Irchester Parish Council Response to Planning Application 17/00040/WASFUL

· The site in Irchester was not included in the NCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan adopted in July 2017 which covers the period up to 2031 and states that there are sufficient sites available up until this time.

· It does not conform with Policies 14, 16, 18, 19, 21 & 23 of the NCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan

· It conflicts with in particular with paragraphs 5.30, and 5.77 to 5.81 of the NCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan

· The proposed 120 HGV movements per day will affect Little Irchester and no consideration was taken into account regarding lorry movement in regards to the local events that take place at the nearby Santa Pod and Irchester Country Park which use Gipsy Lane and may cause traffic jams and a back log of vehicles onto a main road.

· No consideration was given to a pull in to turn right off the highway on Gipsy Lane.  Possible safety issue with respect to the considered entrance to the site in particular to cars overtaking the lorries on the Gipsy Lane could result in serious accidents happening. Likewise safety issues with car drivers on the Gipsy Lane giving way to lorries entering and exiting the site could cause delays and accidents. This concern regarding traffic particularly applies as traffic backs up from the gypsy lane roundabout up the gypsy lane during rush hour and may cause even more issues with traffic visibility on dark mornings and evenings.
· Methane testing of the whole of the Gipsy Lane site is still on-going and no evidence of how this proposed site could impact on this

· Any sub-contract lorry drivers may not adhere to the Mick George policy and travel through the village and concern is raised on how would this be monitored and policed by them. 

· Flood lighting would cause extra noise from generators and impact on nearby houses. No lighting report has been submitted that clarifies the impact of the noise and lighting that could affect nearby residents, the SSSI, SPA and Irchester Country Park which is a wildlife site

· Documents produced and presentations received from Mick George contradicted themselves regarding lorry movements. The Transport Assessment states 120 HGV movements per day being 60 loads. The Noise Assessments states some 30 loads per day – 6 in and 6 out per hour. The Parish Council was informed by a presentation they had by Mick George in April 2017 it would be 50 lorries per day. 

· The Noise Assessment carried out was not robust as the timescale was short (2 ¾ hours) and not over a longer period. It was also not taken from the rear of properties either on the Gipsy Lane.  Noise could also affect wildlife and those sheltered at Animals in Need and the Cat Homes located on Gipsy Lane. No sound assessments were taken from within these locations. Also the noise assessment is based on 30 loads per day and no other projections which include 120 HGV moments. 

· No Dust Action Plan has been produced to confirm how the dust will be managed and contained and what affect it could have on residents. 

· No Environmental Assessment has been carried out which highlights the core samples of the content of the landfill already in the former quarry and what the importation inert material on top of this may be hiding. Likewise there were no Radon Gas report or possible pollution reports. 

· The Landscape Visual Impact Assessment does not state the height from which the views were taken with a camera and it did not take into account the detrimental impact on the view from the Wellingborough Crematorium that looks directly towards this site across the Nene Valley as a valued view from a high receptor. 

· Health and Wellbeing could be affected by noise, dust, vibration and stress for humans, animals and wildlife and there is no overall assessment reports that mentions the detrimental effect of the operational aspects of the site.

· Concern was raised regarding mud left on the roads and highways safety and management of this mud. 

· The Council objected to the proposal to Saturday working due to regular events taking place in Irchester Country Park, Irchester itself and Santa Pod in Podington of which all use Gipsy Lane for traffic and the impact of weekend disturbance to local residents and householders near to the site

· The parish council agree that there should be a Local Liaison Group if this application is approved through the planning process

· There was no mention of S106 monies or benefits for the Irchester or Little Irchester community from the proposed application 
