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Budget Setting
Government published Local Government Finance Settlement 17/12/2026. They have now given figures for next 3 years which gives the ability for longer term planning. 
Government policy pushes for Councils to raise funds through council tax. The expectation is that councils will increase council tax by 2.99%, plus the adult social care precept of 2%, we have no choice. DC asked for fairer funding for Dorset due to an ageing population needing social care support, and greater public transport funding. Disappointingly this is not the case. 
The finance team at Dorset Council have worked hard to produce a balanced budget, which is still being finalised.
A35 Speed Limit Changes 
National Highways have completed their consultation on the A35 and the accident record. Average speed cameras will be placed between Winterbourne Abbas and Kingston Russell, Morecambelake and Chideock. With 50 mph zones from Long Bredy Hut Lane to Winterbourne Abbas, and Winterbourne Abbas to Monkey’s Jump. Along with other restrictions outside of our area.
There will also be signage upgrades, lining improvements, chevrons etc. as part of the safety scheme. The scheme is expected to be completed by the end of March.
Dorset Innovation Park
Dorset Innovation Park as the only Enterprise Zone in Dorset has recently increased the space available for new companies as they move into the site, along with existing tenant expands its footprint. To accommodate the increased interest DC will be purchasing a further 15 acres of employment land adjacent to the park.
Building Control Award
Dorset Council Building Control were named Local Authority Building Control Team of the Year at the national awards for 2025. Praised for their professionalism, customer focus and commitment to raising industry standards.
Rowden Farm update
This has been allocated as a progression lease and is currently being advertised, with tenders due by the midday on the 18th Feb. The plan is that once applications have been received and shortlisted, site visits and interviews will take place in time for the tenancy to begin on Lady Day on the 23rd March. I will keep you updated on this as it progresses.
Dorset Council will consider a £2m investment to lower its energy bills and reduce carbon
Cabinet will be asked to approve £1.3m to speed up replacing older streetlights with LED units, and £700k for the next phase of solar panels on council buildings.
The aim is clear: spend less on energy, make our lighting more reliable, and cut emissions. Lower energy bills mean more council tax goes into essential services, not energy costs.
Homewise Campaign
Dorset Council have launched Home Habitats – a fun and engaging campaign designed to help residents understand how they can make their homes more energy efficient.
At its core is Homewise, a free online tool developed by Energy Saving Trust, this could be shared with your residents on your Village social media pages.
