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PARISH COUNCIL AND PARISH MEETING CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Uffington Parish Council  

 

Robert Purdie (Chair) robert.purdie@uffingtonparish.gov.uk  
Ross Kuklinski (Vice-Chair) ross.kuklinski@uffingtonparish.gov.uk 
Mike Oldnall mike.oldnall@uffingtonparish.gov.uk 
Fenella Oberman fenella.oberman@uffingtonparish.gov.uk 
Kat Foxhall kat.foxhall@uffingtonparish.gov.uk 
Sarah Puleston sarah.puleston@uffingtonparish.gov.uk 
Vacancy  
David Hatton (Clerk/RFO) clerk@uffingtonparish.gov.uk 

07888 203145 
 
The Council would like to request that all initial contact made is via the Clerk. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a councillor, or helping the Council without being 
a councillor, please contact the Clerk. 
 
The Council meets on the second Monday of the month in the Thomas Hughes 
Memorial Hall, at 6.30pm. 
 
All residents are most welcome to attend these meetings and raise and discuss 
any issues during the “Open Forum” session early in the meeting (normally 
6:45pm). We particularly encourage anyone intending to submit a planning 
application to come and discuss it with the Council before submission. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council  
Emma Markham emma.markham@oxfordshire.gov.uk   
  
Vale of White Horse District 
Council 

 

Lee Evans lee.evans@whitehorsedc.gov.uk  
  
Woolstone Parish Meeting  
Sarah Johnson (Clerk) woolstone.parish.meeting@gmail.com 
  
Baulking Parish Meeting  
Tessa Bessant (Clerk) tessa.hingston8@hotmail.com  
  

Cover photo courtesy of Uffington Community Garden. 
 
Entries for the Winter 2026 Edition (208) should be received not later than 
Sunday 6th December to courier@uffington.net.  

mailto:robert.purdie@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
mailto:ross.kuklinski@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
mailto:mike.oldnall@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
mailto:fenella.oberman@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
mailto:kat.foxhall@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
mailto:sarah.puleston@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
mailto:emma.markham@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:lee.evans@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:woolstone.parish.meeting@gmail.com
mailto:tessa.hingston8@hotmail.com
mailto:courier@uffington.net
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UFFINGTON PARISH COUNCIL          Robert Purdie 
 
Council News 
 
All Council documents such as agendas and minutes are 
available at www.uffingtonparish.gov.uk . 
 
 
 
 
Facebook 
 
Did you know that Uffington Parish Council has its own Facebook page? 
 
In today’s world of social media, as well as traditional routes the Parish Council 
posts news and articles on Facebook to reach a broader audience and provide 
an additional method of communicating information. 
You can find the page at https://facebook.com/uffentun  
 
Village Maintenance 
 
Courier Deliver / Maintenance Volunteers.  
 
Over the coming months to comply with UK GDPR the Council will be refreshing 
the current list of registered volunteers. If you would like to be included in this list, 
please email the Clerk (clerk@uffingtonparish.gov.uk) who will provide you with a 
registration form that is required for GDPR and insurance purposes. 
 
Jubilee Field 
 
Jubilee Field Tidy. The next Jubilee Field Tidy will be on Saturday 31st October 
2026. The Field is in need of a good ‘tidy’ after the long hot summer. The main 
tasks will be to spread the piles of chippings to prevent the footpaths through the 
wooded area becoming muddy during the winter and to clear the fallen small 
branches and twigs from the grassed areas. We hope that by having it at the end 
of half term, more volunteers will be available. Do come along and help keep our 
most-used green space looking good. More details will be posted nearer the date. 
 
Jubilee Field Path. Following interest from villagers, the Parish Council has 
decided to look in more detail at the options for a path on or around the Jubilee 
field. We would welcome any further comments or suggestions (to the Clerk 
please) as we start to look into the options available. 
 
 

http://www.uffingtonparish.gov.uk/
https://facebook.com/uffentun
mailto:clerk@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
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Hedges, Verges and Streams.  
 
The Council would like to thank residents for maintaining their property 
boundaries and as we head into the ‘wet’ season would ask residents to ensure 
that all streams and drainage points are kept clear to avoid the risk of localised 
flooding. 
 
Courier Magazine Advertising 
 
Anybody wishing to advertise in the Courier should contact the Clerk by email at 
clerk@uffingtonparish.gov.uk . Copies of the Courier are distributed to several 
local shops, pubs and other outlets outside the UBW villages making it more 
attractive to advertisers. We would be pleased to learn of any errors, omissions, 
or any additional categories of advertisement you would like to see included in 
future editions. 
 
