n cut&colourbaschurch

Police and Crime Commissioner, West Mercia PCC's
John Campion newsletter

Crime continues to fall in West Mercia
At the heart of my police and crime plan is
a focus on 'Cutting crime' -
and we continue to deliver on that priority.
Continuing the long-term downward trend, the latest data from the Office for Na-
tional Statistics shows overall recorded crime has fallen by 4%. This follows a 6%
drop recorded earlier in the year. Some of the biggest decreases include burglary at
19%, incidents of serious violence at 9%, overall theft at 8%, and shoplifting at 5%.

In my role, | regularly engage with the public to understand their lived experiences as
it cannot only be about the data, but also how safe you feel.

Those conversations make it clear that there’s still more to do to ensure they feel the
benefits of less crime, and at the same time, ensuring the resources are available to
address some concerning upward trends.

That’s why | will continue to use my voice to support and challenge the Chief Consta-
ble to ensure crime rates are not just statistics, but a reflection of safer, more confi-
dent communities.®
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| ONE STEP AHEAD

I Joanne and Chelsea
| MOBILE FOOT HEALTH

For treatment of:

e Overgrown nails | Corns
« Diabetic foot care

« Ingrowing nails | Verruca

Fully Insured local |
foot health practitioners

E: onestepaheadfhp@gmail.com
T: 01691 757111

Covering <
Oswestry & N _ I
Surrounding R \\3 I

o Free foot care advice

Areas. \ -
~\)§ I

Call Jennifer Scott on

07866 472083
or 07791 655559

www.facebook.com/

cleanandgleamovens
Email:
cleanandgleamovens@gmail.com

Professional
Oven Cleaning Services
covering Oswestry & surrounding areas

North Shropshire Timber
Rednal Ind Est.
SY11 4HS - 01691610570

Your local independent sawmill
for all your internal and external timber needs.
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile.
Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn,
delivered six days a week.

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume
Stove mix offcuts £ 85
Oak/Ash offcuts £110
Split softwood logs £152
Split hardwood logs £173

Special offer: 3.3 cubic meters
stove mix offcuts £160.00
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Friends of West Felton CofE PTA Update

It's been a busy and exciting time for our school communi-
ty! Our recent Quiz Night was a great success and brought
everyone together for some fantastic fun - congratulations % d
to the winning team ‘The awesome Lawsons’. We also held
a Spooky disco, which was enjoyed by pupils across all year groups - it was
such a brilliant evening, full of energy and smiles all round!

A huge thank you to everyone who came along and
supported these events, we couldn’t do it without you.
As we start to look ahead to Christmas, we’re on the lookout for any Christ-
mas decorations that our community might be able to donate. We’d love to
use them to decorate The Glade as a special surprise for the children! If you
have any spare decorations you’d like to contribute, please get in touch with
Patricia on 07825 814626 to arrange collection or drop-off.

We have also got lots of wonderful activities and events planned over the
next few months. Take a look at the ‘dates for your diary’ poster on page

and keep an eye out for updates on seesaw and our FB page!
Thank you, as always, for your amazing support.

Rooted in Community, Growing with Purpose. Your School PTA




Wills, Property Protection,

Powers of Attorney
N Wills £150

For Free info Call Paul Humphreys on:

Tel. 0800 5977 433 » 01691 652 233
www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

Lasting Powers of Attorney £150 xﬂ#

For Free Quotes call
01691 610153 or 0780 1108860

SUITES ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY
Widle range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD

g The Queens Head

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
Our full menu is available online
We can cater for most dietary needs
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount

01691 610255

N

have o grest Hﬁ?if ‘D?y
Salon Style In Your Own Home

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists
Perming / Setting and Straightening
Gents Grooming / Children
Wedding Packages
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555

D e R I L I I ]

WEST MERCIA POLICE - ECONOMIC CRIME UNIT  peors oy comay cainy
MONTHLY FRAUD BULLETIN - NOVEMBER 2025 "% ALTORACHIRNASAK

Your monthly update direct from West Mercia Q&
Police on the latest scams and frauds A
Ol ®

Whilst Black Friday is nominally a one day event and one of
the busiest shopping days of the year, Black Friday “deals”
appear in abundance throughout the month of November.

