
ELLESMERE RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr S Evans
Councillors:	Cllr J Gargiulo; Cllr S Jackson; Cllr I Ward; Cllr T Richardson; Cllr R Swanston; 
		Cllr K Egerton; Cllr J Waller-Davies
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr: 	Cllr C Rowley
Minutes of the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 10th November 2025 At Criftins Parish Hall

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies/absences & Public Session 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:27pm.  Two members of the public were present.  One member of the public spoke in relation to the application submitted to join the Parish Council.  The Councillors asked questions regarding the application. Co-option will be included on the next agenda for consideration.   Unitary Cllr Rowley joined the Meeting at 7:32pm. 

2	Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests/ Requests for dispensations 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

3	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th October 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )  - To approve the minutes 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the October Meeting.  Cllr Richardson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Ward, all agreed. Resolved. 

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the Agenda 
No matters were raised. 

5	Councillor/Clerk Reports from Committees/Meetings or action taken 
Cllr Evans updated Members on the Remembrance Sunday service at which he laid a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council. 

6	Unitary Councillors’ Reports and Question Time
The Unitary Councillors are invited to attend to give reports and answer questions from the Parish Council in this section.

7	Planning Committee (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th October 2025
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the approved Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Egerton proposed accepting the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed. Resolved. 

8	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any repairs/concerns
No matters were reported. 

9	Playground  - to raise any matters for discussion & to receive monthly inspection reports
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the last inspection report. All items reported were of low risk. Weeds need to be removed. The Clerk has raised this with the contractor. 



10	Ward Matters and Councillors reports 
a	Dudleston Heath		
Cllr Rowley had nothing to report.  The Clerk raised that she has requested speed data gathering checks to be carried out in Dudleston Heath with the Council and Police. No response from Highways.  She is also waiting for responses regarding the VAS installation near Caegoody Lane, bus stop improvement works and the works scheduled for the Spunhill Crossroads.  Highways do not respond to emails sent. 

b	Dudleston		
Clerk to chase works scheduled to take place to repair the road and Kilhendre Bridge. 

c	 Tetchill
The Clerk was asked to make contact with Ellesmere College to request that workers wear hi-vis when undertaking strimming and hedge trimming along the roadside.

d	Lee				
Nothing to report. 

e	Welsh Frankton 	
It was reported that the road signs are in need of cleaning. The Clerk confirmed that the contractor is hoping to finish off the sign cleaning project before Christmas. 

g	Criftins School 			
Cllr Gargiulo reported that the first Governors meeting will be held next week. 

h	Community policing	
The most recent newsletter has been circulated amongst Members via email. 

i	Footpaths					
The Council has not received an update from the P3 Group recently, possibly due to the time of year/weather conditions. 

11	The Gravel Hole – to receive update from Cllrs; Community right to bid nomination update
Cllr Waller-Davies will look into the Nature Recovery Programme and see if the Gravel Hole can be registered on the interactive map.  This could be linked to the Biodiversity Policy.  Cllr Rowley was asked to look into which department at Shropshire Council the red list species should be registered with.  

12	CWG 	
a	To acknowledge accounts	
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the latest accounts. 

b	Report from meeting/approved minutes
The next meeting is to be held on 26th November. 

13	Correspondence (circulated by email) to inc SALC/NALC bulletins – to raise any matters for discussion: Local nature recovery strategy consultation; Memorandum of Understanding; Neighbourhood matters bulletins; SALC AGM; 
The Clerk gave an update on arrangements that other councils are taking in relation to the possible devolution of some services. 

14	Housekeeping 
a	Community engagement – feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Jackson reported that the page is running well. 

b	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to report any concerns/replacement parts required; to acknowledge delivery of a replacement battery for the Greyhound defib; 
The Councillors were asked to check the defib at the School and note the expiry date on the pads so that the Circuit can be updated. 

c	Tetchill Brook mapping –  report from visit to Hordley Parish Council’s meeting if available
Cllr Swanston reported she will be attending the Hordley meeting on 20th November. The Town Council has reported a blockage in the Town which will be cleared out.  The Canal and River Trust is opening the gates more frequently at the moment.  The Councillors discussed riparian responsibilities in relation to the clearing of the Newnes Brook.  The Council asked if the Trust will continue to clear on an annual basis.  Cllr Swanston to contact the Environment Agency for clarification of who should be doing what and how often in relation to clearing and maintenance. 

d	Vacancies – Casual Vacancy; Application to join ERPC
Councillor S Davenport’s resignation was noted. The Councillors acknowledged his outstanding contribution to the Council and parish over the last 16 years for which they conveyed thanks. 
Councillors noted an application to join the Council. Co-option will be included on December’s agenda. 

e	Remembrance Sunday
Cllr S Evans to lay a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council. 

15	Highways 
a	To enable Councillors to raise any matters of concern not raised under Ward Matters
Covered under previous item. No further matters were raised. 

b	Road Closure notifications
Noted. 

c	VAS – Quote for replacement unit; Update on installation 
As noted under Ward Matters, the Clerk is awaiting a response from Highways. 

d	Bus service (Transport Act 1985 106A) –  update on funding application/update on bus stops 
No update to the Council’s request that Shropshire Council fund the service from April to September at £55pw.  The number of people using the service previously was discussed. Dial a ride is an alternative option that people could consider.  Cllr Swanston to contact.  

e	Spunhill Crossroads – update for discussion
No update. 

f	Sign cleaning
As mentioned under Ward Matters, the Clerk reported that the contractor hopes to finish the cleaning before Christmas. 




g	Speed data collection – B5068 Criftins
The Clerk has requested speed data checks be undertaken by the Police and Shropshire Council. 

16	Accounts	
a	Bank Reconciliation for approval
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the updated accounting reports. Cllr Ward proposed approving the reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	Invoices for approval and signature (to include those received post agenda)
Cllr Ward proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr S Evans, all agreed. Resolved. The cheques were duly signed. 

c	Dog waste bin (Gravel Hole) – update
No update from the Dog Warden or Street Scene. 

d	To approve expenditure for a replacement notice board - quote
A new joiner to be found for a quote. 

f	Banking – update
The Clerk will chase the application. 

g	Items for inclusion in the 2026-27 budget
The Councillors discussed how much uplift will be required and asked the Clerk to provide figures for a 3.5%, a 5% and a 7% uplift. To be taken forward to December’s meeting. 

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£1268.45
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/11/25
	NEST
	Employee pension
	£47.18employer
£62.91employee
£110.09 Total
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	tbc
	Criftins Parish Hall
	Room Hire
	
	2591
	

	06/10/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/11/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	31/10/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Monthly inspection
	£42.00
	2592
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



18	Items for the next agenda (8th December 2025)
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:06pm. 
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