Previous editions of the Courier can also be found on the website at 
https://www.uffingtonparish.gov.uk/community/uffington-parish-council-
20878/courier/ . 
 
Planning Applications  
 
Planning applications are published as they are received in the weekly newsletter 
and are reviewed monthly at Parish Council meetings. 
 
A log of all applications can be found on the parish website at 
https://www.uffingtonparish.gov.uk/community/uffington-parish-council-
20878/planning-applications/ which is updated monthly.  
 
The master reference for planning applications is held by the Vale of White Horse 
District Council and can be viewed at https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-
white-horse-district-council/planning-and-development/planning-
registers/planning-application-register/ . 
 
Village Newsletter 
 
It has been agreed that the system used for production of the weekly newsletter 
will be changing from 2027. This decision has been made due to a number of 
factors and details of how to register for the new system will be published over 
the coming months. 
 
 
 

mailto:clerk@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
https://www.uffingtonparish.gov.uk/community/uffington-parish-council-20878/courier/
https://www.uffingtonparish.gov.uk/community/uffington-parish-council-20878/courier/
https://www.uffingtonparish.gov.uk/community/uffington-parish-council-20878/planning-applications/
https://www.uffingtonparish.gov.uk/community/uffington-parish-council-20878/planning-applications/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/planning-and-development/planning-registers/planning-application-register/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/planning-and-development/planning-registers/planning-application-register/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/planning-and-development/planning-registers/planning-application-register/
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WHITE HORSE SHOW Shelley Arnett 

What a way to round off the summer show season! This year’s White Horse Show 
featured incredible displays of motorbike stunts, formation dressage riding, 
falconry and heavy horses, and these were just a few of the exciting attractions 
on offer over the bank holiday weekend.  
 

With entertainment for all ages, the show provides an exciting day out for 
thousands of visitors, but it’s also a brilliant example of how a small community 
can come together to produce something quite special. With the proceeds being 
used to improve facilities in our local area and provide funding for things that 
enhance the lives of the people who live there, the White Horse Show is certainly 
something to be proud of. But without the support of so many people, the White 
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Horse Show would not exist. While the dedicated team on the organising 
committee work hard to bring the show together, it couldn’t be done without the 
help of the wonderful people in our community. From the landowner, to the car 
park volunteers, the Uffington Players, who delighted visitors with their witty 
commentary, and the Beavers who help clear the site after the show, to name just 
a few, you all play an important part in making the show a success – thank you!  
 
We are also very lucky to have a strong network of people who provide machinery, 
infrastructure and their time year on year to help set up the show ground, in 
particular, a huge thank you must go to Steve Willis and L.J and C.A Cannings for 
all their support.  
 
If you represent a community service, club or similar within Uffington, Baulking, 
Kingston Lisle, Woolstone or Fawler, you might be eligible to apply for funding. To 
find out more, please visit the website at www.whitehorseshow.co.uk .  
 
We’re always looking for new members to join our organising committee, so if 
you’d like to be part of our small team of enthusiastic volunteers, please do get in 
touch at info@whitehorseshow.co.uk. 
 
Thank you to everyone who came along to enjoy the show this year and we hope 
to welcome you back next year!  
 

http://www.whitehorseshow.co.uk/
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UFFINGTON COMMUNITY GARDEN Heather Abel 

What a hot, dry Summer!  Sadly, all the care and attention we could muster could 

not keep our outside crops going but there’s plenty to celebrate too! 

We started the year with virtually full, rainwater storage tanks thanks to the 

foresight of our forebears and the generosity of village funding but unless the rain 

actually falls, we’re in trouble! We have been very judicious in our watering, soil 

care and mulching but now we have run dry!  Carrying water from home in 

containers and relying on the good will of neighbours has kept us going at least 

in the greenhouses.  As one neighbour remarked, you can’t let all that just die!  

And we couldn’t. So we didn’t. 

On the plus side – wall to wall sunshine has been great for some of the more 

adventurous veg we have tried this year.  We have managed to grow a heritage 

melon called Hero of Lockinge – yes, you read that correctly!  Going back 

generations to a head gardener and now grown by yours truly from mercifully, 

saved seed.  Keeping lesser-known varieties going, is part of our mission to 

‘future proof’ our food security.  At this rate, we are losing most of our biodiversity; 

having to rely on very few varieties of fruit and veg and consequently, more open 

to them being wiped out by various bugs, diseases and less favourable 

conditions.   

More variety means more chance of success, as well as more interesting food 

too.  What a year for delicious peppers, chillies, aubergines, cucumber and multi 

coloured tomatoes!  Not all bad then!   

