Harry Sawyer

In trying to research information about Harry Sawyer from Cuddesdon and
Denton who died during the First World War we have the familiar problem of
several families with the same surname. There are 2 main sources of
information which help to distinguish the different branches. One is the Parish
Records of All saints Church Cuddesdon. Baptism records give the date of the
baptism (which in those days was fairly close to the date of birth) and most
importantly the names of the child’s parents. The second source 1s the Census
returns and in Harry Sawyer’s case these are the 1901 and 1911 returns.

The 1911 Return gives the following information:

Name Status Age Occupation | Place of
Birth

Tom Sawyer Head 56 Shepherd Cuddesdon

Fanny Sawyer Wife 54 Garsington

William Thomas | Son 31 Brick layer Denton

Sawyer

John Sawyer? Jack | Son 26 Cowman Cuddesdon

Millie (Amelia Daughter | 17 Cuddesdon

May) Sawyer

Harry Sawyer Son Farm Cuddesdon
Labourer

Percy (Percival Son 12 twin school Denton

Leonard) Sawyer

Albert Sawyer Son 12 twin School Denton

George Sawyer Son 10 School Denton

Hilda Sawyer Daughter | 7 months Denton

But this was not the only branch of the Sawyer Family living in the village. All
Saints Baptismal Records allow you to search back several generations. The
family members nearest the war years were;

e Joseph and Mary Sawyver who had at least 3 children
e George and Elizabeth Sawyer who had at least 2 children
e John and Grace who had at least 2 children (including Grace Kezia)

Church Bulletin for March 1916 written by Mrs, Gale lists all the local
Cuddesdon, Denton and Chippenhurst men serving in the forces up to that time.




Included in this list are the names of 4 Sawyers and from the 1911 Census we
can be reasonably certain the 4 were brothers and sons of Tom and Fanny
Sawyer namely

e William Sawyer
e Arthur Sawyer?
e Jack Sawyer (John?)
e Harry Sawyer
The Oxford Illustrated Journal during the years 1914-19 are also a source of

information about the Cuddesdon men serving in the military.

e 3Jan 1917 page6 has a photo of Harry Sawyer Killed in action

o 15" August 1917page 9 has a photo of Gunner J Sawyer of the Durham
Heavy Infantry from Denton near Wheatley was awarded the Military
Medal for conspicuous bravery in action.

Kathy Hawley
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