	
	
	



    

CHURCH PULVERBATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 27th November 2025 at 7.30 p.m. in Pulverbatch Village Hall.

Present: Cllr. W. Higgins
                Cllr. P. Dawson
                Cllr. J. Conde
                Cllr. P. Dawson
                Cllr. P. Higgins
                Cllr. J. McQueen
                Cllr. D. Taylor
              

Also present: Anne Wilson Parish Clerk
                      Cllr. C. Naylor Shropshire Councillor
                      One local resident


54/2026 Apologies for absence

RESOLVED to note that there were no apologies of absence for this meeting.


55/2026 Chairman’s Welcome

The Chairman welcomed Councillors to the meeting.


56/2026 Declarations of Interest

RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with The Local Government Act 2000 Part III and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.



57/2026 Public Question Time and Participation

Concern was expressed by the resident about large vehicles between Wretnall and Pulverbatch. Councillors and the resident felt that there was not enough signage in the area or in the correct places. Shropshire Council Highways should be putting up signage as it is an ongoing problem. Cllr. Naylor asked that Members told him exactly what signage the Council would like to see – there need to be signs to Lawns Farm and Haverly as well as signage that says the roads are not suitable for HGVs. We cannot take down the national speed limit signs if a 30mph sign.

It was also raised about Puthley Lane beyond The Knapp which needed a sign stating that it was a “No through road unsuitable for vehicles”. The lines on the roadway desperately need repainting as well as the stop sign and bend in the road. Vehicles coming from The Knapp need to come up the road and see the Stop and other road markings.
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There had been a fair amount of water on the roads and Cllr. Naylor would be following the issues up with Tom Dainty, the Cabinet Member for flooding.

There needs to be a new sign to Habberly and beyond. If the sign was moved from its current position on the left-hand side of the road sufficiently moved forward then you could see the turning. The sign needs to move forward lower down and other side of the road on the left. There may be some objection from residents who may not like a sign straight in front of their house. Whilst you will be asking drives unfortunately, they do not always listen.

The other difficulty is that SATNAVS do not understand or read signage and are often wrong. Could a handmade sign be made saying about HGV’s and say something like “Please do no HGV’s not a main road”.


58/2026 Minutes

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 25th September 2025.


59/2026 Finance

· Payments 

RESOLVED to confirm that the following payments be made:

· A. Wilson – October £226.90
· HMRC – October £45.40
· A. Wilson – September £226.90
· HMRC – July £45.40
· Pulverbatch Village Hall hire November meeting £10
· D M Payroll Services £72.00
· Hugo Fox October and November 2025 £11.99 per month – to be repaid to the Parish Clerk £23.98

·       Bank Statement

      RESOLVED that Members noted that the balance at Lloyds as at 24th October 
      2025 is £3861.30.

· Budget 2026/2027

Members were asked to consider any item they wish to be put on the budget for       e.g. a project, service etc in addition to all the usual items.

The budget and Precept request will be considered at the Parish Council meeting in the January 2026.

RESOLVED that it was likely that there would be an increase in costs but it was suggested that an amount for contingency be put in too.
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60/2026 Planning

Members were asked to consider and note the following:

i) Planning Applications

There are none as at the time of writing the agenda.
ii) Planning Decisions

There were none as at the time of writing the agenda.

RESOLVED to note the above.


61/2026 Shropshire Councillor Update

Members were asked to receive a verbal update from Cllr. Chris Naylor, Shropshire Councillor.