Come and join us - Saturdays 2 – 4pm, behind the Fox and Hounds.  Membership 

is free and no experience needed. 

UFFINGTON TABLE TENNIS CLUB Hilary Deakin 

As we move into autumn, the table tennis club continues to meet on a Tuesday in 

the small hall between 6pm and 9pm moving into the main hall when available. 

Cost is £4 for adults and £2 for children, really good value. Our numbers remain 

good and we have two more regulars join us over the summer months. We would 

welcome new members of all ages, we are also planning a free taster session for 

under 16’s date to be announced in October. We had a successful bbq in 

September and are planning a goulash evening in the autumn. Come and join us 

for great exercise and good chat. 
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UFFINGTON ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION Barry Godsell 

As I write, the growing season is drawing gradually to a close - and what a 
challenging season it has been, with repeated heatwaves and drought conditions! 
Despite that, as I look around the allotments, I see excellent crops of root 
vegetables, onions and leeks, tomatoes sweetcorn and squash.  The hard work 
of plot holders and those who have assisted with watering arrangements has paid 
good dividends. 
 
The allotments have shown remarkable resilience this year, which fills us with 
confidence that we can deal with the conditions we are told to expect for next year 
and still produce great results. 
 
There really has never been a better time to grow your own fruit and vegetables 
while getting plenty of exercise. We still have a small number of plots and half-
plots available to let at the rate of £25 per year (£12.50 per half-plot). If you would 
like to discuss maybe joining our allotment community, please email 
clerk@uffingtonparish.gov.uk and we will be delighted to talk with you. 
 

WHITE HORSE GARDENING CLUB Hilary Deakin 

After a long hot summer, the gardening club resumes with our autumn and winter 

calendar of talks. The full list of events is included in this edition of the Courier; 

however, the highlight will be Rachel de Thame of Gardeners World fame who 

will be our star speaker in October. Members can attend for free with non-

members paying £10.00 – cash or card on the door so no need to book. 

The club goes from strength to strength with nearly 100 members already signed 

up for the coming year. Subscriptions remain at £20 from September to August 

and members receive a 10% discount off plants at Bampton Garden Centre.  

For 2027 we will be organising the Uffington Open Gardens again on the 13th 

June. If you are interested in opening your garden and welcoming the public, 

please contact Hilary Deakin – details below. We are looking for all types of 

gardens – large and small, formal and informal. Our visitors love to see a variety!    

The gardening club is held on the 1st Thursday of every month excluding January 

and August, with visits organised for June and July. Meetings are held at Thomas 

Hughes Memorial Hall in Uffington from 7:30pm to approx. 9pm with plenty of 

parking available. The hall opens at 7pm and there is always a raffle.  

For further information or a membership application form please contact Hilary at 

hilarydeakin@me.com or 07802 426822. Follow us on Facebook – Whitehorse 

Gardening Club and watch out for our new website coming soon. 

mailto:clerk@uffingtonparish.gov.uk
mailto:hilarydeakin@me.com
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UFFINGTON PLAYERS Christine Holley 

Uffington Players 
 
In 2027 the Uffington Players will be celebrating 50 years. Over this time, we have 
performed pantomimes, dramas, farces, music halls and murder mysteries. Over 
500 people have been involved over the years. 
 
We greatly appreciate everyone’s continued support, particularly in this landmark 
year. 
 
We are now starting to plan our next production for February 2027. 
 
So, if you think you would like to be involved in this or future productions, in any 
shape or form, big or small, on stage or behind the scenes you will be VERY 
welcome. 
 
If you would like further information, please contact Christine Holley email 
christineholley28@hotmail.co.uk  
 
UBW Minibus Hugh Baxter 

 
As the new Chairman of the Minibus Association I have been reading the old 
minutes, not avidly - I do have a life - but enough to know that the names John 
Hatcher and Tom Scrivens have been associated with the minibus for decades.    
 
So we have to thank them both for all their time and worry in keeping the minibus 
serving the community.  Tony Osborne was cajoled into the team more recently 
but that does not mean his steady hand on the accounts was any less important. 
 
If you are not familiar with the UBW minibus, this is the objective by which it serves 
you.  
 