So once again, it does not take long for criminals to seize another opportunity to
defraud unsuspecting members of the public of their hard-earned cash. There-
fore, just holding back, taking a few minutes to double check the Black Friday
bargain is a genuine offer from a genuine retailer, can protect you from joining
the increasing number of people who fall victim to these scams

In the heat of the moment, it can be hard to tell if it is a bargain or a scam, espe-
cially in the run up to Black Friday!

Criminals may try to trick you into purchasing goods/services that do not exist by
advertising them at too good to be true prices.

Protect your money and information by only using retailers you trust, or author-
ised sellers named on official websites when shopping for deals online.

Beware of Phishing emails that appear to come from reputable retailers with
“too good to miss” offers, never click on links in emails from unrecognised send-
ers.

Check out the security of the Website by looking for the https:// in the website
address and the padlock symbol which should be in the address bar, and not in
the body of the site, as confirmation of a website’s security.

Fake websites can copy mainstream online retailers and enticing buyers with
unbeatable prices, so always stick with well-known, reputable retailers online
and check the URL is for the genuine retailer.

Some online sellers may be selling counterfeit products at Black Friday prices.

Beware of limited time offers which create a false sense of urgency to get you to
act quickly - Take Five before you buy.

Criminals are making use of Artificial Intelligence — (Al) — more and more, to pre-
sent much more convincing emails, adverts and fake websites, so check, check
and check again.

(Continued on page 37)
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http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk

West Felton School-dates for your diary
Parents, Teachers, Friends Association (PTFA)
« ready for a busy new school year (Sept-July).

W,
wn V-
Friends Of
West Felton CE School

2025/2026...

BRITISH

K

IRONWORK CENTRE

~

17th October
Quiz Night

P CERTIFICATE of
EXCELLENCE

9e)

tripadvisor

27th March
Easter Raffle

SHROPSHIRE'S BEST

ATTRACTION

TEL: 01691 610952 Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 4JH
www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk
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Professional Mowing & Edging
Reliable, friendly service
Monthly and Bi-weekly plans
e Free Quotations
Call or text Wes for

mor¢ i
Is your grass growing 07756 143 704 !

out of control? Because every lawn / ;
Call in Lawn & Order deserves justice. §

If you would like
more time to enjoy

Shroprhire
your home and
HOMtéttf?ch family, and less

work and worry,
for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care - contact

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk

info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk Tel: 07803 029928

A & J CATTERY

Open all year round | Cattery is fully heated
Covered outside runs

Collection and Delivery A :
“Give your cat a holiday while you enjoy yours”  “£5%
Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, Oswestry SY10 8DS
Tel: 01691 682 606 We are only 5 minutes from West Felton

K

24 SALOP ROAD

16! i = OSWESTRY
! U R Q SYI1I 2NU

® 01691 655655

HAIR, BEAUTY
& WELLNESS 1O

AURA.OSWESTRY@MAIL.COM

- i 6] e

West Felton
Women’s Institute

the W[

INSPIRING WOMEN

= WEST +
FELTON
WI

19z1-2021

Autumn continues to be busy. Members visited the Abbey in Shrewsbury to mark
WI Day nationally - the organisation is 110 years old this year! Various competi-
tions and stalls showcased the vast talent in Shropshire’s institutes from hand
crafted leather bags to delicious preserves to the table top displays with their
imaginative interpretations of ‘Sporting Life’: Surfing (complete with a knitted
campervan); a celebration of Wild Swimming; the Olympics and even Lucha Li-
bre! We also acquired some delightful vintage WI teatowels, useful books and
other items. Yvette did sterling work on the membership stall while particular
congratulations go to Gillian who triumphed with the winning frangipane in the
county! Delicious refreshments were available with seating being pew-based! All
in all a colourful, inspiring visit — free for all the public to visit the Abbey and see
what WI does.

Oswestry WI hosted this year’s Oswestry North Group’s social event which took
place at Hope Church in town, a warm venue with good acoustics. The Orthopae-
dic’s Male Voice Choir’s uplifting repertoire included ‘Seventy Six Trombones’
and ‘Stout Hearted Men’. Thanks to them and to Oswestry WI for a good even-
ing.

