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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th June 2026 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs A Lloyd-Smith (acting Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, C Sykes, J Smith, County Councillor Wayne Chapman, one member of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4994.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs J Newton and S Gill, reasons accepted.
4995.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	Public Session – See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4996.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th May 2026.  Agreed and signed, after a few corrections, as a correct record. 
4997.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update.  It is believed that the Draft Lease will shortly be put before the Sports Club.
b) Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The Clerk had received an email from Jamie Cunningham KCC Highways stating that there are options regarding the brick path. 1.  Parish Council gets a stopping order through and KCC responsibility for the path is passed to the parish. 2.  The tree is removed and the roots removed so that the blocks can remain in situ.  3.  KCC carries out the flexi pave repairs.    Councillors were not happy with any of these options.  It was agreed that Cllr Lloyd-Smith speaks to members of the Parochial Church Council for their views
	c)  HIP update.  The Clerk had received an email from Fiona Wiles the KCC Community Engagement 
Officer stating that as she had already stated that as neither the SID pole in Swan Street nor the footway in The Street were possible there was no point in a site meeting with Cllr Chapman but she 
would arrange for a Teams meeting with him.  As Cllr Chapman was in attendance, he was able to inform the meeting that he had not received any communication from Fiona Wiles and asked that the email be forwarded to him.
	d)  Parking in Lloyds Green.  The member of the public present had informed the meeting during the 
public session that the residents in Lloyds Green had received a letter stating  that white  lines would be painted in the parking area and a community engagement afternoon will be held on 17th July to plant shrubs etc.  It is felt that painting while lines will actually reduce the number of spaces.  It is noted that a Disabled Bay has already been marked. It would be better to take out the piece of land at the bottom of Lloyds Green.  Clerk to write to Ashford mentioning this.
	e)  Cemetery extension update.  The meeting held on 30th April had been productive and plans for a
path are moving forward. The High Weald Grant Aid is progressing.  Councillors agreed that Charlie Reeve of Charlie Reeve Consultancy be the main contact for the application as our Agent.
f)  London Hearts Defibrillator update.  This has been received.  Dax at the Village Stores is happy to have it fitted to the outside of the shop.  Arrangements will be made to have it fitted.
g)  Parking by the Sports Field.   The Clerk has written to the Chairman of the Sports Club but has not 
received a reply.

4998.   	Planning Applications.  None to date although notified of work to trees overhanging the PROW alongside 5 Ewe & Lamb Mews.	

4999.	To approve the amended Policy on Use of Computers, Social Media and Digital Communications.  It was agreed to look for a policy with better wording.
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5000.	To approve the Parish Council Handover Procedure.  This just needs a few changes.

5001.	To appoint an Internal Auditor for the next year.  David Chesson has very kindly agreed to this for another year but would appreciate it if we could find a replacement. 
 
5002.	Internal Auditor’s Report for 2025-26.  David Chesson was thanked for his very thorough report.  He 
	had noted that the Council had yet to have a Parish Council Clerk Handover Policy (see 5000) above and 
	the Policy on Use of Computers etc is out of date.  (See 4999 above.)

5003.	Annual Return.
a)  Resolve to approve the Annual Governance Statement (previously forwarded to Councillors).  In view of the comments made be the Internal Auditor it has not been possible to say Yes to Assertion 10.  It was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Sykes that this be noted.  All agreed.
b)  Sign and date the Annual Governance Statement.  Signed and dated.
c)  Consider the Account Statement (previously forwarded to Councillors).  This agrees with the Receipts and Payments Account.
d)  Resolve to approve the Accounting Statement.  It was proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Sykes that this be approved.  All agreed.
d)  Sign and date the Accounting Statement.  Signed and dated.

5004.	Correspondence.
	1)  Kent & Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance Charity – letter of thanks for our donation.
	2)  Wealden First Responders -Email of thanks for our donation.
	3)  KCC – Kent Windmills – Divestment Process and Opportunity to participate.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith and the 	Clerk had had telephone conversations with the owner of the land surrounding the Windmill who is in 
	discussion with KCC regarding this.
	4)  ABC – Publishing Parish Councillors Home Addresses.  After a full discussion it was agreed to remove 
	address and phone numbers from published lists.

5005.	Working Party Reports:
	a)  Caretaker – The Clerk reported that the Speed Indicator Device is not working properly.  She has 
been in contact with Westcotec, the manufacturer, who will investigate the problem.  As it is over 7 years old there is an initial charge of £50 and a collection and delivery charge of £29.99 each.  The Clerk will arrange collection.
b)  Finance:  i)  Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted
	       ii)  Confirm Reserves as at 31st March 2026 deferred again from last meeting.  Confirmed.
c)  Planning:
     Decision received:
     PA/2026/0521  1 Budds Cottages, Budds Lane – Single storey rear extension, first floor side/rear 
     extension and new front porch following the demolition of the existing side porch.  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces.  Nothing to report.
e)  PROWs.  Nothing to report.
f)   Highways.  The potholes on Stocks Road towards Acton Lane have now been marked.
g)  Churchyard/Cemetery.  Nothing to report.

5006.	Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies.
	KALC meeting 27th May 2026 – The Minutes had been circulated.

5007.	Date of next meeting:  14th July 2026 at 7pm.



Page 974
5008.	Items for information:
	To note that the Swan Change of Use planning application is on the ABC Planning Committee’s 
	Agenda for 17th June 2026.

The meeting closed at 20.57 hours.


Appendix

The member of the public present brought the Council up to date on the parking problem in Lloyds Green.  Residents there had received a letter from ABC stating that white lines would be painted in the existing parking area and a Community Engagement afternoon will be held with residents on 17th July to plant shrubs and seeds.  