'The objective of the UBW Minibus Association is to provide community transport, 
when there is a need for such a service because of a lack of suitable public 
passenger services or where age infirmity or financial circumstances render these 
inappropriate, for the residents, permanent and temporary, of Uffington, Baulking, 
Woolstone, Fawler, Kingston Lisle, and the adjacent area and for affiliated ‘not for 
profit’ clubs groups associations corporate and statutory bodies and schools 
which include residents of the area amongst those who derive benefit from their 
activities.’ 
 

mailto:christineholley28@hotmail.co.uk
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FROM THE VICARAGE Jeremy Goulston 

I write this page with a mixture of sadness and excitement. There comes a time 
for every vicar to move on and it will be a great wrench to leave here, for all the 
Goulstons. Uffington, Baulking, Woolstone and Shellingford are among the most 
beautiful villages I have known and are set in some of the most beautiful 
countryside in England. And what can rival the White Horse for a sense of place 
and history, or our churches either, not to mention the Cathedral of the Vale? 
 
However, I have been thinking of a new challenge for a while, and we have found 
it in the shape of the Barton Benefice where I will be their new Rector. The 
Benefice comprises six unusual churches around the village of Middle Barton in 
the countryside between Oxford and Banbury. There is a village hall, a school and 
two pubs – sound familiar? Well, it is, and it isn’t, in that no two places are the 
same! 
 
The natives (church and otherwise) are friendly and there’s even a cricket club 
where Esther might learn the craft which her father makes pretences of playing 
occasionally. 
 
I have so been so well supported in Uffington Benefice by Churchwardens, 
Ministry Team, and you all that leaving, for us all, will not be easy. I have said to 
the Archdeacon that I would like to celebrate Christmas here and we will probably 
move soon afterwards.  
 
I hope we have helped to give you something creative to build on here and feel 
that with our current Churchwardens (and any new ones in the offing) and the 
Ministry Team (with special thanks to Hugh, Beryl, Sue, Stephanie, Max and Tony) 
the future of the church in these parts is in very good hands.  
 
I want to thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for the privilege of ministering 
amongst you these past eleven years. Be it a Baptism, a Wedding, a Funeral, a 
Pet Service, Quiz n Chips, Organ Recitals, White Horse Show Songs of Praise, 
Muddy Church with Duncan, Pantos, and all points in between – it has been a 
great journey to be on and I hope you too have had chances to encounter Christ 
here in unusual ways as we Goulstons have. 
Helen, Esther, Gwen and Woody all join with me in sending you all our love, and 
if you are ever in our new area – come and surprise us! Every blessing on you 
and yours. 
 
Jeremy. 
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UFFINGTON MUSEUM Caroline Grundy 
 

Myths, Monuments and Memory 
 
As part of this year's exhibition 'Myths, Monuments & Memory', we have been 
collecting stories and memories from visitors to help capture the significance and 
impact of this wonderful landscape. Thank you very much to everyone who has 
contributed so far! 
 
We have had some wonderful responses so far and a project is in the works to 
continue to showcase and preserve these memories after the end of the 
exhibition. So, if you have not yet shared your memories, please get in touch. 
What we are looking for (you do not need to answer them all!) 
 

• What does the landscape of the Uffington White Horse mean to you? 
• What memories do you have of this landscape? This may include 

celebrations or events you have attended or simply going for walks. 
• Are there any local legends and stories you have heard of? 
•  

How you can contribute: 
 

• Visit the museum before the exhibition finishes at the end of October and 
fill out one of the comment cards. 

• Email your memories and stories to us at uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com 
• Fill in our online form: https://forms.gle/vreFsdcyYvmymHEE9 

 
We are open every weekend 2-5pm and Bank Holiday Mondays from now until 
the last weekend in October. 
 
Monthly Talks in Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall, Uffington at 7.30pm £5, £3 
Friends 
 
The Landscape Detective – 12th October  
 
Have you ever wondered why a road bends the way it does, or why a field has 
those curious lumps and bumps? Using examples from across the Vale of White 
Horse, our very own Jane Golding will guide us on a journey through landscapes 
shaped by people over time, helping us uncover the rich stories they hold. Enjoy 
discovering their secrets as we explore, ask questions of the landscape, and 
unravel clues to its past! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/vreFsdcyYvmymHEE9
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John Aubrey – Wiltshire’s First Trowel Blazer – 9th November  
 
John Aubrey (1626-1697) is best known as a polymathic antiquarian with a deep 
interest in the supernatural. Yet Aubrey was a scientist too and often combined 
his curiosity for folk wisdom and the unexplained with revolutionary scientific 
insights.   
 
Dr Louise Ryland-Epton invites us to discover more about Aubrey’s extraordinary 
world in this his 400th anniversary year, and in celebration of her publication of 
his Natural History in full for the first time. 
 
Our upcoming talks and recordings of past talks are available to view on our 
website https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/talks.html.  You can also refer to the 
timetable printed in the Courier. 
 