Another entertaining evening was enjoyed by the many of us who ventured to
the Attfield theatre in town to watch ‘ 'Allo ’Allo 2: The Camembert Caper’. We
shall say this only once, so “felicitations” to the company on their comic timing,
delivery of slapstick and their sustaining of a variety of accents.

The speaker at our October meeting was Liz Jermy from Oswestry & Borders
Foodbank. She spoke of the practical support which the organisation is able to
give to those referred to them. They are based at 56, Beatrice Street in Oswestry
and have links to organisations such as Citizens Advice Bureau to help those in
need in getting back on their feet again. Donated items were despatched with Liz
to help mark this time of harvest festival giving.

We look forward to forthcoming visits from Shropshire farmer Jan Morgan-Birtles
who will help remind us of summer warmth with a talk on the ice-cream she
makes and sells followed in December by Shaun Higgins who'll perform his
poignant tribute to poet Wilfred Owen of First World War fame.

We meet on the second Thursday of the month at 7pm in the Village Hall. Please
ring 07375997782 for further information. e
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v Free no obligation
quote

v Debit & Credit

v Fully Insured

v 12 months
Guarantee

PAINTHAUS

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company

Interior & Exterior Painting
and Decorating

www.painthaus.co.uk

07985 709453 info@painthaus.co.uk

GREEN HOLLOW
VETERINARY SURGERY

D. W. THURSTON BVetMed MRCVS
DOMESTIC PET, HORSE & FARM ANIMAL PRACTICE

24-hour Emergency Service - Consultation by appointment

\I;I\;gh nggg Morning, afternoon School Road
em Roa and evening surgeries Ruyton-X1-Towns
gm ;QNW ALL NEW CLIENTS 22“: g?g
251180 WELCOME

SMALL ANIMAL SERVICES :
FARM ANIMAL SERVICES :

Microchip Identity

Diagnostic X-ray & Ultrasound
In-house lab testing

Pet food & accessories

Free Pet Health advice

Routine Fertility work
Herd Health plans
Sheep and Goats...
Alpaca work

HORSE WORK : « Wormers (discounts on large quantity)
e 'Vetting’ pre-purchase/insurance

SHROPSHIREL T

CYCLING

Donate your working or non-working

tech and raise money for..

Friends Of
West Felton CE School

We accept..

Laptops
Mobile Phones
Smartwatches

Sat Navs

Tablets

Handheld Consoles
Digital Cameras
Voice Recorders

MP3 Players

SHROFSHIRE T

DECYCLING

How to..

* Prepare your device
(for max value delete any data and remove any accounts)
» Complete consent form
» Seal devices into bags
+ Drop into reception at school
(Bags and consent forms available from reception at school)

Any enquiries please contact
donations@shropshire-it-recycling.com or 01952794168
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Oswestry Rural South SNT
(oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk)

T ;

PCSO Stuart PCSO Kurt
Carroll Mabe

07970 544372 Q| 07870 219669

ol e

PC Mark

Wright
07977 957689

{";tf_k West M i
% POLICE w"a

PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689 Direct Dial: 101. e rrorecrie warna e birFerence
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372 | Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043

Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE.
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies.
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 Twitter: @OsCops
Non emergency number : 101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk

MOBILE LIBRARY

Owen’s - Route 4
Subject to change due to inclement weather,
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:

Alternate Thursdays

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45
West Felton Village Hall
15:00 to 15:40

" | Shropshire
. MLibraries

Learn imagine discover

Christmas Carols in West Felton

Everyone welcome

St Michael’s, West Felton

eSunday 7th December, 4:00pm
Traditional Carol service with Packwood choir.
Refreshments including wine.

eSunday 14th December, 3:00pm
Community carols & readings. Tea/Coffee and mince pies.

*Wed. 24th December 6:00pm
Christmas Eve Service with Communion.

St Chad’s Haughton

eSunday 28th December 4pm
Carol service. Refreshments including wine.
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(Continued from page 27)
straw and is light and convenient to apply but is claimed to stay put. Some
people swear by composted bark which | would expect to last well.

