Friends of Scarborough Valley Gardens
Risk Assessment


All volunteers will wear High Vis Tops

	Hazard
	Those at risk
	Controls

	Use of tools
Spades, Hand forks, 
Trowels, Hoes,
Leaf grabbers, Lawn rakes.
	Volunteers
Members of the public
	Stout footwear and gloves to be worn when using tools.
Warm up before using spades and hoes. Take regular breaks.
Do not leave tools lying around where they can become a hazard for volunteers or members of the public. 
Use the right tool for the job

	Animal Faeces
	Volunteers
	Area to be checked prior to activity commencing and animal faeces removed using shovel and doggy bags.
Volunteers to wear gloves
Hands and shovel to be washed after use.

	Plant Material  - weeding, pruning and clearing.
	Volunteers

	Use tools to remove weeds.
Take care when using the loppers and secateurs. Make sure they are locked when not in use.
Wear gloves and long sleeved tops to avoid stings and thorns.
Do not overfill bags
Check for the presence of Japanese knotweed or Giant Hogweed. Members should be warned not to handle hogweed with bare hands as it can react with sunlight causing burns.
If present, report to Parks and Gardens

	Plant material –
Planting out
	
	Check if any of the plants being put in are poisonous or toxic and ensure members wear gloves when handling such plants.
Remind members that nearly all spring bulbs are toxic if eaten and gloves must be worn when handling and planting them.

	Manual Lifting
	
	Generally low risk on most activities provided weed bags and wheelbarrows are not overfilled.

	Cuts and grazes from litter or vegetation.
Insect bites.
	Volunteers
	Planting area to be cleared of litter prior to activity and any overhanging brambles cut back.
Gloves to be worn.
First Aid kit to be available.
Wash hands at end of session.
Risk of insect bites low at this time of year. 

	Slips and trips.
	Volunteers
	Paths may well be slippery from accumulated leaves or debris.
Good strong footwear important.
Keep off the banks which will could be muddy and slippy.




Warnings to be issued prior to work session

Please wear good stout shoes especially if using the spades.
Take regular breaks from heavy exercise.
Do not leave tools lying around where they can be a danger to others.
Wear a decent pair of gloves.
We have a first aid kit for dealing with cuts and grazes.
First Aider – Graham Stephenson, Sue Glew

8th May 2023
Putting in plants around the lily pond
Cutting back penstemon and tidying Woodend border
Complete removal of wild garlic from shade border
Planting a tree

Weather forecast poor for later in the morning
Tree planting being supervised by Gary who will dig hole and put in place the stakes.
Will discuss with him safety if conditions deteriorate.
None of the plants pose any risk. 

