


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 2nd April 2024 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr M Eley, T Grimes (Clerk), CCllr B Laughton, three members of the public

1. To consider any apologies for absence
MH gave apologies due to working away, FM and JM gave apologies due to being on holiday. All were approved.
DCllr SM also gave apologies. 

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages. 

3. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 5th March 2024 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no points raised.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Notts CC - Portrait of the King
The clerk reported that the portrait would be arriving in April and that the village hall committee had been informed of it being ordered and would consider hanging it in the hall.
b. CPRE membership offer
The clerk received two responses to the questions of whether CPRE had planning experts and whether these would be able to assist in responding to a planning application such as the solar farm. It was felt that the responses suggested CPRE will be responding to the solar application themselves but didn’t suggest that membership would actually gain any specific support in devising responses from the council. It was therefore felt that the spend could not be justified.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
CCllr BL gave an update regarding the Mayoral Elections. He stressed the importance of voting in May. By year 3 the Mayor will  be spending £750M a year across the authority. This is central funding – over and above the council tax which has been directed for local spending and will impact on transport, education and highways so will affect everyone in some way or another. 
He also informed the meeting that the steel work is going up for the new council offices and that the land round County Hall is being sold for more than the cost of the new offices. The County Council set a balanced budget for this year and hope to be able to do the same for next year.

7. To consider D-Day celebrations
The clerk reported a flag had been obtained from Amazon for £9.95, leaving £90.05 of the budget. The clerk asked if there was anything else to purchase or whether this should be paid to the village hall as a donation towards the entertainment.

RESOLVED: To pay the remaining £90.05 to the village hall.
(proposed MM, seconded ME: carried unanimously)

8. To consider matters related to flooding 
MM reported that signs, barriers, cones and PPE had been delivered and that he would be calling a meeting for those concerned to note what was available, where it was stored and to run through the local specifics pertaining to the flood training.
CCllr BL informed the meeting that the s19 investigation had been completed and published on the County Council website. The clerk was asked to find it and put a link on the Parish Council’s website. CCllr BL explained that the lead organisation for this area is the IDB and they are now responsible to looking into whether any action is needed/possible.

9. To consider matters relating to Great North Road Solar Park
a. Joint Parishes Action Group – questionnaire to residents
The clerk gave a summary of the results of the survey submissions. The purpose of the survey was to inform each council of how residents felt in preparation for any response to a planning application. Final submission figures had not been released and the responses had not been collated being so close to the closing date. However, indication was that the biggest portion opposed the development. The submission numbers as at the 28th March were disappointing, with only 35 from Carlton, so it was hoped that there had been a last minute increase.
CCllr BL informed the meeting that Notts County Council, as lead flood authority, has responsibility to respond on that basis. GNR suggested solar developments do not impact on water run off but BL had made the council aware of evidence to the contrary. Notts CC are therefore likely to respond saying flooding was a major concern and that proper mitigation would be essential.
The clerk noted that the action group had circulated information regarding an upcoming Parliamentary discussion on Solar Parks and asked if the council wanted to urge Robert Jenrick to raise any points. It was felt that loss of food production should be raised and following BL’s comments it was suggested that the developers should be compelled to carry out thorough hydrology studies of the area to ensure appropriate mitigation is part of any development. It was suggested that these comments/concerns may be better delivered through the Joint Councils Group giving one voice.
b. Visit to working solar farm
The clerk reported that there had been no further communication on this. The only information from the developers had been regarding the results of their survey, some initial changes to the position of panels and power units and some visualisations. Following comments at the meeting with developers, the clerk asked if anyone had any suggestions for a specific visualisation point – it was felt this could wait.
c. To consider ideas for NG+ funding
The clerk informed the meeting that in a personal capacity she had submitted a suggestion to reinstate the pavement from the cross roads to the railway and extend it to join the proposed circular footpath round the solar park. The clerk noted that it wasn’t obvious from the website how to make a proper application; there only seems to be a form to ask questions or to propose suggestions. It was suggested that this may not be relevant if the application doesn’t get through and applications would imply support for the project. It was therefore decided that any funding projects could wait.

10. To consider ways to spend the remaining CIL money 
Given the amount of equipment supplied for flooding it was suggested no further would be needed so planters should be investigated further. Uplighters were also mentioned to accompany the planters and improve visibility of the entry signs. The clerk was asked to find information and circulate it as well as to check what permissions were required. It was noted that planters would also meet the new biodiversity requirements.

11. To plan the Annual Parish Meeting 
It was agreed that this should return to the usual format of starting 30 minutes before the Annual Council meeting which will mean it takes place at 7pm on 7th May. It was agreed the village hall be invited to do their annual report. It was also suggested the church may have to hold an annual meeting and may wish to be included however LH reported they had already set a date in April.

12. To review the monitoring of the litter bin at the South end of the village
MM noted that the day after the last meeting NSDC had been out and straightened the bin, tidying up the installation a little. Councillors all reported that each time they had been to look, there was no evidence of vermin or fly tipping and no-one had been seen parking in the vicinity. It was however felt that monitoring should continue into the summer months when more people tend to be out and about.

13. To note the following correspondence and consider whether a response is required
a. NSDC – pattern of emptying for dog bin contract
It was agreed that weekly collections in Summer and fortnightly in Winter had been sufficient and this pattern should continue.
b. Hedgehog Highway Project
It was felt that the scheme should be promoted but that the minimum pack size of 50 for the fence surrounds would be too many. MM suggested that a pack be split with another parish and the clerk was asked to approach Cromwell. It was felt this would help with the biodiversity requirements.
c. CPRE – membership
This had already been covered under matters arising in 5b above.

14. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. NSDC – Public Spaces Protection Orders
The clerk had circulated the information from NSDC. It was felt that no response was necessary.

15. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
b. To approve the year end accounts
c. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages and HMRC – usual amount plus overtime

RESOLVED: To approve the overtime worked and make the above payments.
(proposed LH, seconded GH, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

ii. D-Day flag - £9.95
iii. NSDC – dog bins £34.32 
iv. Village Hall – 2 hrs hire - £10

RESOLVED: To make the above payments.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

16. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
LH expressed an interest in the Biodiversity training that Notts ALC were running but could not make the date – the clerk offered to find out if it would run again.
The clerk tabled a copy of Clerks & Councils Direct for circulation.

17. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be the Annual Council Meeting on 7th May 2024 at 7.30pm, preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm.

The meeting closed at 20.44pm.
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