· There was a lot of work currently in the Burnell ward.
· There was a big issue and lots of concern about the financial situation at Shropshire Council with the possibility that the county could end up in a bankrupt situation by the end of the financial year. There is less discretion in the overspending now. Commissioners could take over the council to make sure that every penny is used in the right way for maximum vale and anything non-essential cut out of the budget.
· On the Transport and Scrutiny Committee there is a difference in understanding between officers and the group, including about bus stops and the volume of traffic in various areas of the county.
· The horrendous difficulties in getting in and out of Shrewsbury Station was raised by Cllr. Clarkson. There is a plan to pedestrianise the station alongside the pedestrianisation of the town centre. The cycle was approved but after installing it has made the problem even worse. The new Councillors are upset by this and are looking what they can do to fix it.
· It is known that Shropshire Council are looking to keep the CIL funding and make none available to the parishes. The funds are allocated by a small group of officers – the question has been asked as to who those officers are and how is it allocated.
· Condover have completed their neighbourhood plan as to where development can go.
· The Fox was reopening before Christmas.
· Vehicle activated Speed Signs have been installed in Leebotwood.
· At the Councillor event in Stapleton – went through what local residents are worried about, vehicle activated signs, not really about public transport or lorries. Cllr. Naylor offered to hold an event in Church Pulverbatch. As a Councillor he did not get out and about as much as he would like to but he did a lot of admin. He suggested the village hall in the morning and in the White Horse in the evening.
· Parishes have the opportunity to play a large part in the future of services in Shropshire. Shropshire Council will be doing less and less of the non-essential services. If Church Pulverbatch is interested on taking on any services Shropshire Council will try and work with you. Church Prees are looking to take on a fair number of services. Councillors agreed that a contingency pot be put in the 2026/2027 although were not looking to take on any specific services at the current time.
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· Cllr. Naylor spoke about the road warden scheme where the parish are given £10 to take on some of the road works. Everyone interested would be trained up, have Chapter 8 training, risk assessments etc. If there is work needed doing then the parish would need to contact Shropshire Council to see that there is no doubling up on work. The team would then take a photograph and write up what they are doing.
· Parishes have their own insurance but the county would have the overarching insurance for parishes taking on services. Concern was expressed about this as to who would accept liability if something happened? Cllr. Naylor would find out a bit more about how this works.

62/2026 Complaint about Lorries

This matter had been covered earlier in the meeting.


63/2026 Nature Recovery

Members were asked to receive the report e mailed before the meeting and make any comments.

Cllr. Taylor said that they were trying to get a grant and mentioned the Shropshire Hills Nature Project. 

A thank you was given to the volunteers and David for his leadership on this project. It was felt that everyone had done a great job.


64/2026 The Knapp Drop In

The Chairman updated Members on the drop in run by West Mercia Police at the Knapp. There had been many conversations including about speeding and the fact that there were two new pieces of equipment which would automatically decide if someone had sped and put three points on someone’s licence and a fine. The Speedwatch group did a fantastic job. Trained operators may try and do something in the parish -it was like a speed van but person operated. They cannot work in hours of darkness due to safety.


65/2026 Speed Cameras / CIL
There was nothing to say under this item.

66/2026 Rural Winter Outreach Wellbeing Project Launch - Updated Schedule

Members noted the information circulated by e mail before the meeting on this subject.
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67/2026 Parish Matters

Members were asked to raise any matters relating to the parish under this item for consideration.

i) Noticeboards – Members are asked to consider installing noticeboards specifically for the Parish Council in the parish. 

Members spoke about the installation of more noticeboards, noting that members will need to keep them tidy and up to date in the relevant area of the parish. It was suggested that noticeboards be installed outside the pub, by the Village Hall, Wrentall and Castle Pulverbatch.

ii) Training – an update was given on training attended by Cllr. Higgins and Cllr. Dawson. Both had enjoyed it and noted that there may be more training taking place.

iii) Cllr. Taylor spoke about the way in which some hedges and trees had been removed in the parish and what can and can’t be done and the aerial photos of how the area was initially. He would feedback to the parishioner concerned and would keep an eye on it in the future.

iv) The Parish Clerk spoke about the requirement to have a .gov.uk e mail address.

v) Paul Taylor had spoken about a £200 cheque to the Friends of the Knapp.


68/2026 Date of next meeting.

RESOLVED to note that the next meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council is on Thursday 22nd January 2026.




Signed ………………………………………………………  Date ………………………………

                    Chairman
	
	
	