Small Changes, Big Difference - Exploring a More Neurodivergent-Friendly 
Museum. 
 
Museums are places where everyone can feel welcome, comfortable and 
inspired. With support and funding from Museum Development South East we 
are creating a Visual Story to improve our visitor experience.  After a kick-off 
neurodivergent awareness session, we are now engaging with our community to 
hear their thoughts on specific measures to make visiting easier, which we’ll go 
on to include in the final Visual Story. 
 
Contact Us  
 
For anything museum related please email our curator Karen Pilcher at 
uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com 
 

https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/talks.html
mailto:uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com
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Scheduled regular local activity information  
 
  

Day of 
week 

Time Activity Ages Where Contact 

Mondays 
8:30-
9:30am 

Circuits Adult  Village Hall 
Lucinda 
07967 157620 

Tuesday 10-11am 
Tai Chi 
Qigong 

Adult  Village Hall  
If interested,  
attend to make 
enquiries 

 Tuesday  
11.30-
12.30pm 

Pilates Adult  Village Hall 
Fiona-
wright@outlook.com  

 Tuesday  6-7.15pm Beavers 6-8   Village Hall 
 Dave Barnes 07811 
424978 

Tuesday 6-9pm 
Table 
Tennis 

All 
ages 

Village Hall 
Paul White, 
paulwhite.smp@me.co
m 

Tuesday 7.30-9pm 
Bell 
Ringing 

 12+ 
 St. Mary’s 
Church  

Hugh Baxter 820014 

4th 
Wednes-
day of 
month 

7-9:30pm WI Adult Village Hall 
whitehorsewi@oxfordsh
irewi.co.uk 

Wednesda
y 

6pm 
League 
Cricket 
(20 overs) 

14+ 
Sports Club 
Fawler Road 

Joe Parman 
joeparman@outlook.co
m  

Wednesda
y 

6–7pm Yogalates Adult Village Hall 
Carolyn Courtney  
07825414609  

Thursday 6-7pm 
Legs, bums 
and tums 

All Village Hall 
Carolyn Courtney 
07825414609 

 Thursday 6:30-8 pm  Cubs 
Childre
n  
8-10 

 Village Hall 
Michelle Garwood 
mhcgarwood@gmail.co
m 

 Thursday  7:15-9pm  Scouts  10-14  Village Hall  

Nathan Reade 07768 
073363 
Katharine Murkett 
820270  

1st 
Thursday   
of month 

 7.30-9pm 
 Gardening 
Club 

 Adult  Village Hall 
  Pamela Preene 
820251 

 Friday  9.30-11am 
Baby & 
Toddler   

Childre
n 
0-5  

 Village Hall 
Parents stay 

 Jessica Mildenhall  
jessica_mildenhall@hot
mail.com 

mailto:Fiona-wright@outlook.com
mailto:Fiona-wright@outlook.com
mailto:paulwhite.smp@me.com
mailto:paulwhite.smp@me.com
mailto:joeparman@outlook.com
mailto:joeparman@outlook.com
mailto:jessica_mildenhall@hotmail.com
mailto:jessica_mildenhall@hotmail.com
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Friday 
12:30-1:30 
pm 

Yogalates Adults Village Hall 
Carolyn Courtney 
07825414609 

Saturday   
League 
football 

Adults 
Sports Club, 
Fawler Road 

 Jason Wilkins 
870487  

Saturday 1pm 
League 
Cricket 
(40 overs) 

14+ 
Sports Club, 
Fawler Road 

Joe Parman 
joeparman@outlook.co
m  

Saturdays 2-4pm 
Community 
Garden 

Adult +   
accom
panied 
childre
n 

Community 
Garden  

Heather Abel 01367 
820709 
heather.abel@hotmail.c
om  

1st Sunday 
of month 

10-12:30 
Uffington 
Market 

All 
Car Park 
And Hall 

uffingtonmarket@hotma
il.com 
or Facebook 

 
For Village Hall booking enquiries, go to website thmh.co.uk and use the new 
Hallmaster booking link or contact Geoff Rumble on 01367 301204. 

 Any necessary amendments, please notify the Clerk 
(clerk@uffingtonparish.gov.uk). 
 

 

mailto:joeparman@outlook.com
mailto:joeparman@outlook.com
mailto:heather.abel@hotmail.com
mailto:heather.abel@hotmail.com
mailto:uffingtonmarket@hotmail.com
mailto:uffingtonmarket@hotmail.com
mailto:thmh.co.uk
https://v2.hallmaster.co.uk/Scheduler/View/12572?startRoom=0
mailto:clerk@uffington.net
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