When you have done all your jobs, you are allowed to enjoy Christmas and
hope that some kind soul has given you just what you wanted for the gar-
den.e
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http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Let’s change how we age
Let's change how we age change g

Our Help at Home service enables you to remain
independent at home and enjoy life.

Your friendly Support Worker can assist with: vacuuming,
dusting, bathroom and kitchen cleaning, laundry and
ironing, shopping and collecting prescriptions.

The two-hour visits are by the same Support Worker each
time and we can make sure you're receiving all the benefits
you're entitled to.

Call 01743 233 788 or email enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk
Registered charity no. 1090445

owen & §
S - Fuels Oas

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry

For all your Coal and
Heating Oil Supplies

Phone your Local Supplier on

01691 830315
info@sowenandsons.co.uk

30

@p Gb@ &Td@n %b with Topiarius

Prune, clear and spread

| suppose there is no such thing as a
normal gardening year, plants react
to the unpredictable patterns of
weather in what can seem a most
mysterious way. For example, this
year we had a crop of butternut
squash that was something like four
times the normal—why? Nothing had
been changed. We also had above
average yields of potatoes and car-
rots; in fact nothing in the fruit and
vegetable garden failed despite the
long periods of no rain. | can’t say as |
could have predicted from the weath-
er the magnificent show of autumn
colour we had. We particularly noted
a large poplar tree that glowed yellow
in the evening sun and held its leaves
through the first autumn storms. It
was also a successful year for the or-
namental department with some
things, for example roses, clearly en-
joying the heat earlier on and lasted
into November.

It is just as well to have something
positive to look back on as December
is not exactly an inspiring month in
our garden. Apart from pruning and
clearing beds and paths, plus getting
on with landscaping jobs when
weather allows, the most notable
task is spreading soil conditioner on
the vegetable garden and on some
favoured beds. The pruning includes

climbing roses and the blackberry,
which has old canes removed and the
new tied in. It is also a convenient
time to check all ties and labels.

We like to buy most of our gardening
supplies from a horticultural mer-
chant rather than garden centres,
which is best done by having an annu-
al “job lot” order that we do in De-
cember, with delivery expected in
January. This does mean that you
need to have storage facility for bulky
things like compost etc, which needs
to be out of the rain. Which? did an
investigation that showed that storing
compost outside is definitely not a
good idea as the bags have micro-
scopic holes that let some moisture in
an out. By the same token they
shouldn’t be kept too dry. Which?
found that a shed was better than a
polytunnel, but we have the luxury of
a dedicated compost shelter.

One regret | have in the garden is that
spreading a mulch over most of it is
both inconvenient and too expensive
on account of aspect and size. If you
don’t have those restrictions, there is
much to be gained by mulching, not
least to conserve moisture in times
when rain follows an all or nothing
pattern, as is forecast these days. If |
could afford it, | would probably go
for Strulch which is made from wheat

(Continued on page 31)
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Leaton Forest
Christmas Tree Barn

Come and choose your
Perfect Christmas Tree

From 22nd November

Mon-Wed 10am - 5pm
Thu -Fri 10am - 6pm
Sat-Sun 9am - 5pm

Freshly Harvested

Real Christmas Trees
Buy Local - Support Local
For enquiries or further information
please email us at
trees@leatonforest.co.uk

Leaton Forest SY4 3AP
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Leaton Forest Firewood
Locally Grown, Traditionally Seasoned Firewood
Barrow Bags

Premium Grade £50
B Grade £45

Bulk Bags
Premium Grade £150
B Grade £125

Kindling £8

Free Local Delivery

To order Email: trees@leatonforest.co.uk or
order through our website:

www.leatonforest.co.uk/firewood-log-sales/
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Leaton Forest Festive Wreath
Workshops 2025

Learn how to
create your very own &
Festive Wreath  /~
using a variety of
freshly cut
and locally grown
foliage.
Decorated using a range

of seasonal bows and
festive decorations.

Hot drinks and refreshments included.

Pre-booking for these 19" Nov;
events is essential. 26™ Nov;

Places can be reserved 5th Dec;
for £40 per person. 8™ Dec;
6:30pm to 10pm 12" Dec.

For enquiries and further information
please contact us by email at trees@leatonforest.co.uk

Leaton Forest SY4 3AP.
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